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SURVIVAL 1 

What Will Become of 
Planet Earth? 

WHAT does the future hold for you as one of the 
billions of persons now living on planet Earth? Would 
you like it to be a life of peace and security, among 
people who really love olle another? That and much 
more can be yours. But it is not the future that the 
majority expect. Why not? 

1 Threat of nuclear war has raised serious doubts as 
to whether there will be any future at all for vast 

J. What kind of future do you anticipate, and why? 
2, J. How does the threat of nuclear war influence the way 
many people view the future? 

4 
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portions of the human race. When an atom bomb was 
first used in warfare in 1945, over 70,000 men, women 
and children were killed instantly . Many thousands 
mOTC experienced agonizing deaths during the follow­
ing days and years. But today a sing le typical warhead 
has the explosive coment of all the bombs dropped 
during World War II . There are lens of thousands of 
nuclear weapons deployed for immed iate use. Sti ll the 
world spends some $2,000,000,000 a day on an arms 
race that leaves many people gasping in horror . 

1 But what jf there is on ly a "limited nuclear war"? 
The results would still be appalling. According to Carl 
Sagan, a well-k nown scientist, if the nat ions were to use 
even a fraction of their nuclear capacity. "there is little 
question that our global civil izat ion would be de­
stroyed. . And there seems to be a real possibility 
of the extinction of the human species." Many people 
try to put such prospects out of their minds, but that 
does not remove the danger. A rapid ly growing num­
ber of others have formed survivalist societ ies. In the 
hope that some will survive, they have built places of 
refuge in isolated areas and stocked these with food and 
medica l supplies , also with guns to drive ofr unwanted 
intruders. 

4 Apart from nuclea r war, scientists warn of possible 
global disaster from the way the environment is being 
abused. Pollution of the air we breathe is a source of 
serious concern. Forests are being decimated at an 
appalli ng rate; yet these are important to the earth's 
oxygen cycle, its rain cycle and soil conservation . 
T hrough ignorance and greed, vita l cropland is being 
ruined. Water supplies are being polluted, often with 

4. Wby is abuse of the environment viewed as a serious threat? 
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deadly chemicals. Yet these resources are necessities fo r 
l> ustaini ng human li fe. 

5 Of more immed iate concern, you may feel, is the 
f":1ct that violent cri me is making people prisoners in 
Iheir own homes. Political and social unrest makes life 
hazardous . Widespread unemploymen t and soari ng in­
flation result in privat ion and frustration. The homelife 
of ma ny is far from s.1tisfying; the bonds of love that 
,hould hold a family together afe often missing . Every­
where the attitude o f people is "Me first!" 

6 W here, then, ca n anyone find a sound basis for 
expecting to enjoy a life of security? If our future as 
inhabitants of the ea rtb depended solely on what men 
,md nations that share responsibility for these problems 
.1re willing and able to do, the ou tlook would truly be 
bleak. But is that t he case? 

FACTS THAT SHOULD NOT BE IGNORED 
7 ln their ca lculations, humans all too often leave out 

uf account the C reator of the eafth and of humankind . 
I~ ut how ca n we know what His purpose is? The Bible 
Idls us . Repeatedly th is Book states that what il con­
t.lins is of divine origin , inspired by God . Is this claim 
n ue? If it is, your life depends on acting in harmony 
w llh it. Because of the importance of this matter, we 
urge you to examine the Bible personall y. You will find 
OUI~t,1l1d i ng its many prophecies reOecling detailed 
knowledge of the futu re. Unmatched is it s wisdom 
wht n it is discussing matters that are most important 
II) your lasting happi ness . We fee l confident that, if 
you open-minded ly consider the ev idence, you will 

~. 6. WliJt other situations prevent people from expecting life 
1, ) 1>1.' !>CLUrt' ,11ld happy? 
I (,, ) WI1.lI evidence shows thnt the Bible is God's Word? 
(h) \"(I hy is it vilJI for people to know what the Bible says? 
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realize that the Bible cou ld only have come from a 
su pernatural source, from a God who truly loves man­
kind .· The Bible contains informat ion that is viral to 
OU T survival at this critica l time in human history. 
Appropriately, it is the most widely circulated book on 
earlh.-See 2 Peter 1:20, 21; 3:11-14; 2 Timothy 
3,1-5,14-17. 

8 The open ing verse of the Bible states as a runda­
mental truth tha t "God created the heavens and the 
earth." (Genesis I:!)# Although some people prefer to 
leave God nameless, the Bible does not . Identifying the 
Creator by name, Genesis 2:4 informs us that <~ehovah 
God made earth and heaven ." (See also Genesis 14:22; 
Exodus 6:3; 20:11.) Much of the Bible was written 
originally in Hebrew, and in the Hebrew Bible text 
God's personal name appears nea rly 7,000 times as a 
sacred tetragrammatoll (mil') . Some transbtors render 
it as Yahweh, but in English the most commonly used 
form of the name is Jehovah. 

9 This name was not devised by devout humans. It 
was chosen by the Creator himself. (Exodus 3: 13-15; 
Isaiah 42:8) It is not a flame to be used interchangeably 
with Buddha, Brahma, Allah or Jesus. Appropriately 
the prophet Moses reminded the ancient nation of 
Israel: "You well know today, and you must call back 

• See the book IJ tht Bible Rtdl/y tbe Word of God?, published 
by Watchtower Bible and TT"dCt Society of New York, Inc. 

" Unless otherwise indicated, Bible texts in this book arc 
qUOted from the Nl'IIl World rflms{fltiorl of tht Holy Scriptures, 
1981 edition. 

8. By what name does the Bible identify the Creator of pbnet 
Earth? 
9. (a) With whom did Ih3t name for God originare? (b) How 
important is God's name to us? (Joel 2:32; Micah 4:5) 
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to your heart that j ehovah [Hebrew: "''-'1'1 is the true 
God in the heavens above and 0 11 the earth beneath. 
There is no other." ( Deuteronomy 4:39) This is the 
God to whom j esus Christ prayed, the O ne whom he 
add ressed as "the only true God." Today He is wor­
shiped by informed persons out of every nation on 
eart h.-john 17:3; Matthew 4:8 ·10; 26:39; Roma ns 
3,29. 

10 By virtue of the faCI that j ehova h is the ea rth 's 
Creator, the entire planet belongs to him, and its 
future rests in his hands. ( Deuteronomy 10: 14 ; Psalm 
89 : II) The probJems of mankind arc not beyond 
God's ability to handle. The prospect of nuclear war 
terrifies humans. But whose laws cont rol the nu clear 
reactions that take place on an awesome sca le in the 
countless billions of stars? Does God not have the 
knowledge and the power needed to sa feguard life on 
pla net Earth? Likew ise, the problems that have devel­
oped because humans have both ignoramly and selfish­
ly po lluted their environment will not block the pur­
pose of Alm ighty God. The One who had the wisdom 
and the power needed to create the earth and the 
fascinating life forms on it can also give them a 
cleaned-up start if that is his will. (Isaiah 40:26; Psalm 
104:24) What , then, is Jehovah's purpose in connec­
t ion with our planet home? 

HOW LONG WILL THE EARTH REMAIN? 
II Is it God's purpose to destroy the eafth and all 

liv ing things on it ? Some astronomers theorize that 

10. Why will the th reat of nuclear war and the damage donr by 
pollution not thwart God's purpose for the earth? 
II. (a) What do sonle sciemisrs bdievr will eventually happen 
In till' earth ? (b) Who knows morr about these matters than 
Ihey do, and why? 



10 SURVIVAL INTO A NEW EARTH 

eventua lly our sun will experience an explosive enlarge­
ment in size and will engulf the earth. There are those 
who reason that, because of the very nature of the 
physical universe. the time must come when the sun 
will no longer shine and the earth will no longer 
sustain life. But are they correct? What does the Cre­
ator say-the One who brought into existence energy 
and matter, the One who originated the laws on 
which our existence depcnds?-Job 38:1-6, 21; Psalm 
146,3-6. 

J! Jehovah inspired wise King Solomon to write 
about man's life span as compared with the duration 
of the earth itself. AI Ecclesiastes 1:4 Solomon penned 
these words: "A generation is goi ng, and a gene ration 
is coming; but the cafth is sta nding ('ven to time 
indefi nite." Human history testifies to the truthfulness 
of this. Although one generation of mankind bas been 
replaced by another, the eanh, the globe 011 which we 
live, remains standing. But for how long? According to 
the literal rendering of the New World Trans/ation of 
the Holy Scriptures, it will be "to time indefinite." What 
docs that mean? 

13 The Hebrew word 'oholam', here rendered "time 
indefinite," basically means a period of time that, from 
the standpoint of the present, is indefinite or hidden 
from sight but of long duration. That can mean forev­
er. Docs it in this instance? Or does this expression 
indi cate that perhaps at some indefinite future time, 
now hidden from us, the earth will come to its end? 
Some things that the Bible says would continue "to 
time indefinite" did even tuall y encl. (Compare Num-

12. How have thc words of Ecclesiastes 1:4 proved true~ 
13. (a) What can "time indefinite" mean? (b) How can we be 
sure, then, that the earth will endure forever? 
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bers 25:13; Hebrews 7: 12.) But the Scriptures also 
assoc iate ·ob·/am' with that which is eterna l-for exam ­
ple, the Creator himsel f. (Compa re Psalm 90:2 and 
J Timothy I: 17.) As to what the expression means in 
con nection with the earth, we are not left in doubt. At 
Psalm 104:5 we are told: "He has founded the earth 
upon its established places; it will not be made to totter 
to time indefinite, or jortvtr. --See also Psa lm 119:90. 

14 What will endure foreve r is not merely a barren, 
unproduct ive globe. At Jeremiah 10:10-12 we 3re in­
fo rmed: "Jehova h is in truth God .... He is the Maker 
of the ea rth by his power, the One firmly establishing 
the productive land by his wisdom, and the One who 
by his understandi ng Siretched out the heavens." No­
tice that he not on ly made "the e3rth" but also firmly 
established "the product ive land. " In place of this latter 
expression, ma ny t ranslators render the Hebrew word 
It-vtl' simply "world." However, according to O/d Tts­
lumt1tl Word Sludiu by William Wilson, It·vtl' means 
"the earth, 3S fert i le and inh3bitcd, the habitable globe, 
world ." As to Jehovah 's pu rpose regarding this fertile, 
inhabited earth, Psalm 96: 10 reassuringly declares: "Je­
Ilova h hi mself ha s become king. The productive land 
.l lso becomes firmly established so that it ca nnot be 
Ill:lde to 10Il er."-See also Isaiah 45:18. 

IS Thus it is regarding the planet Earth on which we 

• Some lexicogrllphers therefore understand 'ob·14m' as uS«! 
,It Ecclesiastes 1:4 to mean "for ever. · The NtfJJ Englisb Bible, 
Rn,iud Standard Version, The Jerusalem 8iblt, Tht Bib/t in Living 
'· ".~lis", KillgJtlmts Version and others render it in that way. 

14 Ilow do we know that the globe wilillot someday become 
.1 II.IHen waste? 
l 'i. I low do thest faclS agree with th( prayer that Jesus taught 
I l!l lullowcrs? 
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live that Jesus Christ taught his followers to pray to 
God: "Let your kingdom come. Let your will take 
place, as in heaven, also upon tarth. "-Matthew 
6,9, 10. 

16 Jehovah 's will is not for the ea rth to be inhabited 
by people who have no regard for its Owner and little 
love for one another. Long ago he promised: "Evildo­
ers themselves wi/I be cut off, but those hoping in 
Jehovah are the ones that will possess the ea rth . The 
righteous themselves will possess the earth, and they 
will reside forever upon it." ( Psa lm 37:9, 29) "The 
inhabited eart h to come," of wh ic h the Bible speaks, 
will be populated by people who fear God and sincere­
ly love their fellowmen. ( Hebrews 2:5 ; compare Luke 
10:25-28.) So great will be the changes that take place 
under God's heaven ly Kingdom that the Bible speaks 
of "a new e3Tth"-not a different globe, bUI a new 
human socicty that will livc amid the paradisaic condi­
tions that manki nd's Creator purposed front the time 
he began his earthl y creation.-Revelat ion 21:1-5; 
Genesis 2:7-9, 15. 

11 The establishing of that " new ea rth" will. of ne­
cessity. be preceded by great destruction-one surpass­
ing anything that mankind has yet ex perienced. For the 
good of the earth itself and all who are trul y grateful 
to its Creator, he wi ll "bring to ruin those fuining the 
eart h." ( Revelalion 11 : 17, 18 ) God 's time for doing 
this is very near! When it is completed, will you be 
fou nd among lhe survivors?-I John 2:17; Proverbs 
2,2 1, 22. 

16. (a) What kind of people will then live on eart h? (b ) What 
is the "new earth" of which the Bible slXaks? 
17. Why is it important to learn God's requirements for 
survival now? 



SURVIVAL 2 

The Issues That 
Determine Our Future 

IN RECENT years burning issues that involve ou r 
future have been th rust upon us one after another in 
rapid succession. Condi tions arc such tha t people every­
where desperately want relief. Perhaps they believe in 
God, but it may seem to them that if the situation here 
on earth is going to im prove, humans are going to have 
to bring it about. Some try to do it th rough existing 
governments or by mass protests against the decisions 
of these govern ments. Others believe that revolution is 
the only way. They feel that changi ng laws, replaci ng 
rulers or even entire governments will surely improve 
condi tions. But what do the facts show? After trying 
fo r thousands of years, men have not produced even 
one government that has brought impartial just ice, true 
security and lasti ng happiness to all its subjects. What 
accounts for this? 

2 No matter how noble the objectives of persons in 
au thority, all human governme/llS are manipulated by 
forces beyond the control of the men in office. By 
whom? By superhuman spiri ts, Satan the Devil and his 
demons . True, ma ny people scoff at belief in such spirit 
persons. But Jesus Christ did not. He personally knew 
the background of $.1tan and spoke of him as "the ruler 
of this world. " (Joh n 12:3 1) In symbolic language, the 

J. (a) What current issues dominate the thinking of many 
people, and where do t hey look for solutions? (b) What are they 
"(!en fuilinS to consider? 
2. Why are conditions in the world so bad? 

13 
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Bible depicts the global political system as a wild beast 
and reveals that "the dragon [Satan] gave to the beast 
its power and its throm: and great aUlhority." ( Revela­
tion 13:1,2; compare Daniel 7:2-8, 12,23-26.) And 
for our day the Bible foretold increased "woe for the 
earth ... because the Devil has come down to you." 
(Revelation 12:12 ) Noth ing else ca n satisfactorily ac­
count for the chaos into which human society has been 
thrust. But how did it come about? What can we do to 
get relief? 

THE ISSUE OF SOVEREIGNTY 
J The opening chapters of the Bible jnform us that 

when Jehovah God crea ted the first human pair, Adam 
and Eve, and placed them in the garden of Eden he 
instructed them abou t thei r relationshi p ( 0 him. He was 
their Father, their generous Provider, also the Universal 
Sovereign. For their own good, they needed to appre­
ciate that their continued life depended on obedience to 
God.-Genesis 2:16,17; compare Acts 17:24,25. 

4 At that time all creation was perfect. Unlike the 
animals, angels and humans had the facuhy of free will. 
But soon after man's creation one of the angels, abusing 
the wonderful ability to make personal decisions, re­
belled against Jehova h's sovereignty. He thus made 
himself an adversary, or resister, which is the literal 
meaning of the name Satan. (Compare J:tmes I: 14, 15; 
Revelat ion 12:9. ) Motivated by ambition, Satan sought 
to en tice the first human pair away from Jehovah God 
and to bring them under his own influence. He saw in 
them the potential for an eart h filled with humans 

3. What does Genesis 2: 16, 17 show as to mankind's proper 
relationship to God ? 
4. (a) From where did $;t tan come? (b ) What wrong desire did 
he allow to develop? 
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honoring him as their god . (Compare Isaiah 14:12-14; 
Luke 4:5-7 .) The account of what took place in Eden 
is no mere fable. Jesus Christ referred to it as historical 
fact.-Ma tthew 19:4,5 . 

S Jesus said of the Devil: "He did not stand fast in 
Ihe truth. He is a liar and the fa th er of the lie." 
(John 8:44) The Devil's first recorded lie was to Eve 
when he called into question God's truthfulness. He 
urged rejection of God's law and argued that it would 
be beneficial for each one to set his own standards in 
life. (Genesis 3: 1-5; compare Jeremiah 10:23.) Jeho­
vah's sovereignlY was thus challenged there in Eden. As 
later events showed, the integrity toward God of all 
intelligent creatures was also called into question. Did 
they serve God because they really loved him, or could 
they be induced to turn away from him? (Job 1:7-12; 
2:3-5; Luke 22:3 1) These issues would affect everyone 
in heaven and on earth. What action did the Universal 
Sovereign take? 

6 Instead of immediately destroying the rebels, Jeho­
vah wisely allowed a certa in time period for the issues 
to be settled once and for al l. This God did, not to 
prove any point to himself, but to allow creatures with 
free will to see for themselves the bad fruitage produced 
by rebellion against his sovereignty, also to afford them 
opportunity to demonstrate where they personally 
stand on these vital matters. With the issues settled, 
never again wou ld anyone be permitted to disrupt the 
peace. 

7 Jehovah God, being mankind's Creator, was also 

5. (a ) What issues were raised in Edw? (b) Who is affected by 
them? 
fl. Why did Jehovah not immediately destroy the rebels? 
-,. (a) How did human governmentS begin? (b) What kind of 
n:cord have they made? 
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their rig htful Ruler. ( Revelat ion 4: II ) In time, howev­
er, Satan and his demons began to stir up in men the 
desire not only to set their OWJl sta ndards as to good 
:lI1d bad bu t also to ru le over thei r fe llowmen. N imrod 
was the fi rst to establish himself as a king, ruling over 
cil ies in Mesopotamia. He W,IS "a mighty hunter Ibol h 
of anima ls and of men ) in opposition to Jehovah." 
(Genesis 10:8·12) From the days of Nim rod down to 
the present , every poss ible kind of human government 
has been tried . But the overa ll record, as any student of 
history knows, has been one of corruption and blood­
shed.-Ecdesiastes 8:9. 

~ When Jesus Ch rist was on eanh, Sa tan tried to bring 
even him under his influe nce. He offered Jesus "all the 
kingdoms of the inhabi ted ea rth " in exc hange for one 
aCI of worship. Jesus refused. ( Luke 4: 1-13) L.lter the 
people wanted 10 m.ake him king, but Jesus withdrew. 
(John 6: 15) He knew wllJl the world's political system 
was, <l nd he realized that it was not God',), will for him 
to try to improve it. 

' Jesus demonstrated complete 10Y:l lt y toJChOV'lh, his 
God ,lnd Father. He loved his F;lther's W;IY,), ,md ,dways 
did the things pleasing 10 him. (John 8:29) lie knew 
that the solutions to the problems or Ilwnkind would 
come by means of God's Ki ngdom, .. rc.d boverllment 
that would rule from heaven :ll1d wou ld prov ide the 
righteous and loving direct ion needed by m,mkind . 
Thai Kingdom alont' could remove l ire inliuc nce of 
Satan and his demollS. It .llone could tlll il e people of JI/ 
races and nations in to aile glob .. l r.lrll ily li vi ng in peace. 
O nly it cou ld relieve 1ll,lIlkind or bond.ltl' to !>in and 

8. Why did J~sus refuse.' 10 get lI1\'oh'OO in the world\ political 
system? 
9. (;1) To solve m;Jt1 k i nd'~ probll·tm. wll.u mu,t Ill.' douc th~t 
only God's Kingdom C;111 du ? (h) W!!'tt t ~ dl.tl Km~dorn~ 
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death. Only it could bring lasting happiness to m:ln­
kind. This Kingdom is not somt: arrangement set up by 
politicians and blessed by the clergy. True Christ ians do 
not resort to weapons of carnal warfa re to furt her its 
interests. It is God's own government , with a perfect 
heavenly King enth roned by God himself. This is the 
Kingdom about which Jesus preached and fo r which he 
taught his fo llowers to pray.-D.1nicl 2:44; Revelation 
20,1,2; 2U, 4. 

WHI CH SIDE WILL YOU CHOOSE? 
10 The issue tll .. 1 you must face is fhis: Do you 

recognize that Jehovah God, the Creator of the UnI­

verse, is also its rightful Sovereign, its Supreme Ru ler? 
Have you t .. ken t ime to learn his purpose and his 
requirements as set out in the Bible? Out of respect for 
his position and in appreciation for his ways, are you 
prov ing yourself lovingly obedient to him?-Ps.1Im 
24: 1, to; John 17:3; I John 5:3. 

II Arc people who choose some other comse h:lppier? 
What has resulted from Satan's argument that humans 
would be benefited by asserti ng their independence 
inste .. d of listening to God? Refusal to acknowledge 
that God owns the earth and that all mankind, as 
descend:mlS of the original pair, are meant to be broth­
ers has resulted in the slaughter of at least 99 million 
men, women and ch ildren in wars in this century alone. 
Fai lure to apply the Bible's moral sta ndards has pro­
duced broken families, epidemics of venerea l disease, 
the ruining of health by drug addiction, and violent 
crime. Even perso ns who escape ~l violent end are 
confronted wit h death because of si n inherited from 

10. (a) WIl3t is the big issue that each olle of us must (Jee? 
(b) What should we be doing about it? 
1 J. \Vhy does choosing a differcnt course not bring IlJppincss? 
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Adam. All t he evidence shows lli:tt peoplc only hurt 
themselves and those around them wh en Ihey ignore 
the wise and loving requireme nts of the erc,lIor. (Ro­
ma ns 5: 12; compare Isaia h 48: 17. lB.) Surel y that is 
not the kind of life that you W:1I11. YOll ca n choose 
something far better. 

12 Wi th warm appea l, t he Bible ex tends Ihe invita­
tion: "Taste and see that Jehovah is good, 0 you 
people; happy is the able-bodied man lhat 1:l kcs refuge 
in him." (Psalm 34 :8) To do that, you must come to 
know Jehovah and then apply his counse l. As you do 
so, your life will become fi lled with meaning. Instead 
of grasping fo r brief moments of pleasure that may help 
you momentarily to forget problems but that often 
produce heartac be later, you will learn how to cope 
successfully with problems of life and how to have 
enduring joy. ( Prove rbs 3;5, 6; 4; 10-13; 1:30-33) You 
will also have the p rospect of sharing in the marvelous 
blessings that will come by means of God's Kingdom. 
If t his is the kind of life that you lo ng for, it is vital to 
act now. Why? 

ALL NATIONS HEADED FOR ARMAGEDDON 
JJ Jehovah wi ll not forever tolera te men and organ i­

zations that either deliberately or indifferen tl y fo llow 
Satan's lead. They will not be permitted to continue 
disregarding God's law, misusing the earth and spoiling 
life for oth ers. T hey face a day of reckoning in what 
the Bible calls "the great day of Jehovah ."-Zephaniah 
1 :2, ), 14-18. 

12. (a) What warm invitation does the Bible cxt clld \0 us? 
(b) As we progressively apply God's Wo rd ill o ur lives, what 
will we experience? 
13. Why is it important 10 take.J firm sl,ll1d 0 11 ) chov,lh's side 
now? 
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!. In a revelation of events that would take place 
during the closing days of the present system of things, 
Jesus Christ disclosed that "expressions inspired by 
demons" would "go forth to the kings of the entire 
inhabi ted earth , to gat her them together to the war of 
the great day of God the Almighty." As that revelation 
showed, "they gathered them together to the place that 
is ca lled in Hebrew Har-Magedon lor, Armageddon ]." 
That gathering is now under way!-Revelation 16: 14, 
16; AUfhoriud VmiOIl. 

U The Armageddon of which the Bible speaks is not 
something that C:1I1 be avoided by a nuclear freeze. 
International nego tiations wi ll not head it off. The 
name is apparently drawn from the ancient city of 
Megiddo, but far more is involved than a location in 
the Midd le EaSI. Egged on by the invisible "ruler of this 
world," all nations. despi te their varied poli tical ideol­
ogies, are being gat hered to a worldwide situat ion that 
demonstrates their opposit ion to Jehovah God. "The 
kings of the entire inhabi ted ea rth," along with all their 
followers, are being made to take their stand. Immedi­
ately before Armageddon their opposition to God's 
Kingdom and 10 all who proclaim it will greatly inten­
sify earth wide. Whether they acknowledge the exis­
tence of Sa tan or not, "the whole world is lying in the 
power oflhe wicked one," as God's Word declares . The 
entire wicked world and all who put their trust in it, 
yes, all who imitate its ways, must go.-I John 5: 19; 
2,15- 17. 

