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We Want to Be
~of Help

Thu brochure has be=n provided to
acquaint you berter with the activities
ot Jehovah's Witnesses and their ar-
rangements to help vou to increase in
Bible knowledge. You may have had
visits by Jehovah's Wiinesses, or per-
haps you have talked with them on
the street or other places. One of the
Witnesses may now be studying with
you,

Did you know that their message
about God's Kingdom 15 being pro-
claimed worldwide? Why? It is be-
cause God, our Creator, wants people
out of all nations to unite in worship-
mg him. He foretold for our time:
“Many peoples will certainly go and
say: ‘Come, yvou people, and let us go
up to the mountain of Jehovah, to the
house of the God of Jacob: and he will
mnstruct us about his ways, and
we will walk in his paths.’"—lais
2:2, 3.

The activity of Jehovah's Wirness-
es in telling you abour God's ways is
a fulfillment of this prophecy. The
following pages will show why this
activity 15 important now and how
vou can beneht from i



God’s Purpose

Now Reaching Its Climax

Gml's purpose in creating the earth
was to have it inhabited by happy
people living under righteous condi-
tions. In order to continue to live,
mankind would have to obhey God’s
laws, but the frst human pair dis-
obeyed and became sinners, con-
demned to death. This brought
sin and death to all of their off-
spring.—ﬂcnrsh 1:27.°28: 2:16, 17 3:1-19;
Riomdns 5112

God, whose name is Jehovah, deter-
mined to remove the effects of disobe-
dience and sin from the earth, In time
he looked at the earth and saw among
mankind a fathful man, Abram,
whose name He changed to Abraham.
God promised Abraham that his off-
spring would become a great nation
and that through that nation God
would provide a seed by means of
which all families of the earth
would bless themselves, —Geness 12
1-3;18:18, 19; 221187 Psalm 83:18; Hebrews
11:8-18,

Near the end of the 16th centu-
ry B.C.E., the offspring of Abraham'’s

grandson Jacob, or Israel, had become
12 tribes living in slavery in Egypt.
Jehovah delivered these Israelites from
Egvpt and formed them into a nation.
Through Moses at Mount Sinai he
gave them the Law as their national
constitution, Jehovah was their King,
Judge, and Statute-Giver. The nation
of Israel became God's chosen people,
his witnesses, organized to carry out
his purpose. Through them would
come the Messiah, who would estab-
lish an everlasting kingdom for the
benehit of people of all nations. —x
odus 19:5, 6; | Chronieles 17:7-14; 1 Kings 4
20, 255 Isagah 33:22; 43:10-12; Romans 9:4, 5,

After 15 centuries, or about 2,000
years ago, God sent his only-begotten
Son from heaven to earth, to be born
of the young Jewish virgin Mary. He
was named Jesus and was to inherit the
Kingdom that God promised his fore-
father David, At the age of 30, Jesus
was baptized by John the Baptizer and
began announcing God's Kingdom.
By healing the sick, he demonstrated
how that coming Kingdom would
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bless mankind. Through illustrations,
he explained what would be required
of all who wanted everlasting life.
Then “Jesus was put to death on a
stake, his perfect human life becom-
ing a ransom for mankind.—Marthew 1:
18-24; 3:13-147 4:17-23; 6:9, 10; chapter 13;
20:28; Luke 1:26-37; 2:14; 4:43, 44; 8:1; John
3:16; Acts 10-37-39.

Jesus had explained that the Messi-
anic Kingdom was to be established in
the far-distant future, at the conclu-
sion of the system of things. At thar
time he would be invisibly present in
the heavens as the reigning King and
would make his presence known by
directing his attention to the earth.
World events show that we have been
living in this time since 1914. As Jesus
foretold, the good news of the King-
dom 1s bemng preached throughout all
the earth as a witness to all nations. As
a result, people out of all nations are
being gathered to the side of God’s
Kingdom. These will survive the end
of the present system of things and
gain everlasting life on earth un-
der the Messianic Kingdom.—Mar
thew, chapters 24 and 25; Revelation 7:9-17.

Many churches claim to be doing
God's will today. But how can you
identify the true Christian congrega-
tion®* By examiming the Scriptures
about the first-century Christian con-
gregation and then by seeing who
today follow that same pattern.

» Whar part did Abraham and Israe] play in
the ourmerking of God's purpose?

» What did Jesus accomplish by his ministry
and by his deatch?

o What events were prophesied to mark our
present timef




The First-Century

Christian Congregation

A.t Pentecost 33 C.E.; holy spirit
was poured out on 120 disciples of
Jesus, and in many languages they
began speaking about the magnificent
things of God. This was the founding
of the Christian congregation. About
3,000 new disciples were baptized on

that d'd}'.—.-"'.LT:., chapter Z

The congregations in different lo-
calities grew in numbers as the apos-
tles and athers continued speaking the
Word of God with boldness. As re-
corded in the book of Acts, the
preaching soon spread throughout the
Mediterranean area, from Babylon
and North Africa to Rome and per-
haps Spain.—Romans 13:18-29; Colos-
sians 1:23: 1 Peter 5:13.

Wherever people became disciples,
they formed congregations. Quali-
fied, mature men were appointed as
elders, or overseers, to maintain the
standard of right teaching and con-
duct in the congregations. But they
did not constitute a clergy class; they
were ministers and fellow workers for

Jerusalem  congregation.

apostles; or the pattern of

f God.—Acs 14

1287
alissians
1 I

the Kingdom o

20:28: 1 Corinthians 3:3; 5:13:
4:11; ' Timothy 3:1-15; Hebrews '..I:I._-:
ter 5:1-4,

The apostles and other close co-
waorkers served as a governing body.
They took the lead in the preaching
work. They resalved problems in the
They
qualified brothers to Samaria and An-
tinch to strengthen new believers
there. They handled a dispute about
circumeision, sending out their deci-
sion for all congregations to observe.
Yer these men were not masters over
others but were servants and fellow

workers of the entire comgregation.
—Acts 3233 6:1-T7; 8:014-25; 10:22-24;
15:1-32; 16:4, 5; 1 Corinthians 3;5-9; 4:1, 2
2 Corni 1Jl_m-- 1:24.

sent

The carly disciples were identified
as Chrnstians, being called such by
divine providence. They also had
teachings that distingumished them;
these were called the lt:LlL‘]‘Iil’]__L', of the
healthful
words.

