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30 ALL BODIES OF ELDERS

Dear Brothers r

occasionally we receive inquiries as to what elders shoulal do
when a person deliberately attempts to dislupt a congregation meeting.
Th is  does  no t  surpr ise  us  because as  the  " las t  days ' r  o f  sa tanrs  wor ld
reach a  c l inax  we can expec t  inc reas ing  oppos i t ion .  (2  r i rno thy  3 !1 -5 '
8, 9) conEequently lt seems good to provide some general guidelines
so you wil l know how to handle such situations should they arise'

Fir6t. we renind you of the positlon that we have caken regarding
dis felloh'shipped or alisassociated pelsons who attend congregation
neetings. If such a person cones into a Kingdon Hall to attend a
congregatlon neetlng that is open to the general public, Euch as a
PubIic l ' leeting, a l iatchtower study or a service Meeti.ng, even partici-
pating in singing, 

-IE-;et-EE 
admilted as long aE he conducts hirnself

properly. of course, in harnony rrlth the Scriptures' none wiLl greet
him and he nay not attend a Congregation Book Study held in a private
home. - -1  Cor in th ians  5 :11r  2 .Tohn  9 -11 ,

what  shou ld  be  done i f  an  opposer  o f , fehovahrs  Wi tneegea in
attendance at a neeting creates a disturbance? Trivial disturbanee
should be ignored. But if he pereists and lE dletracttng athers, you
should ask the disruptive one to l"eave. If, he or stle ref,uses' then
you should calL the police antl have them deal lr j.th the matter. wiseLy
avoid being provoked into phyEically renovl-ng such persons frotn the
Kingdom Hall as such ones may be attenpting to cteate a cause f,ot
Iegal action. you Ehould avoid violence and 6hou1d not try to forci-
bly renove one fron the halt. Rather, call the police. You nay then
inform the police officers that thls lndividual. is causing a distu!-
bance, that his implied invitation to attend the neeting has been
revoked, and that if the person nake6 future atteropts to disrupt
neetj.ngs you wil l press trespassing charges. If a situation of this
kind arises and you feel the need for further advice, please contact
the  soc ie ty .

In ghe event a diEtulber physicalty attacks a tnenber of the
congregation, that one haE the right to defend himseLf from harn' In
such an instance, care should be taken not to be aggressive.

Be assureal of our prayers in your behalf as we wolk together in
maintaininq the peace, good order, and spj.ritual health of lhe congre-
qation. vle sendl our walm christian love and best wishes.

Your brothers.
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