" From to p to boltom, this world is riddled with 
cor ruption. Not just noto rious criminals but average 
citiz~ns display ca llous disregard for law and lack of 

14. To what are all nations now being gathered? 
[5, [6. (a) What is Armagl-ddon? (b) Why is it neces5ary? 
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concern for the person and properly of rheir fellow­
man. Above all, they refuse to tah· heed 10 what God 
himself says in his Word, the Bible. They do not respect 
his sovereignty. It is necessary for God to !:lke :Jetton 
in order to clear his name of the reproach Ihal h;lS been 
brought upon it , also to prepare the wny for mak ing 
the earth a Paradise where lovers of righteollsness will 
be able to enjoy genui ne peace and security. 

17 When destruction comes, there will be no doubt 
that it is from Jehovah. Desolation will sweep around 
the globe. The nations will know that Jehovah is taki ng 
action as his forces of execution go into operation. As 
governmental authority crumbles, every man's hand 
will turn against his companion . From the heavens, 
God's own Son will direct the outcome.-Revelation 
6:16,17; J9:11-13; Zechariah 14:13. 

18 Unlike the results of nuclear war waged by men, 
this destruction will not be indiscriminate. But who will 
the survivors be? Will they be all who profess some sort 
of religion, or perhaps a ll who claim to be Christians? 
Jesus labels "many" of such as "workers of lawlessness. " 
(Matthew 7:2 1-23 ) The survivors into the "new earth" 
will be on ly those who have really cu ltivated an inti­
ma te relationship with Jehovah and his kingly Son, 
Christ Jesus. By their way of life and their witnessing 
concerning the Kingdom, they will have demonstrated 
that they tru ly "know God" and that they "obey the 
good news about our Lord Jesus." Are you proving 
yourself to be such a person?-2 Thessalonians 1:8; 
John J7:3; Zephaniah 2:2, 3. 

17. (a) How great will tbe destruction be? ( Il ) Who will be 
directing the outcome? 
18. Who will the survivors be? 



SURVIVAL 3 

How Long Will 
the Present System Last? 

IT IS on ly natural to w;;mt to know how long it will 
be until the events so vividl y described in the Bible 
and that culminate in Armageddon take place. When 
will the present wicked system be destroyed? W ill we 
live to see the e3rth become a place where lovers of 
righteousness can enjoy com plete peace and security ? 

2 Jesus Christ provided remarkable details that an­
swer those questions. He did so when his apost les 
asked: "What will be the sign of your presence and of 
the conclusion of the system of things?" With regard 
to the actual destruction of the present wicked system, 
Jesus plainly said: "Concerning thai day and hour 
nobody knows, nei ther the angels of the heavens nor 
the Son, but on ly the Father." (Matthew 24:3, 36) 
Yet he did describe in considerable detail lIlt generation 
that would see "the conclusion JGreek: JYI1·le'!ei·a1 of 
the system of things," the time period leading up to 
"the end JGreek : te'!oJ]." Read it for you rself in you r 
Bible at Matthew 24 :3-25:46, also in the parallel 
accounts at Mark 13;4-37 and Luke 21:7-36. 

J As you read these accounts, you will realize that, 
onl y in part, Jesus was describing eve nts leadi ng up to 
and including the destruction of Jerusalem and its 

1. Regarding the Bible's promises, what have many of us asked? 
2. (a) What similar question did Jesus' apostles ask? (b) Do we 
know exactly when the present wicked system will end? (c) But 
what very helpful information did Jesus provide? 
3. How do we know that Jesus' answer was not merely 
describing first-centur)' evcnts? 

21 
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temple I.n 70 C.E. It is evident that he also had 
something more far-reaching in mind. Why? Because 
at Matthew 24;21 he speaks of "g reat tribulation such 
as has not occurred si nce the world's beginning until 
now, no, nor will occur again." That calls for much 
more than the destruction of one city and the people 
tra pped in it. And at Luke 2 1: 31 the events described 
are said to point to the coming of the long-awaited 
"ki ngdom of God." What is the noteworth y "sign" 
for which Jesus sa id to watch? 

A COMPOSITE SIGN 
~ He foretold wars, food shortages, widespread pes­

ti lences, great ea rthquakes. and a loveless spiri t during 
a time of increasing lawlessness, but no one of these 
alone is "the sign. " All the features foretold must be 
fulfi lled in the life time of one generation for the 
picture to be complete. Included, too , wou ld be "an­
gu ish of nations, not knowing the way out ... whi le 
men become faint out of fea r" because of events taking 
pl ace in the heavens above and in the seas around 
them. (Luke 21:10,11,25-32; Matthew 24:1 2; com­
pare 2 Timothy 3:1-5. ) In contrast to all of this, hut 
as part of the sign, Jesus foretold a globa l preaching 
of the good news of God's Kingdom despite interna­
tional persecu tion of his fo llowers. (Mark 13:9- 13) 
Does that composite description specifi ca ll y fit the 
time in which we are living? 

5 Rid icu lers may scolT, saying that th ere have been 
wars, famines, ea rthquakes, and so forth, repeatedly in 
human history. But such events take on special signifi­
ca nce when they all appear together, not merely in a 

4. What is "the sign" Ihat Jesus gave? 
5. What would make these events more thal1 a repetition of 
hislory? 
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few isolated places, but on a global scale over an 
extended period of time that begins with a year fore­
told long in advance. 

6 Consider these fac ts: The war that broke out in 
1914 was of such p roport ions that it came to be known 
as the first world war, and since then peace has never 
tru ly returned to the earth . Fo llowi ng World War r 
came one of th e greatest famines that mankind has 
eve r experienced , and even today SOme 40 mi llion 
persons a year are dy ing from food shortages. The 
Spanish flu of 19t8 claimed lives at ,1 rate unparalleled 
in the history of disease, and despite scient ific research, 
tens of millions of persons are even now plagued with 
cancer, heart disease, loathsome venerea l diseases, ma­
laria, snail fever and river blindness. The frequency of 
major earthquakes has increased to about 20 times what 
it was on an average during the two thousa nd yea rs 
before 19 14. Fear and angu ish on a global scale amict 
people of all ages. Among the reasons are economic 
turmoil , violent crime and the threat of ann ihilation 
in nuclear wa r with weapons launched from subma rines 
or streaking down from the heave ns-something never 
possible before the 20th century. 

7 Amid all of this an ex traord inary worldwide proc­
lamation o f th e good news of God's Kingdom is being 
made, as Jesus foretold. In upwards of 200 la nds and 
islands of the seas, Jehovah's Witnesses devote hun­
dreds of millio ns of hours each year, free of charge, 
to help people from all wa lks of life to understand the 
meaning of these world events in the light of God's 
Word. Earnestly the Wi tnesses point people to the way 
of su rvival th rough the "great tribulation" as subjects 

6, 7. What events and conditions of the 20th century definitely 
match thaI conlposilC sign? (When answering, use your Bible 
and show which portions of Jesus' prophecy you are discussing.) 
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of the Kingdom of God. And the Wilnesses do this 
despite the fact tha t, as one Canadian news report 
observed, they "probably endure more persecution for 
less offence than any oth er religious group in the 
world. " 

8 We must also take into consideration that, as part 
of his prophecy, Jesus pointed to the expiration of a 
specific time period , say ing; "Jerusalem will be tram­
pled on by the nations , until the appointed limes of 
the nations are fulfilled." ( Luke 21:24) Have th ose 
"appointed times" ended? 

"THE APPOINTED TIMES OF THE NATIONS" 
9 To appreciate the answe r, we must understand the 

significance of Jerusalem it self. The city with its royal 
residence on Mount Zion was spoken of as "the town 
of the grand King . the ci ty of Jehovah." (Psalm 
48;2 , 8; Matthew 5;34, 35) The kings of the royal 
house of David were said to sit "upon Jehovah 's 
throne." Therefore Jerusalem waS a visible sy mbol that 
Jehovah exercised rul ership in the ea rth . (1 Chronicles 
29:23) Thus when the Babylonian armies were permit­
ted by God to destroy Jeru sa lem, take its king into 
exi le and leave the land desolate, they were trampling 
upon God's Kingdom as exercised through a royal 
descendant of King David. When that took place, in 
607 B.C.E., it marked the beginning of "the appointed 
times of the IGenti lel nations. " Never since then has 
a descendant of David ru led as king in J erusalem. 

10 What, then, would the end of that 'trampling on 
J erusa lem' mean? That Jehova h had again ent hroned a 

8. What time pcriod was also included in this prophecy? 
9. (a) What is the wJerusa.lem" that was "trampled on" by the 
nations? (b) When did that 'trampling' begin? 
10. (a) What wou ld the end or the 'trampling' mean? 
(b) From what "Jerusalem~ would Jesus then rule, and why? 
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king of his own choice, a descendant of O;svid, now 
to exercise au thority , not merely among the Jews, but 
in the affairs of manki nd as a whole. That one is the 
Lord Jesus Christ. ( Luke 1:30-33) But from where 
would he rule? Would it be from the earthly city of 
J erusalem? Jesus clea riy st;s ted that privileges in coo­
nection with the Kingdom of God were going to be 
taken away from fl es hly Israel. (Ma tthew 21:43; see 
also 23:37, 38.) Thereafter, worshipers of the true God 
looked to "the Jerus..1 lem above," God's heavenly or­
ganization of loyal spirit creatures, as their mother. 
(Gala tians 4:26) It would be in that heavenly Jerusalem 
that Jesus would be enthroned, to exerc ise ruling au­
thority toward the earth . (Psalm 110: 1, 2) That would 
take place at the end of "the appointed times of the 
nations." When wou ld that be? 

II Decades in advance it was known that this would 
come in 1914 ,It the end of the major fu lfill ment of 
the "seven times" of Daniel 4:10-17.* But full rea liza­
tion of its significlIlce came gradually during the years 
that followed. Progressively Bible students saw unfold­
ing before their eyes details of the composite sign that 
Jesus said wou ld indicate his heaven ly presence in King­
dom power. It became evident that they had, indeed, 
entered " t·he conclusio n of the system of things," that 
Christ had begun to rule as King in 1914 and that the 
end of this wicked world would come within the 
generation that saw the beginning of dlese things . 

• For details. see the book ~/-<I YOUT Killgdolll COII/f, .. pages 
127-39, 186-9. 

11, and ch3ft (p,lg(' 27). (a) How is the expiration of the 
~appointed times" calculated? (b) So, what began when Ihose 
"appointed times" ended? (c) How do historians view 1914? 
(See page 29.) 
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HOW SOUND ARE YOUR EXPECTATIONS? 
12 Some who are aware of these facts in fulfillment 

of Jesus ' prophecy find it difficult to accept the con­
clusion toward which these point. Why? Because they 
expect something else. They were taught that Christ's 
second coming would be visible and would result in 
mass conversion of mankind. In the first century the 
Jews also had expectations that were not fulfilled. They 
hoped that Messiah's coming would be with a display 
of power that would liberate them from Rome. Cling­
ing to their wrong expectations, they rejected God's 
own Son. How unwise it would be to repeat that error 
when Christ is present in Kingdom power! How much 
better to see what the Scriptures themselves really say! 

n The Bible shows that it would be amid his enemies 
that Christ would begin to rule. (Psalm 110:1,2) It 
tells of the ousting of Satan and his demons from 
heaven to the vicinity of the earth after Christ would 
be given Kingdom authority; so there would be a 
period of increased woe for the earth. (Revelation 
12:7-12) During that time there would be intensified 
preaching of the Kingdom message, to give persons 
opportunity to take action with a view to survival. 
(Matthew 24:14; Revelation 12:17) Bu t would that 
result in world conversion? On the contrary. the Bible 
shows that it would be followed by a destruction 
unequaled in human history . Though humans will 
never see the glorified jesus Christ with their physical 
eyes, al! who have not willingly accepted the facts 
regarding Christ's royal presence will be forced to "see" 
that it is he who. as foretold, is bringing destruction 

12. What wrong expectations make this conclusion difficult for 
some to accept? (Matthew 24:26. 27; John 14:3, 19) 
13. What events diXS the Bible itself associate with Christ's 
presence? 



1·91.4 ...... 110 Y .. r ·_rked b .. ;Illbl. Chronology 
and WlI\1.flEven-

Chronology 

.. Bible foretold period of "seven times," 
after which God would give world 
rulers hip to the one he chose 
(Daniel 4:3-17) 

.. "Seven times" = 2,520 years 
(Compare Revelation 11 :2, 3; 
12:6,14; Ezekiel 4:6.) 

.. Beginning of "seven times": 607 B.C.E. 
(Ezekiel 21 :25-27; Luke 21 :24) 

.. End of "seven times": 1914 C.E. 
Jesus Christ was then enthroned 
in heaven, began to rule amid 
his enemies (Psalm 110:1,2) 
Satan was ousted from heaven; 
woe to mankind (Revelation 12:7-12) 
Last days began (2 Timothy 3:1-5) 

Events Foretold to Mark Last Days 

.. War (First world war began in 1914; 
peace has never really returned) 

.. Famine (Now claims some 40 mi ll ion 
lives per year) 

.. Disease epidemics (Despite 
advanced scientific research) 

• Earthquakes (On an average, 
about 20 times as many major 
ones per year since 1914) 

• Fear (Of crime, economic collapse, 
nuclear annihilation) 

Present wicked world to be destroyed 
by God before the generation 
that saw 1914 passes away 
(Matthew 24:3-34; Luke 21 :7-32) 
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upon them.-Revelation 1 :7; Matthew 24:30; com­
pare I Timothy 6:15, 16; John 14:19. 

t~ But does not now the pass ing of 70 years since 
19 14 ind icate that there may be some doubt about 
whether we really have been in "the last days" since 
that year and whether Christ's coming as execut ioner 
is ncar? Not at all! Regarding those who would see the 
fulfillment of "the sign" from its beginn ing, starting 
with 1914, Jesus said: "Tru ly I say to you that this 
generation will by no means pass away until all these 
things happen." (Mark 13:30) Members of that gen­
eration are still here, though rapidly decreasing in 
number. 

IS h is true tha t statistics indicate that the average 
life expectancy on a global basis is now only 60 years, 
but millions of persons live beyond that age. According 
to available statistics, in 1980 approximately 250,000,-
000 of those who were alive in 1914 were still living. 
That generation is not yet gone. Interestingly, howev­
er, of those born in 1900 or earlier, figures published 
by the United Nations indicate that only an estimated 
35,316,000 were still alive in 1980. So the number 
drops quickly as individua ls reach their seventies and 
eighties. When considered along with all the details of 
Jesus' prophetic sign, these facts strongly indicate that 
the end is near.-Luke 21:28. 

16 Now is not the time to be apathetic. It is a time 
to act with urgency ! As Jesus cautioned his disciples: 
"Prove yourselves ready, because at an hour that you 
do not think to be it, the Son of man lJesus Christl 
is coming."-Matthew 24:44. 

14, 15. Why does not the passing of yea rs since 1914 give 
reason to doubt that we really are in "the last days"? 
16 . So, what should our att itude be? 



How Historians View 1914 
For good reasOl'lS, the war that 

began in 1914 has been called the 
Great War and World War I. No war 
as devastating had ever been 
fought before. Wars since then have 
only continued wha t began in 1914. 
Consider Ihese comments about the 
ellects of that momentous year : 
• "Not only had the war changed 
tile map of Europe aOO set 011 revo­
lut ions that destroyed Ihree em­
pires, but Its direct and indirec t 
effects went tar beyond thet In al­
most every lield. Al ler the war both 
poli ticians aOO others tried to slow 
down or hall the evolution and bring 
th ings back 10 'no.mar again, to Ihe 
world tha i had existed before ' 9'4. 
But lhat was Impossible. The earth­
Quake had been so violen t and so 
prolonged thai the old world had 
been torn down 10 its fouOOa l ion. 
There was no one that could rebui ld 
11 the way it had been, wi th ilS social 
systems, ils world 01 ideas and its 
moral principles. 

. . NOt Ol leest imporlanoe was 
Ihechange of vallie' thai had taken 
place alld which had es tablished a 
completely new standard 01 values 
in so many fields .. .. 11 waa not on ly 
Ihe soldiers al the front thai had 
become brutalized and careless 
with the neighbor's property. Not 
only had many illusions, much prej­
udice and many fslse values been 
sheltered bu t also many traditional 
slandards fO!" li fe and SOCial behav­
ior. Values wera changing, every­
thing seemed to be dri !t ing, as if 
things no longer had any deep roots 
-so it was In the finanolal syslem 
as well as with se.ual morality, wilh 
the pol itical prin<:iples as well as the 
laws of art. ... 

lur (Stockholm ; 1958), Vol . VII, 
pages 421 , 422. 

• "Halla century has gone by, yet 
Ihe mark thaI IIle tragedy of the 
Great War left 00 the body lind soul 
of the nal ions has not laded ... The 
physical end moral magnitude 01 
this ordeal was such that nothing 
lef! was lhe same as before. Society 
in its entirel y: systems 01 govern­
ment, national borders, laws, armed 
forces, in terstate relations, bulalso 
id90\ogies. family li le, fortunes, po­
sitions, personal relations-every­
thing was changed from lop to bot­
tom. .. Humanity finally lost its 
balance. never to recover It 10 this 
day."-General Charles cIe Gaulle. 
speaking in 1968 (Le Monda, No­
vember 12, 1968), 
• "Ever since 1914, everybody 
conscious 01 trends In the world has 
been deeply troubled by what has 
seemed like a lated and pre­
determined march toward ever 
grealer disasler. Many serioos pe0-

ple have come 10 leel that nothing 
can be done 10 avert the plunge 
towards ruin. They SI:te the human 
race, like Ihe hero of a Greell trage­
dy, driven on by angry gods and no 
longer Ihe master of fele'"-Ber­
trand Russel!, New York Times 
Magazine, Seplember 27. 1953. 
• "Looking back from the vanlage 
point of the present we see clearly 
loday thaI the oulbreak 01 World 
War I uahered in a twentieth· 
century 'Time 01 Troubles'-in the 
expressive term 01 the BritiSh hlslo­
rian Arnold Toynbee-from which 
our civilization has by no means yet 
emerged. Directly or iOOirecl1y all 
the convulsions of Ihe last half cen­
tury stem back to 1914."- The Fall 
of tha Dynas/ies: Th8 Collapse of 
1h8 Old Order{New YDfk: 1963), by 
Edmond Taylor, page 16. 

"The fundamen fal Insecurity tha t 
characterized Ihe lime was espe­
cially noticeabJe In the economic 
Held. Here the war had brutally de­
stroyed a complex, fJe~ible snd well­
balanced sys tem with 

But what accounts for such a 
world-shattering turn of events? 
Only the Bible gives a sa tisfying 
explanation. 

strict laws and steady val­
ues .. •. Neither in this field 
was it possible to return to 
'the normal.·"- Viirldshls­
loria-FO/kens livoch Kul-
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The Kind of Life 
That Awaits Survivors 

F EAR-INSPIRING though the coming "day of Jeho­
vah" will be, it will not leavc the cafth ruined fOf 
habitation . Its effects will not be like those of a nuclear 
holocaust, which it is feared would throw the ecology 
into chaos and cause survivors to suffer hideous effects 
from radiation . Instead of his spoiling the earth for 
human habitation, the Creator is going to "'bring to 
ruin those ruining the earth."-JoeI2;30, 31; Revela­
tion 11;18. 

Z There is not a shred of doubt in the minds of 
Jehovah's faithful servants that God can deliver them 
regardless of the destruct"ive forces he will then unleash 
around them. They know that when morally corrupt 
Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed by 'sulphur and 
fire from heaven, ' angels of Jehovah delivered Lot and 
his two daughters. (Genesis 19;15-17,24-26) They are 
also aware that when the firstborn of all Egypt were 
destroyed in the days of Moses, Jehovah's angel of 
execut ion passed over the homes of the Israelites, those 
homes marked with the blood of the Passover lamb. 
(Exodus 12:21-29) So, too, when the destructive fury 
of the great t ribulation breaks out, Jehovah will deliver 
those who have made him their refuge.-Psalm 91: I, 
2, 14-16; Isaiah 26:20. 

1. Why will the coming ~day of Jehovah~ not leave the earth 
a desobte ruin? (lSJiah 45;18) 
2. What gives us confidence that Jehovah will deliver faithful 
ones through the great tribulation? 

30 



THE KIND OF LIFE THAT AWAITS SURVIVORS 31 

3 True, as a result of the great destruction, the earth 
will be strewed with those slain by Jehovah. But no 
one knows better than God what needs to be done to 

safeguard the hea lth of the survivors. He tells us that 
he will invite the birds of heaven and the beasts of 
the field to his "great evening meal" and that they will 
have their fill from the fleshy parts of those slain . 
(Revelation 19:17, 18; Ezekiel 39: 17-20) What they 
do not consume he can dispose of by other means . 
God's purpose for the earth as stated in Eden will then 
move forward to its fulfillmen t. 

WHAT GOD'S ORIGINAL PURPOSE REVEALS 
4 An indication of what the future holds for survi­

vors of the great tribulation is found in the kind of 
start that Jehovah gave the human family in Eden. In 
preparing the ea rth for habitation by mankind, the 
Creator produced abundant vegetation, also fish, birds 
and land animals in delightful variety. "Jehovah God 
planted a garden in Eden, toward the east, and there 
he put the man whom he had formed ." (Genesis 2:8) 
But God did not make all the earth a paradise and then 
maintain it as a park for man. Instead, Jehovah gave 
the first human pair a wonderful start, bestowed his 
blessing on them and gave them an assig nment of 
work. He set before them projects that would enable 
them to use to the full their abilities and to find 
satisfaction in their accomplishments. This would fill 
theiT lives with meaning . What a fascinating assign­
ment was theirs-rearing child ren to reflect godly qual-

3. Why will the vast number of dead bodies not endanger the 
health of survivors? 
4. What kind of start did Jehovah give the first human pair, 
and why is that of special interest to us? 
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ilies, extending Paradise to the ends of the earth and 
caring for it with its teeming creature life! If Adam 
and Eve continued to respect Jehovah's sovereignty, 
they would never die . They would enjoy perfect life 
on earth foreve r. -Genesis 1:26-28; 2:16, 17. 

5 Of WUfse, conditions on earth immediately after 
the great tribu lation will not be like those in Eden. 
But God's original purpose for the earth and mankind 
will remain unchanged. Paradise is to encompass the 
globe, humanki nd will be its caretakers, and they wi ll 
all be united in worship of the true God. Before them 
will lie the opportunity to Jive forever, enjoying the 
glorious freedom of the children ofCad.-Luke 23:42, 
43; Revelation 21:3, 4; Romans 8:20, 21. 

l> At th e outset, the ruins of the old system will 
undoubtedly need to be cleared away. Military equip­
ment Ihat remains will be converted to peaceful uses. 
(Ezekiel 39:8-10; compare Micah 4:3.) Crops still in 
the fields will no doubt be harvested to sustain the 
survivors . Then as seed is sown and new harvests are 
reaped , the promise will come true: "The earth itself 
will certainly give its produce; God, our God, will 
bless us." (Psalm 67:6; compare Deuteronomy 28:8.) 
With the selfish and divisive clements of the old system 
gone, never again will anyone be obliged to go to bed 
hungry at night. - Psa lm 72: 16. 

i This will be a world made up of people who 
appreciate the importance of having Jehovah's direc­
tion and blessing. And these will be provided in a 

5. So, what prospects will lie before survivors of the gre.1! 
tribuhuion? 
6. (a) What will become of any military cquipmcl1I? (b) Why 
will no one ever be obliged to go hungry .1gain? 
7. How does Jehovah's selection of earth's new King reflect 
God's own wisdom and love? 



GOD'S 
ORIGINAL PURPOSE 

FOR MANKIND 

To fill the earth with humans 
reflecting godly qualities 

To extend Paradise earth wide 
.I. and care for it and its animal life 

To enjoy life on earth forever 
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manner that refl ects God 's own wisdom and love. The 
one whom Jehovah has assigned as earth's new King 
is his own Son, Jesus Christ. The Bible reveals that by 
means of him God created the earth and all the various 
kinds of life upon it. (Colossians 1: 15-17) The Son 
of God thorough ly understands what the perpetuation 
of life on earth requires and he has a special fondness 
for the things pe rtaining to mankind.-Proverbs 
8,30, 31. 

8 Above all, the Son loyally upholds Jehovah's sov­
ereignty . Concerning Jesus it was fo retold: "Upon him 
the spirit of Jehovah must settle down, the spi rit of 
wisdom and of understanding, the spirit of counsel 
and of mightiness, the spirit of knowledge and of the 
fear of Jehovah; and there will be enjoyment by him 
in the fear of Jehovah." (Isaiah 11 :2,3) He wil l help 
his earthly subjects to find similar enjoyment in con­
fo rming their lives to Jehovah's ways. Under his king­
ship, the survivors of the great tribulation will be 
restored to the kind of life that God pu rposed for 
mankind when our first parents were given Eden as 
their home. 