This Scriptural teaching was




The early Christians preached
God's Word with boldness

Christians were welcome in the
homes of fellow believers
wherever they traveled

also known as the truth.—john 17:17;
Acts 2:42; 11:26; Romams 6:17: | Timothy
4:6; 6:1, 3: I Timothy 1:13; 2 Perer 2:2;
2John 1, 4, 9.

They were a worldwide association
of brothers united in love. They
showed an interest in their fellow be-
lievers in other countries. When trav-
eling abroad, fellow believers wel-
comed them into their homes. They
maintained a high standard of moral
conduct, being a holy people separate
from the world. They kept close in
mund the time for the day of Jeho-
vah's presence and zealously made
public declaration of their faith,
—John 13:34, 35; 15:17-19; Acts 5:42; 11:
28, 2% Romans 10:9, 10, 13-15; Timus 2:11-14;
Hebrews 10:23: 13:15; 1 Peter 1:14-16; 2:9-12;
5:9; 2 Peter 3:11-14; 3 John 5-8.

However, as foretold, a great apos-
tasy began to develop, in the second
and third centunes. This resulted in
large church systems that did not
maintain the purity of the early Chris-
tan congregation as regards teaching,
conduct, organization, and posi-
tion toward the world.—Matthew 13:
24-30, 37-43; 2 Thesalonisny, chapter 2.

Jesus foretold, though, that there
would be a restoration of true wor-
ship at the conclusion of the system
of things. Jehovah's Witnesses be-
lieve that this restoration can be seen
in their worldwide activities in our
time, about 1,200 years after Jesus’
prophecy. The following pages will
explain why.

® How wai the Chrishan congregation
founded, sand how did it grow?

» How was that congregation wpervised?

* What things clesrly distinguished
Brit-century Christians?




C, T, Russell in 1879

Early Group of Bible
Students, Pittsburgh, Pa,

Jehovah Gathers and Equips
His People for Work

T]nuughuui the centuries, the
apostasy had spread throughout the
earth. The many church denomina-
tions had some Bible teachings but
mainly followed human traditions
and many customs of heathen ori-
gin. Expectations as to the return of
Christ were generally pushed into the
hJLkg]‘GUﬂLI.-—I:umFuTr Matthew 13:24-30,
1743,

However, Jesus had said to keep on
the watch for his return! One group
doing this was located in Allegheny
(Pittsburgh ), Pennsylvamia, U.S.A.
In the early 1870's Charles Taze Rus-
sell and some of s friends began to
make a thorough, nondenomination-
al study of the Bible with regard to
Christ’s return. They also began to
seck Bible truth on many other basic
teachings. This was the beginning of
the modern-day activities of Jeho-
vah's Witnesses, —Matthew 24:42,

This group came to understand
that the doctrine of the Trinity 15 not
Biblical but Jehovah alone is the al-
mighty God and Creator; Jesus
Christ is His first creation and only-
begotten Son; and the holy spirit is
not a person but 1s God's mvisible
active force. This group saw that the
soul 15 not immortal but mortal, that
the hope for the dead 1s resurrection,
and that the punishment for unre-
pentant wickedness is not eternal tor-
ment but annihilation,

Jesus’ giving his life as a ransom for
mankind was seen to be a basic Bi-
ble teaching. First, 144,000 men and
women, chosen from the first century
down to our time, will be redeemed
[rom the earth to be joint heirs with

Christ in the heavenly Kingdom.
Then through Jesus’ ransom bilhons
of mankind, the majority of whom
will be resurrected from the dead,
will attain human perfection with the
prospect of everlasting life on earth
under that Kingdom rule.

Russell and his associates also saw
that Christ's presence was to be in
visible, in spirit. The Gentile Times,
during which period God's sov-
ereignty was not being expressed
through any government on the
earth, were to end in 1914, Then
God's Kingdom would be established
in heaven, These teachings are identi-
fied with Jehovah's Witnesses today,

Russell and his companions an-
nounced these truths far and wide by
talks and printed page. In July 1879
Russell began to publish Zion's
Wateh Tower (now called The Watch-
tower). He determined that the
preaching activities of the Bible Stu-
dents should depend entirely upon
voluntary contributions and that no
collections would be taken. Also, the
message should be circulated through
the unpaid, voluntary efforts of those
who believed. Russell himselt con-
tributed from the means he had accu-
mulated in business up to that time,

The Bible Students gathered to-
;g,c!hur in classes, as their congrega-
tions were then called. They assem-
bled up to three times a week, for
talks, Scripture study, and testimony
meetings. They regularly elected re-
sponsible men as elders to supervise
the spiritual activities of each class.

In 1884 Zion's Watch Tower Tract



Society was incorporated as a non-
profit corporation in Pennsylvania. A
president of the corporation was to
be elected annually, This provided
a legal instrument, not dependent
upon the life of any individual, to
carry forward the Bible educational
work. Charles T, Russell was elected
president, and his office was looked
to as the headquarters,

Great efforts were made to ex-
pand the work to other countries. It
reached Canada and England m the
carly 1880%. In 1891 Russell made a
tour of Europe and the Middle East
to consider what could be done to
further the spread of the truth there.
In the early 1900, branch offices of
the Society were established in Brit-
ain, Germany, and Australia,

In 1909 the headquarters of the
Watch Tower Society was moved to
Brooklyn, New York, to further the
expansion of the preaching work on
an international scale, It became nec-
essary to form an associate corpo-
ration under New York State law,
which i1s now known as the Watch-
tower Bible and Tract Society of New
York, Inc. In 1914 the Internation-
al Bible Students Association was
formed in London, England, to ad-
vance the activities of the Bible Stu-
dents throughout the British Com-
monwealth, At present some 70
legally formed corporations and asso-
cuations in many countries around
the world are serving the purposes of
the Watch Tower Society, All are
philanthropic, being supported by
voluntary contributions and volun-
teer workers.

In 1916 Charles Taze Russell died,
and Joseph Franklin Rutherford suc-
ceeded him as president of the Watch
Tower Society. During the closing
years of World War I, the Bible Stu-
dents were severely tested by persecu-
tion, climaxed by the wrongful im-
prisonment of eight brothers serving
in responsible positions with the So-
ciety's headquarters in America. The
work of the Bible Students seemed
in jeopardy. However, in 1919 these
brothers were released and exonerat-
ed, and there now began a greater
expansion of the preaching work.

