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TO AtL BODIES OF ELDERS

D e a r  B r o t h e r s :

! { e  a re  wr i t i ng  to  i n fo rm you  o f  an  ad jus tmen t  i n  t he , ray
th rngs  a re  to  be  hand led  when  a  pe rson  i n  the  congrega t i on  j o ins
ano the r  re l  i g i ous  o rgan iza t j  on

.  ,Up  to  the  p resen t ,  someone  \ \ rho  j o i . ns  a  fa l se  re lag lous  o rgan -
i za t i on  wo-u ld  be  sub jec t  t o  j ud i c ia l  i nves t i ga t i on  and  poss ib l ;
o rs re r .Lowsnrpp lng .  However ,  i t  has  been  de te rh ined  tha t  i t
would be more appropriate to t.ake the posit j-on that a person who
jo ins .a  fa f se  re l i g ious  o rgan iza t i on  has  by  h i s  ac t i on ; ,  d i s -
associ.ated himself from the congregation oF-JEI6TEh,s w-iEiE!?es.
ThiE-IE-Ernitar to the way 

"" 
view-on" \^rho ioins a secular

o rgan iza t i on ,  t he  ob jec t i ve  o f  wh ich  i s  con i ra ry  to  the  B ib le ,
and ,  hence ,  i s  under  j udgnen t  by  Jehovah  God . - -See  Our  M in i s t r y ,
page  151 ;  compa le  Reve la t i on  19 :17 -2 I ;  I sa i ah  2 :4 .  

-

So  i n  the  fu tu re ,  i f  i t  i s  l ea rned  tha t  a  pe rson  has  taken
up  assoc j .a t i on  w i th  ano the r  re l i g ious  o rgan iza t i on ,  and  thus  i 6
iden t i f i ed  w i th  i t ,  a  commi t tee  shou ld  be  fo rmea l  t o  i nves t i ga te
mat te rs .  They  shou ld  ta l k  w i th  the  i nd i v idua l  t o  a le te rh ine
\ rhe the r  o r  no t  he  has  j o ined  ano lhe r  re l i g ious  o rgan iza t i on  and
rn lenqs  Eo  rema in  w i th  i t .  I f  i t  i s  c lea r l y  es tab l i shed  tha t  he
has  i ndeed  jo ined  ano the r  re l i g ious  o rgan iz l t i on  and  i n tends  to
renain with i t ,  then it  woul.d Ue f i t t inq to acknovrlei lqe this bv
nak ing  a  b r i e f  announcenen t  co  the  cong ;egaL ion  t t ra t  i he  pe rso i
has  vo lun ta ! i t y  d i sassoc ia ted  h imse l f  f r om the  congrega t i ; n  and
is  no  l onger  one  o f  Jehovah ,s  Wi tnesses .

Therea f te r ,  t he
congrega t i on  i n  t he
( See The Watchtower
shou ld  be  no t i  f i ed

person lvould be vie\ded by menbers of the
same l i gh t  as  those  desc r ibed  a t  f  John  2 :19 .
o f  Ju l y  15 ,  1985 ,  pages  30 ,  31 . )  The  Soc ie t y

o f  any  such  d i sassoc ia t i ons  on  the  fo rms
prov ided  fo r  t ha t  pu rpose  (S -Z? ,  s -79 ) .  These  shou ld  be  s iqned
by the committee that investigates the matter,

Please note that this aaljustment does not affect how \de
wou ld  dea l  w i th  a  pe rson  nho  s t i l l  p ro fesses  to  be  a  menber  o f
the congregation but who tr ies to practice interfaith, who pro-
motes a sect, or who enaleavors to subvert the faith of othels.
(2  Cor in lh ians  6 t144"7 t  T i rus  3 :10 ,  1 t ;  2  T ino rhy  2 :16 -18 )  Some
who  a re  s t i l l  i n  t he  congrega t i on  may  be  caus ing  d i v i s ion  o r
underm in ing  con f i dence  i n  a lehovah ' s  i r rangernen t l  Th i s  may
invofve or lead to apostasy. Any of such persons vrho do not
respond  to  repea ted  adnon i t i ons  i n  ha rmony  ! , r ' i t h  T i t us  3 : lO ,  11 ,
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but who unrepentantly promote false teachings in the congrega-
t ion, should be dealL $' i th by a judicial committee anal may neeal
to be disfel lolvshipped, Of course, i f  any of these individualE
disa6sociate thenrselves or join another rel igion, there would be
no  need  fo r  a  j ud i c ia l  co r f i n i t t ee  to  pu rsue  i t . - -Romans  16 r17 ,  1g i

It is a pleasure to be working with you, under the heaalship
of Christ, in maintainlng the unity anal peace of the congrega-
t ion .  (Ephes ians  4r3-6 ,  11-13)  We remenber  you in  our  p rayere ,
and we send with thiE i.ettef, our waln Christian love and be;t
wl shes .

Your brothers,

4::,#q