WHAT JESUS' MINISTRY REVEALS 
9 To enjoy that kind of life, however, we need relief 

from the grievous effects of sin . All of us have inher­
ited sin from Adam, who lost his perfection when he 
showed lawless disregard for Jehovah's sovereignty. 
The results of sin arc manifest in a variety of ways. It 
can give rise to illness, physical defects, also a tendency 
to think and say and do things out of wrong motives. 

8. What response to Jehovah's sovereignty will Christ help his 
earthly subjects to cultivate? 
9. (a) What are some of the grievous effects of inherited sin? 
(b) What hope do Jesus' miracles hold out? 
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Finally it produces death. (Romans 5: 12; 6:23) During 
his earth ly ministry, Jesus performed many miracles 
that demonstrated what he will do to bring relief to 
those who are subjects of God's Kingdom. 

10 But when some persons read the thrilling Bible 
accounts about the miracles of Jesus, they express 
doubt. Why? Because we live in a world where skep­
ticism has become popular. Skeptics may feel that for 
miracles to be believable, scientists today should be 
able to repeat them or explain them. But why do 
scientists continue to devote great amounts of time 
and money to research? Because there is much that 
they do not understand. What is really at issue in our 
attitude toward Jesus' min istry is a willi ngness to ac­
knowledge divine intervention in human affairs. 

I I To a crowd in Jerusalem in 33 C.E., the apostle 
Peter spoke of Jesus as "a man publicly shown by God 
to you through powerful works and portents and signs 
that God did through him." (Acts 2:22) The miracles 
were, as Peter here indicated, "powerful works," not 
deeds that other men could duplicate or explain, but 
evidence that God's powe r was operating through Je­
sus . They were "signs" that he truly W;lS the Messiah, 
God's own Son. They were also "portents,'" occur­
rences that pointed to heartwarming future events. 

12 Read the Gospel accounts in the Bible, and as you 
do so, keep in mind that the miracles performed by 
Jesus give a preview of what he will do for mankind 

10. Why is it not unreasonable th;1.I Jesus could perform 
miracles that scientists cannot duplicate? 
[1. At Acts 2:22, what expressions are used to describe Jesus' 
miracles, and what do these mdicate? 
12. (a) Why do you find the accounts about the cleansing of 
persons who had leprosy to be encouraging? (b) What was 
especiaUy noteworthy about Jesus' healing of a paralytic? 
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who will live o n earth under God's Messianic King­
dom. That will he a time when persons with such 
disfiguring diseases as leprosy will be made clean-just 
as Jesus cleansed ten leprous men while he was en route 
to Jerusalem in the year 33 C.E. He demonstrated that 
he can help such persons and that he rea lly wants to 
do so . ( Luke 17:11-19; Mark 1:40-42) Many have 
been victims of paralysis . For them, too, healing will 
be available-as it was fo r a bedfast paralytic whom 
Jesus healed, associating this with forgiving the man's 
si ns.-Mark 2:1-12. 

lJ Blind eyes wil! he opened, deaf ea rs wi ll be un­
stopped and those with speech defects will have their 
tongues loosed-even as Jesus did these things for 
persons in Galilee and in the Decapoi is in the first 
century. (Matthew 9:27-30; Mark 7:3 1-37) For many 
persons toda y, doctors can provide no cure. That was 
the situation of a woman in Capernaum who "had 
been put to many pains by many physicians and had 
spen t all her resources and had not been benefited." 
But Jesus healed her, and he will do the same for many 
more like her. ( Mark 5:25-29) Cancer, hea rt disease, 
malaria, snail fever- none will be toO d ifficu lt, as he 
demonstrated when he cured "every sort of disease and 
every sort of infirmity" during his min ist ry in Galilee. 
-Matthew 9:35. 

H That will also be a time when there will be op­
portunity fo r the dead-not those dest royed by God 

13. Tell about one of Jesus' miracles that holds out hope for 
(a) the blind, (b) those who are deaf or have a speech defect, 
(c) persons who have been treated by many doctors without 
getting rel ief. (d) How do you know that Jesus will be able to 
cure (til kinds of diseases and infirmities? 
14. How do accounts about jesus' raising the dead indicate what 
resurrection will mean to survivors? 
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in the great tribulation, but for billions of others who 
have died through the centuries-to live again, and 
with prospects that were never before within their 
grasp. What will that mean to the survivors? Near the 
village of Nain, Jesus dried the tears of grief of a 
widowed mother by restoring her only son to life. In 
Capernaum he brought great ecstasy to the parents of 
a young girl by awakening their child from the dead. 
(Luke 7:11-16; Mark 5:35-42) Would you like to be 
on hand when your loved ones retum from the dead? 
That will be the thrilling experience of survivors into 
the "new earth." 

IS Life then will not be a repetition of the heartache 
and grief that so often burden down people now. This 
is shown not only by Jesus' miracles but also by his 
teachings, because only those who truly are his disci­
ples will survive into the "new earth." (John 3:36) He 
taught his followers to put' spi ritual values ahead of 
material pursuits, to rely on Jehova h, to look to Him 
for guidance and to be appreciative of His blessings. 
By word and example, Jesus emphasized the impor­
tance of love and humility, caring deeply about other 
people and giving of oneself in their behalf. Already, 
those who become Christ's disciples and who truly 
apply these principles find great refreshment for their 
souls and they , in turn, bring refreshment to others . 
(Matthew 11:28, 29; John 13:34, 35) This is but a 
foretaste of the kind of life that will be enjoyed by 
those who are still alive when the present loveless world 
is gone. If you act wisely now, that life can be yOUTS. 

15. (3) How do Jesus' teachings indicate the kind of people 
that will live on earth then? (b) In what way can we have a 
foretaste of Ihal kind of life now? 



SURVIVAL 5 
Reliable Foregleams 

of Mankind's Future 

W E HAVE sound reasons for confidence in what 
the Bible tells us regardi ng the future. Its prophecies 
are not based on the guesswork of men who have 
studied trends and then made predictions. "No proph­
ecy of Scripture spnngs from any pnvate interpreta· 
tion. For prophecy was at no time brought by man's 
will, but men spoke from God as they were borne along 
by holy spirit." (2 Peter ];20, 21) Because of that, 
Bible prophecy has proved to be accurate in every 
detail. 

l it foretold the rise and fall of world empires by 
name-Babylon, Medo-Persia and Greece. It announced 
nearly two centuries in advance how Babylon would 
fall and the name of its conqueror. This was fulfilled 
in detail. It predicted that the ci ty of Babylon would 
eventually become a desolate waste, never again to be 
inhabited. That condition continues to our day. (Daniel 
8:3-8,20-22; Isaiah 44:27-45:2; 13:1, 17-20) Other 
nations not named in the Bible were described in 
advance in such detail that well-informed persons can 
readily identify them. 

J It should be realized, however, that there is more 
than one kind of prophetic information in the Bible. 
We have already observed this in connection with the 

l. Why does Bible prophecy always prove to be accurate? 
2. Give examples of prophecies about world affai rs. 
3. Arc there prophecies that arc not stated in the form of 
predictions? 

38 
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miracles of Jesus, which served as portents of what 
mankind will experience under God's Kingdom. Other 
port ions of the Scriptures that may not use language 
that sounds like pIediction also contain prophetic ele­
ments. 

FASCINATING PROPHETIC PATTERNS 
~ The Bible book of Hebrews, for example, opens 

our eyes to the p rophetic significance of matters that 
a c:asual reader might view as being simply history. It 
revea ls that "the [MosaicJ Law has a shadow of the 
good th ings to come."-Hebrews 10:1. 

S At times objtcts were used to make prophetic pat­
terns. For example, with reg:ard to th e sac red tent, or 
tabernacle, built by Moses at Jehovah's direction, along 
with the services performed at ii, the divinely inspired 
wriler of Hebrews expl:ains that it was ":a typical rep­
resentation and a shadow of the heavenly thi ngs." It 
pictured Jehovah's great spiritu:al temple, the Most 
Holy of which is in the he:lvens. Thus, "when Christ 
came as a high priest of the good things Ih,lI h:1Ve CO IllC 

to pass, through the greater and more perfect len I not 
made with hands, that is, not of this crea tion, he 
entered, no, not with the blood of g0.1ts ,lIld of young 
bu lls, but with his own blood, once for all t ime in lO 
the holy place and obtai ned an everlasting dclivcmllce 
for us, ... Christ entered, not into a holy place made 
with ha nds, which is a copy of the reality, but into 
heaven itself, now to appear before the person of God 
for us," ( Hebrews 8:1-5; 9: 1-14, 24-28) Great benefits 
come to Christians from the spiritual realities here 
described, and appreciation for these shou ld be reflecl-

4. How 3r~ w~ alerted to the prophetic significanct of tht 
MoS;tic Luw? 
5. What illustrates that objuis may typify something greater? 
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ed in our course of life.-Hebrews 9: 14 ; 10: 19-29; 
l3:II-16. 

6 Prrso"s referred to in the Scriptures also served as 
prophetic types. At Galatians 4:21-3 1 a detailed exam­
ple of this is explained in the case of Abraham's wife 
Sarah (said to correspond to "Jerusalem above") and 
the servant girl Hagar (identified with the earthly 
Jerusalem today") and their children. In another case 
Jesus helped his disciples to perceive that Elija h the 
prophet had his counterpart in John the Baptist, who, 
like Elijah, was fearless in exposing hypocritical reli­
gious practices.-Matthew 17: 10-13. 

7 Solomon, renowned for his wisdom and the pros­
perity and peace of his reign, aptly prefigured Jesus 
Christ. ( I Kings 3:28; 4:25; Luke 11:31; Colossians 
2:3) Although the account in Genesis concerning Abra­
ham's encounter with Melchizedek is very brief, Psalm 
110: 1-4 indicates that it, 100, is filled with meaning, 
because the Messiah would become "a priest to time 
indefinite according to the manner of Melchizedek," 
that is, he would receive his priesthood by direct 
appointment of God, not because of the fami ly in 
which he would be born. Later, the letter to the 
Hebrews enlarges on this and assaciolles appreciation for 
such trUlhs with Christian maturity. an important qual­
ity for those who are seeking to please Goel.-Hebrews 
5,10- 14; 7, 1-17_ 

I It is evident that the prophetic para llels involve 

6. WhJt prophetic significance is ascribed to pmons at (a) Ga· 
latians 4:2J -J I? (b) Matthew !7:1O- !3? 
7. In what rcspt'cts was)esus Christ prefigured by (a) Solomon? 
(b) Melchizedek? 
8. (a ) What example shows that experitnctJ i" lift may be 
prophetic? (b) Ooes every aspect of such an experience 
neces5;lri ly have a parallel in the fulfillment? 



PROPHETIC PATTERNS 
-Pointing to What? 

The Days of Noah 

The Tabernacle 

King Solomon 

Jonah in a Fish's Belly 
for Three Days 

Fall of Babylon 
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morc than the office or position of persons. They also 
include their experiences in life. On one occasion when 
the Jewish religious leaders displayed their unbelief. 
Jesus said to them: "A wic ked and adulterous generation 
keeps on seeking for a sign, but no sign will be given 
it except the sign of Jonah the prophet. For just as 
Jonah was in the belly of the huge fish three days and 
three nights, so the Son of man will be in the heart 
of the earth three days and three nights." (Matthew 
12:38-40; Jonah 1: 17; 2: 10) However, Jesus did not 
say that everything in Jonah's life foreshadowed what 
he himself would experience. When given an assign­
ment by Jehovah, Jesus did not run away, as Jonah had 
tried to flee to T arshish. But as Jesus indicated, Jonah's 
experience in the belly of the big fish was included in 
the Bible record because it served to provide prophetic 
details about Jesus' own death and resurrection .-Mat­
thew 16:4, 21. 

9 Certain periods of hisiOry also prov.ide prophetic 
foregleams that are of particular interest to us. When 
speaking of the time leading up to his own revelation 
in Kingdom power, Jesus drew parallels with two other 
occasions when divine judgment was executed on wick­
ed people. He spoke of "the days of Noah" and "the 
days of Lot" as being sign ificant, especially highlighting 
the preoccupation of people then with everyday affairs 
of life . He urged us to take prompt action and not to 
turn back with a longing for things left behind, as the 
wife of Lot had done. (Luke 17:26-32) ]n the apostle 
Peter's second inspired letter further significant details 
are mentioned-the disobedience of angels before the 

9. (a) What prophetic aspects did Jesus point out in two ptfiods 
orhistQry? (b) Under inspiration, what further significant details 
did Peter mention? 



RELIABLE FOREGLEAMS OF MANKIND'S FUTURE 43 

Flood, Noah's preac hing activity, the distress that Lot 
felt because of the law-defying indulgence of the people 
of Sodom, the fac t that by cutting off the wicked in 
his due time God was setting a pattern of things to 
come, and the evidence that God can and without fail 
will deliver his faithful servants.-2 Peter 2:4-9. 

10 When prophecies have been fulfilled, this does not 
mean that they arc now of mere historical interest. Both 
the advance notification of what was to lake place and 
Ihl': way it was fulfilled are often prophetic of even more 
far -reaching events in the future. Th is is true of what 
is recorded about ancient Babylon, an empire that was 
outstandingly religious and whose influence is still felt 
around the world in our day. Although Babylon fell 
to the Medes and the Persians in 539 B.C.E. , the book 
of Revelation, written at the end of the first centu­
ry C.E., draws on the language of the prophet Jeremia h 
and points to a yet future applica tion of the prophecies, 
in connection wit h Babylo n the Great, the world elTl ­
pire of false religion. As exam ples of this, compare 
Revelation 18;4 with Jeremiah 5 1:6, 45; Revd:lliol1 
17:1,15 and 16:12 with Jeremiah 5 1: 13 alld 50:38; 
Revelation 18:21 with Jeremiah 5 1 :63,64. 

II In like manner , Jehovah's dea lings wilh the apos­
tate ten-tribe kingdom of Israel and with the f:tithless 
kings and priests of the two-tribe kingdom of Judah 
are prophetic. Both the prophecies that applied to those 
ancient kingdoms and their fulfillment, recorded in the 
Scriptures, paint a vivid picture of how God will deal 

10. By comparing Jeremiah with Revelation, show thai fu lnlled 
prophecies may have furt her prophetic value. 
11. What prophetic significance is there in the rewrd of 
Jehovah's dealings with apostate Israel and with Judah when 
unfaithful? Why~ 



44 SURVIVAL INTO A NEW EARTH 

with modern-day Christendom, which also claims to 
serve the God of rhe Bible but flagrantly violates his 
righteous commandments . 

12 All these accou nts, therefore, are of sign ificance 
today. They belp us to understa nd how God views 
si tuations in ou r day and what we personall y must do 
in order to survive the coming great tribu lation. We 
are thus helped to appreciate more fully the fact that 
"all Scripture is . .. beneficial for teach ing, for reprov­
ing, for setting things straight, for disciplin ing in figh­
teous ness."-2 Timothy 3:16, 17. 

WAS IT ALL PREARRANGED? 
IJ Are we to understand from all of this that the 

conduct of people and nations recorded in the Bible 
was all prearranged by God so that it wou ld have 
prophetic import? It is eviden t that God himself dea l! 
with his serva nts in the past in a certain ma nner so as 
to provide a pattern of greater things that he had in 
mind for the fu ture. But what about the aClions of 
humans? Some of them committed serious sins. Did 
God induce them to commit these in order to make 
up the Bible record? The Christ ian Bible writer James 
answers: "With evil things God cannot be cried nor 
does he himself try anyone." (James [: 13) God did not 
cause them to do wrong so that prophetic patterns 
could be made. 

14 Do not forget that J ehovah is ma nkind 's Crea tor. 

12. How are we personally benefited by such accounts? 
13. How do we k.now tl13t God did not induce people !O 

commit sins so Ihat prophetic patterns could be made? 
14 . (a) How docs Jehovah know what humans, or CVCIl Satan, 
wi ll do at a future limc~ (b) [/I what ways does Jehovah's 
knowledge of himself and of his purpose entcr into Bible 
prophecy? 
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He knows how we are made and what causes people 
to act the way they do, (Genesis 6:5; Deuteronomy 
31 :21) He can accurately foretell the outcome for 
people who live in harmony with his righteous prin­
ciples and what the results will be for those who try 
to ignore their need for God or who pervert his ways. 
(Galatians 6:7, 8) He knows that the Devil will con­
tinue to use tactics similar to those he used in the past. 
Jehovah also knows what he himself will do under given 
circumstances, that he will act in harmony with the 
lofty qualities of justice, impartiality, love and mercy, 
which he has always manifested. (Malachi 3:6) Since 
Jehovah's purposes are certain to be accomplished, he 
can foretell the results and the steps that he will take 
to accomplish them. (Isaiah 14:24, 27) So he cou ld 
select events from the lives of ind ividuals and nations 
and have these incorporated in the Bible to provide 
foregleams of what the future will bring. 

15 Appropriately, therefo re, ,Irt er rel,H ing even IS (rOIll 
Israel's history, the apostle Paul said 10 (ellow Chris­
t ians: «Now these things weill 011 bcf,dliug them ,IS 

examples, and they were writt en for ,I w.u-ning to U~ 
upon whom the ends of the syslems of things IMve 
arrived ." (1 Corinthians 10: I I) And \0 the Christian 
congregation in Rome he wrote: "All the things Ihat 
were written aforetime were written for our instruction, 
that throug h our endurance and throug h the comfort 
from the Scriptures we mig ht have hope ." (Romans 
15:4) When we thus apprecia te that Bible accounts are 
more than mere history, we can begi n to draw from 
them marve lous foregleams of mankind's future. 

15. How did [he apostle Paul emphasize thaI Bible accounts are 
much more than mere history? 
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A World That 

Was Destroyed 

O NCE before, world destruction was impending . 
People of all nations can be grateful that among their 
ancestors there was a man who d id not scoff at God's 
warning of a global flood . Because Noah listened and 
obeyed, he and his wife, his three sons and their wives 
survived. From them, all of us have descendcd .-Gen­
esis 10: 1,32. 

2 God destroyed that wo rld because he saw that the 
earth was fu ll of violence. "The bad ness of man was 
abundant in the earth." (Genesis 6:3, 5,13) Conditions 
were very much like those in our 20th century. 

J What had caused the situat ion in Noah's day to 
become so serious? A significant factor is disclosed at 
Genesis 6:2, wh ich reports: "The sons of the true God 
began to not ice the daughters of men, tha t they were 
good- looking; and they went ta king wives for them­
selves, namely, all whom they chose." But what was 
wrong with that? WeI!, these were not merely human 
males who decided to get married . These "sons of the 
true God" were angels, spirit creatures, who observed 
the beautiful women on earth and the pleasures of 
marriage and who took on human form. (Compare Job 
1:6.) Their materializing human bodies and marrying 
were acts of disobedience to God. The Scriptu res state 

I. (a) Has world deStruction ever before faced mankind? 
(b) Why should we be grateful that Noah did not seoR' 3t 
warning of it? 
2. Why did God desuoy that world? 
3. What had caused the si tua tion to b-e:come so serious? 
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tha t t hey "forsook their own proper dwell ing place" 
and that their relat ions with women were "unnatural," 
a perversio n. (Jude 6, 7; 1 Peter 3: 19,20) Their hybrid 
offspring were abnormally large. T hese were ca lled 
Nep hilim, or "fellers, " because they were bu llies. 
-Genesis 6:4. 

4 T hough Jiv ing in the midst of that corrupt world, 
No.1h fo und favor in the eyes of Jehovah. Why? 
Because "Noah was a righteous ma n ." He was acqua int ­
ed with the issues raised in Eden, and he pro ved to be 
faultl ess, "3 man o f integrit y." (Genesis 6:8, 9; The 
jerusalem Bible) With 3 view to the preserva tion of 
Noah and his fami ly, as well as specimens of every kind 
of land an imal and flying crealure. Jehovah inst ructed 
him to bui ld an ark, a huge chestl ike structu re. As God 
explai ned: "Here I am bringing the deluge of waters 
upon the earth to bring to ru in all fl esh in which the 
fo rce of li fe is ;!Ct ive from under the he:lvells. Every­
th ing that is in the ca n h wi ll expire." (Genesis 6: 13- 17) 
W isely, Noah listened to God ,md obeyed. 

S Th e Deluge came in the ye.1r 2370 I3.C ,E .. as 
indicated by the Bi ble's det:1i led chronology. It \V.IS the 
greatest cataclysm in hu man history. even down 10 Ihe 
presen t t ime. So overwhelming W,IS it that "a ll lhc tall 
mountains that we re under the whole heavens C;III1C to 
be covered." (Genesis 7: 19) By me,IllS of the Deluge 
"the world of that t ime suffered destruction." (2 Peter 
3;6) But someone may ask, ' If even the highest mou n­
tains were covered wit h water, where is all that water 
now?' Evide nt ly it is right here on the earth . 

6 It should be realized that the Bible does not say that 

4. (a) Why was Noah shown favor by God? (b ) Whal 
preparat ion was made for the prescTVJtion of li fe? 
5. How extensive was the Flood? 
6. After the Flood, where did all the WJttr go? 
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any mountains in Noah's day were as tall as Mount 
Everest. Scientists have said that in the past many of 
the mountains were much lower than at present and 
that some have even been pushed up from under the 
seas. Furthermore, it is believed that there was a time 
when the oceans themselves were smaller and the con­
tinents were larger than they are now, as testified to by 
river channels extending far out under the oceans. But 
regarding the present situation, National Geographic 
magazine, in its issue of January 1945, reported: "There 
is Icn times as much water by volume in the ocean as 
there is land above sea level. Dump all this land evenly 
into the sea, and water would cover the entire earth, 
one and om··half miles deep." So, after the floodwaters 
fell, but before the raising of mountains and the lower­
ing of seabeds caused water to drain off the land and 
before the buildup of polar ice caps, there was ample 
water to cover "all the tall mountains," as the Bible 
states.-Genesis 7:17-20 ; 8:1-3; compare Psa lm 
IOU, 9. 

1 Such an overwhelming global deluge surely must 
have made a ncver-to-be-forgotten impression on those 
who lived through it. Future generations would be told 
about it. Since the Bible record states that all nations 
have descended from the same group of Flood survi­
vors, it is reasonable to expect that in all parts of the 
earth there would be evidence of some early memory of 
that great cataclysm. Is this the case? Yes, indeed! 

g A.J:, the offspring of the Flood survivors migrated to 
distant places and as t.ime elapsed, details became dis­
torted and the account was adapted to local religious 
concepts . But it can hardly be a coincidence that in 
primitive legends around the world there is recollection 
of a great flood that destroyed mankind with the 

7, 8. What record of the Flood is there 3p;!rt from the Biblc~ 
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exception of a few who were pre~l' rved logether. Mem­
ory of this is foune! in Me.~op()"II11i;1 and other parts of 
Asia, in Australia ,ll1d IIle P.I(: ific isla nds, among scores 
of India n tribes ill North :md SOUlh America, in stories 
told among the :lIl<.ierit Greeks and the Romans, in 
Scandinavi,l, and :UllO Jlg AfriGlil tribes. Many of these 
accounts tn:1ke mentio n of .lnirnaJs' being preserved in 
a boat :110 118 wilh hUI11,l11 s. Para lleling the Bible record , 
some rcbt e that birds were sen t out to determine when 
the W:l1 eT Iud receded . (Compare Genesis 7:7-10; 
8 :6- 12.) No other ,llleient event is so widely recol lected. 

9 H istoricnJ det,liis associated with the Flood have 
affected custo ms evell down ti][ our day. How? Well, 
the Bible reports that the Flood began "in the second 
month, all the seve nteenth day of the month." That 
"second l1Ion th" corresponds to t he latter part of Oc­
tober :lnd the first part of November on ou r calendar. 
(Genes is 7: II) II is th erefore notcwon hy that m:my 
people around t he world co mmemora te n D,IY o f , he 
Dead or Feast of Ancesto rs :11 Ih,1I lime ot yc,tr . W hy 
then? Because these custom s rdlect .1 memo ry of the 
destruction caused by t he Deluge. · 

ro It is the Bible itself, however, that contai ns un cor· 
rupted testimony about what occu rred . What Noah saw 
and experienced was later incorporated in the Bible. 
Centuries later, God himself, when speaking through 
the prophet Isaiah, referred to "the waters of Noah ." 

• Tbt \VoTship of tht Dtad (London; 1904), by Colonel 
). Garnier, pages 3-8; Lift and Work al Ihe Gr(41 Pyramid 
(Edinburgh; 1867), Vol. II , by ProfessorC. Piazzi Smyth, pages 
371-424. 

9. Whnt pract ices reflect a recollection of rhe events of "the 
second month" on Noah's calendar? 
10. Why is the Bible account of the Flood most reliable and of 
the greatest personal value? 
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(Isaiah 54:9) God's firstborn Son observed the events 
of Noah's day. Later, when on earth, this One, Jesus 
Christ, spoke of the Flood as a historical fac t and he 
also explained why so many died at that time. 