Through the Society's headquar-
ters, the united body of anointed
Christian Bible Students continued to
provide spiritual food at the proper
time for all individuals associated with
the organization. Just as the congrega-
tion of anointed Christians in the first
century constituted “the faithful and
discreet slave” mentioned by Jesus, so
too the anointed group of dedicated
Bible Students, engaged in the King-
dom work, makes up “the faithful and
discreet slave™ class in our time. At
Jesus” coming to inspect the congrega-
tion, he found this class to be provid-
mg food for the domestics of the
household; he then appointed it
over all his belongings. —Marthew 24:
4547 Luke 12:42

Soon after World War 1, 1t was
clearly seen that God's Kingdom by
Christ Jesus had been established in
the heavens in 1914, So Jesus’ words
could now have their complete ful-
fillment: “This good news of the
kingdom will be preached in all the
mhabited earth for a witness to all the

e il

Headquarters, 1889-1909,
Pittsburgh, Pa.

Main offices, 1909-1918,
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Headquariers residence,

1909-1926, Brooklyn, N.Y.
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nations; and then the end will
come.” Joseph F. Rutherford took
the initiative to make this Kingdom
message available to an even greater
number of people.—Matthew 24:14,

Hence, the Society decided to doats
own printing using volunteer workers
who were dedicated men, in order to
ensure constant production of Bible
literature at the lowest possible cost.
All Bible Students were encouraged to
have a regular share in preaching the
good news of the Kingdom. Radio
broadcasting of Bible talks was used in
a number of countries.

Prior to 1918 the Bible Students
understood that their purpose in
preaching was to gather the remaining
ones of those chosen to be with Chirist
Jesus in heaven and to warn the world
of God's coming judgment. Little
thought was given to gathering those
who would survive the end of the
present wicked system to live on
earth. Then from 1918 onward the
talk “Millions Now Living May Nev-
er Die!” was widely presented.

In 1923 a study of Jesus’ parable of
the sheep and the goats at Matthew
25:31-46 showed that prior rto Arma-
geddon righteously disposed people
not in line for the heavenly Kingdom
would also gain God's approval and
would survive Armageddon. In 1935
further study showed these sheeplike
people to be identical with the great,
unnumbered crowd of people de-
scribed at Revelation 7:9-17. These
were to be gathered out of all nations
and would have the prospect of sur-
viving the Great Tribulation and
gaining everlasting life on earth, This
understanding gave great impetus to
the preaching work.—John 10:16

In 1931 the Bible Students adopted
the name Jehovah's Witnesses. Prior
thereto they were known as Bible
Students, International Bible Stu-
dents, Millennial Dawn people, and
Watch Tower people. They were
even nicknamed Russellites and
Rutherfordites. None of these names
properly identified them. While the
name Christian, given to Jesus' disci-



ples by divine providence in the first
century, was certainly applicable, it
was also being used by many groups
following false eachings, To distin-
guish themselves from the millions of
nominal Christians, there had to be a
name that would distinctly identify
Christ's true followers in this day.

A consideration of the Scriptures
made clear that even as Jehovah had
called his people Israel his witnesses,
s0 his peaple at the conclusion of the
system of things, who were dedicat-
ed to making his name and purpose
known, should rightly be called Jeho-
vah's Witnesses. This name has prop-
erly distinguished Jehovah's true
Christian worshipers from all oth-
cis who claim to be Christun to-

day.—Palm 83:18; laub 43:10-12

In 1942, during World War II, Jo-
seph F. Rutherford died, and Nathan
H. Knorr succeeded him as president
of the Watch Tower Socicty. The
prophecies were now seen to indicate
clearly that there would be a postwar
period of relative peace and freedom
that would allow for a great expansion
of the preaching work before the end
of this system. In February 1943 the
Watchtower Bible School of Gilead
was established to train full-time min-
isters {or missionary work in foreign
countries. Later that year, a special
mintstry training program was added
to the weekly meeting schedule of
_I{"l‘m\'.ﬂ!f\ Witnesses.

In 1950 the Society began to re-
lease portions of the New World
Transtation of the Holy Seriptures,
a modern-English Bible translation
made from the original-language

texts, This accurately rendered, easy-
to-understand Bible, produced at low
cost on the Society's presses, has been
a great aid in the preaching work.
To date, over 40 million copies have
been published in 11 languages.

By the end of 1985, more than
three million Jehovah's Witnesses
were sharing in the preaching work in
more than 200 lands and islands of
the sea, For the Memorial of Christ’s
death, the meeting with the greatest
attendance of any held in their 49,716

congregations during 1983, a total of

7,792,109 persons were present.

That God is truly using Jehovah's
Witnesses is seen in their continuing
to keep active in his service, in their
worldwide unity, in ther zeal tor
upholding Jehovah's name and
preaching his Kingdom, in theur
clean moral standards, in their accep-
tance of the entire Bible as God's
infallible Word, and in their freedom
from superstition and spiritism.

The following sections show how
you can benefit from this restoration
of true worship of God.

o What basic Bible teachings distunguished the
Bable Students { rom church denomanatiomm?

& Whar organizational developments did 1h
Bible Students experience wp to 19187

o How can it be said that the group of
ancinted Bible Students made up “the faihiul
and discreet slave®™ ol Matthiw 24145471

o Whar undersianding of God's purpose gave
fredl bnpetus o unlm.nnl-'-np. the presching wor ki

o W hat purpose die the pame lehovah's
Winevier wive !

o Whit are evidences thar God w truly uung
[ehovah's Witnesei?

11
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Radio broadcasting by
1. E. Rutherford

Watchtower Socicty s
first rotary press,
operated by volunteers

MNew World Translation
of Bible, now pl.l.h“.'.ht'd
m 11 languages



Congregations for Building Up
in Love and Unity

Ynu may have artended some con
gregation meetings of Jehovah's Wat-
nesses near where you live, Peo-
ple from all walks of life—family
groups, single people, old and young
—were there. They were all united in
their worship and were interested in
helping others.

