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WATCHTOWER
BIBTE AND TRACT sOCIETY OF NEW YORK, INC.

aFooKLvN, NEW YOFX 20r. u

Septenber 20, I9 84

TO AI,I. BODIES OF ELDERS

Dear Brothers:

The Society has leceived inquir les regardlrrg the handl lng of correspondence
deal ing wlth judicial  cases and dlsassocia!1ons. We would l ike to take thls oppor-
tuni ty Eo provide you oi th some guidel ines to assist  you.

You shoul-d keep in nind lhar the Society has provided certaln guidel ines alert-
ing you Eo S_criptgral  requlrements and al-so some lega1 requlrenents. Sone {ndl-
vrouals r ,rno have been discipl ined late! Iose rhetr splr1tual l ty and becomo vlndict ive
and retal latory. A1I judlctal  comolt tees should be extremely careful  to fol low the
instruct ions the Soclety has given, not only to be certain lhat nattels are handLed
Scriptural ly,  but that nal lers are handled so that we do not unnecessarl ly expose
ourselves to Legal plob1ems, No ludlclal  connit tee should handle these hearings
hutr iedly and wlthout revlealng procedural  guldel ines, thought,  study, tborough
preParat lon and prayer;  I t  1s good also to consult  experlenced elder€ regardlng
prlnciples and procedure.

After a duly appolnted judlclal  comtl l tee haa meL ir l th an indivldual and has
declded el ther to dlsfel loeship or to shor,  nercy because thele 1s evldence of tepen-
tance, ot to disnles the ca6e because of lack of evidence, a leport  on the proceed-
lngs ls prepared and slgned by the judiclal  corNnit tee.

In lhe case of a dlsf  el1onshi.pplng, thls repolt  would lDclude f l l1hg out accu-
tateLy and conpleteLy and very careful ly the rrNot l f lcat ion of Dlsfel lowshipping oi
Dlsassoclat lonf i  for l l t  (S-77) and the r iRecord of Dlsfel lowshipplng or Dlsas6oclat lonl
cards (S-79a af ld S-79b).  The S-79a and S-79b cards are sent to the Soclety along
wlth lhe or lglnal-  copy of the S-77 fom. When the S-79b card i6 returned to you
by the Soclety,  then this al ,ong wlth the dupl icate of the S-77 form and any oLher
correspondence relat ing to the case, ls kept ln a sealed envelope. On the fron!
ol  the envelope should be lhe nalre of the dlsfel lo! ,rshipped persoo aLong with the
names of those who served on Che judlclal  conmlttee.

When a judiclal  connit tee does not disfel lowshlp the accused for the teasons
out l ined in paragiaph / i3 above, lhere is st i l1 a need for the committee Eo prepate
a l l r i t ten repo!!  on the case. This report  should be kept j .n a sealed envelope with
lhe date, the name of the accused on the front along hr i th the nanes of lhose who
served on the judlclaL corf i r i t tee.

I f  and when a disfel lorrshlpped indivldual makes a plea for relnstatenent,  the
envefope nray be opened by the comrnlttee that lr'ill be consj.derlng Che plea for relo-
statenent.  On !h1s coEni! lee, l t  is of ten preferable !o use lhe brothers who handled
the case or lglnal ly l f  they are aval lable and st1lL ful1y qualt f led ro eerve. I f
lhe declslon is to relnstate the indivldual,  lhe date of reinslatenen! should be
posted on the S-79b card which should be signed by the secretary and then prornpt ly
sent to the Society.  The f i le should then again be kept ln a sealed envelope showlng
lhe narne of the reinstated person along with the names of the brothers serving on
the reinstat ing comni l lee, The date of reinstatenent should aDDear on the outslde
of the enveloDe.
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AII  correspondence deal ing inirh judicial  naErers is conf i i lenl ial  and should

D e  K e p c  I n  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  f i l e  b y  r h e  c o n g r e g a L i o n  s e c r e r a r y .  T h e  s e c r e r a r y  I s
not aulhorized to open these f i les just because he is responsible for keeplng them
safe. Rather,  i f  there 1s a need Eo open these envelopes ln the future, thls should
be done by the elders who \r i l l  handle rhe case.