"THEY TOOK NO NOTE It 
11 Jesus d id not say that everyone apart from Noah's 

household was criminally violent. Instead, he stated: 
"As they were in those days before the flood, eating and 
drinking, men marrying and women being given in 
marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ark; 
and they took no note until the flood came and swept 
them all away, so the presence of the Son of man [Jesus 
Christl will be. "-Matthew 24: 37-39. 

II It was not wrong for them to cat and drink in 
moderation or to marry honorably. But when warned 
of global disaster, their continuing to center their lives 
on such personal pursuits demonstrated that they did 
not really believe either Noah or Jehovah God, whose 
message of warning Noah proclaimed. If they had 
believed, they wou ld have earnestly inquired how su r­
vival was possible and then taken urgent action to meet 
the requirements . Perhaps some of the people ag reed 
that something ought to be done to put a stop to the 
widespread violence of those days, but a g lobal flood no 
doubt seemed very unlikely to them. $0, as Jesus stated, 
"they took no note 10f God's message through Noah] 
until the flood came and swept them all away." That 
was recorded as a warning example for us. 

Il The inspired apostle Peter likewise sounded a warn-

II. Why were so many people destroyed in the Flood? 
12. Why was their 'taking no note' so serious? 
13. (a) As foretold, how do many people today reaCt when told 
that Christ is invisibly present, and why? (b) What does Peter 
say they are ignoring? 
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ing when he wrote: " Ill the 1:1St d;IYS Iwhere we now 
arel therc will Lo me ri dll.. uler~ with Iheir ridicule, pro­
ceeding ;!Ccordil1g 10 their own dtsires and saying: 
'W here i ~ Ih is prom i~cd prc~cncc of hi s? Why , from the 
day our forcf.lIhers lell ,1, lec p in dea th , all things are 
continuing ex,lu ly . I ~ ! rom crc.ltion 's beginning.' " Such 
persons do not w.lIl t to feci .lccotlntable to anyone. So 
they push Ollt of tll l·i f minds the idea of Christ 's 
presence nnd wl1.l1 it will mea n to those who pursue an 
ungodl y w;ly 01 li fe, But Peler continues : "According 
to their w i~h . t h i~ t:lct escapes Iheir notice, that there 
were he.l vcm from of old and an ea rth standing com­
pactl y out of' W.l tCI' .mel in the midst of water by the 
word of God; alld by t hose menus the world of that 
time su!Tercd destruct ion when it was deluged with 
WOller. Blil by the s:lIne wo rd the heavens and the earth 
thai nre now are sto red up fo r fire nnd are being reserved 
to the day of judgment and o f destruction of the 
ungodl y II1c l1 ."-2 Peter 3:3·7. 

I~ Those who ridicule afC ignoring th e facl that "the 
word o f God" docs 110 t go unfulfilled. To refute th eir 
viewpoint, the apostle Petcr r(' re r~ us back to the time 
of creation. At th:lI t ime God sa id : ;;Let ;1ll expanse 
come to be in between the w;il ers :llld let a dividing 
occur betwee n the W:Hcrs and the wat ers," Having made 
that pro nouncement , "God proceeded to make the 
expanse and to ma ke ;1 di vision between the waters that 
should be benea th the expanse and the waters that 
should be above the expanse. " Thus "the word of God,» 
his statement of purpose, was fu lfilled. (Genesis 1:6,7) 
His word was also fulfi lled when he decreed a global 
deluge in Noah's day and used those waters to destroy 
"the world of that time." And it will be by that same 

14. Why should ful fi llment of "the word of God~ at the time 
of creation and in Noah's day make us think seriously today? 
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irresistible wo rd of God that destruction will come 
upon the present ungodly system of things. 

IS What took place at the time of the Flood was a 
pattern of things to come. The earth was not destroyed 
back then, but ungodly people were. What, then, is 
meant by the statement that ~the heavens and the 
ea rt h that are now are stored up for fire"? (2 Peter 3:7; 
2:5) Well, what effect would literal nre have on the 
already intensely hot sun and stars in the physical 
heavens? And how wou ld burning up the literal earth 
fit in with God's purpose to make it a Paradise? Clearly. 
"the heavens and the earth that are now," as here 
referred to, must be symbolic. (Compare Genesis 11: I ; 
1 Kings 2:1. 2; 1 Chronicles 16:31.) "The heavens" 
represent the governmenta l powers raised up above 
mankind in genera l, and "the earth" is ungodly human 
society. In the great day of Jehovah they will be 
destroyed as completely as if burned in tire. Those who 
continue to scoff at the divine warning of this put their 
lives in serious jeopardy. 

DELIVERANCE FOR PERSONS 
OF GODLY DEVOTION 

16 The account of the Flood dramaticall y ill ustrates a 
point that we today need to take to heart. What is that? 
After referring to what God did in Noah's day, the 
apostle Peter concludes: "Jehovah knows how to deliver 
ptoplt of godly dtvoliort out of trial, but to reserve 
unrighteous people for the day of judgment to be cut 
off." (2 Peler 2:9) The key to deliverance, then, is 
being a person of godly devOl ion. 

IS. (a) Why is 2 Peter 3:7 not predicting the burning up of 
planet Earth? (b) Then what are "the heavens H and "the carth H 

that are "stored up for fire H ? 
16. As shown at 2 Peter 2:9, what is the key to deliverance? 
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17 \'(Ilut docs th,1t me.lIl ? No.11i obv iously was a man 

of god ly ell-votion . "No.dl w.dked with the true God." 
(Genes i ~ 6:9) Il l' pll r~ lIcd :1 eOllfse of life that harmo­
nized with Jehov.lh\ reve,l led will. He had a close 
person:11 fci:lIionship wit h God. Building the ark and 
gath erillg spccilllcm of .Ill the birds :md animals was a 
colossa l job. No.lh d id 1I0 t 1.lke a wait-and·sec attitude . 
He h:1(1 /;lith . No.11i "pl"t)(:ccded 10 do according to all 
that God h.ld COllllll.lllded him. He did just so." (Gen­
esis 6:22; Hebrews I 1:7) People needed to be reminded 
of Jehov,l h '~ righl eous ways and warned of coming 
destruc tion of Ihc ungod ly. Noah did t hat too as "a 
preache r o f right eollsness. "-2 Petcr 2:5 . 

18 Wh.1t .Ibou l No.lh's wifc , his sons and their wives 
-wh:11 W,I~ req uired of t helll? Th e Bible account focus­
es special .m ent ion o n NO:lh because hc was the fami ly 
head, b UI the ot hers a lso Ill lls t have been persons of 
godly devotio n. Wh y so ? T he case of Noa h's children 
was lalef c it ed by )ehov;l h !O his prophet Ezekiel to 
show Ih;lI , if No.1I1 were li vi ng in Isr,ld a t that lime, his 
childr<:11 cou ld not expect deliveran ce on the basis of 
t heir f:llhe r'~ rightl·ousness . T hey were old enough to 
obey Of 10 d isobey, so lhey personally needed to give 
ev idence of their devotio n to Jehovah and his righteous 
ways,-Ezekid 14: ]9,20. 

" In view or th e certaint y of the impending world 
destru c tion, 'he Bible urges LIS to keep it dose in mind 
and to prove , h.lt we, too, .lre persons of god ly devo­
tion. (2 Peter 3: ] ]- 13) From among the descendants of 
Noah , t here :l fe people toda y in a ll parts of the earth 
who :lTe heeding. th :1I wise counsel and who will be 
su rviv ofs in to lhe "new e.lrt h. " 

17. How did No.1h J!ive t:v idt nct: of god ly devotion? 
18. Wh y musl c,leh Oll t: who .~lIfviv cd Ihe Flood h:lvt had such 
devotion? 
19. So, Wh.ll , liQuid wt: lx' doi llt:, .mel how? 
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Act Wisely in the 
Face of Calamity 

WHEN warned by a reliable source that disaster is 
impending, wise persons take action to safeguard thei r 
lives . (Proverbs 22:3) But countless thousands have 
perished needlessly because their confidence was mis­
placed. Despite warnings to get into lifeboats, hundreds 
o f passengers went down with the ocean liner Titanic 
in 1912 because they believed the claim tha t it was 
unsinkable. When Mount Pelee in Martinique began 
to spew out volcanic ash and rock in 1902, the pop­
ulace of nearby Sa int-Pierre was apprehensive, bUI since 
the selfish in terests of prominent members of the 
community were at sta ke, loca l politicians and the 
editor of the local newspaper sought to calm the fears 
of the people, urging them not to leave. Sudden ly the 
mountain exploded, and 30,000 persons perished . 

1 In our day an even more urgent warning is being 
sounded-not about some local disaster but concerning 
the nearness of God's univer5.11 war of Armageddon. 
(Isaiah 34:1,2; Jeremiah 25:32, 33) Jehovah 's Wit­
nesses have repeatedl y ca lled at the homes of people 
worldwide, urging them to act wisely, with a view to 
the preservation of their lives . Do you love life enough 
to take the needed action, and to do so prom ptly , 
without delay? 

I. Why did people perish needlessly (3) when the Titanic sank? 
(b) when Mount Pelee exploded? 
2. (3) What urgent warning is being sounded in our day? 
(b) Why is {he situation serious? 

54 
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"TI-I E WQ ItJ.D IS PASSING AWAY" 
J A cri t ic;! l Llu or in your prospect fo r su rviva l is 

your :l u itude tow,lrd the world. As lo ng as you are 
alive as a ]u Jln.1Il YOll aTC in the world. But you do 
not have to sh.lJ'c it s wrong desires and im itate its 
ungod ly dccd~, You do not have to ident ify yourself 
with it by puu ing your confidence in men and their 
schemcs instead of in Cod and his purpose , But you 
must ma ke ,[ choice; you cannot be all both sides , 
"Whoeve r , .. wams to be a fr iend of the world is 
constituting himself an enemy of God." Why? Be­
cause, as God 's Word tells us, "the whole world is 
lying in the power o f the wicked one."-James 4:4; 
J John 5:19; Psa lm 146:3-5. 

4 Understandably, Jehovah will not preserve into his 
righteou s New Order persons whose way of life gives 
evidence that they cling to what God condemns. What 
are some of these things? Many are act ivities and 
attitudes that the world takes for grant ed. But if we 
want to su rv ive the end of this wicked world, then, 
regardl ess o f what other people do and think , we will 
heed d lC Bi ble's warning that fornicators , adulterers. 
homosex u:ds and those who indulge in immo ral un­
clea nness and loose conduct will not be among th e 
survivo rs. No mail er how often others resort to lies 
or thcft , we will rejec t such a way of life. Despite the 
populari ty o f occult practices, we will avoid them. 
Though o the rs ma y become jea lous, stir up sHife, give 
in to fit s of .mger. or try to escape from frustrations 
with d rugs or excessive use of alcoho lic beverages, we 

3. Why will our .Iui!udc toward the world affect our prospect 
for survival ? 
4. (a ) Using your Bible, cxpbin what practices and atti tudes 
will bu P<:Olllc f rom life under God's Kingdom. (b ) Why 
shou ld ,Ill Y who Il.Ivc indu lged in these things abandon them 
quickly? 
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will not imitate them. And if we have indulged In 

these things, we will face up to the need to change. 
Even if some of these seemed "normal" to us in the 
past, we will abandon them. Why? Because we truly 
love God, we love life, and God's Word warns that 
"those who practice such things will not inherit God's 
kingdom. "-Galatians 5: 19-2 J; Ephesia ns 5 :3-7; 1 Co­
rinthians 6:9, 10; 2 Corinthians 7: 1; Revelation 22: 15. 

i If an opportunity to li ve forever in happiness is 
important to us, we need to learn how to please the 
Giver of life, Jehovah God. (Acts 17:24-28; Revelation 
4: 11) Progressively we mllst apply his Word to every 
aspect of OUT lives. As we do that, we will soon take 
a serious look at our attitude toward ourselves and 
other people, toward personal possessions and attain­
ments, and consider how this affects our standing 
before God . People around us may have an exalted 
opinion of themselves, of their own tribe or race or 
nation, but we will th ink seriously about the scripture 
that says: "God opposes the haughty ones, but he gives 
undeserved kindness to the humble ones. "-James 4:6; 
Zepha niah 2:2, 3; Psalm 149:4. 

6 Even though others allow themselves to be enslaved 
by the desires stimu lated by a materialistic society or 
are motivated by a desire for personal prominence, we 
will exami ne our own life in the light of I John 
2:15-17, which says: "Do not be loving either the 
world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him; because 

5. (a) If life is precious to us, what must we learn to do? 
(b) What fine qualities are memioned in the scriptures at the 
end of this paragraphr How important are they? How can we 
develop them? 
6, 7. Why should we examine our own lives in the light of 
[John 2:15-17? 
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every I hillg ill I he world - the desire of the flesh and 
the desire of t he eyes and the showy display of one's 
me;lI1s at life- docs not originate with the Fat her, but 
origin:ll cs wit h I he world. Furthermore, the world is 
passing away and so is its desire, but he that does the 
will of God rcma ins foreve r." If we need to make 
change~ , this is the time to do it. 

1 Th is wodd and its way of life wi ll not go on 
fo re vel'. II is nOI "unsinkable." Worldly men may try 
to hold o n to their fo llowers. making them feel that 
their efrof ts can improve the world . But the only way 
to be spared from impending Cillamity is to heed God's 
message of warning. In this the N inevites in the days 
of the prophet Jonah set an example that we do well 
to take to hea rt. 

"THEY REPENTED AT 
WHAT JONAH PREACHED" 

8 In the ninth cent ury H.C.E., Jehovah comnlls­
sioned Jo n:lh 10 go to the people of Nineveh, the 
ca pit :l! of Assy ria, to proclaim that, because of their 
badness . Nineveh was to be overthrown . When Jonah 
warned th:1I in just 40 days they would perish, how 
did they react? Ilislead o f scoffing, they "began to put 
faith in God , :1I1d they proceeded to proclaim a fast 
and \0 put a ll s;lckcl oth." The king himself jo ined 
them :lIld urged all the people to callout earnestly to 
God and to 1Urn back from their bad way and from 
their viole nce. He reasoncd: "Who is there knowing 
whcther Ihe Irue God may ... turn back from his 
burnin}) .I nger. so Ihal we may not perish?" Because 
they :tb:lI1do ned their bad way, Jehov'lll showed them 
mercy. Theil' lives were spared.-Jonah 3:2- 10. 

8. How did the Ni llevircs show wisdom when Jonah delivered 
God'~ W,ll'I1II1.: 10 Ihem, .1Ild with what results? 
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9 As a reproof to unbelieving Jews in the first cen­
tury C.E., Jesus drew attention to that historical inci­
dent, say ing: "Men of Nineveh will fise up in the 
judgment with this generation and will condemn it; 
because they repented at wha t Jonah preached, but, 
look! something mOfC than Jona h is here."-Matthew 
12,4 J. 

to What about OUf day? Is anyone showing such 
repentance? Yes; there are many thousands worldwide 
who, like th e Ninevites, may never have professed to 
worship the God of the Bible bu t who are now heeding 
Jehovah's message of warning. When they learn why 
destructio n is coming upon this world, they seek God's 
mercy . They have a genuine change of mind and heart 
rega rding their former way of life and now apply 
themselves to doing "works that befit repentance ." 
(Acts 26:20 ; see also Romans 2:4.) Is it your desi re 
to be one of them? If so, do not delay. 

URGENTLY SUE FOR PEACE 
II The Gibeonites in the days of Joshua also acted 

wisely so that their lives would be spared . Th ey were 
Canaanites whose way of life was immoral and mate­
rialistic, idolatrous and demonistic. Jehovah had de­
creed their destruct ion . They knew how Jehovah had 
delivered Israel from Egypt 40 years earlier and that 
powerful Amorite kings east of the Jordan River had 
been unable to stand before them. Everyone was aware 
that, without the use of battering rams, the massive 
walls of Jericho had fa llen flat before them and that 
the city of Ai had been reduced to a desolate mound. 

9, 10. (a) In what respcrt did Jesus say Ihal lhe Ninevites were 
an example 10 imitale~ (b) Who today are like those Ninevites? 
11. (a) What was the background of the Gibeonitcs? (b) Why 
did they sue for peace with Israel? 
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(Joshua 9:3, 9, 10) The inhabitants of the city of 
Gibeon wanted to live, but they rea lized that they 
could never win in a war against thc God of Israel. 
Something needed to be done quickly. What? They 
could not insist on a treaty with Israel, but they 
thought they should al least try to obtain one. How? 

12 They acted sh rewdl y, sending to Joshua men 
whose appearance indicated that they had made a very 
long trip. ApproachingJoshua, they $.1 id that they were 
from a distant land, that they had hea rd of the great 
things that Jehovah had done and, as representatives 
of their people, they had come to offer themselves as 
servants and to request that a covenant be made with 
them. Joshua and the chieftains of Israel agreed. Later, 
when the deception came to light , the Gibeonites 
humbly confessed thai they were afraid for their lives 
and I hey showed a wi ll ingness to do anything required 
of th em. (Joshua 9:4-25) Jehovah had observed the 
entire matter. He was not deceived. He could see that 
they were not t rying to corrupt his people, as the 
Moabites had done ea rlier, and he appreciated their 
earnest desire to live. So he permitted them to be 
assigned to work under the Levites at the sacred tab­
ernacle, gathering wood and drawing Woller, thus sup­
poning Jehovah 's worship. To be acceptable for such 
service, of course, they had to abandon their former 
unclean practices.-Joshua 9:27; Leviticus 18:26-30. 

Jl In view of the fact that we live close to the end 
of the "last days," it is vital for all persons who want 

12. (3) [kspite the method they used, why were the Giboonitcs 
spued? (b) What changes did they have 10 make, and what 
work was given them 10 do? 
13. (;I) How can we benefit from that prophetic dram;! involv­
ing the Gibeonites? (b) To be spared by the Greater Joshua, 
whal is required of people today? 
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to survive to act without delay, and wi th complete 
sincerity. Jesus Christ, who is Jehovah's executioner 
loday, cannot be tricked as Joshua was. The only way 
that such persons ca n enter into an arrangement with 
him to spare them from execution is for them publicly 
to declare their fait h in Jehovah as th e true God. 
(Compa re Acts 2:17-21.) They must also accept Jesus 
Chris! in the roles that God has ass igned 10 him and 
li ve thereafter as persons who arc not lovers of the 
way of life of this condemned world. Then they must 
become humble servants of God, rendering sacred 
service to him in association with the congregation of 
his people.-Joh n 17: 16; Revelation 7: 14, 15. 

14 Soon after the Gibeonites look their sta nd with 
J ehova h's people, they came under grea t pressure. Five 
kings of the Amorites laid siege to Gibeon to fo rce 
the inhabitants back onto their side, in opposit ion to 
Israel. The Gibeonites dispatched an urgent plea to 
Josh ua for help, and the deliverance that they experi­
enced was one of the most spectacular in all histo ry. 
J ehovah threw the enemy into confus ion, hurled hail­
stones on them from heaven, and caused the daylight 
to be extended miraculously until Israel had completely 
routed the enemy. (Joshua 10: 1-14) That resclle of the 
Gibeonites was prophetic of an even more marvelous 
deliverance of a great crowd of worshipers of the true 
God at the universal war of Armageddon . The oppor­
tunity to benefit from that deliverance is open to 
people of every nation if they act wisely now. Are you 
avai ling yourself of that opportu nity?-Revelat ion 
H, 10. 

14. Why is Jehovah's deliverance of the Gibeonites from enemy 
forces significant for us? 
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Survivors out of 
All the Nations 

J EI-IOVAH is lovingly interested in people of all 
n:lIions and tribes. He has made provision so that all 
the families of the earth c:I n enjoy his approval and 
blessing. To Abram (Abraham), a descendant of 
Noah's SOil Shem, Jehova h said: "-Go your way out of 
your country and from your relatives and from the 
house of your father 10 the country that I shall show 
you; :lI1d I shall make a great nation out of you and 
I sha ll bless you and I wi ll make your name great; and 
prove yourself a blessing. And I wi ll bless those who 
bless you, and him that calls dow n evi l upon you I 
sha ll curse , and all the families of the ground will 
cert:lin ly bless themse lves by means of you." (Genesis 
12: 1-3; Acts 7:2-4) "A ll the families of the ground" 
-that includes us today, no matter the nat ion into 
which we were born or the language we speak.-Psalm 
6502. 

2 The one to whom Jehovah stated this promise was 
a man of faith, even as we must have fait h if we wou ld 
share in the blessing from God here promised. (James 
2:23; Hebrews 11: 6) Abra ha m's fai th was not merely 
a passive belief but was accompanied by action. It 
caused him to move out of Mesopotamia into a d istant 

J. Whal promise made 10 Abraham shows Ihal God's approval 
is possible for "all Ihe falllilies~ of mankind? 
2. (a) Like Abraham, whal quality do we need? (b) Al shown 
al Hebrews 11:8-10, how did Abraham give evidence of Ihis 
quality ? 

61 
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land that he had never see n before. "By fait h he 
res ided as an alien in the land of the promise as in :1 

foreign land," not attaching himself to any of the 
city-kingdoms there. "For he was awaiting the city 
ICad's Kingdom] having real foundations, the bui lder 
and maker of which city is God."-Hebrews 11:8-10. 

1 When Abraham reached I 00 years of age ilnd his 
wife Sara h was 90, Jehovah miraculously blessed them 
with a son, Isaac. In connection with this son, Abril­
ham underwent a searching test of faith and obed ience 
toward God. Jehovah directed Abraham to take Isaac, 
now a young man, to the la nd of Moriah ;and there 
offer him up as a burnt offering. With faith in Cod's 
abi lity to restore his son to life by a resurrection, 
Abraham proceeded to obey. (Hebrews 11:17·19) 
Isaac, submissive to his father, was already bound on 
the altar and Abraham had in his hand the knife with 
which to kill him when Jehovah's angel intervened. 
T he test had gone far enough to prove that Abraham 
would not withhold anything from God. The refore 
God confirmed his covenant with Abraham, as the 
Bible states: 

4 "'By myself I do swear,' is the utterance of Jeho· 
va h, 'that by reason of the fact that you have done 
this thi ng and you have not with hctd your son, your 
on ly one, I sha ll su re ly bless you and I sha ll surely 
mu ltiply your seed like the staTS of the heavens and 
like the grains of sand t ha t a re on the seashore; and 
your seed will take possession of the gate of his 
enemies. And by means of your seed all nations of the 
eart h will certainly bless themselves due to the fact 

J. What searching tes t of faith did Abra ham undergo regarding 
Isaac? 
4. On that occasion, what further important promise did God 
make regarding people of all nations? 
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Ihat YOll have listened to my voice.' "-Genesis 
22, 15-18. 

S Wh en we discern that the Greater Abraham is 
Jehovah and that Isaac foreshadowed Jesus Christ, we 
can begin to appreciate how these events are of impor­
tance to us personally. In reality, it is how we act 
toward Jehovah God that determines our futu re. The 
prospect of eternal life is possible for us because God 
actually gave his only-begotten Son as a sacrifice for 
our si ns, as illustrated by Abraham 's attempting to 
offer up Isaac. (John 3: 16) Any who persist in 'calling 
down evil ' on Jehovah, despising him or making light 
of his lov ing purposes, come under a curse that will 
me;ln their ete rna l destruction. (Compare 1 Samuel 
3: 12-14 ; 2: 12. ) But if we are appreciative persons , we 
will "bless" the Greater Abraham. How? By freely 
acknowledging that from Jehovah come all good 
things, including the undeserved gift of life through 
his Son . Also, we will tell others about Jehovah's 
goodness and the splendid qualities of his kingship. 
(James 1: 17; Psalm 145:7-13 ) In this way we put 
ourselves in line to receive blessings from him forever. 

THE PROMISED "SEED" OF ABRAHAM 
6 As part of his arrangement for blessing mankind 

Jehovah purposed a righteous heavenl y government. 
Jesus Christ was bo rn as a descendant of Abraham, as 
his Illost important offspring, or "seed," and it is upon 
him I hal Jehova h has conferred kingship. (Galatians 
3: 16; Manhew ]:1 ) So, as indicated by God's sworn 

5. (a) Wh;u was foreshadowed by Abraham's attempting fO 

offer up [ ~JJC~ ( b) [n fulfil lment of Gmesis [2;3, howdo people 
'call down evil' on the Greater Abraham, and with what result~ 
(c) How C;1I1 we ~blcss ~ him? 
6. (a ) Who is Ihe primary "seed~ of Abraham? (b ) How can 
we obt;lin Ihe bl e~sing lhat comes by means of him? 
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oath to Abraham, it is by means of Jesus Christ that 
people out of all nations of the eaTth will be blessed. 
Are you doing what is required in order to procure 
that blessing for yourself? For example, does your 
course of life demonstrate that you appreciate how 
important to you the sacrifice of Jesus' life is? AIe you 
truly submitting to his authority as King?~John 3:36; 
Acts 4: 12. 