In any arrangement wkhere a large
number of people desire to work at
unity, there needs to be some supervi-
sion, God 15 a God of order; hence,
that order should be reflested in the
congregation of his people. As in the
first century, so today, quilified, ma-
ture, and experienced Christian men
are designated as elders, or overseers.
These supervise the congregation and
look after its spiritual needs. They are
assisted by other faithful men known
as ministerial servants, These men re-
ceive no salary or other Anancial ben-
efit but serve voluntanly, meeting
their own expenses, usually from sec-
ular employment,—1 Ceointhians 14
A3, 40; Philippians 1:1; | Timothy 1:8, 9.

How are these selected? T|I¢'jr need
to be tarthful servants of God who
display certan Scriptural qualifica-
tions, Some of these are: being ‘maod-
erate in habits, sound in mind, order-
lv, hospitable, qualified to teach, and
reasonable; not being a lover of mon-
ey; presiding over his household in a
fine manner; not being a newly con-
verted man; having a fine testimony
from those on the outside’; ‘holding
firmly to the faithful word as re-
spects the art of tcrlching.'—l [irm-
othy 3:0-15; Titus 1:7-9

These men are not voted into of-
hice by rthe congregation, where the
majority might often be newer Chris-
tians, Rather, they are recommended
by mature and experienced men who
are elders and who have discernment
as to the degree to which those con-
sidered are meeting the Scriptural re-
quirements. Then appeintments of
elders and ministerial servants are
made under the supervision of the
Governing Body of Jehovah's Wit-




Overseers instruct the
congregation, take the lead in
preaching from house to
house, encourage by
shepherding visits, give counsel
and reproof when needed

nesses, this following the pattern set
by the Christian congregation in the
first century.

These elders, or overseers, do not
consritute a clergy class: they are not
masters over others. As Jesus sad, any
who take the lead must be the slaves of
all. In the congregation of Jehovah's
Witnesses, the elders are 1rul}' fellow
workers for the Kingdom of God
—Mattbew 20:26, 27; 23:8-11: Romam

12:8: | Corinthians 3-5: 4:1, 2: C

4:11; | Thewalonians 5:-12-14

As overseers, they supervise the in-
struction provided at meetings and
take the lead in the preaching activity.
Preaching the good news of the King-
dom throughout its assigned territory
is a primary obective of the con-

gregation. Overseers also serve as
shepherds, visiting members of the
congregation to encourage them as
needed. —Murthew 24:14; Acos 1:8; | Thes
salomians 2:11, 12: 5:14, 15; 2 Timothy 2
James 5:13-16; 1 Poter

24-26; Hebrews 13:17;
5:]-4

The elders also have the responsibil-
ity to reprove and admimister disci-
pline to any who may be following a
wrongful course and who may present
a danger to the spiritual and moral
cleanness and the unity of the congre-

gation. | Corinthians 5:4, 5, 7, 11-13
Trws 1:9; 2:15; 3:10, 11

Regular associanon with the con-
greganion will give you fine fellow-
ship and many spiritual benefits.
—Pualm 35:18; 84:10

o wmpervie the affars of individual




Elder conductin
Wt btateer Stu ¥s
United States

Scene from Theocratie
Ministry Schoaol,
Faeroe lslands

\\

Group stedy in private
home, Yap

Kingdom Hall, New
Braunfels, Texas, UL.5.A.,
built in two days by
Jehovah's Witnesses

Meetings for Inciting
to Love and Fine Works

Thc early Christians met together,
lNI.I"}' In private homes, to receve
instruction and enjoy upbuilding fel
lowship. Teday, congregations of Je-
hovah's Witnesses meet three times a
week, You are invited to attend any ot
these meetings. Their meetings are not
ntualistic, but they focus on divine
education. Congregation meetings are
opened and closed with song and
prayer. Attendance is free, and no
collections are taken, —Acts 4:23-31; 14:
22, 15:32, 35; Romans 16:5; Colosstans 4:15,

Perhaps the first meeting that you
attend will be the 45-minute public
talk, dealing with Bible reachings,
prophecy, or counsel on Christian
living. Following this talk, there is a
study of the Bible, using an article in
The Watchtorer that 15 especially de-
signed for congregation study, The
study follows this format: A para-
graph from The Watchtower is read,
and the conductor propounds ques-
tions on the material that those in the
audience may volunteer to answer
by raising their hand. Usually several

comments are given on cach para-
graph. The meeting lasts one hour.

Later on 1n the week, two other
45-minute meetings are held. One 1
the Theocratic Ministry School. It
prn‘-'ldfx« tramning on how to gat her
material on Bible subjects and to
teach 1t effectively. Following 21
minutes of special instruction, stu-
dents who are assigned in advance
give short presentations. After each
presentation, the school instructor
gives counsel showing how the stu-
dent may improve, Several textbooks
have been prepared for use in this
school. Those who regularly attend
meetings may enroll, provided they
are living in a way that accords with
Christian principles,

The meeting that follows is called
the Service Meeting. It consists of
three or four parts that deal with
presenting the good news from house
ta house as well as other features of
the ministry, These parts are present-
ed as talks, discussions, or demonstra-




Kingdom |[i||slin

vanous countrics

tions, with some audience participa-
tion. Much of the program is based
on material found in Our King-
dom Ministry, a four-page instruc-
tion sheet published monthly by the
Watch Tower Society.

The third meeting is a weekly
study held in smaller groups, usual-
ly in private homes throughout the
congregation’s territory. The study is
based on the Bible and a recent book
published by the Society. Since the
group 1s smaller, there 15 a bettar
opportunity for all to share in the
discussion, and there is a fine oppor-
tunity for those in attendance to get
better acquainted with one another.

Most congregations hold their Australia

meetings in a Kingdom Hall built by
Jehovah's Witnesses. The costs are
covered by voluntary contributions
from the Witnesses themselves, and
11 mMost cases the work is done with-
out charge by wvolunteer workers. ININAE ZHUae
- = ‘ 4 KONGHEICE LAl
Contribution boxes are available at
all meetings for the use of those who
wish to contnbute.

.
R o

-

Congregation meetings help Jeho-
vah's Witnesses to follow the counsel
at Hebrews 10:24, 25: “Let us consid-
er one another to incite to love and
fine works, not forsaking the gather-
ing of ourselves together, as some
have the custom, but encouraging
ane another, and all the more so as
[we] behold the day drawing near.”