DISASSOCIATION

fn the case of one irho no longer nanls !o be recognizcd as one of Jehovahrs
Witnesses, disassociat lng hln6e1f,  Ehe facts establ lshing this should be kept 1n
a sealed envelope wi lh the nane of the dlsassociated one. as uel l  as the nanes of
the brothers nho were assigaed to conslder the facts establ ishlng the dlsassoclat lon,
l t r l t ten on lhe outside of the envelope. The facrs substaot ial lng the dlsassocial lon
nay be 1n nr l t ten fonn signed by the lndtvtdual or i t  nay be lhat the lndlvldual
made a verbal statenent to thls effect to two r^ ' l tnesses and these twb rr l tnesses have
pu! thls ln nr i t lng and have slgned a statement.  (See om pp. l5O-1,)

When a pelson disassoclates hir isel f  fxom the congregat lon by reagon of v iolat lng
hls Chrls l ian neutral l ty,  a cornmlt tee of brothers should conslder the evldence es-
tabl ishlng the malter.  Thts infornarlon should also be keFt Ln a seeled envelope
as out l lned 1n the above patagraph.

In cases where the elders ale pursulng a matte! Judlcial ly when the accused
disassocidtes hlnself ,  lnformatloo regardlng the offense(s) the individual wa6 accused
of as wel l  as evldence aval lable establ lshing the offense(s) should be prepaled by
the cof inl t tee and kept alon8 wlth the lnfonnat lon regsrding dlsassoclat lon, I f  the.
lndlvldual later nake€ a request for reinstatenent the cot luni t tee wi l l  need to consider
these nratters to determine l f  he has cleaned up hls l l fe and is el ig ible for reln-
statel lent.

l ,Jhen a person who has disassociaced h1n9e1f froo the congregat lon by reason
of violathg his Chrlst lan neulral i ty or through voluntar i ly \ r i thdrawlng from the
congregat lon, nakes a plea for reinstalement,  the envelope oay be opeled by the
coftnl t tee of brolhers that w1lf  be asslgl led to consider the plea for relnslatef lent.
On thls cornrnir tee i t  ls of len preferabte to use the brothers who handled the case
orl8ina11y 1f they axe aval lable and st l1l  ful ly qual l f ied to serve. f f  the declelon
is to relnstate the lndividual,  the date of reinstatement should be posted on the
S-79b card which should be slgned by the secrelary and lhen pronpt ly sent !o the
Sociely.  The f i le should Ehen agal[  be kept i r t  a sealed envelope showhg the r lane
of lhe relnstaled person along with the names of the brothers serving on the rel [-
stathg conrnl t tee. The date of relnstalement should aDpear on the outslde of the

HOW I,ONG SIIOULD THE FILES BE KE?T?

After a dlsfel lowshlpped person has been relnstared a ful l  f ive years, l f  rhe
judicial  connlt tee feel6 there is no longer any need to retain the f l le narer ial ,
i t  can be destroyed. This matter may most approprialely be determined by the judi-
cial  conrnl t tee that handled the case, i f  these brothers are st i11 avai lable and ful1y
qual i f ied to serve on a judicial  coiunit tee. I f  these brothers are not aval lable
or qual i f ied, the delernt inat ion nay be nade by rhe 6e!-vice cormit tee or qual i f led
elders designated by then. I f  there is sone reason rr ,hy the connit tee feels lhat
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lt  would be better to retain the correspondence longer,  l t  can be kept as loag as
necessary. I f  a man or a woman has entered lnto an adulterous narr iage, lhe f I1e
should be kept for f ive years after . reinstatement and thereafter at  least unt i l  the
death or renerr lage of the innocenr nare.

When lndlvlduals who dlsassoclated thenselves have been reinstated, the f l1e
on the case should be kept in a sealed envelope for at  least f ive yearE after the
relnstetement.  I t  may be kept longer i f  there is some teeEod why the cotrmit tee feel"s
th16 oould be appropriate.

I t  is out hope tha! theBe guldel lnes \r11I assist  you 1rt  car lng for these lmpor-
lant matters. Be assured of our nrarn Cht lst lan 1ove.

Your brothers,

26afu"*5,48"r
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