1 The apost le John was given a prophetic fo review 
of heavenly events in which he saw others associated 
with Jesus Christ on heavenly Mount Zion. They, too, 
3fe part of "Abraham's seed." As stated at Revelation 
14:1-5, they are "bought from among mankind" and 
number 144,000. (Galatians 3:26-29) Whom do they 
include? The Bible makes it very clear that it has never 
been God's purpose to take all righteously disposed 
persons to heaven . (Matthew 11:11; Acts 2:34; Psalm 
37:29) The grand privilege of sharing with Ch rist in 
the Kingdom of heaven is limited to a " little flock" 
who will be kings and priests with him for a thousand 
years.-Luke 12:32; Revelation 5:9, 10; 20:6. 

8 How did the selection of that "little flock" pro­
ceed? The gracious invitation to share in the heavenly 
Kingdom was fi rst extended to the natural Israelites. 
But because of their lack of fait h , they did not provide 
the full 144,000. So Samaritans and, later, people of 
all nations were invited . (Acts 1:8) T he first of 
C hrist's joint heirs were anointed with holy spirit at 
Pentecost of 33 C.E. The selecting of this group 
continues until 144,000 have been sealed by God as 

7. (a) Who else is included in "Abraham's seed"? (b) How do 
we know that nO! all who faithfully serve God will go to heaven? 
B. When did the selection of the ~litlle flockn ix-gin, and how 
long does it continue? 
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approved. Then attention is directed to gathering per­
sons who will live on earth as appreciative subjects of 
the heavenly government. 

9 T hose who are heirs of the heavenly Kingdom with 
Christ are referred to in the Scriptures as "chosen 
ones," "holy ones," persons "anointed . . . (by I God." 
(2 Timothy 2: 10; 1 Corinthians 6: 1, 2; 2 Corinthians 
1 :21) They are also described co llectively as the 
"bride" of Christ. (Revelation 21:2, 9; Ephesians 
5:22-32) Viewed from other standpoints, they are 
called "brothers" of Ch rist, "joint heirs with Christ" 
and "sons" of God. (Hebrews 2: to, II; Romans 
8; 15-1 7; Ephesians 1:5 ) Regardless of their nationali­
ty, they are, spiritually speaking, "the Israel of God.'" 
(Galatians 6:16; Romans 2:28, 29; 9:6-8) When Je­
hovah terminated his Law covenant with fleshly Israel, 
he brought spiritual Israel into a new covenant with 
himself. But his dealings with fleshly Israel while they 
were under the Law set a pattern of things to come. 
( Hebrews 10:1) Who, then, was foreshadowed by the 
nation of fleshly Israel, which was chosen by God as 
his "special property"? The facts point to spiritual 
Israel, those whom God has chosen to rule with Christ 
in heaven. (Compare Exodus 19:5, 6 with 1 Peter 
1: 3,4 and 2:9.) With Christ they make up the agency 
by means of which blessings will be extended to all 
other obedient ones among mankind. Appreciation of 
this is a key to understanding the Bible. 

THOSE BLESSED BY MEANS OF THE "SEED" 
10 During the time that God was dealing in a special 

way with the nation of Israel, he also made loving 

9. (a) What expressions in the Bible apply to this heavenly 
class? (b) Who were foreshadowed by the natural Israelites? 
10. Who arc pictured by non-Israelite worshipers of Jehovah? 
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provisions for persons not of that nation but whose 
hea rts moved them to share in t rue worship in asso­
ciation with the Israelites . Noteworthy mention is 
made of them in the Bible record. Do they. too, have 
modern-day cou nterparts? Yes, indeed. They picture 
in many ways those who are not spiritual Israelites but 
who cherish the marvelous prospect of eterna l life as 
earthly subjects of Gocl's Kingdom. These arc the ones 
of whom God spoke to Abraham, saying that people 
out of "all nations of the earth" wou ld bless them­
selves by means of his "seed."-Genesis 22:18; Deu­
teronomy 32:43. 

II It has always been God's pu rpose for all mankind 
to be un ited in true worship . Appropriately, at the 
dedication of the temple built by Solomon in Jerusa­
lem, the king prayed that Jehovah would hear the 
prayer of foreigners ,who sough t to offer acceptable 
worship along with Israel. (2 Chronicles 6:32, 33) 
And, at Isaiah 56:6, 7, God promised: "The foreigners 
that have joined themselves to Jehovah to minister to 
him and to love [he name of Jehovah, in order [0 

become servants to him, ... I will also bring them 
to my holy mountain and make them rejoice inside 
my house of prayer. ... For my own bouse will be 
called even a house of prayer for all the peoples." 
Reflecting the spiri t here conveyed, the modern-day 
"foreigners" are now gathering from all nations, not 
simply as casua l observers, but as persons who ' join 
themselves to Jehovah.' They do this by dedicati ng 
their lives [0 him, symbolizing th is by water immer­
sion and then servi ng in a manner that demonstrates 

1 I. (a) What mention was made of this group al the dedication 
of Solomon's temple? (b) How are "foreigners" 'joining 
themselves 10 Jehovah' in our day, as forelOld al Isaiah 56:6, 7? 

I 

I 

I 



SURVIVORS OUT OF ALL THE NATIONS 67 

thei r love for "the name of Jehovah" and all that it 
represents.-Malthew 28: 19, 20. 

U No less faithfu lness is required of them than of 
those who are spirit-a nointed Christians. Under the 
Mosaic Law, Jehovah required the "alien resident" who 
took up true worship to conform to the same law that 
was binding on Israel. (Numbers 15: 15, 16) The rela­
tionship bet ween them was not to be one of mere 
toleration but of genuine love. ( Lev iticus 19:34) Like­
wise, those foreshadowed by the alien residents seek to 
bring their lives into full harmony with Jehovah's 
requirements and to serve in loving unity with the 
remaining ones of spiritual Israel.- Isaiah 6 1: 5. 

IJ By means of his prophet Isaiah, Jehovah described 
the eager throng of persons out of "all the nations" 
who today are flocking to Jehovah 's universal house 
of worship. He fo retold: "Many peoples will certainl y 
go and say: 'Come, you people, and let us go up to 
the mountain of Jehovah, to the house of the God of 
Jacob; and he will instruct us about his ways, and we 
will walk in his paths.'" As a result, they have 'beaten 
their swords into plowshares' and, even am id this 
strife- torn world, they 'learn war no more.' ( Isaiah 
2 : 1-4 ) Do you see yourself in that happy throng? Do 
you share their desire to learn Jehovah's requirements, 
to apply these in your life and to cease relying on 
weapons of war? God has promised that a grea t crowd 
who pursue this cou rse will "come out of the great 
tribu lation" as su rvivors into his peaceful "new earth." 
-Revelation 7:9, 10, 14 ; Psalm 46: 8, 9. 

12. How does the Mosaic law indicate whelher those who hop<' 
to be earthly subjects of God's Kingdom must conform to the 
high standards that apply to spiritual Israel? 
13. What de tails at Isaiah 2: 1-4 should we take to heart if we 
want to survive into the "new earth"? 
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Who Leads the Way 
to Deliverance? 

O NLY if we accept the leadership of Jesus Christ and 
give convi ncing evidence that we truly listen to him 
and wa lk in his footsteps can we be saved from this 
wicked world and be preserved alive thIOugh the com­
ing "great tribulation." (Acts 4: 12) This was well illus­
trated in events surround ing the del ive rance of the 
natural Israel ites from Egypt in 15 13 B.C.E. Miracu­
lously Jehovah ushered Israel to safety through the Red 
Sea and destroyed the pursuing Egyptian army. In all 
of th is, God used Moses to lead his people.-Joshua 
24:5-7; Exodus 3: 10. 

2 When the Israelites marched out of Egypt with the 
prospect of entering the Promised Land, others joined 
their ranks. As Moses later wrote: "'Avast mixed 
company also went up with them." (Exodus 12:38) 
Who were these? They were Egyptians or o ther foreign­
ers who threw in their lot with Israel. T hey had seen 
the fear-inspiring plagues that Jehovah had brought 
upon the oppressive nation of Egypt to demonstrate 
that he was the only true God and that the gods of 
Egypt were false and could not deliver those who 
worshiped them. No doubt, too, what they heard from 
the Israelites about the prospect of life in "'a land 

!. (a) To what mUSt wc- submit in order to be deJivc-rc-d safely 
through the "great tribulation"? (b) How was this iJiustl'3ted by 
thc- way that God used Moses? 
2. (3) Who were the "vast mixc-d company" (hat lefl Egypl 
with Israel? (b) What no doubt attracted many of them? (c) On 
what matter were they soon put to the test? 

66 
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flowing with milk and honey" sounded good to them. 
(Exod us 3;7, 8; 12;12) But did they also fu lly recog­
nize Moses as the one raised up by God to be ru ler and 
deliverer of His people? They were soon put to the test. 
-Acts 7;34, 35 . 

J As Israel, along with the "vast mixed company," 
neared the shores of the Red Sea, the king of Egypt and 
his milita ry forces chased after them to drag them back 
into slavery. To be delivered, they must stay together 
and follow Moses ' directions, because Jehova h was 
using Moses to lead them. By means of a supernatural 
cloud Jehovah held back the enemy while he split apart 
the wate rs of the sea and dried ou t th e seabed. In 
striking contrast to what happened to the Egypt ians 
later, all Israel and the "vast mixed com pany" escaped 
with Moses across that dry seabed. (Exodus 14:9, 
19-31) As they marched through, with walls of water 
on their right and on their left and the cloud of God's 
presence overhead, something sig nificant took place. 
The Bible spea ks of it as a baptism-not a literal 
baptism in water, but a sy mbolic one into Moses as 
Jehovah 's prophet, the one sent by God to be thei r 
Deliverer. ( 1 Corinth ians 10: I , 2) Likewise, all spiritual 
Israelites who will survive the destruction of this wicked 
wo rld must undergo a similar baptism into Christ as 
deliverer and give convincing evidence that they closely 
adhere to his leadership . The modern-day "mixed com­
pany" must accompany them. 

4 Jehovah has conferred great authority on his Son, 
Jesus Christ. By means of him God has made it possible 
for us to be 'delivered f rom the present wicked system 

3. (a) Why was it vital to follow Moses' directions? (b) What 
was the meaning of 'ooptism into Moses'? (e) Why is that 
important to spiritual Israeli tes? 
4. How great is the authority that Jehovah has given to Christ? 
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of things,' so that we need not sha re its dismal fate. 
(Galatians 1:3-5; I Thessa lonians 1:9, 10) Through 
Moses, Jehovah gave to Israel Jaws that affected the 
immediate life prospects of the people. When they 
obeyed those laws they were greatly benefited. But some 
laws also carried the death penalty for disobedience. 
Later, Jesus became a prophet greater than Moses. What 
he taught were "sayings of everlasting life," and delib­
erate failu re to obey these sayings leads to death from 
which there is no deliverance. How important, there­
fore, that we take to heart what he saysl-John 
6:66-69; 3:36; Acts 3: 19-23. 

5 To some persons, the idea of submission to a leader 
does not seem desirable. They have seen too much abuse 
of authority. But Jesus' own words reflect a spirit that 
is reassuring. He warmly invites us: "Come to me, all 
you who are toiling and loaded down , and I will refresh 
you . Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for 
I am mi ld-tempered and lowly in heart, and you will 
find refreshment for your souls. For my yoke is kindl y 
and my load is light." (Matthew 11:28-30) What an 
appealing prospect! Those who heed that warm invita­
tion, putti ng their fuiJ confidence in him , will not be 
disappointed . (Romans 10: II) They will experience 
security such as that of sheep in the flock of a loving 
shepherd. 

THE GENUINE FINE SHEPHERD 
~ The nation of Israel was like a flock of sheep that 

belonged to Jehovah. He provided the Law covenant , 
which served like the protective walls of a sheepfold, 

6. (a) How was the nation of Israel like sheep in a sheepfold? I 
(b) What promise did Jehovah make concerning a shepherd for 

5. What makes submission to Jesus very appealing? l 
these "sheep," and how was it fulfilled? 
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fenc ing them off from the way of life of ungodly 
Gentile nations. It also directed responsive ones to the 
Messiah. (Ephesians 2:14-16; Ga latians 3:24) Concern­
ing that Messianic Shepherd· King, Jehovah foretold: "I 
wi ll raise up over! my sheep lone shepherd, and he must 
feed them, even my servanl Dav id." (Ezekiel 34:23, 
31) This did not mean that D:lvid , who was then dead, 
would again personally rule as king over God 's people. 
Rather, from David's roya l line Jehovah would raise up 
a shepherd-ki ng through whom God wou ld provide 
security. (Jeremiah 23:5 , 6) At various limes men 
falsely claimed to be the Messianic deliverer. but in the 
year 29 C.E., Jehovah used John the Bapt izer 10 intro­
duce Jesus Christ to the "sheep" of Israe l as the one 
truly sent by God, the Messiah with authent ic creden­
tials. This was the heavenly Son of God, whose life 
principle had been transferred to the womb of a Jewish 
virgin so that he might be born into the royal line of 
Dav id. The name David means "beloved," so, appropri­
ately, after Jesus' baptism in water, Jehovah declared 
audibly from heaven: "You are my Son, the beloved; I 
have approved you ."-Mark 1:11. 

7 Less than four months before his death, Jesus said: 
"I am the fine shepherd ; the fine shepherd surrenders 
his soul in behalf of the sheep." (John 10: 11 ) He 
contrasted his role with that of false messiahs who had 
come earlier, saying : "He that does not enter into the 
sheepfold through the door but climbs up some other 
place, that one is a thief and a plunderer. But he that 
enters through the door is shepherd of the sheep. The 
doorkeeper opens to this one, and the sheep liSlcn to 
his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads 

7. (a ) As "the fine shepherd," how did Jesus demonstrate the 
depth of his Joving concern for the ~sheep ~? (b ) How did that 
contrast with the conduct of earlier, fa ls(' messiahs? 
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them out. When he has got all his own out, he goes 
before them, and the sheep follow him, because they 
know his voice. A stranger they will by no means 
follow but will flee from him, because they do not 
know the voice of strangers."-John 10: 1-5, 8. 

S Those in the Jewish sheepfold who responded to the 
leading of the Law covenant accepted Jesus as the 
Messiah when John the Baptizer as "doorkeeper" intro­
duced him. They proved to be Jesus' "own sheep," and 
he led them to a new figurative sheepfold, or pen, 
belonging to Jehovah. This fold represented a favored 
relationship with Jehovah on the basis of the new 
covenant, which was made with spiritual Israel and was 
validated by Jesus' own blood. By means of this cove­
nant it became possible for them to gain heavenly life 
with Christ as the "seed" of Abraham through whom 
blessings would come to people of all nations. (Hebrews 
8:6; 9:24; 10:19-22; Genesis 22:18) Jesus Christ, 
whom God raised from the dead and restored to heav­
enly life , is the "door" of this new-covenant sheepfold. 
In harmony with his Father's purpose, he has brought 
into this fold only a limited number- just 144,000-
first from among the Jews, and later from among the 
Samaritans and the Gemiles. As the Fine Shepherd, 
Jesus knows each of his sheep by name and gives them 
loving personal care and attemion.-John 10:7 , 9; 
Revelation 14:1-3. 

9 However, Jesus does not limit his shepherding to 
this "little flock" who gain the heavenly Kingdom. 
( Luke 12:32) He also said: "I have other sheep, which 
are not of this fold; those also I must bring, and they 

8. (a) Into what new "sheepfold" did Jesus lead the Jews who 
followed him? (b) How many has he brought into this fold? 
9. Who are the Mother shup" to whom Jesus refers, and when 
are they gathered? 
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will listen to my voice. and they will become one flock, 
one shepherd." (John 10: 16) Who are these? They are 
persons who are not in the new covenant; they are not 
spiritual Israelites. But they are brought into close 
association with the members of spiritual Israel while 
these are still on earth and in need of the kind of 
shepherding that Jesus describes. The "other sheep" are 
persons who, during these last days, are being gathered 
within Jehovah's provision for eternal life on earth on 
the basis of their fai th in the sacrificial value of Jesus' 
blood. They are the same as the "great crowd" of 
Revelation 7:9, 10, 14, and so they have the prospect 
of surviving the coming great tribulation. 

10 To fit the Bible's description of such "other sheep" 
who are safeguarded and preserved by the Fine Shep­
herd, a person must "listen" to His voice and give 
evidence of truly being part of the "one flock" that 
includes the genuine heirs of the heavenly Kingdom. 
AIe you doing that? How carefully aTe you listening to 
his voice? 

II You no doubt know that Jesus said: "This is my 
commandment, that you love one another just as I have 
loved you." (John 15:12) How is that commandment 
affect ing your life? Is the love that you show the kind 
that Jesus exemplified? Is it truly self-sacrificing? Do 
your actions and feelings give evidence of such love 
toward all in the Christian congregation and toward 
members of your own household? 

12 The apostle Paul states that if we truly 'hear' Jesus 

10. To be one of those "other sheep," what is required ? 
J I. What will give evidence that we truly "listen" to what Jesus 
said at John 15:12? 
12. (a) If we are really 'taught by means of Jesus.' how much 
of a change will it make in us? (b) So, what should we be doing 
with the things we learn from the Bible? 
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and 3TC "taught by mea ns of him," our entire person­
ali ty will change. We will put away the personal ity that 
conforms to our fo rmer way of life and will put on "the 
new personality," which reflects Jehovah's fine qua li­
ties. (Ephesians 4:17-24; Colossians 3:8-14) As you 
study the Bible, are you thinking seriously about areas 
in which you personally need to make adjustments in 
order to please God? Are you conscientiously making 
such changes? Are you taking note of the vital work 
that Jesus commanded for our day-the preaching of 
the good news of God's established Kingdom-and are 
you seeking ways to sha re in it? Does appreciation for 
God's undeserved kindness toward you stir in you a 
heartfelt desire to do so~-Matthew 24: 14. 

II We have to be careful not to let our hearts mislead 
us. M illions of persons profess to believe in Jesus 
Christ, and perhaps they can quote some of the things 
he taught, but they apply only what they find conve· 
nient. Some may avoid indulging in conduct that they 
consider grossly wrong. The prospect of life on a 
Paradise earth under the Kingdom of God may sound 
good to them, and they may enjoy associating now with 
those who are sincerely endeavoring to apply Christian 
principles in their lives. But if we want to be among 
those who survive into the "new earth ," we must listen 
attentively to t'lurylhing that Jesus says. It is vital to 
appreciate that we cannot successfully direct ou r own 
steps . We must listen to God's Son, the one commis­
sioned by Jehovah as Deliverer of His people, and walk 
carefully in his steps.-Jeremiah 10:23; Matthew 
7:21-27; 1 Peter 2:21. 

13. (a) If we are nO[ careful, how might our hearts mislead us? 
(b) To what extent, then, must we foll ow in the footsteps of 
Christ? 
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"They Will Hunger 
No More" 

O NE of the principal problems facing the world 
today concerns food. High prices cause difTlcu lties for 
many. Actual starvation confronts others. It was re­
cently reported that each year 40 million people-in 
some years as many as 50 million-die because they do 
not have the food they need. About ten times that 
number suffer severe malnutrition. Although some 
countries produce much more than they can eat, polit­
ical rivalry and commercial greed often thwart efforts 
to make the surplus available to those who need it 
most.-Compare Revelat ion 6:5, 6. 

2 Even lands that seem to have an abundance face a 
disturbing future. Why? The cu rrent methods of farm­
ing often depend on petroleum, and the global supply 
is not unlimited. Heavy reliance on commercial fertil­
izers is polluting their water supplies. The excessive use 
of pesticides, meant to safeguard crops, is also destroy­
ing organisms on which future productivity of the soil 
depends. In nearly every fie ld of human endeavor, 
serious problems continue to multiply. Aurelio Peccei, 
president of an international forum of intellectuals, 
likened the world to "a ricocheting bullet as it careens 
from disaster to disaster." Is it being realistic to pin 
one's hopes for the future on a world with such a 
record?-Je remiah 10:23; Proverbs 14: 12. 

1. How serious is the world's coneern over food? 
2. Even in lands where Ihere is an abundance, why do people 
have r('ason to be concerned? 
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l Sensibly, millions of persons have faced up to their 
need for the help that only God call give. Having 
examined Bible prophecy, they know that Jehovah 
God has al ready enthroned his heaven ly Son Jesus 
Christ and has given him all the earth as his possession. 
( Psalm 2:7, 8) He has the wisdom and the ability to 
guarantee that all mankind wi ll be generously supplied 
from earth's produce. (Psalm 72:7, 8, 16; Colossians 
I: 15- 17) When the present selfish system is removed, 
Christ will direct the efForts of human survivors so thal 
all the eart h will become a fruitfu l Paradise . 

• The Diles who will lastingly benefit from his ru le, 
however, are those who discern that man does nOl live 
on bread alone, persons who appreciate spirituaJ va lues 
and the vital need to d raw strength from learning and 
doing God's will. The Bible repeatedly highlights the 
importance of this. (John 4: 34; 6:27; Jeremiah IS: 16) 
Jesus emphasized it when he sa id: "It is written, 'Man 
must live, not on bread alone, but on every utterance 
coming forth through Jehovah's mouth.'" (Matthew 
4:4) We need such spiritual food now, if we would 
survive the end of the present world. H ow we can 
obtai n it is illustrated for us in the Bible account 
concerning Josep h and his brothers. 

"GO TO JOSEPH" 
5 God gave to Josep h, a great-g randson of Abraham, 

dreams indicat ing that Joseph would have a prominent 
role in life . Because of this, as well as the fac t that he 

3. Who is able to guarantee plenty of food for all mankind, and 
what gives you that confidence? 
4. To benefit from those physical provisions, what must we do 
now? 
5. How did Joseph come to be a slave in Egypt? 
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was specia ll y loved by his father, Joseph's ten half 
brothers hated Joseph. They plotted to ki ll him but 
fi nally sold hi m as a sla ve, and he was taken to Egypt. 
How was God 's purpose regarding Joseph going to 
work out now?-Genes is 37:3· 11 , 28. 

6 When Joseph was 30 years of age, Jehovah caused 
Pharaoh, the ruler of Egypt, to have two dreams that 
troub led him. In the first he sa w seven cows "beautiful 
in appearance and fat-fleshed," also seven other cows 
"ugly in appearance and thin-{]cshed." The skinny 
cows proceeded to eat the fat ones. In another d rea m 
Pharaoh saw seven ears of grain on one st:tlk , "fa t and 
good," and seven other ears that were "t hin and 
scorched by the east wind." Again, the thin oncs 
consumed the fat ones. What did it all mean? None of 
the wise men of Egypt were able to interpret the 
dreams . But Pharaoh 's cupbearer reca lled that, when he 
had been in prison, a fellow prisoner, joseph, had 
correctly interpreted dreams. Prompt ly Pharaoh sum· 
maned Joseph.-Genesis 41: 1-15. 

7 C laiming no credit for himself, joseph told Pha­
raoh: "The dream of Pharaoh is but one. What the true 
God is doi ng he has told to Pharao h. " (Genesis 41: 16, 
25) joseph explained that the second dream mea nt the 
same as the first and emphasized its certainty. Seven 
years of plenty in Egypt were to be followed by seven 
of famine . He advised Pharaoh to put a capable man 
in charge of storing grain du ring the years of plenty in 
preparation for the famine. Recogn izing that God 

6. (a) How was Pharaoh's atlemiOll directed to Joseph? 
(b) What were the dreams that disturbed Ph~r30h ? 
7. (a) How did Joseph become the food adminis t rator for 
Egypt ? (b ) W hen the famine becaml.' SI.'Vl.'re, what did (hI.' 
Egypt i~n s do in order to keep living? 



78 SURVIVAL INTO A NEW EARTH 

himself had evidently disclosed all of this to Joseph, 
Pharaoh appointed Joseph as food administrator, giv­
ing him authority in Egypt second on ly to that of 
Pharaoh himself. Just as predicted, the seven years of 
unusual abundance came, and Joseph had tremendous 
quantit ies of foodstuffs stored away . Then the foretold 
famine tightened its grip on the land . When the people 
pleaded with Pharaoh for bread, he answered: "Go to 
Joseph. Whatever he says to you, you are to do ." So 
Joseph sold them grain-first paid for with money, 
then with thei.r livestock, and finally in exchange for 
themselves and their land. To continue living, they had 
to give themselves over c.om pletely to the service of 
Pharaoh.-Genesis 41:26-49, 53-56; 47.:13-26. 

8 The famine also affected the lands around Egypt. 
Eventually Joseph's own half brothers came down 
from Canaan. Over 20 years had passed since they had 
sold him into slavery, and they did not recognize him. 
They bowed before him, as Joseph's dreams had long 
previously foreto ld, and sought to obtain foodstuffs. 
(Genesis 37:6, 7; 42:5-7) Skillfully Joseph put them to 
the test and saw convincing evidence that their attitude 
toward him and their father had indeed changed. Final­
ly he identified himself and explained that it was 
actually "for the preservation of life" that God had 
sent him to Egypt ahead of them. At his direction, they 
moved their father and their families into Egypt. 
(Genesis 45:1-11) All of this was reco rded for our 
benefit, and its prophetic significance involves events 
in our day.-Romans 15:4. 

