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TO ALL BODIES OF ELDERS IN THE UNITED STATES

Dear  Bro thers  I

the purpose of this lette! is to stress the importance of
p lope l l y  hand l lng  na t te rs  legard ing  or rnersh ip  o f  the  K ingdon Ha l I .
A  fa iLu le  to  do  so  may resu l t  in  po ten t ia l  p rob lens  fo r  the  congre-
ga t lon .

Extensj.ve guidelines on this natter were provided in the
Soc ie ty rs  le t te r  o f  Apr i l  1 ,  1982 en t i t led  i INFORMATION REGARDING
OWNERSHIP OF XINGDOM HALLS.T '  Va! ious  de ta i l s  were  prov ided in  o rder
to aEsist the conglegatj.on to handle matters ploperly and in accold
with locaL laws. In legard to taking tit l .e to the Kingdon Hall
property, it advised that there are two waya in which this can be
done!  " ( l )  t rus tees  in  beha l f ,  o f  the  congregat i .on  and (2 )  a
corpora t ion  fo rmed by  the  congregat j .on . "

Quite a nunber of qbngregations handle nattels through the
t rus tee  ar rangenent .  V lhen se lec t ing  bro thers  to  serve  as  t rus tees ,
it vas directed that rrnature ministels who are not l ikely to nove
away f rom the  conunun i ty  shou ld  be  chosen,  I t  i s  des i lab Ie ,  a l though
not  necessa ly ,  to  appo in t  overseers  o r  n in is te r ia l  servants  o f  the
congregat ion  to  ac t  as  t lus tees .  In  the  event  an  ove lgeer  o r
n in is te l iaL  servant  who has  been appo in ted  a  t lus tee  is  rep l .aced in
h is  o f f i ce  o f  eLder  o !  n in ls te r ia l -  gervant ,  i t  w i lL  no t  be  necessarv
to  rep ]ace  h in  as  t rus tee  un less  he  moves away,  j . s  d is fe l lowsh lpped '
o r  becones lnac t ive , . , . In  the  deed a  pa lag laph shou ld  be  inser ted
author iz ing  the  congregat ion  to  appo in t  a  subs t i tu te  t rus tee  to  ac t
in  the  p lace  o f  any  t lus tee  who xnay  d ie ,  res ign  or  becone
d isqua l j . f ied  to  ac t  as  t rus tee . r ,

ft has come to our attention that sorne conqreqations have not
kept  mat te rs  up  to  da te  as  ou t l ined  above.  For -ex i rnp le ,  in  one
congregat ion  tno  o f  the  th ree  t rus tees  becane inac t ive  and had no t
assoc- ia ted  w i th  the  cong legat ion  fo r  Eevera l  yea ls .  There  is  a
poss ib i l i t y  tha t  o ther  congregat ions  have fa i led  to  g ive  a t ten t ion  to
this rnatter or, in oLher lrays, have fai. led to cornply with local. Lav,rs
govern lng  the  o i , rnersh ip  o f  p roper ty .  fh is ,  o f  course ,  cou ld  resu l t
in serious problens for the conglegation. Thelefore, $'e feel it is
adv isab l .e  fo r  each congregat ion  to  care fu l l y  rev iew the  ownersh ip  o f
the  K ingdom Hal f  and nake any  ad jus tments  needed to  pu t  th ings  i .n
order .
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REPLACING TRUSTEES

I f  one o !  more  o f  the  aPpo in ted  t lus tees  has  been d isqua l i f ied ,
is  d is fe l lowsh ipped,  d isassoc ia tes  h imsef f ,  becomes inac l l ve ,  l s  no
longer  w i th  the-  cong legat ion ,  o r  fo !  some o ther  reason shou ld  be
rep laced,  s teps  shou ld  be  taken promPt ly  to  apPo in t  a  leP lacernent .
Th ;  Apr i l  1 ,  1982 le t te r  le fe l rea l  to  above suggested  tha t  na t te rs
shou ld  be  hand led  in  th is  wav:  "when i t  becones necessary  to  aPPoin t
a substitute trusEee, he shoirld be appointed by reqo-lulioD- duly
a aq tsEEi-57-EEE-?6i gieAdEf o;:- 

-whE - 
a 6 iibF[iEuE--t t u s t e e i s a p po i n te d

it*fE-generallv advisante to -trey-e,.-c.-.og,tarized -.dogu!-! Dt. duly --re4.orded
in  the  dedf l record  shovJ ing  the  aPpo in tment  o f  the  subs t i tu te  t rus tee '
This is j.n order to keep the tit le record straight and avoid
compl ica t iong,

"Consult i/ i th your attorney as to the language to be used in the
appointnent of t lustees and in the appointment of substitute trugtees
i f  suqh subs t i tu t ion  becomes necessa ly .  A Iso  have your  a t to rney
adviEe you as to the f, i l ing of the trustee and substitute trustee
aooointinent i.n the larid-ieiords.

IEveryone who is appointed a trustee or substitute tluatee
should giqn a fornal"ly vtritten le.gil l .-.{Qc]glLent, a declaration of
t rus t ,  be tore ; -no tarv  pub l i c  showing tha t  h -e  takes  t i t fe  to  the
proper ty  as  a  t rus tee  and tha t  hc  has  no  persona l  r rgn t ,  l r c re  o r
l.ntlresi in and to the property convGtEd--15-hini. 

*Tl 
should be

reciled that neither his eitate nor heirs have any interest in and to
the  p loperuy  when the  t rus tee  or  sub8t i tu te  t rus tee  d ies .  Th is  need
not  be  ieco ided bu t  shou ld  be  care fu l l y  kep t  in  the  conqrqgat ion
rej-ords. Your attorney handling tF-TnTE"i! sEE oT-EFt cEilreqatLon -in
respect to the property can guide you in respect to the tanguage of
the  dec la ra t j .on  o f  t rus t  so  the t  the  congregat ion  w i l l  be  f ,u l l y
pro tec ted  lega l l y  unde!  the  laws o f  your  loca l j . t y . "

UPDATING CORPORATD RECORDS

conglegatj.ons that. own thei! Kj.ngdon Halls by the corPolation
method also need to keep their corporaLe recorals uP-to-date.
l , ihenever  a  corpora te  t rus tee  or  d i lec to r  d ies '  moves  away,  ] . s
d is fe l lo l r ' sh ippea l ,  a l i sassoc ia tes  h imse l f  ,  becones inac t ive '  o r  fo r
some o the !  reason shou ld  be  lep laced,  the  approPr ia te  ac t ion  shou ld
be taken and a  l r r i t ten  record  kept  fo r  the  corpora te  f i le '

The corporalion Ehould have by-laws for the conduct of its
a f fa i rs .  fhe  by- laws p lobab ly  se t  fo l th  a  p rocedure  fo r  the
rep lacement  o f  a  t rus tee  or  d l lec to r ,  I f  they  do  hoL have such
prov is ion ,  they  shou ld  be  amended so  as  to  inc lude such a  p tocedure .