& What features of early Christan meetings
can be wen in meetings of Jehovah's Witnewsed}

s Outline what i presented at the five
meetings held regularly by the Witneses,

s How have meeting halls been obtained?
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Jehovah's Witnesses
preaching God’s
Kingdom in various
countrics

Congregations Organized
for Preaching God’s Kingdom

Wiu‘n on earth, Jesus Christ
preached the Kingdom of God, going
from village to village and from ity
to city, He also trained and sent out
his disciples to do the same work
Before ascending to heaven, he com-
manded his followers to make disci-
ples of people of all the nations. From
its very inception, the early Chris-
tian congregation was organized for
preaching the good news, Wherever
the disciples went, they would be

found preaching the Kingdom of

God. —Mawhew 4:17, 23; 10:1-162 28:19, 20,
Luke 4:43, 44; 8:1; 10:1-%; Aces 1:8; 4:31;
5:42; B:12; 19:4; 28:2), 30, 31; Romans 10
9, 10, 14

In Jesus" prophecy on the conclu
sion of the system of things, he stated:
“This good news of the kingdom will
be preached in all the inhabited earth
for a witness to all the nations; and
then the end will come,” This preach-

ing is a primary obligation of

the Christian congregation today.
—Matthew 24:14; Mark 13:10

Worldwide, all congregations of
Jehovah's Witnesses are organized to
cover their local area systematically

with the preaching of the good news
of God's Kingdom. So that it will be
done in an orderly manner, in each
country the branch office of the
Watch Tower Soc ety assigns to
every congregation an arca for wit-
nessing. The congregation divides
that ternitory assignment into smaller
portions, which are then assigned to
those who will take the responsibility
to see that the people are called on,

| Connthaans 14:33, 40,

The Witnesses usually contact peo-
ple by going from house to house.
At their congregation meetings, Je-
hovah's Witnesses have been trained
to make shon presentations of the




Kingdom message at the doors, using
their Bibles. The Witnesses carry Bi-
ble literature to leave with the house-
holders who wish to gain greater
knowledge of God's Word.

In order to give everyone in the
territory an opportunity to hear the
important Kingdom message, the Wit-
nesses keep a detailed record as they go
from house to house, indicating where
people were not at home or where for
some other reason it was not |'m:1..51|1]:
to give a thorough witness, A call will
be made at another time. Where inter-
est 18 shown, that is noted, and the
Witnesses return to provide additional
Scriptural information, If desired, a

regular Bible study will be conducted.
All of ths 1s done free of charge.

Jehovah's Witnesses also offer mag-
azines to passersby on the streets. In
this way they are able to contact many
people they might not find at home.
-'ﬂl r"-‘F i'H.rP” 1% |'|].|I|f"' I resad h our to
evervone who will hear.—Acs 17:17;
Revelation 14:6, 7; 22:17

Why do the Witnesses keep calling
when the majonity do not show any
interest? It has been found that the
situation of individuals often changes
and they respond positively on an-
other visit, or some other person of
the household may be met who will
show Interest.

Jesus said to hus disciples: “Keep on,
then, seeking hrst the kingdom and
his righteousness,” The preaching of
God's Kingdom plays a vital part in
our secking first the Kingdom, and
Jehovah's Witnesses make this a very
important  objective m their lives,
—Matthew 6:33; 2 Tumothy 4.2

o Whar work of Jews and the early Christians
wad foreteld 1o be done alwo in our day?

® How is the preaching activity of Jehovah’s
Witnesses or gamared?

e Why do the Witnewes keep calling on peaple
when the mawriy thow no intersa?
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Rejoicing and Praising God

at Assemblies

me the carly 1880 the Bible Stu-
dents saw that, in addition to local
meetings, It would be benchcial for
them to become acquainted with
their fellow believers from other
areas. So they began to arrange yearly
conventions of Bible Students from
all over the United States, and later
also from Canada. These were periods
of spiritual refreshment; for several
days intensive Bible mstruction was
provided, and all enjoyed a delightful
interchange of encouragement. Bap-
tism of new believers became a reg-
ular feature at conventions. Con-
ventions were also used to give a
more extensive witness to the public.
—Romams 1111, 12,

Today Jehovah’s Witnesses enjoy
regular assemblies. Usually about 18
to 25 congregations are grouped to-
gether in what are called circuits,
which are visited, or served, by traw-
eling overseers. Twice a year, cir-
cuit assemblies are arranged where
the congregations in a circuit, or part
of that circuit, meet together on Sat-
urday and Sunday.

Once a year, larger three- or four-
day conventions, called district con-
ventions, dre arranged in each coun-
try, where thousands can be gathered
together at one place. These conven-
tions provide spiritual upbuilding for
Jehovah's Witnesses and others inter-
ested in their activities, and they also
give a public witness.

The program for these assemblics
and conventions s prepared by the
Governing Body of Jehovah's Wit-
nesses and 1s based on the needs of the
Witnesses worldwide. It consists of

talks, discussions, and true-to-life
presentations called demonstrations,
presented by traveling overseers and
qualified Witnesses from congrega-
tions. Various ones also relate exper-
ences about how they are meeting the
challenge of living as Christians i a
godless world or what results they are
having in the mimstry, At district
conventions there is an additional
feature—live presentations in the
form of Bible dramas or dramas in
modern-day settings, depicting how
Chrnistians cope with problems they
face roday.

Also meals and refreshments are
provided, ftor a small contribution.
This allows for enjoyable fellowship
when meetings are not in session. All
the work involved n operating these
events 15 done by volunteers from
among Jehovah's Witnesses. The cost
of the facilities and other expenses are
covered by voluntary contributions.
Admittance is free, and no collections
are taken.

You can hnd out from the local
congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses
when and where these gathenings are
scheduled in your area. Information
will also be provided about any travel
arrangements, as well as how to ob-
tain rooming accommodations.

These assemblies and conventions
help Jehovah's Witnesses and all asso-
ciating with them to see beyond their
local congregation and 1o appreciate
the whole association of their broth-
ers in the world.—1 Peaer 2:17,

& What benefits did the early Bible Studenes
gain from their conventions?

= Describe the arrangrment and program for
cireuit assemblies and distrxs conventions.