8. (a) To obtain needed foodstuffs, what was required of 
Joseph's half brothers? (b) Why has the record of this been 
preserved? 
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SATISFYING OUR HUNGER 
AND THIRST NOW 
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9 One of the root causes of mankind's problems IS 

spiritual famine . Because they have abandoned Jeho­
vah, he does not favor them with understanding of his 
Word, and, as a result, they experience "a famine, not 
for bread, and a thirst, not for water, but' for hearing 
the words of Jehovah." (Amos 8:! I ) Spiritually fam­
ished people grope for answers to such vital questions 
as: What is the meaning of life? Why do people die? 
Is theIe any real hope for the future? Cr,lzed from 
spiritual hunger, such people often hurt themselves and 
others as they engage in immoral and criminal conduct 
to sa tisfy their cravings. 

10 In contrast, Jehovah has given spiritua l abundance 
to his loyal se rvants, and genuine love exists among 
them. He has opened to their understanding the satis­
fying spiritual truths in his inspired Word and has 
given them work to do as his witnesses . They gladly 
share these truths with others who are spiritually hun­
gry and seeking life in relationship with God. (Isaiah 
65:13, 14; Luke 6:2 1) Back in ancient Egypt the seven 
years of famine followed the seven of plenty. But in 
our day the periods of spiritual famine and of spiritual 
abundance run concurrently. 

II Today it is not Pharaoh who is ruler. Jehovah 
God, the Greater Pharaoh, is Universal Sovereign. He 

9. (a) What accounts for the spiritual famine in the world 
today? (b) Why is this one of the root causes of mankind's 
problems? 
10. (a) In fulfillment of Isaiah 65: 13, 14, what condition e"im 
among Jehovah's servants? (b) When ~rc the periods of spiritual 
fami ne and of spiritual plenty? 
11. (a) Who are pictured by Pharaoh and by Joseph, and why 
so? (b) How is the course taken by Ihe "great crowd" like that 
of the famine-stricken Egyptians? 
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has granted to Jesus Christ authority second only to his 
own. As the Greater Joseph, Jesus is the One to whom 
Jehovah has entrusted responsibility to dispense life~ 
sustaining spiritual food . The religious and secu lar 
philosophies of the world have left mankind with 
gnawing spiritual hunger. Only by turning to Jesus 
Christ and obtaining spiritual food in the way that he 
directs can they be sustained. Millions of persons, 
pictured by the famine-stricken Egyptians, are doing 
that. Through Jesus Christ they are fully dedicating 
themselves to Jehovah for all time, and thus they are 
included in the great crowd of prospective survivors of 
tbe coming day of divine wrath. 

12 But Jesus is in heaven. How does he provide 
spiritual food to benefit us here on earth? He foretold 
that he would do so through his "faithful and discreet 
slave." (Matthew 24:45-47) This is a composite 
"slave," made up of his congregation of spirit-anointed 
ones while still on earth. (Compare Isaiah 43:10.) A 
remnant of these are st ill on the earthly scene. This true 
Christian congregation is easily identifiab le by compar­
ison of its teachings and practices with the Bible. It 
genuinely teaches what Jesus commanded . Therefore it 
is not involved in the political affairs of the world, but 
all its members are public proclaimers of God's King­
dom. They are not spli t up among the sects of Chris­
tendom. They are united, as Jesus said they would be 
-all of them Jehovah's Witnesses in imitation of their 
Lord. (See John 17; 16,20,21 ; Matthew 24:14; 28: 19, 
20; Revelation 1:5.) They enjoy spiritual abundance 
and are very willing to share it with others. 

12. (a) How does jesus in heaven make spirilual food available 
to us here on t arth? (b) What convincts you as to the identity 
of "the faithful and discreet slave"? 
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11 Many people have ridiculed these anointed Chris­
tians, saying: 'Do you think you are better than we are? 
Do you think you are the only ones who are right?' 
But in time some humbly recognize that Jehovah truly 
does have witnesses on the ea rth and that they really 
proclaim His word. They come to appreciate that the 
Bible shows there would be only one true Christian 
congregation and that its members would be united. 
(Ephesians 4:5; Romans 12:5) An honest and humble 
examination of the facts has led them to that organi­
zation. Joseph's ten half brothers foreshadowed such 
persons, who previously persecuted Jesus' anointed 
followers or who gave moral support to such persecu­
tors but who now demonstrate a genuine change of 
heart. (John 13:20) Gratefully they accept the spiritual 
food provided by Jesus Christ through his 'faithful 
slave ' class. They gain spiritual strength as they feed on 
Bible truths discussed in Watch Tower publications, 
regularly attend the meetings of Jehovah's Witnesses 
and share actively in doing God's will . Are you one of 
these humble ones?-Hebrews 10:23-25; compare 
John 4,34. 

14 Happy refreshment is enjoyed by all who thus 
lovingly put their lives at the disposal of their Creator 
through Jesus Christ. Spiritually, "they will hunger no 
more nor thirst anymore, . . . because the Lamb [Jesus 
Christ], who is in the midst of the throne, will shep­
herd them. and will guide them to fountains of waters 
of life."-Revelation 7:16. 17; Isaiah 25:6-9. 

13. (a) In what ways have many persons shown Ihcmselves 10 
be like Joseph's ten half brothers? (b) How C;iIl all of us benefit 
from the spiri tual food provided by Chrisl through the "slave" 
class? 
14. Whal spiritual conditions are enjoyed by (hose who live in 
harmony with the principles learned from this Bible drama? 
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"Flee out of the Midst 
of Babylon" 

MANY persons have gone from one reljgion to 
another, searching for satisfying answers to their ques­
tions about life. They find ce rtain similarities in beliefs 
and practices, also many differences. But it is only by 
using God's own Word as tbe gujde that anyone can 
be sure which answers are true and what practices are 
reall y pleasing to God. By means of the Bible, the 
Creator acquaints us with himself and his purpose. He 
also exposes to our view the roots of fa lse worship. In 
so doing, he warns us against what he describes as 
"Baby lon the Great" and urges us to "flee" out of the 
midst of her. Have you heeded that warning?- Reve­
lation 18:4,21; Jeremiah 51 :6. 

I What is "Babylon the Great"? Viewed collectively, 
all religions that advocate attitudes, beliefs or practices 
that have their roots in the religion of ancient Bab­
ylon make up Babylon the Great. Its identifying traits 
can therefore be determined by examining the orig in 
and religion of ancient Babylon itself. 

J Well over a century after the Flood of Noah's day, 
the city of Babel (later called Babylon) was built 
around a tower-a project evidently promoted by 

I. (a) How can we know what kind of worshjp is pleasing to 
God? (b) From what docs God urge us to nee~ 
2. What is "Babylon the Great"? 
3. (a) How did ancient Babylon get iu slart, and what spirit 
did its founder encourage? (b) In what ways is that spirit 
rencctcd in religions today? 

82 
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Nimrod. This Nimrod engendered in his associates a 
spirit of rebellion against Jehovah and a desire to 
seek prominence for themselves. (Genesis 10:9, 10; 
11: 1-9) Do you observe tholt spirit today-a disregard 
for God's Word, even on the part of those claiming to 
be religious, and the use of religion to draw attention 
to self or even to gain prominence? 

4 Triads of gods were prominent in Babylonian reli­
gion. There was the triad made up of Anu , Bel and 
Ea; another included Sin, Shamash and Ishtar. Addi­
tionally, images filled Babylon's places of worship. All 
of this diverted attention from the fact ,h;1I there is 
only one true God, whose name is Jehovah. (Deu­
teronomy 4:39; John 17:3) The qualities and conduct 
attributed to their gods, together with the use of 
lifeless images, gave many people a distorted view of 
tbe Creator.-Jeremiah 10: 10, 14; 50:1, 38; 1 Corin­
thians 10: 14, 19-22. 

5 The Babylonians believed that death was merely 
passage to another kind of life, but th is contradicted 
what God had told our first parents. Greek philoso­
phers en larged on this idea, saying that humans have 
an immortal soul. The Devil's first lie was that if 
Adam and Eve disobeyed God, they 'positively would 
not die' in the flesh. Now people were being told that 
what lived forever was an inside part of them that 
they could not see. This false teaching led to belief in 
hellfire, purgatory, ancestor worship and much more. 
-Genesis 3:1-5; Ecclesiastes 9:5 , 10; Ezekiel 18:4. 

4. How has Babylonish religion distorted the truth :lbou t God 
himself? 
5. (a) How was Babylonian belief ;Ibout death rCJlly an cmbel­
lishment of SatJn's lie to Eve? (b) To what other teachings has 
this led? 
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6 Babylon ia n religion also included the practice of 
astrolcogy, divination, magic and sorcery , by means of 
which people have sough t supernatural gu idance that 
cou ld be used to enrich themselves and control others. 
(Daniel 2:27; Ezekiel 21:21) How common these 
pract ices are today, though all of them are warned 
against in the Bible! By engaging in them, people have 
played directly into the hands of demonic spirits, who 
exact a cruel price fo r the favo rs they grant.-Deu­
teronomy 18:10-12; Isaiah 8:19; Acts 16: 16 ; Revela­
tion 18:21, 23. 

1 Further identifying Babylon the Great, the Bible 
tells of her illicit relations with poli tica l rule rs, her 
wealth and her responsibility for bloodshed, including 
that of God's true servants. (Revela tion 17:1-6; 
18:24) The record of the world's religions in these 
respects is well known. 

HOW GREAT IS YOUR LOVE FOR TRUTH? 
g If a person belongs to any part of Babylon the 

Great, shares in her celebra tions or imitates her ways, 
who is thus honored? Certainl y not Jehova h. Instead, 
such a person is, in effect, bowing before "the god of 
this system of things," the one wh o has blinded the 
minds of mankind.-2 Corint hians 4:4. 

9 But how has it been possible for so many people 
to be misled in this manner? The Bible answers that 

6. (a) What other practices that are common today have their 
roots in Babylonian rel igion? (b) How serious is this? 
7. What evidence do you see ,hat Babylon the Great (a) has 
illicit relatiOns with political rulers? (b) has great riches? (c) is 
responsible for bloodshed? 
8. Who really is the god of Babylon the Great? 
9. How has it been possible for Satan to mislead so many people 
religiously? 
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they have fallen victim to Satan's sna re "because they 
did not accept the love of the truth ." (2 Thessa lonians 
2:9-12) This should not surprise us. How many peo­
ple do you know who always speak the truth-at 
home. in business, when confronted wit h their own 
shortcomings? W hen shown wh:lI the Bible, God 's 
word of truth, says, how many are wi ll ing to abandon 
their former beliefs or customs, even to change their 
life-style, to conform to it? Arc you? 

10 Jehovah is looking for people who have such love 
for the tru th. He himself is "t he God o/" truth." 
( Psalm 31:5) The teachi ngs of his Word are no t 
imagination . They are the truth. To a woman in 
Samaria, Jesus said: "True worshipers will worship the 
Father with spirit and trut h, for, indeed, the Father is 
loob ng for suchlike Olles to worship him. God is a 
Spirit, and those worshiping him must worship with 
spirit and tru th ." (Jo hn 4:23, 24) Is that the kind of 
person you want to be? 

GOD'S PROVISION FOR LIBERATION 
li To provide guidance for us, Jehovah long ago had 

recorded in the Bible a promise of deliverance from 
the oppressive control of Babylon. It had a fulfillment 
when Cyrus the Great liberated the Jews, as well as the 
non- Israelite Nethinim. so they cou ld return to Jerusa­
lem to rebuild the temple of Jehova h. Bu t that was 
not all there was to it. What took place then poimed 
to further deliverance through the Greater Cyrus, the 
Lord J esus Christ. Our fo llowing his directions safe-

! O. (a) For what kind of persons is Jehovah looking ? (b) How 
can we show that we are that kind of person? 
II. (a) What is foretold at Isaiah 49 :8. 9? (b) When did thnt 
have it s first fulfillment? (c) Why is it of interest to us? 
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guards us against being misled by men who seek only 
promin~nce for themselves. To Jesus in particular ap­
plied the prophecy that says: "This is what Jehovah 
has said : ' In a time of goodwill I have answered you, 
and in a day of salvation I have helped you; and I 
kept safeguarding you that I might give you as a 
covenant for the people, to rehabili tate the land, to 
bring about the repossessing of the desolated heredi­
tary possessions, to say to the prisoners, "Come out!" 
to those who are in the darkness, "Reveal your­
selves!"'" (Isaiah 49:8, 9) How was this fulfilled in 
Jesus? 

12 Jehovah answered Jesus' prayers. He did help and 
safeguard his Son as Jesus cou rageously exposed reli­
gious falsehood and made known 'the truth that 
would set men free.' (John 8:32) Despite satanic 
efforts to destroy Jesus, Jehovah preserved his Son 
until his work on earth was done. Then he raised Jesus 
to immortal life in heaven, there to continue his work 
of liberation. God gave him as a "covenant," or 
pledge, that there would be a freeing of people from 
bondage to Babylon the Great. Just as surely as there is 
a resurrected and glorified Jesus Christ in heaven, so 
too it is certain that right-hearted people will be deliv­
ered from the religious darkness of Babylon the Great. 
Will you benefit from that deliverance? 

13 Regarding the extent of the liberation, Jehovah 
fo retold: ") also have given you for a light of the 
nations, that my salvation may come to be to the 
extremity of the earth." ( Isaiah 49:6) Hence, in 

12. (a) How was that prophecy fulfilled in Jesus? (luke 
4;16·)8) (b) What encouragement is there in this for us? 
13. From 36 C.E. onward, how did Jesus prove to be "a light 
of the nations"? 
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36 C.E. Gentiles, or people of non-Jewish nations, 
began to be brought into the congregation of spi ritual 
Israel. The adding of Gentiles to the spirit-anointed 
Christ ian cong regat ion, however, was not the full 
extent to which Jesus would serve as "a light of the 
nations . " 

14 J esus knew that he would also gather "other 
sheep" who would enjoy eternal life on earth . (John 
10: 16) They were foreshadowed by the non-Israelite 
Nethinim and sons of the servants of Solomon who 
joined the Jews in 537 B.C.E. in their exodus from 
Babylon. (Ezra 2:1, 43-58) Already a great crowd of 
these in modern times have heeded the command to 
"come out" of Babylon the Great. These now enjoy 
the refreshing sp iritual blessings foretold at Isaiah 
49: 10: "They will not go hungry, neither will they go 
thirsty, nor will parching heat or sun strike them. For 
the One who is having pity upon them will lead them, 
and by the springs of water he will conduct them." At 
Revelation 7:9, 16, 17, these blessings are appropriate­
ly applied to the "great crowd" of "other sheep." 

"GET OUT OF HER, MY PEOPLE" 
IS In an inspired vision the apostle John was shown 

what execution of God's judgment would mean for 
Babylon the Great. In view of the certainty of it, an 
angel out of heaven, speaking for God, urged: "Get 
out of her, my people, if you do not want to sha re 

14. (a) For whom else from "I he n:uiol1s n was Jesus to be :I 

light? (b) By what groups that left :lncicnt Rlbylon were these 
foreshadowed? (c) What spiritual blessings do Ihey alreJdy 
enjoy, in fulfillment of Isaiah 49: 1O? 
15. Why does the Bible urge those who would be God's people 
to get out of Babylon the Great? 
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with her in her sins, and if you do not want to receive 
part of her plagues. For her sins have massed together 
dear up to heaven, and God has called her acts of 
injustice to mind ."-Revelation 18:4, 5. 

16 The members of spiritual Israel have heeded that 
command, and now they urge others to do the same. 
They know that if a person is mixing true worship 
with false, he cannot please God. If anyone associates ' 
with Jehovah's Witnesses but still has not cut his ties 
with Babylon the Great, how can he say that he is no 
part of her? Even if he never attends her religious 
services, yet if he shares in her religious holidays at his 
place of employment or with his relatives, he is still 
touching what is unclean. ( Isaiah 52:11) If he partici­
pates in family traditions that reflect belief in immor­
tality of the soul or superstitious fear of evil spirits, he 
still is sharing in her sins. We cannot sit on the fence. 
If we believe that Jehovah is the true God, then we 
must serve only him.-l Kings 18:21. 

l7 To people of every nation and tribe and· tongue 
the appealing invitation is being extended: Join in the 
worship of Jehovah, the only true God! (Revelation 
14;6, 7) To do so, you must also imitate God's 
ancient servants who heeded the command; "Flee out 
of the midst of Babylon, and provide escape each one 
for his own soul. "-Jeremiah 51 ;6. 

16. What may indicate whether we have really heeded that 
command? 
17. (a) As shown at Revelation 14:6, 7, what are people 
everywhere being invited to do? (b) To worship Jehovah 
acceptably, what other command must they obey? 
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Identified for Destruction 
or Survival? 

THE religious situation that exists today calls on us 
to show what really is in our hearts. Do we truly love 
Jehovah and his ways? Are we like his Son, Jesus Christ, 
to whom it was said: "You loved righteousness, and you 
hated lawlessness"? (Hebrews 1: 9) Are we willing to 
manifest this openly so that others know where we 
stand? The Bible record concerning Jehu and Jehonadab 
the son of Re'chab helps us to examine OUf position. 

l in the tenth centu ry B.C.E., Jehu was anointed to 
be king over the ten-tribe kingdom of Israel, which had 
its capital at Samaria. He was commissioned to destroy 
all who belonged to the wicked house of King Ahab, 
including Queen Jezebel, who had promoted Baal wor­
ship in Israel and had endeavored to stamp out the 
worship of Jehovah. Jehonadab, a Kenite (hence, not 
an Israelite), doubtless knew of j ehu's executional pro­
gram when he went out to meet Jehu. But how strong 
was Jehonadab's love fo r Jehovah? Would he openly 
identify himself as one who firmly believed that only 
Jehovah, the true God, should be worshiped? 

"IS YOUR HEART UPRIGHT WITH ME?" 
1 After the two men had exchanged greetings, Jehu 

ca lled on Jehanadab to make clear his position. "Is your 
heart upright with me," Jehu asked, "just as my own 

1. What questions does this lesson encourage us to consider? 
2. Who were Jehu and Jehonadab? 
3. How did Jehonadab make known publicly his position 
regarding worship of Jehovah? 

89 
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heart is with your heart?" Without hesitation Jehona­
dab res;mnded: "It is." "If it is, do give me your hand," 
Jehu replied. So he took Jehonaclab up into his chariot 
and said: "Do go along with me and look upon my 
toleration of no rivalry toward Jehovah." Jehonaclab did 
not fearfully hold back .-2 Kings 10:15, 16; see Deu­
teronomy 6:13-15. 

4 Arriving in Samaria, Jehu took measures that wou ld 
require all who worshiped Baal to identify themselves. 
The prophets, the priests and all worshipers of Baal 
were called to a grand sacrifice at the hOllse of Baal. 
They were notified that any persons failing to attend 
would forfe it theiT lives. Jehu directed that garments be 
issued fo r all worshipers of Baal to wear so that they 
wou ld be clearly identified. Any who claimed also to 
worship J ehovah were thus made to show whom they 
really served . It seemed to be a glorious hour fo r Baal 
and for Satan the Devil, the false god whom Baal really 
represented. 

5 This was no place for true worshipers of Jehovah. 
A search was made to be sure that only the worshipers 
of Baal were present. Then the ceremony proceeded. 
Meanwhile, outside, j ehu's men prepared, and at his 
signal they went into action. "Strike them down! Do 
not let a single one go out," he commanded. Every 
worshiper of Baal was destroyed. The house of Baal was 
pulled down. "Thus Jehu annihilated Baal out of isra­
eL" Jehonadab was at Jehu's side to witness those 
events. (2 Kings 10:18-28) How do you personally 
react to what took place? While none of us delight in 
the death of others, even of wicked persons, do we 

4, 5. (a) By what means did Jehu make the Baal worshipers 
identify themselves? (b) What action did Jehu then take, and 
where was Jehonadab? (c) How do you react to that destruction 
of Baal worshipers? 
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appreciate why it was necessary and why it is recorded 
in the Bible for us to read today?-Compare Ezekiel 
nIl. 

6 T he account is not authorizing us to destroy either 
buildings that belong to religious groups or people 
devoted to false worship. Jehovah bas appointed, not 
his modern-day witnesses, but the glorified Jesus Christ, 
as the Greater Jehu, to execute His righteous judgments. 
By permitting the combined politica l powers to express 
their own hatred for Babylon the Great , the heavenly 
King will bring about the annihilation of the world 
empire of fa lse religion. (Reve lation 6:2; 17:16; 
J 9: I , 2) When on earth, Jesus refused to perform even 
one act of worship that would honor the Devil. He 
denounced the setting aside of Jehovah's Word for 
human tradition and the using of worship of God for 
commercial gain. He tolerated no rivalry toward Jeho­
vah.-Luke 4:5-8; Matthew 15:3-9; 21:12,13. 

1 Why, then, does Christ, now ruling in the midst of 
his enemies, permit modern Baalism seemingly to pros­
per? Why does he allow people apparently to get away 
with honoring the god of this system of things by 
shoving aside Jehovah's requirements? Why does he 
tolerate their acting as if God had no objection to their 
sexual immorality, their glorifying a materialistic way 
of life, their indulging in spiritistic practices while 
professing to be Christians, and their teaching Babylon­
ish doctrines as if these were the word of God? The 
ancient drama shows that this is to put people to the 
test, to Jet them show outwardly whom they worship, 

6. (a) How will Babylon the Great be destroyed? (b) When on 
earth, how did Jesus show that he tolerated no rivalry IOw~rd 
Jehovah? 
7. (a) What are some of the modern-day evidences of Baa!ism? 
(b) Why has Christ as King tolerated these things? 
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and thus whether they deserve preservat ion or execu­
tion. 

a What COUfse have you chosen? Have you aban­
doned all practices that might identify you as a p racticer 
of modern Baalism? Have you separated you rself from 
the world and taken your stand as a true worshiper of 
Jehovah?-2 Corinthians 6: 17. 

9 Jehonadab, as a non-Israel ite worshiper of Jehovah, 
foreshadowed the "other sheep" who are now being 
gathered with the hope of eternal life on earth . 00 you 
reflect Jehonadab's spirit ? Are you willing to identify 
yourself publicly with the Greater Jehu and with his 
anointed followers on earth who are proclaiming the 
approaching "day of vengeance on the part of OUf 

God"? Are you sharing with them in that urgent work? 
( Isaiah 61:1 , 2; Luke 9:26; Zechariah 8:23) Do you 
give Jehovah your exclusive devotion, allowing nothing 
to infringe on the place that he should hold in your 
heart? (Matthew 6:24; 1 John 2:15-17) Does your life 
demonstrate that your relationship with him is your 
most precious possession, that everything else is built 
around it ?-Psalm 37:4; Proverbs 3: 1-6. 

DO YOU HAVE THE MARK? 
10 It would be a serious mistake to concJude that if a 

person tries to lead a "good" life and if he shuns 
religions that are doing things clearly condemned in 
God's Word, nothing more is required of him. All who 
hope to survi ve into the "new earth" must also be 

8. What serious questions do we need to ask ourselves? 
9. (a) If we truly are like Jchonadab, what will we be doing? 
(b) How do the cited scriptures emphasize the importance of 
thest things? 
10. How does the Bible show that only worshipers of Jehovah 
will survive? 
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unmistakably identified as worshipers of Jehovah . (Rev­
elat ion 14:6, 7; Psal m 37:34; Joel 2:32) This message 
is conveyed in a vision given to the prophet Ezekiel 
before Jerusa lem was destroyed in 607 B.C.E. 

I I Ezekiel hea rd Jehovah summon those appointed to 
bring unfaithful Jerusalem and its inhabitants to ruin. 
He saw six men armed with wea pons for smashing, and 
there was also one man clothed in linen, with a secre­
tary's inkhorn at his hips . First to this linen-cl:ld man 
Jehovah said: "Pass throug h the midst of the city, 
through the midst of Jerusa lem, and you must put a 
mark on the foreheads of the men that are sighing and 
groaning over all the detestable things that are being 
done in the midst of it." Then to the six others he said: 
"Pass throug h the city after him and strike . Let not 
your eye feel sorry, and do not feel any compassion. 
Old man, young man and virgin and little child and 
women you should ki ll olf-to a ru ination. But to any 
man upon whom there is the mark do not go near, and 
from my sanctuary you should stan. " Ezekiel saw in 
vision the destruction that followed-so extensive that 
it seemed that all Israel still in the land was being 
broug ht to ruin. (Ezekiel 9: I-I I ) What was the key to 
survival? It was the mark placed on one's forehead by 
the man with the secretary's inkhorn . 

