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TO ALL BODIES OF ELDERS

Dear  Bro thers :

,  Th is  le t te r  i s  in  response to  a  number  o f  ques t ions  tha t
have ar lsen  as  a  resu l t  o f  the  Immjgra t ion  ne fo im anc l  Cont ro l
Ac t  o f  1986.  Some who have been as ioc ia t ing  w i th  congrega l rons
des i lg . t9  take  advantage a f  the  amnesty  p ro{ ram in  o rder  to
es tab l i sh  the i r  1e9a1 res idency .  fn  tn i i  te t te r  we w i l l  answerques t ions  tha t  have come up on  th is  mat te r ,

As  an  organ iza t ion  we have a lways  encouraged jnd iv idua ls  to
ac t  in  harmony w i th  Romans 13  in  these mat te rs ,  I t  i s  le f t  to
each one to  dec ide  whethe !  o r  no t  he  wants  to  take  advantage o f
the  Immigra t ion  Reform and Cont ro l  Ac t  o f  1986.

One o f  the  prov is ions  o f  the  law is  tha t  i f  one  can document
tha t  he  has  been in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  cont inuous ly  s ince  be fore
January  I ,  L982 ,  he  may  qua l i f y  fo r  l ega1  res iden iy .  Oues t ions
nave ar lsen  as  to  whaL ex ten t  the  congregat ion  may ass is t  in
supp ly ing  documenta t ion ,  The s ta tu te  sp6c i f ies  t ia t  documents
prov ing  res idency  shoutd  be  empl .oyment  ie la ted  i f  poss ib le .
Non-employment  xe la ted  documenta t ion ,  such as ,  u t i i i t y  b i11s ,
schoo l  records ,  hosp i ta l .  o r  ned ica l  records ,  cou ld  a lso  be  used,

-  . I f  b roLhers  mak ing  app l i ca t ion  under  th i s  law ask  the  body
of  e l .ders  fo r  an  a f f jdavr t  because they  are  noE ab le  !o  p rove
through o ther  means the i r  p resence in  

_ the  
count ry  s ince  be fore

January  f ,  1982,  then i t  i s  permiss ib te  fo r  the  a lders  to  p rov i .de
an a f f idav i t ,  bu t  th is  shou ld  be  done on ly  as  a  las t  resor t .
A t tached is  a  sample  o f  an  a f f idav i t  tha t  the  e lders  cou ld  p ro-
v ide .  You w i l l  no t  want  to  say  any  more  than what  i s  inc luded
in  tb i -s  sample  a f f idav i t .

The Immigra l ion  and Natura l i za t ion  Serv ice  ( INSI  has
autho ! ized  cer ta in  vo lun tary  agenc ies  and o ther  non-pro f j - t
g roups  as  Qua l i f ied  Des ignated  Ent i t ies  to  he lp  undocumented
pe lsons  to  ga in  lega l i za t ion .  Some o f  these are  leL ig ious
orqan j .za t ions .  Some have asked i rhe ther  a  Chr is t ian  cou ld  go  to
one o f_ these re l ig ious  organ iza t ions  tha t  has  been au thor i ;ed  by
the  INS.  Of  course ,  i t  i vou ld  be  pre ferab le  i f  the  bro thers  who
want  to  take  advantage o f  th is ,  law wou ld  go  to  vo lun teer
agenc les  t .ha t  a re  no t  re l ig ious .  However ,  i f  the  on ly  agency
author ized  i ,n  the i r  conmunl ty  i s  a  re t ig ious  organ lza l io ; ,  a ;d
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they  dec ide  to  go  to 'such fo r  ass is iance w i th  the i r  app l i ca t ion ,
the; the fees tf,at would be paid woulal be viewed as Paying for
6ervices rendered rather than as contrj 'buting to a false
re I  Lg ious  organ iza t ion .

We hope the foregoing information assists you to answe!
que6tions of any assocl"ated L'ith your congregation who may
des i re  to  take  advantage o f  th is  amnesty  p rogram.  P lease
accept  he lewi th  an  exp tess ion  o f  our  warm Cht ig t ian  love  and
best  w ishes .

Your  brothers,