20

District overseer
addresses a circuit
assembly

Traveling Overseers—
Fellow Workers in the Truth

I'l'l l'ht Chl’]"}t!.!ll u.'ﬂngrcg.lrrnn I:'rl.

the first century, there were traveling
overseers who visited congregations
to build them up. They gave of them-
selves, not seeking personal gain, that
they might help those in the congre-
gations to continue walking worthily
of God.—Acts 11:23, 24; 14:21, 22; 15:32;
20:2, 31-35; Phulippians 2:20-22, 39; | Thessa-
lonians 2:5-12,

Today the congregations of Jeho-
vah's Witnesses also receave the ben
chts of traveling overseers. These
men have many years of experience
in the preaching activities of Jeho-
vah's Witnesses and as overseers.
They freed themselves of secular
work and household responsibilities
so that they could offer themselves in
the full-time ministry, For those who
are married, usually the wives have
also shared in the mimstry full time
with their husbands.

A crrcuit overseer 15 assigned to
care for a circuit with about 18 to 25
congregations. He visits each congre-
gation in the circuit about twice a

}'L'.'tr ..11'11:] after two or [hH:L' VEars 1s
assigned to another circuit. In this
“'J.!u' t}lE Lﬂﬂgffs.itl{]ﬂh can hLHL’l'I[
from the varying experience and abil-
ities of different circuit overseers.

The circuit overseer checks into
the spiritual condition of the congre-
gation and its activity. He gives sev-
eral talks to the congregation and also
meets with the elders and minmisterial
servants to consider how they can
improve their service to the congre-
gation.

During the week both he and his
wife, if he 1s married, accompany the
|l|n|.'.1] ﬁ’llnfiﬁt‘i, hr]p]ﬂg |I'|I!'f'|'| o 1m-
prove in their house-to-house minis-
try. He and his wife will also visit
newly interested people to encourage
them in the faith, You can ask for
hl..lil..']'l A Visit,

The district overseer has similar
spiritual qualifications and back-
ground of experience. He travels
from circuit to circuit, rendering ser-
vice each week in connection with




Circuit overscers give
instruction in preaching from
house to house, talk to
congregation elders, visit Bible
studies with newly interested
ones, address congregations

the circuit assemblies. He and his
wife also work i the field ministry
with the Witnesses in one of the
congregations of the circuit he is vis-
iting. He supervises the final prepara-
tion of the circuit assembly program
and gives several talks during the as-
sembly, including the public talk.

When the traveling overseers have
concluded their visit in a congrega-
tion or a circuit, they continue on
to visit another, !u”nwmg the same
schedule, until all congregations o
circuits have been visited in about six
months; then they begin over again.

In many countries the traveling
overseers travel by car or use public
transportation. In other countries
they may use a bicycle or even walk.
The Society covers the transportation
expenses of the traveling overseer and
also provides him and his wife with
a small allowance for their personal
needs. Usually the traveling overseer
and his wife are provided with room-
ing accommodations and meals by
members of each congregation.

This service calls for a spirit of
selt-sacrifice. The traveling overseers
and their wives are determined 1o
render their service to the congrega-
tions without placing an expensive
burden on them.—1 Thessalonians 2:9

® What was the purpose of traveling overseers
in the Aratecentury Christian congregation?

- JI." ||||'|I 'I.1'|F|I:!F_ YETINEEr S Iu||_n' I\r..'.:’||r
qualified and avadable for thiv mimivry?

# Describe the service of the circwn and
divirict overseers and how they live
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Lefi: Gilead School
classroom,

Brooklyn, N.Y.,
U.5.A,

Right: Missionar
l.i.'lgl:h'lng, God's \Jurd
in Papua New Guinea

Full-Time Ministers Spearhead
the Preaching Work

Pmul‘ll}' the first one of Jehovah's
Witnesses to call on vou was a full
tme pioneer minister or a Mission-
ary. Since Jehovah's Witnesses do no
h.l"r'!' al F}.IILI T'IHT'II'}"'!.'. :"l!l.] may E'I.H-'["
wondered how these people could en-
gage in the mimstry full tme,

All of Jehavah's Witnesses who are
dedicated and baptized are ministers,
but the greater number have family
or other obligations that prevent
them from devoting more than a few
hours a week to their miristry. How-
ever, thousands of Witnesses the
world owver have cut back on their
standard of living so they can cover
their reduced expenses with part-time
work and then devote 1,000 hours or
more a year to the ministry

True, the full-time pioneer minis-
ters do not have as much money to
spend on themselves, bar 1o them
this 1s a way of secking hrst God's
Kingdom, And they receive many
blessings, Just being able to talk to
others about God’s Word for 90

h“i."\ or o a I'I'Il'ﬂ"l'[h 15 a4 hine 1."\:]'1"1']-
ence i itself. The full-time minister
II'III'.‘H"\'L‘! I'llﬂ. .ﬁl\'.l].l jii thl: mumsiry ..I.[I.d
also has the ume to follow up on
Interest prnpur]}'. Th ;mn]uu.'-. VETY
encouraging results. They have what
they need materially, and they ap-
preciate very much what they have,
—Matihew 6133,

In February 1943, the Waich Tow-
er Society established the Watchtow-
er Bible School of Gilead. The
purpose was to train experienced
full-time pioneer mimnisters to serve as
missionaries in foreign countries. The
five-month course consists of a con-
centrated study of the Bible, Bible
history, Jehovah’s orsanization, and
rl.'l.ill'd ‘llh“‘l'l'ﬁ in F[{"':I.i[.HIIH'I t‘l'l[ SCr
vice in a foreign held,

The Society pays trnsportation to
the missionary assignment and pro-
vides wholesome meals and modest
living accommaodations in missionary
homes. It also supplies each mission-
ary with a small allewance for per




Pioncer ministers and
missionaries preaching God’s
Word in various countrics

sonal expenses. The missionaries take
their turn in the operation of the
home by shopping, preparing meals,
and cleaning. With this reasonable
care the missionaries are able to de-
vote at least 140 hours a month o
preaching from house to house and
conducting Bible studies with inter-
ested people.

Many of these missionaries are as-
signed thousands of miles away from
home and family. They have had to
adjust to a different living standard
and culture, to new eating habits, to
a different climate, and to speaking
another language. They are doing this
work because they love people and
have a strong desire to help them to
learn about God'’s Kingdom.