12 Only persons "sighing and groaning over all the 
detestable thi ngs" being done in Jerusalem were marked 
for survival. What were those "detestable things"? Five 
are listed: ( I ) A "symbol of jealousy" at the entrance 
to the inner coun of Jehovah's temple. Whatever form 

II. (a) Describe the vision recorded at Ezekiel 9: 1-11. 
(b) What was the key to survival? 
12. (a) What were the detestable things over which the marked 

. ones were "sighing and groaning"? (b) Why would Jehovah be 
disgusted with such things? 
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it took, this object was being given devotion that the 
Israelites owed to Jehovah. (1 Kings 14:22-24) (2) Wall 
carvings of creeping things and of beasts, before which 
incense was being offered fight in the temple enclosure. 
(3) Women weeping over the death of the god Ta m­
muz, which was another name for Nimrod, that rebel 
agai nst Jehovah. (Genesis 10:9) (4) Men displaying 
outrageous disrespect by turning their backs to Jeho­
vah 's temple and bowing to the sun . ( Deuteronomy 
4: 15-19) (5) As a fina l indignity, people filling the land 
with violence as well as holding out a "shoot, " possibly 
a sex symbol, to Jehovah's nose. Can you appreciate 
why Jehovah wa s disgusted with them ?-Ezekiel 
U-17. 

13 How do you personally react to the modern-day 
practices of Christendom that are comparable to these 
"detestable things"? (1) In many of her churches are 
images before which people bow in worship, although 
the Bible warns aga inst doing so. (1 Corinthians 10:14; 
compare 2 Kings 17:40,4 1.) (2) She goes along with 
the t rend to put the evolution of man from animals in 
the place of creation by God; also she shares in display­
ing fervent devotion before representations of animals 
and birds used as national symbols. (3) In her worship 
she features the cross, which from antiquity was a 
rel igious symbol of Tammuz, and she joins in ceremo­
nies to mourn those who have died in blood-spilling 
wars that reflect the spi rit of Nimrod. (BUI see John 
17:16, 17.) ( 4 ) She turns her back on what God says 
through his Word and, instead, chooses the "enlighten­
ment" offered by modern science and human philoso­
phy. (1 Timothy 6:20, 21; compare Jeremiah 2: 13.) 

13. (a) Taking One at a lime, comment on the modern-day 
pr:lctices that are comparable 10 those "detes table things." 
(b ) How do you feel ~bout these practices? 



Do you really 
have the mark 

needed for survival? 
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(5) As if that were not enough, she endorses revolution 
in ce:tain places and she takes an indulgent view of 
sexua l immorality, while professing to speak in the 
name of God. (2 Peter 2:1 , 2) Some people view these 
trends as liberal. They may not agree with all of them, 
but they may share in others or at least condone them. 
How do you feel about such God-dishonoring practices 
that turn people away from mankind's Creator? 

14 Many people are disillusioned with the churches 
and no longer attend. They may also be greatly dis­
turbed about the violence and dishonesty in the world . 
But that does not necessarily mean that they are marked 
for survival. They must be marked by the 'man with 
the secretary's inkhorn. ' T he facts show that "the 
faithful and discreet slave" class is doing that marking 
work today.-Matthew 24:45-47. 

IS All who want to be marked as having God's ap­
proval must accept the instruction that Jehovah is 
providing through that "slave" class and become true 
worshipers of Jehovah. They must not be persons who 
honor Jehovah with their mouths but who really love 
the world's ways. (Isaiah 29:13,14; 1 John 2:15) They I 
must love Jehovah and his standards and feel grieved at 
heart, "sigh ing and groaning," over teachings and prac-
tices that dishonor him. No one will put a literal ink 
mark on their forehead. But when they have the sym­
bolic mark it will be obvious to all that, as dedicated, 
baptized Christ ians, they have put on the "new person­
ali ty" described at Ephesians 4:24. They have a living 
faith. Publicly and privately they endeavor to do what 
will honor Jehovah. Not only persons who have come 

14. Why does Ihe fact that a person is disillusioned with the 
churches not necessarily mean Ihat he will be a survivor? 
15. (a) What is the mark? (b) How does a person get it? 
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out of Christendom but all. regardless of background. 
who hope to survive into the "new earth" as associates 
of the anointed class must have this mark . 

16 Particularly significant is the fact that Jehovah's 
executioners were told that age, sex, si ngleness or mar­
riage relationship was no reason to spare an offender 
against Jehovah. A married person must individually 
have his or her mark in order to be spared. If parents 
resist having their children marked or if they fail to 
bring them up as servants of Jehovah, they must bear 
the responsibility for what happens to those children . 
Although obedient children of godly parents are viewed 
as "holy" by Jehovah, rebellious ones are not. ( 1 Co­
rinthians 7: 14; Psalm lO2:28; Proverbs 20 :11; 30:17) 
If children are old enough to become baptized Chris­
tians but do not want to live up to the requirements. 
whether they are baptized or not, their age will not 
result in their being spared. How vital, then, for each 
individual of responsible age to be clearly marked as a 
person dedicated to God and doing his will ! 

17 Jehovah has shown great compassion fo r mankind 
by sending his witnesses to warn them of impending 
destruction and to point the way to safety. But he well 
knows the record of fa lse religion and the rotten fruit­
age that it has produced. When Babylon the Great is 
destroyed, no compassion wi ll be shown for any who 
insist on clinging to it. To survive the coming execu­
tion of divine judgment, we must walk in the footsteps 
of Jesus Christ as true worsh ipers of Jehovah, the 
Creator of heaven and earth. 

16. Why is this vision particularly imporlanl for children and 
their parents? 
17. What have we learned here as to Jehovah's compassion? 
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A Time of Re-Creation 

S URVIVAL through the end of the present corrupt 
world is a grand prospect. We long to get away from 
the injustices, the greed and the violence of this world. 
But something else makes it even more desirable that 
we survive. What is it? The fact that all who become 
part of the "new earth" will also have opportun ity 10 

be liberated from their own imperfections, from sick­
ness and a life of pain, yes, even from death. (Revela­
t ion 21:1-5) For this to take place, however, sin itself 
must be completely rooted out. How is t hat possible? 
It is associated with what Jesus C hrist described as "the 
re-creation. n 

1 To his apostles, Jesus said: "In the re-creation, 
when the Son of man sits down upon his glorious 
throne, you who have followed me will also yourselves 
sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel. " (Matthew 19:28) The re-creation will be a time 
of "regeneration," a lime "when ;all is m;ade new," as 
other Bible translat ions express it. (The Emphasised 
Bible, by Rotherham; ThrjeTUsalem Bible) By me;ans of 
this re-creation. it will be possible for humans to enjoy 
again the perfection that mankind had at the start . 

1 Because of sin inherited from Adam. all of his 
offspring have had to die, and many have suffered 

t. (a) What marvelous opportunit y will await survivors into 
the "new earth"? (b) But what will that require? 
2. What is "the re-creation" referred to at Matthew !9:28? 
3. (a) What has resul ted from the sin of Adam? (b) Why have 
none of Adam's offspring been able 10 free themselves of the 
effects of inherited sin? 
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grievous sickness lead ing to death. (Romans 5: 12) No 
exemption from deat h could be bought with money. 
No works of which an imperfect hum:l n was capable 
could ea rn a release for himself or anyone else. Divine 
justice required that if manki nd was to rega in the 
opportunity to en joy eternal li fe, a sacri fice must be 
offered equal in value to what Ad,Lnl lost, mlmeiy, 
perfect human life. None of Adam's offspring had such 
a life to offer. - Psa lm 49:7·9; Ecclesiastes 7:20. 

4 Mercifully, Jehovah himself I1mle the needed pro· 
vision by sending his only-begotten Son, Jesus, to e,lftb 
as a perfect human to lay dowil hi s life J S ";I corre­
sponding ransom." ( 1 Timothy 2:5, 6) What a mag­
nificent demonstration of undeserved ki ndness and of 
God's love fo r humankind! The life that is possible as 
a resuit is not something that we ca n earn like wages 
but is a gift from God. However, it is given only to 
those who genuinely recognize their need of this divine 
provision, exercise faith in it and demonst rate that 
faith by obedience to God's Son. (Romans 6:23; John 
3: 16, 36) But when were benefi ts of that sacrifice to be 
experienced by mank ind? 

BENEFITS NOW FROM CHRIST'S SACRIFICE 
S Benefits began to affect human lives immediately 

after Jesus Christ (in the role of God's great H igh 
Priest) presented the value of his sacrifice before God 
in heaven. First, sta rt ing at Pentecost of 33 C.E., these 
benefit s began to be experienced by those who, called 
to be heirs with Christ, would serve as kings and priests 

4. (a) How was the ne<'ded ransom provided? (b) How can we 
benefit from it? 
5. (a) Who were first 10 benefit frolll Christ 's sacrifice? 
(b) What other group has benefiled, and particularly since 
when? 
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with him in heaven. (Acts 2:32, 33; Colossians 1: 
13, 14) Then, outstandingly in 1935, persons who 
embraced the hope of eternal life on earth began to j 
manifest themselves. Their hope, toO, was made possi~ , 
ble by C hrist's sacrifice. (1 John 2: I, 2) This progres-
sive applica tion of the value of that sacrifice was indi­
cated by events that took place on ancient Israel's 
Atonemen t Day. 

,; Officiating at Israel's sacred tabernacle, and later at 
the temple, was a high priest who was a member of the 
Levite house of Aaron . Other males of Aaron's house 
were underpriests, and the rest of the males of the tribe 
of Levi served as assistants. To provide a covering for 
sins, the high priest sacrificed two animals, the blood 
of each of which was presented separately in the Most 
Holy, as prescribed by Jehovah. First was a young bull 
offered up by the Aaron ic high priest fo r "himself and 
his house," wh ich included the enti re tribe of Levi. 
( Leviticus 16:11, 14) Next was the goat that was 
presented as a sin offering "for the people,» the other 
twelve tribes . ( Lev iticus 16: 15) Additionally, the si ns 
of all Israel were confessed over the head of a live goat, 
and it was led away into the wilderness . (Leviticus 
16:21,22) What did all of this mean? 

7 The apostle Paul explains that its fulfillment centers 
on the one sacrifice of Jesus Christ. "Christ entered, 
not into a holy place made with hands, which is a copy 
of the real ity, but into heaven itself, now to appear 
before the person of God for us .. to put Sill away 
through the sacrifice of himself." (Hebrews 9:24-26) 
Then why was the blood of more than onc animal 

6. Briefly outline what took place on Atonement Day. 
7. (3) What one sacrifice was there foreshadowed? (b) Why 
waS more than one sacrificial anima l used? 
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taken into the Most Holy on Israel's Atonement Day? 
This was to draw attention to different aspects of what 
jesus' perfect human sacrifice accomplishes. And one 
more aspect was highlighted by the confessing of the 
sins of the nation over the head of:l live goat and then 
leading it away into the wilderness. 

! Even as blood from the bull offered for the house 
of Aaron was taken first into the Most Holy, so the 
benefits of jesus' sacrifice were applied first on behalf 
of those who would be associated with Christ in the 
heavenly priesthood. This was done from 33 C.E. 
onward. jesus Christ had no sins for which atonement 
must be made, as did Aaron, but those who would be 
underpriests with Christ did . These were pictured by 
the tribe of Levi. (I Peter 2:4,5) Presentation of blood 
from a second sacrifice, the goat of the sin offering 
"for the people," indicated that others of mankind 
would benefit from jesus' sacrifice after the heavenly 
class . These wou ld be persons who would gain life in 
the restored Paradise on earth . They were pictured by 
"the twelve [nonpriestly] tribes of Israel" on Atone­
ment Day. (Matthew 19:28; Psalm 37:29) Not only 
did jesus die on behalf of all of these, but he actually 
carries away the sins of those for whom he died sacrifi­
cia lly, bringing relief to them. Th is was indicated by 
the fact that, finally, after the sins of Israel were 
confessed over a live goat, it was led away into the 
wilderness, never to be seen again .-Psalm 103: 12; 
Isaiah 53:4-6. 

8. (a) How did Atonement Day procedures indicate who would 
benefit first from Christ's sacrifice? (b) What application of 
Jesus' sacrifice was indicated by the sin offering Kfor the 
people'? (c) What further fact was illustrated by the leading 
.tway of a goat into the wilderness? 
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9 For all who exercise faith in Jehovah '5 loving pro­
vision through Christ, true forgiveness of sins, a clean 
standing before God, is possible now regardless of their 
former way of life. They can enjoy the priceless bless­
ing of rendering sac red service to God with a clean 
conscience. (1 Corinthians 6;9-11; Hebrews 9:13,14) 
But this does not mean that they are at present granted 
life free from all effects of sin. (1 John 1 :8-10; Romans 
7:21-25) For those who are to rule in heaven with 
Christ. such a life will be realized only when they have 
finished theif earthly course and are raised to immortal­
ity in the heavens. For others of mankind, complete 
relief from sin wi ll be made possible by means of the 
fe -creation . 

" IN THE RE-CREATION" 
III As Jesus said, the re-creation is "when the Son of 

man [Jesus Christ I sits down upon his glorious 
throne. n (Matthew 19:28) Of course, not everything 
took place immediately when he was enthroned . After 
Jesus' enthronement in 1914 C.E., he firs t cleansed the 
heavens, ousting Satan and his demons. Then he pro­
ceeded to resurrect his anointed fo llowers to heavenly 
glory. (Revelation 12 :5, 7-12; I T hessa lonians 4: 
15-17) Not only were the faithfu l apostles of Christ 
given the "twelve thrones" promised to them, but 
progressively all the others of the 144,000 are en­
throned in heaven on their resurrection from the dead. 
- Revelation 3:21. 

11 As the selecting of persons to ma ke up the heaven-

9. (a) What blessings do those who exercise faith in Christ's 
sacrifice enjoy now? (b) What further benefits will come later? 
10. (a) When did the re·creation begin? (b) Have any yet been 
given thrones in fulfillment of Jesus' promise? 
11. In what way are the ~other sheepft already feeling the effects 
of the fe-creation? 
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Iy class drew to its close, the gathering of the great 
crowd of "other sheep" began, especialJy from 1935 
onward. These, too, began to enjoy benefits from 
Christ's sacrifice, 'washing tbeir robes and making 
them white in the blood of the Lamb.' They are being 
helped to "put on the new personality which was 
created according to God's will in true righteousness 
and loyalty." (Revelation 7:9, 10, 14; Ephesians 4: 
20-24) in ever-growing numbers they are benefiting 
from God's provisions through Christ that can lead to 
their living forever in the restored Paradise.-Revela­
rion 7:17; 22:17. 

12 Soon, now, the wicked world will be destroyed. 
Satan and his demons will be abyssed. The millennial 
Judgment Day for mankind will begin . Jesus Christ will 
be t he Presiding Judge, and he will see that all are given 
fu ll opportunity and ample help so that they can learn 
Jehovah's righteous ways and comply with them. 
Those anointed followers of Christ who proved them­
selves integrity keepers till death wiIJ share with him in 
the work, 'judging the twelve tribes of Israel.' (Luke 
22:28-30; Revelation 20:4, 6) This does not mean that 
they will judge only the natural offspring of Israel. 
Rather, they will judge all who were foreshadowed by 
"the twelve [nonpriestly[ tribes of Israel" on Atone­
ment Day. This includes the entire world of redeemed 
mankind. (I Corintbians 6:2) Survivors of the great 
tribulation will be the first to benefit from this pro­
gra m to uplift mankind. But billions more will also 
share, because those to be judged include "t he living 
and the dead." (2 Timothy 4: 1; Acts 24:15) How 

12. (<\) Who were represented by "the twelve tribes of isT;)el" 
10 which Jesus here referred? (b) Who besides survivors will 
benefit from the re-crealion? 
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thrilling it will be when the dead who are covered by 
the ransom sacrifice of Christ return! What tears of joy 
as loved ones are reunited! 

11 This will be the time when, at long last, mankind 
is relieved of the physical and mental disabilities pro­
duced by sin. When on earth, Jesus instantly healed 
persons who were para lytics, those who were blind or 
deaf or who cou ld not speak, and persons whose fl esh 
was disfigured or whose strength had been sapped by 
disease. Those powerful works were just a foretaste of 
what he will do for all mankind during his Millennia] 
Reign. With good reason, any who witness or experi­
ence such marvelous evidence of Jehovah's kindness 
and who then spurn his sovereignty will be destroyed 
forever. But by means of education in Jehovah's righ­
teous ways, the thinking and motivations of those who 
demonstrate sincere faith and obedience will gradually 
improve until they attain to full perfection. Such lov­
ers of Jehovah will truly have experienced a regenera­
tion, a re-creation. It will be as if they were given a new 
start in life with a new father, the Eternal Father, Jesus 
Christ.-Isaiah 26:9; 9:6. 

14 Then , after passing a fina l test at the end of the 
thousand years, they will be adopted by Jehovah God 
through Christ as God's own sons, as part of His 
perfect universal family. What an encouraging pros­
pect this is-not only for survivors of the great tribu­
lation bu t also for all the dead who are brought forth 
to share in the joy of life in a Paradise earth!-Romans 
s,zO,2 1. 

13. How will the effects of the millennial Judgment Day truly 
b( a fe-creation? 
14. What precious relationship will all who pass the final test 
be privileged to enjoy? 
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How "New Heavens and 

a New Earth" Begin 
MENTION of the heavens makes many persons 
think of outer space, the moon and the stars. The Bible 
also associates "heaven" with rulership. (Acts 7:49) At 
times it uses the expression "the heavens" to refer to 
God himself as Universal Sovereign . (Daniel 4:26; Mat­
thew 4: 17) Even governments of men are referred to as 
"'heavens, " because these hold a position above their 
subjects. (2 Peter 3:7) Similarly, "earth" often means 
the globe, but it can also refer to human society. (Gen­
esis 11: 1; Psalm 96: I) An awareness of this can help 
you to appreciate the signi fica nce of the fascinating 
promises regarding "new heavens and a new earth ." 
Some of these promises had an initial fulfillment in the 
days of ancient Israel. 

'BE JOYFUL IN WHAT I AM CREATING' 
2 The nation of Israel was in a covenant with God, 

having solemnly agreed to obey him. But they became 
disloyal. Because of this, Jehovah made it known that 
he would withdraw his protection, allow Jerusalem to 
be des troyed and the people to be taken into exile in 
Babylon. ( Isaiah 1:2-4; 39:5-7) But he also mercifully 
foretold the restoration of a repentant remnant .- Isaiah 
43,14, 15; 48,20. 

3 Because of the certainty of this, Jehovah spoke of 

1. (a) In the Bible, what is often referred to as "heavens"? 
(b) In some passages, what is the meaning of "earth"? 
2. Why did Jehovah allow Israel to be taken into exile, but what 
did he foretell? 
3. What did the promise at Isaiah 65:17 mean? 
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that future restoration as if it were already taking place, 
saying: "H ere I am creating new heavens and a new 
earth; and the former things will not be called to mind, 
neither will they come up into the heart. But exu lt, you 
people, and be joyful forever in what I am crea ting. For 
here I am creating Jerusalem a cause for joyfulness and 
her people a cause for exultation." ( Isaiah 65: 17, 18) 
This would mean deliverance for those repentant Isra­
elites. 

4 Impossible though such a thing had seemed from a 
human standpoint, powerful Babylon fe ll to the Medes 
and Persians in 539 S.C.E. The Jews came' unde r a new 
government, "new heavens ." Cyrus the Great filled a 
prominent role in that "new heavens." Though Cyrus 
did not become a Jewish proselyte, he acknowledged 
that Jehovah permitted him to have the authority he 
exercised and that Jehovah had commissioned him to 
get the temple in Jerusalem rebuilt. (2 Chronicles 
36:23; see Isaia h 44:28.) Back in Jerusalem in 
537 S.C.E., Governor Zerubbabel and High Priest Jesh­
ua also served prominentl y in that governmental "new 
heavens," and the restored Jewish remnant made up "a 
new earth,» a cleansed society that reestablished pure 
worshi p in the l and.~Ezra 5:1, 2. 

5 As evidence that in both mind and heart they were 
a changed people, they needed to put the interests of 
pure worship first in their lives, truly res pect Jehovah 's 
sovereignty and listen to his prophets . Consistent with 
this, among the first th ings they did when they reached 

4. (a) When did (he foretold deliverance come? (b) What were 
(he "new heavens" and the "new earth" back then? 
5, 6. (a) What would give evidence that (hey truly were a 
changed people? (b) When Jehovah reproved (hem, how was 
their response different from that before the exile? 
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Judah was to "build the ahar of the God of Israel" and 
to offer sacrifices.-Ezra 3:1·6. 

6 When materialist ic tendencies and fear of man hin­
dered the completion of the temple building, Jehovah 
reproved the people by means of his prophets, and they 
took heed. (Haggai 1:2, 7, 8, 12; 2:4, 5) Later, when 
serious failure to conform to the Law requirements 
regarding marriage was pointed out, the people correct­
ed their ways. (Ezra 10:10-12) Instead of having eyes 
that, figura tively, did nor see and ears that were deaf to 
God's word, they experienced spiritual healing and used 
their faculties in harmony with Jehovah 's will. (Com­
pare Isaiah 6:9, 10 with 35:5, 6.) As a result, God 
prospered them in harmony with the promises found at 
Isaiah 65:20-25. 

7 But was that all there was to the fulfillment of the 
prophecy regarding "new heavens and a new earth"? 
Certainly not. The Christian apostle Peter stated that 
first-century Christians were eagerly anticipating a fur­
ther fulfillment. (2 Peter 3:13) What they were await­
ing is now unfolding before our eyes. In what way? In 
connection with events that involve the enthronement 
of the Greater Cyrus, the glorified Jesus Christ. 

a As we have already seen, it was in 1914 that Jehovah 
God conferred upon his Son authority to begin ruJing 
in the midst of his enemies . The long-awaited "new 
heavens" then came into existence. What occurred was 
far more magnificent than the events associated with 
the deliverance of ancient Israel. ( Psalm 110:2; Daniel 

7. How do we know there was to be a further fulfillment of 
J ~iah's prophecy? 
8. (a) When did Jehovah bring this "new heavens~ into 
existence, and how does this compare with the prophecy's first 
fulfillment? (b) How has the membership of the ~new heavens" 
been progressively enlarged? 
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7: 13, 14) The government brought to birth in 1914 
actually rules from heaven itself, and God has given it 
authority over all the earth. The enlarging of this gov­
ernment occurred later with the resurrection of Christ's 
spirit-anointed followers (who had already died) to be 
kings and priests in heaven with their Lord . As other 
members of that Kingdom class have finished their 
earthly life, they too have been added to the growing 
membership of the "new heavens." (I Thessa lonians 4: 
14-17; Revelation 14:13) By far the great majority of 
Christ's joint heirs are now active in that heavenly 
Kingdom. The spirit-born Christians thus joined with 
Christ make up the New Jermalem, concerning which 
Jehovah said : "Here I am creating Jerusalem a cause for 
joyfulness and her people a cause for exultatlon."-Isa­
iah 65: 18. 

, It is not only in the heavens but also on the earth 
that Jehovah has produced "a cause for exultation." A 
remnant of the Kingdom heirs are st ill on the earthly 
scene. During World War I the clergy of Christendom 
seized upon wartime hysteria to lay false charges against 
these Bible Students and to cause members of their 
Governing Body to be sentenced to long prison terms. 
But in 1919 they were liberated, actually being released 
from captivity instigated by Babylon the Great. With 
Jehovah's spirit backi ng them up, they reorganized as a 
people devoted exclusively to pure worship and the 
interests of God's Kingdom. 

10 Their hopes and expectations, however, were djf-

9. Wh;lt "cause for exultation~ did Jehovah produce right here 
on earth in 1919? 
10. (a) How were the expectations of these spiritual Israelites 
different from those of the repatriated Jews in 5]7 B.C.E.? 
(b) What work did Jehovah give them to do? (e) How has he 
richly blessed them while they are still on earth, and how do the 
cited scriptures describe [he conditions they enjoy? 
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ferent from those of the Jews who returned to their 
homeland in 537 B.C.E. The members of spiritual Israel 
were looking forward to an inheritance "reserved in the 
heavens" for them. ( 1 Peter 1:3·5) But before they 
actuall y received that reward, Jehovah had a work for 
them to do. Concerning this, he prophetically ~id : ") 
shall put my words in your mouth, and with the shad· 
ow of my hand I shall certainly cover you, in o rder to 
plant the heavens and lay the foundation of the earth 
and say to Zion, 'You arc my people.'" (Isaiah 51: 16) 
He put his "words," his message, into the mouth of his 
servants for them to proclaim earth wide. With confi· 
dence they began to make known that God has planted 
the "new heavens" so firmly that neither men nor 
demons can uproot them. The way in which Jehovah 
has dealt wit h the representatives of heavenly Zion has 
clearly identified them as his people. In contrast with 
the spiritually aud morally desolate cond it ion of the 
world, the "land" occupied by spiritua l Israel, their field 
of activity, has become a place where spiritual values 
and activities thrive. It is a spiritual paradise! (Isaiah 32: 
1·4; 35:1·7; 65:13, 14; Psalm 85:1, 8·13) But what 
about the "new earth" foreto ld at Isaiah 65:l7? 