From 1943 through 1985, the
Watchtower Bible School of Gilead
conducted 80 classes and has sent out
more than 6,000 missionaries. Under
the supervision of the Society, these
have spearheaded the expansion of
Bible education throughout Africa,
Central and South America, the On-
ent, and the South Pacific, and they
have accomplished much in Europe.

Whether Jehovah's Witnesses en-
gage in the ministry full time as pio
Neers Or as Mmissionaries or part fme,
they secrve without financial gamn.
They are spending of their own time
and money, and of themselves, to
help others get the knowledge that
leads to everlasting life.—John 17:3

& How are some of Jehovah's Witnesses sble to
devote ther full time 1o the munivtry, and why
do they do this?

# How are minsters tramed for the mssionary
work

¢ How are missionaries supported mn their
foreign asngnment ?




24 Producing Bible Literature

to Praise God

Jchut'.lh'- Witnesses are well known
tor their preaching of God's King
dom by means of the printed page
i Since 1920 the Watch Tower Soci-
ety has used volunteer workers from
among the Witnesses to produce
magazines and books for distr-
bution. This has been to ensure a
dependable production of literature
At I!']E‘ lﬂ“.'L'ST Pl?ﬁﬁihlt’ cosl.

Volunteers j»crl'nnning
tasks related t

roduciion of Bible
iterature at factory,
home, ofhce, and
farm, in Brooklyn and
Wallkill, New York,
L.5.A,

For some 60 years, the Society has
developed and expanded its produc-
tion of Bible literature, first in Brook-
lyn and then in other countries. All
”'ILL “-'ﬂrl'i haﬁ bff" dl}"f I.]:|| 4N IMCIcds-
ing staff of volunteers.

By the late 1970°s the traditional
methods of processing and printing
text were br:ing ph.l'n.'d out m ravor
of computer processing, phototype-
setting, and offset printing. The prob-
lem here was that available commel
clal equipment could process only a
limited number of languages. How-
ever, the SDCiEt‘f was Jllr:,u_l:,* prul.luu.-

ing literature in about 160 lainguages,
and there was a need for more

So, volunteers were called in 10
develop 2 multilanguage electronic
phototypesetting system. The results
were gratifying. The necessary tech-
nical breakthroughs were made, and a
text-entry, composition, and photo-
typesetting system, called MEPS, was
developed. This can process nearly
200 languages. More can be added.

Today MEDPS text entry and graph-
ics units, produced by Jehovah's Wit-
nesses, are m use in 25 countries,

and more are planned for, Volunteer

workers from these countries have
been tramned to operate and maintain
this equipment. The Society is now
producing magazines in more than
100 languages m 36 countries, and in
5 of these countries bound books and
Bibles are also being produced.

To do this work |'-'.'1.||Ji|'|.'-1 |wu]'rll;
_ern’rﬁl TTJH\'J[HF.\, ]‘]“ll:‘l'{'.lll{'rﬁ,
printers, bookbinders, and shipping



Volunteers performing
various tasks directly or
indirectly involved in
production of Bibles and
Bible literature

workers. Others must handle corre-
‘-‘l’“"‘l‘:““' with the Lklﬂgfr.‘g-lﬂi:'ﬂ\.
Some produce food, prepare meals,
do cleaning, laundry, and so forth.
All of this is handled by volunteer
workers who make themselves avail-
able in the vanous countries. Around
the world during 1985, there were
8,438 volunteer workers serving at
the various offices, factories, homes,
and farms.

Who are these people? They are
men and women, single and married,
young and old, all dedicated Jehovah’s
Witnesses. Some have been in this
work 40, 50, and even 60 years. They
spend an average of at least 44 hours
a week at therr work assignments, with
extra time as needed. Evemings and
weekends are devoted to preaching
the good news from house to house,
and to other congregation activities,

Around the world these workers
are provided with modest rooming
and meals at one of the Society’s
housing institutions, called Bethel
Homes, In addition they receive a
modest allowance to cover travel ex-
penses in their ministry and a small
amount for personal needs.

Since 1920, these volunteer work-
ers have produced over nine billion
Bibles, books, magazines, and pam-
phlets in about 200 languages for
worldwide distribution. They are do-
ing their part so that the everlasting
good news can be declared as glad
tidings to every nation and tribe and
tongue and people.—Revelation 14:6, 7

& What printing aperaiions does the Watch

Tower Sociery have, and why?

& Who do all thas work, and how do they Tive?

”

South Afnica

:’;lrrthfl]i;'lﬁi'l .
—

Sweden

Australia




Presidents of the
Watch Tower Society

C. T. Russell,

1. E. Rutherford,

Shepherding God’s Flock

in Unity

Sum: ask: ‘How is the worldwide
congregation of Jehovah's Witnesses
governed?' We answer: The govern-
ing arrangement follows tae pattern
of the Christian congregation of the
first century,

In the 1870's Charles T. Russell
and his associates took the initiative
in spreading the results of -heir Bible
study by means of talks and printed
matter, Around the country, those
who chose to associate with this work
looked to Russell and his close asso-
ciates as the body of men most expe-
rienced in doing the Lord’s work and
from whom they could seek counsel
pertaining to their activities.

In 1884 Zion's Watch Tower Tract
Society was incorporated under the
laws of the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania. Russell and his reSponsible
associates were closely involved with
directing this Society as well as the
activities of the Bible Students. In
1909 they moved their headquarrers
to Brooklyn, New York. Through
the years the directors of the Warch

Tower Society and other closely asso-
clated, spiritually qualified, anointed
men have been serving as a governing
body for Jehovah's Witnesses,

The Governing Body consists of
a group of anointed Christian men
(13 in 1986), including 7 serving on
the board of directors of the Watch
Tower Society. These preside over the
worldwide activities of Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses. They are not inspired by God
and hence are not infallible, but they
rely on God's infallible Word as the
highest authority on earth, and have a
lifetime of experience in submitting
to God's will. Each has a record of
more than 40 years in the full-time
ministry with Jehovah's Witnesses.

The Governing Body supervises
what the Society publishes. What 1s
written 1§ based on observing the spir-
itual needs of the flock and is the
result of prayerful and thorough
study and research into God's Word.
As these men continue to study the
Bible and observe the progressive out-
working of God's purposes, the ful-

# Areas where |ehovah's Witnesses are doing God's will




A few of more than 90 branch
offices through which Jechovah’s
Wirnesses” worldwide activities r—
are supervised

fillment of prophecy in world events,
and the situation of God's people in
the world, they may at times find it
necessary to make enlightened adjust-
ments in the understanding of some
teachings. In this way, knowledge of
truth becomes ever more abundant.
—PMualm 97:11: Proverbs 4:18; Danzel 12:4

The Governing Body has appoint-
ed a Branch Committee of three or
more spintually qualified men in
each of the more than 90 branches __I"_I"f*_“. i:::f,:
earth wide to supervise activities in :
more than 200 lands and island
groups, The branches communicate
with the congregations under their
supervision. There is regular com-
munication between the Governing
Body and the Branch Committees,
and members of the Governming Body
personally visit many branches each
year s0 as to keep in touch with
conditions.

These men are not masters over the
faith of others but are ministers who
work hard so that many others can
learn about God’s Word. They do not
serve for financial gain, but they have
their material needs provided the same
as do all other members of Bethel
families. Proof that they are serving
faithiully is seen in the zeal, unity,
high moral standards, and loyalty to
Bible teachings displayed by Jeho-
vah's Witnesses worldwide.—1 Corn-

thians 3:5-9; 4:1, 2: 2 Corinthians 1:24; 3:1-3;
| Peter 5:2, 3.

® What governing arrangement developed?

& Who serve oo the Governing Body today,
and what are their respontibilines?

* How is the work supervised in other lands?
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Financially Supported by
Voluntary Contributions

AJI the acuvity previously de-
scribed 1s supported by wvolunteer
workers, thus keeping costs down.
The house-to-house mumistry and dis-
tribution of literature is done volun-
tarily by Jehovah's Witnesses. They
pay for their own expenses. The el-
ders who supervise the congrega
tions, assisted by the ministerial ser-
vants, receive no payment for their
services. They cover all their own
expenses.

Even the members of the Govern-
ing Body and all others who work full

Last Will and Testament

time in the preparation and produc-
tion of Bibles and Bible literature re-
ceive only their room and meals and
a small allowance to cover expenses.
The same is true of the full-time tray-
eling overseers.

The modest contributions received
tor literature for the most part cover
only the basic costs of materials, pro-
duction, and shipping. All other ex-
penses are covered by wvoluntary
financial contributions made by Jeho-
"n'.ll-llﬁ W““fsﬁc.\ thﬁ:mﬁﬁ:j\"f.‘-, Ii!l’t!ugh
donation or by legal will.

At all meetings of Jehovah's Wit-
nesses, whether local or ar assemblies,
there are contribution boxes available
tor those who wish to make contnibu-
tions. No collections are taken. There
are no dues or uthes that have to be
paid. As laid down in the Scriptures,
each one can contribute as he has
resolved 1n his heart.=—2 Corinthians
Bild: ™7

o [Tow s all the activity af Jehovah's
Witneases supported Anancially?



Persecuted for
Righteousness

Yuu may hear from friends and
relatives that Jehovah's Witnesses get
into trouble with the law, that they
are banned by some governments, or
that they are otherwise bad people.
Why this contrary talk about them?

It 1s not because the Witnesses dis-
respect the law but because they fol-
low in the tootsteps of Jesus. Jesus said
to his disciples that men would re-
proach them, persecute them, and
lyingly say every sort of wicked thing
against them. This is because God's
chief opposer, Satan, is the god of this
world, and he would like to turn
men away trom serving God.—Mat
thew 5:10:012; 10:16:22, 34-39; 24:9, 10; John
Pa:d?=16:8; 2 Timothy 3113 | Peter 5:8: Rev-
elation 12117

When the apostles were arrested
and taken to court, it was not because
they were criminals, men of violence,
or seditionists, It was because they
were preaching the good news, When
the apostle Paul appealed his case 1o
higher courts, it was to defend and
legally establish the right of Chris-
tians to preach the good news.—Acs
4:18-20; 5:28-32; Philippians §27

Today, Jehovah's Witnesses are
law-abiding Christians who pay their
taxes and show respect for those in
authority. They pay back Caesar’s
things to Caesar and God's things to
God. If they have a conflict with any
governmental authority, it is because
the government does not recognize
their preaching work, or because of
their neutral stand in affairs between
the nations. But in this Jehovah's
Witnesses must take the same position
as did the apostles, who stated: “We
must obey God as ruler rather than

’ Sake

men."—Acts 5:29; Mark 1217,
¥6; Thtus 01, 2

Jehovah's Witnesses do not seek
persecution but would prefer to lead a
calm and quiet life, However, if be-
cause of their following God's law and
the example of Jesus Christ they are
persecuted, they are happy to en-
dure it.—Manhew 3 10-12; Acta 5:40, 41:

John 1K:

| Corinthians 4:12; | Timothy 2:2: 1 Peter 3
14, 15; 4:12-186

® Why are [ehovah's servants reproached and
prhuum’;’

& Why do Jehovah's Witnesses sametimes
come into conflict with governmental
authorines, as did the Christian apotles?

o How do _Fr!h.vl-lh‘: IVAOLY View perseculon !
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Jesus was haled
before Pilate and the
apostle Paul was
imprisoned because
of preaching God’s
Kingdom
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United in Doing
God’s Will

W:impe that the information pre-
sented in this brochure about the
ministry, meenings, and organization
of Jehovah's Witnesses will encour-
age you the reader to associate more
fully with them in worshiping Cod.
We invite you to learn about the
. Witnesses firsthand by personally as-
Nigeria > soctating with a congregation of Je-
hovah’s Witnesses and attending
their assemblies. This will contrib-

ute l‘nurhlh to your understanding of Viewd Gom 18 of the tnore
God's will ar this time. —Tius 2:11-14 than 200 lands and islands
As you conform your life to the of the sea where Jehovah's

oy - = - Witnesses are united in
Bibles standard of fine works, you doing God's will

will also have the privilege of sharing
with Jehovah's Witnesses in their ac-
tivities. In addition to enjoying the
warm fellowship of a worldwide asso-
ciation of brothers, you will be able
to look forward to surviving the end
of the present system of things into a
new system where peace and righ-
teousness will dwell.—2 Peter 1:13
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Ausiria

Canada
L
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:if.* United States




“And this good news of the kingdom will be preached in
all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations.”
—Matthew 24:14.