PREPARATION FOR THE "NEW EARTH" 
II Beginning especially in 1935, Jehovah caused the 

members of spiritual Israel to see that the time had 
come for the gathering of a great crowd of persons with 
expectation of eternal life on a Paradise earth. Com· 
pared with the "little flock" of Kingdom heirs, they 
have indeed become a great crowd. (Revelation 7:9, 10) 
These, too, have been brought into the spiritual para· 

! I. (a) Especially since when has Jehovah been preparing 
prospective members of the ~new earth H ? (b) By what people 
that left ancient &lbylon were they foreshadowed? 
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disc . They were foreshadowed by the non- Israelites who 
left Babylon with the Jews in 537 S .C.E. as well as 
those who did so later. (Ezra 2:58, 64, 65; 8:17, 20) 
All this great crowd of modern-day witnesses of Jeho­
vah with earth ly hope5 are prospective members of the 
"new earth." 

12 Those who survive the great tribu lation and have 
before them the prospect of perfect human life will 
acwally constitute the foundation of that "new earth, n 

being the first members of it. It is important that the 
foundation be sound. So, right now they are being 
instructed thoroug hly in Jehovah's ways. They are be­
ing helped to gain heartfelt appreciat ion of the issue of 
universal sovereignty. They are learning how vital it is 
to 'trust in Jehovah with all their heart and not to lean 
on their own understanding.' (Proverbs 3:5, 6) They 
have opportun ity to prove themselves zealous and loyal 
supporters of God's Kingdom by sharing to the full in 
preaching "this good news of the kingdom" now. (Mat­
thew 24 : 14) They are experiencing what it means to be 
part of a global society in which people out of all 
nations and languages and races work together in loving 
brotherhood. (John 13:35; Acts 10:34, 35) Are you 
personally applying yourself so as to benefit fu ll y from 
this program of education? For all who do so, marvel­
ous prospects tie ahead. 

THE "NEW EARTH " BECOMES A REALITY 
IJ The final, complete fulfillment of Jehovah's prom­

ise to bring into existence "a new earth" will be far 

12. How are people being 'prepared now so thaI they can be a 
suitable foundation of the new earth"? 
13. How will Ihe coming ~new earth~ be a far leander 
fulfillment of Jehovah's promise than what took p ace in 
537 B.C.E.? 
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grander than wha t took place back in 537 B.C.E. Not 
on ly will those who make up the "new earlh " be people 
who were liberated from Babylon the Great, but that 
entire world em pire of false religion will have been 
destroyed forever. (Revelation 18:21) This righteous 
huma n society-the "new earth"-will not be sur­
rounded by nations that reproach Jehovah and perse­
cute his serva nts, as was t rue in the first fu lfillment of 
Isaiah's prophecy. All human governments, because of 
their .refusal to subm it to Jehovah 's sovereignty, will 
have been crushed out of existence, and the present 
wicked human society will have been completely cut off 
from the earth. ( Daniel 2:44; Proverbs 2:21 . 22) As 
God's righteous New Order begins. the only people 
who will inhabit planet Earth will be those who honor 
Jehovah. finding exquisite delight in his ways.-Psalm 
3704,9. 

H It is to that glorious t ime that the aposde Peter 
directed atten tion in his second inspired letter. (2 Peter 
3:13) Pointing to the same excit ing prospect, the apos­
tle Joh n reponed details of the revelation given to him, 
saying: " ' saw a new heaven and a new earth ; fo r the 
former heave n and the former earth had passed away, 
and the sea is no more." ( Revelation 2 1: I) When the 
great t ribulation has passed and Satan and his demons 
have been abyssed, a new epoch will beg in . The vile 
influence of Satan and his demons will be gone. His 
entire system of things will have been destroyed . The 
"new heaven" will then carry out Jehovah's loving 
purpose for his creatures without any interference from 
governments that ignore Jehovah's sovereignty. Under 

14. (a ) When will 2 Peter 3: 13 and Revelation 2 1:1 be 
fulfilled? (b) What will be different abou t the circumSlances in 
which the "new heaven" then fu nctions? (c) Who will be 
included in the "new earth H ? 



112 SURVIVAL INTO A NEW EARTH 

that "new heaven" will be a truly "new earth ," made 
up of the "great crowd" to whom God extends the 
precious prospect of endless life in a global Paradise of 
beauty, plenty, happiness and peace. When God's ap­
pointed time comes for the human dead to be raised, 
these too will have the opportunity to become part of 
that "new earth" in which righteousness will dwell. 
-Revelation 20 : 12, 13. 

IS Concerning what God has in store for mankind 
then, the apostle John heard this announcement from 
heaven: "Look! The tent of God is with mankind, and 
he will reside with them, and they will be his peoples. 
And God himself will be with them. And he will wipe 
out every tear from their eyes, and death will be no 
more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be 
anymore. The former things have passed away." (Rev­
elation 21:3, 4) How exhilarating life will be! 

16 Conditions that existed in Eden and the miracles 
performed by Jesus provide delightfu l previews of what 
life will be like in that "new earth. " Additionally, fea­
tures of the prophecies at Isaiah 11 :6-9 and 35: 1-7 and 
65:20-25 will find physical ful fi llment then, to the great 
blessing of obedient mankind. How refreshing it will be 
when the vitally necessary conditions of spiritual health 
and prosperity can be enjoyed along with physical and 
mental perfection in an earth that in every way has 
become Paradise! With such a marvelous prospect be­
fore us, how can we do otherwise than raise our voices 
in gratitude to Jehovah, the Grand Creator of it all ! 

15. Why is the promise at Revelation 21:3, 4 important co you? 
16. What expectations as to the future are stirred in our hearts 
by the promises al (a) Isaiah 11 :6-9? (b) luiah 35: 1-7? 
(e) Isaiah 65:20-25? (d) Who makes these delightful prospects 
possible for us? 
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Dividing of People Over 
the Kingdom Issue 

EACH ONE of us is faced with a crucial decision. At 
issue is our attitude toward Jehovah's Messianic King­
dom in the hands of Jesus Christ. Over this issue a 
dividing of people of all nations is taking place. On the 
basis of each person's course of action he is being put 
into one of two groups. Only one of these groups will 
survive the impending world destruction.-Matthew 
ZHO,4 l. 

1 Jehovah has already enthroned his anointed Son, his 
Messiah, in the heavens. At the end of the "appointed 
times of the nations" in 1914. God gave Jesus Christ 
the nations as his inheritance-all the earth as his 
possession. ( Psalm 2:6, 8) The Messianic govern ment, 
wi th Jehovah's anointed King on the throne, is God's 
means for carrying out his own wise and loving purpose 
regarding the earth. Your attitude toward the Kingdom, 
therefore, demonstrates how you feel about Jehovah's 
universal sovereignty. Soon that Messianic Kingdom 
will "crush and put an end" to the entire polit ical 
system now dominating human affairs and will become 
the one government over all the eart h. (Da niel 2:44; 
Revelation 19: 11-21) When it proceeds to transform 
the earth into a Paradise, where will you be? Will you 

1. Why is the division over the Kingdom issue a crucial mailer 
for each one of us? 
2. (a) How is this Messianic Kingdom related to the issue of 
Jehovah's sovereignty? (b) What will the Kingdom soon 
become. and so what shou ld we be seriously thinking about? 

113 
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be among those guided by it to the enjoyment of 
perfection oflife? Jesus stated the basis on which people 
now living could share in such a prospect. 

THE KING AND HIS "BROTHERS" 
3 When telling his apostles about "the conclusion of 

the system of things," Jesus used several parables, or 
illustrations. In the final one he said: "When the Son 
of man arrives in his glory, and all the angels with him, 
then he will sit down on his glorious throne . And all 
the nations will be gathered before him, and he will 
separate people one from another, just as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats. And he will put the 
sheep on his right hand, but the goats on his left. " 
-Matthew 24:3; 25:31-33. 

~ Notice that Jesus here speaks of himself as "the Son 
of man,» as he had already done repeatedly earlier in 
this prophecy. (Matthew 24:27, 30, 37, 39, 44) His use 
of this expression was a remi nder of the prophetic 
vision given to Daniel nearly six centuries earlier, con­
cerning which the prophet wrote: "I kept on beholding 
in the visions of the night, and, see there! with the 
clouds of the heavens someone like a son of man [Jesus 
Christ I happened to be coming; and to the Ancient of 
Days [Jehovah God I he gained access, and they brought 
him up close even before that One. And to him there 
were given rulership and dignity and kingdom, that the 
peoples, national groups and languages should all serve 
even him. His rulership is an indefinitely lasting ruler­
ship that wilJ not pass away, and his kingdom one that 
will not be brought to ruin ." (Daniel 7: 13, 14; He-

3. At Matthew 25:31-33, what did Jesus describe? 
4. (a) How is this parable related to Daniel7:l3, 14? (b) What 
questions might we beneficially ask ourselves? 
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brews 2:5-8) That ruling authority has already been 
given to jesus Christ. Since 1914 he rules from his 
heavenly throne. How have you personally responded 
to his rulership? Does your way of life give evidence of 
proper respect for this One whom God himself has 
made Ruler of all the earth? 

5 Mere words are not enough. It is easy for a person 
to say that he believes in God's Kingdom and that he 
loves Jesus Christ. But in his parable of the sheep and 
the goats jesus showed that, since he would be invisible 
in the heavens, a key factor tha t he would take into 
account in determining the genuineness of a person's 
claims wou ld be his treatment of those who represent 
Christ on earth, his "brothers."-Matthew 25:40, 45, 

6 Who are they? The ones whom God has chosen 
from among mankind to be heirs with Christ of the 
heavenly Kingdom. These number 144,000, of whom 
only a remnant are yet on earth. (Revelation 14:1 , 4) 
Because they have been "born again" by means of the 
operation of God's spirit, they are sons of God, and for 
that reason they are spoken of in the Scriptures as 
"brothers" of jesus Christ. (John 3:3; Hebrews 2: 10, 
11) jesus counts what people do to these "brothers," 
even to "rhe least" of them, as being done to himself. 

7 Where are these "brothers" of Christ in our day? 
Are you going to fi nd them among the churchgoers of 
Christendom? Well, what did jesus say about his true 
fo llowers? "They are no part of the world, just as I am 
no part of the world," (Jolrn 17:16) Can that reaUy be 

S. How does Christ determine the genuineness of one's claim 
of devotion to him as King? 
6. Who are these ~brothersn of Christ? 
7. Why are Christ's "brothers" not members of the chu rches of 
Christendom? 



11 6 SURVIVAL INTO A NEW EARTH 

said of the churches of Christendom and their mem­
bers? In large measure, their atti tudes and conduct 
sim ply mirror those that are common in the part of the 
world where they are found. T he involvement of the 
chu rches in politics is well known. When the United 
Nations Charter was being formu lated in 1945, Protes­
tant, Catholic and Jewish delegations were on hand as 
consultants. In recent years, popes of Rome have lauded 
the United Nations as "the last hope of concord and 
peace" and "the supreme forum of peace and justice." 
The World Council of Churches, with membership of 
some 300 religious groups, has even provided funds 
used to finance political revolutions. Yet, Jesus Christ 
said to the Roman governor Pilate: "My kingdom is no 
part of this world ."-John 18:36. 

8 The facts show that only one group has taken a firm 
stand for the Kingdom, devoting vigorous efFort to 
proclaiming it worldwide, while avoiding involvement 
of any kind in the political affairs of the world. This 
group is Jehovah's Witnesses. Among them are fou nd 
the remaining ones of Christ 's "brothers." In imitation 
of their Lord and of his apostles, they have devoted 
themselves to going from city to city and from house 
to house, telling people the good news of the Kingdom 
of God. (Luke 8:1; Acts 8:12; 19:8; 20:20, 25) In 
1919, at a convention of Jehovah's Witnesses (t hen 
known as International Bible Students) in Cedar Point, 
Ohio, the convent ioners were reminded that their "vo­
cation was and is to announce the incoming glorious 
kingdom of Messiah." At a similar convention in 1922 
this was again emphasized, and they were urged: "Ad-

8. (a) What has helped you 10 iden tify the "brorhers" of 
Christ? (b) How imporlam to them is the work of Kingdom 
preaching? 
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vertise, advertise, advertise, the King and his kingdom." 
Using every means at their disposal, they have contin­
ued to do that worldwide right down to this day. 
(Matthew 24:14) Because of their activ ity, the King­
dom issue has been presented to you. What are you 
doing about it? 

'YOU DID IT TO ONE OF MY BROTHERS' 
9 The spirit-anointed "brothers" of Christ have come 

under severe tests because of boldly preaching God's 
Kingdom, while maintaining se parateness from the 
world . (John 15: 19,21) Some have experienced hun­
ger, thirst and lack of clothing. Many have left their 
homes to serve in areas where they were strangers . 
While performing their ministry, they have undergone 
sickness and imprisonment, even death at the hands of 
persecutors . These experiences of Christ's "brothers" 
have caused people of all nations to be confronted with 
a test. Wou ld love fo r God and Christ cause them to 
come to the aid of these ambassadors of the heavenly 
Kingdom? (Matthew 25:35-40; compare 2 Corinthians 
5:20.) Not primarily humanitarian kindness but help 
rendered because they belong to Christ is counted by 
the King as done to himself personally.-Mark 9:41; 
Matthew 10:42. 

10 Those who render such aid are likened by Jesus to 
sheep. People who fail to give help to his "brothers" 
are referred to in Jesus' parable as goals. The "goa ts" 
may protest that they did not see Jesus Christ. But he 
has sent his serva nts to them, and these have clearly 

9. (a) How are the circumstances described at Matthew 
25;35·40 related to the Kingdom ministry? (b) With what teSt 
luve people everywhere thus been confronted? 
10. (a) Why is the prOlest raised by the "goats~ not valid? 
(b ) By contrast, what posi tion have the "shcep~ taken~ 



118 SURVIVAL INTO A NEW EARTH 

ident ified themselves. All the "goats" may not persecute 
Christ's "brothers," but neither are they moved by love 
for the heavenly King to come tD the aid of his 
representatives. (Matthew 25:41-45) They cling to the 
world of which Satan the Dcvil is the invisible ruler. 
The "sheep" cannot literally see Christ either. But, in 
contrast to the "goats," these prove that they are not 
afraid to identify themselves with Christ's "brothers," 
supporting these proclaimers of God's Kingdom. The 
"sheep" know what they are doing, and they make a 
positive choice in favor of the Kingdom of God by 
means of Jesus Christ. That is why their action has 
merit in the eyes of the King . 

11 How, though, is it possible for people of ali nations 
to be judged on this basis? Did not Jesus say that his 
"brothers," to whom the Father would g ive the heav­
enly Kingdom , would be just a "little flock"? (Luke 
12:32) Many people never personally come in contact 
with one of them. True, but the "brothers" of Christ 
make up the nucleus of the internationaJ organ ization 
of Jehovah's Witnesses. By means of this orga nized 
people, the vital Kingdom issue is being presented to 
people everywhere. All of th is is being directed by 
Christ himself from his heavenly throne and with the 
aid of the angels. In some 200 lands and island groups 
around the globe-even where the preaching of God's 
Kingdom is under government han-the dividing work 
moves irresistibly forward, and a great crowd of persons 
are taking their stand on the side of God's Kingdom. 

12 How do they show this? By working right along 

11. (a) Since many people have never mel one of Christ's 
"brothers," how can they be judged on the basis here described? 
(b) What assures the success of this work? 
12. (a) How do the "sheep" make dear the stand they have 
taken? (b) Why do they do it? 



DIVIDING OF PEOPLE OVER THE KINGDOM ISSUE 119 

with the anointed ones, zealously proclaiming that the 
Kingdom rules and that it will soon bring the worldly 
system to its end. Thus they openly identify themselves 
as having taken thei r stand for Jehovah's Messianic 
Kingdom and they loving ly urge others to do the same. 
Far more than a desire for survival motivates these 
right-hearted persons. They truly love Jehovah and his 
ways. The provision of his Kingdom with Christ as 
King fills their hearts with gratitude, and they want 
others to benefit from it. So they share to the fullest 
extent that they are able in giving the Kingdom witness. 
As Jesus instructed his disciples, they 'seek first the 
kingdom,' not allowing anxiety over material needs to 
push it into second place. In this way they come in line 
for a grand blessing.-Matthew 6:3 1-33. 

WILL YOU "INHERIT THE KINGDOM"? 
11 What is in store for those who prove to be the 

"sheep" of Jesus' parable is marvelous indeed. From his 
heavenly throne, he says to them: "Come, you who 
have been blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the founding of the world." 
( Matt hew 25:34) Ever since "the founding of the 
world," at the time when Adam and Eve first produced 
children who could benefit from God's provision to 
redeem mankind, according to Genesis 3: 15, 16, Jeho­
vah had in mind a reward for these "sheep." (Compare 
Luke 11:50, 51.) Theirs is the opportun ity to enjoy in 
the restored Paradise the perfection of human life that 
Adam lost. Their 'inheriting the kingdom' does not 
mean that they will go to heaven, because the parable 

! 3. (a) Since when has Jehovah had in mind a reward for these 
shecplike ones? (b) What does it mean for them to "inherit the 
kingdom"? 
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shows that the "sheep" are n OI thc:: same as the King's 
"brothers," who are heirs of the heavenly Kingdom. So 
the "sheep" must be earthly subjects of that heavenly 
govern ment. Liddell and Scou's Gruk-ElIglish Lexicon 
sta les that the Greek term bas;lei'a, which is here 
translated "kingdom," can be understood in a passive 
sense, meaning one's "being ruled by a king." It is this 
sense that obviously applies here. 

14 When the "goats" depart in to "everlasting cutting­
off'." into a destruction as complete as if by fi re, the 
"sheep" will be safeguarded by the Messianic King. 
(M3lthew 25:41, 46; compare Revelation 2 1:8.) With­
out any need to d ie, they will be pn~Rrved through the 
grea t t ribulation into the glorious "new earth" that will 
be free from the vile infl uence of Satan and his wicked 
system of things. That blessing will be theirs because 
they are making the right decision on the Ki ngdom 
Issue now. 

15 It would be a serious mistake to reason that, be­
cause the destruction of the "goats" is everlasting, the 
parable could not apply unt il later on, perhaps during 
the Millennial Reign of C hrist. On the contrary, Jesus 
gave this parable as part of the sign of "the conclusion 
of the system of things." (Matthew 24:3) What he 
describes takes place after he is enthroned but also while 
his "brothers" are still in the flesh and ex~riencing the 
hardships that he mentions. We are Ijving in that time, 
and it is fast running out. How vital it is, therefore, not 
only to pu t full confidence in the Kingdom but to help 
o thers to see the importance of doing so now. 

14. How will the judgment pas~d on the Mgoal5" contrast with 
the inheritance of the Msheep"? 
15. (a) How do we know that this parable applies now? (b) So, 
what work is of vital importance? 
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What Will You 
Personally Do? 

THE decision to serve Jehovah is not one that anyone 
e.I~ can make for you. If your marriage mate is a 
faithful ~rvant of God, that can be a priceless blessing. 
Similarly, if your parents love Jehovah, you are in a 
favored position. Such home circumstances may pro­
vide an impetus toward association with those who 
worship Jehovah "with spirit and truth." (John 4: 
23, 24) But in time you must make a personal decision. 
Do you truly love Jehovah and want to be one of his 
servants? Do you really want to Jive in a world where 
righteousness will prevail? 

Z If you are a parent, surely you want you r children 
to enjoy the blessing of eternal life under God's King­
dom. You cannot cont rol what they will do when they 
grow old enough to chan their own course in life. But 
what you personally do about true worship can exercise 
a powerful influence-either for good or for bad. If you 
were to hold back from serving Jehovah, that would 
deprive your offspring of what could well be their best 
opportunity to get starred on the way to eternal life. Or 
if you were to make a dedication to God and then prove 
indifferent about living up to it, this might lead to 
spiritual disaster for the entire family, with the loss of 
everything in the great t ribulation. But jf you set an 

J. What decision must be made on a personal oosis? 
2. (a) Why is the atti tude of a parent toward serving Jehovah 
especially imponant? (b) What are five things that parents can 
do to gi ve thei r children a fine start? 

12 1 
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example of faithfulness, if you personally help you r 
ch ildren to study God's Word, if you cultivate in 
yourself and in them love for Jehovah and respect for 
his visible organization, if you help them to realize how 
they are safeguarded by doing God's will, if you show 
them how to find joy in sacred service, then you are 
giving them an excellent sta rt on the road leading to 
life . On ly with Jehovah's blessing is this possible. 
(Compa.re 2 Timothy 1:5.) Pray for it incessantly. 
Much effort is also requ i.red on your part. But how 
worth while the outcome will be! 

J Perhaps the situation that confronts you is that 
other members of your fami ly do not share your love 
for Jehovah. Do they try to discourage you from 
"getting involved"? Or is there outright opposition? 
What could you do to help them to share your joy in 
understanding God's purpose? Oftentimes obstacles can 
be overcome by inviting family members to go with 
you to the Kingdom Hall to see for themselves what 
takes place there. While there, they might speak with 
one of the elders to clear up questions they have as to 
the beliefs and practices of Jehovah 's Witnesses. But 
what if opposition continues? Then you need to ask 
yourself: 'Do I really love Jehovah and his Son Jesus 
Christ and am I suffic iently grateful for all the things 
that they have done for us so that I am willing to put 
up with some hardship in order to show my love and 
gratitude? Do I love my own famtly enough to set a 
right example so that, if possible, they too might be 
helped to take hold of God's provisions for etemal life?' 
-Matthew 10:36-38; I Corinthians 7: 12,13,16. 

3. (a) If you encounter opposition from family members, what 
might be done? (b) BUI what if the opposition continues? 
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THE SIGNAL TO WHICH NATIONS 
ARE TURNING 

4 The opportunity is now being extended to people 
everywhere to demonstrate their love for Jehovah by 
aligning themselves with his Messianic Kingdom. That 
government is the means by which Jehovah's name will 
be vindicated. Our att itude toward the Kingdom gives 
evidence of how we feel about Jehovah himself. 

S Jehovah inspired the prophet Isaiah to write: "And 
it must occur in that day that there will be the root of 
Jesse that will be standing up as a signal for the peoples. 
To him even the nations will turn inquiringly, and his 
resting-place must become glorious." (Isaiah 11: 10 ) 
That "root of Jesse" is the glorified Lord Jesus Christ. 
When he began to exercise kingly authority, as a 
life-giving "root" he gave new vital ity to the line of 
Messianic kings that came from Jesse through his SOil 

King David. (Revelation 5:5; 22:16) Since 191 4 he has 
been "standing up as a signal for the peoples," a raUying 
point for people who long for righteous government. 
Jehovah himself bas raised him up as that Signal, the 
true Messianic King.-Isaiah 11:12. 

6 But how could humans here on earth gather around 
a heavenly King? They need to be given information 
from the Bible so that they can see him with eyes of 
unde rstanding. Under the direction of holy spirit, the 
remnant of spiritual Israel has been vigorously carrying 
out this activity, proclaiming earth wide the good news 
of the established Messianic Kingdom of God. Individ-

4. How can we show that we truly love Jehovah? 
5. (a) At Isaiah 11:10, what was foretold for our day? 
(b) What does it mean? 
6. (a) What has enabled humans to gather around a heavenly 
King? (b) As a result of 'turning inquiringly' to the "signal," 
what have people learned? 
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uals out of all nations have listened apprecia tively. They 
have inquired about the divine requirements for them 
to be subjects of the Kingdom, enjoying an eternity of 
life on a Paradise earth. Satisfied with the answers 
provided from the Bible, they have acted in harmony 
with these and have taken their stand on the side of 
Jehovah's Messianic Kingdom. Have you done that? 

'THEY WILL HEAR BUT NOT DO' 
7 Because of the zealous activity of Jehovah's Wit­

nesses, they arc a frequent topic for discussion among 
people. But how do these people feel about the message 
that Jehovah's W itnesses proclaim? The reaction of 
many is like that of the prophet Ezekiel's fellow ex.iles 
in Babylon. Concerning them, Jehovah said: "As for 
you, 0 son of man, the sons of you r people are 
speaking with one another. . saying, 'Come, please, 
and hear what the word is that is going forth from 
Jehovah.' And they will come in to you, like the 
coming in of my people, and sit before you as my 
people; and they will certainly hear your words but 
these they will not do, for with their mouth they are 
expressing lustful desires and after their unjust gain is 
where their heart is going . And, look! you are to them 
like a song of sensuous loves, like one with a pretty 
voice and playing a stringed instrument well. And they 
will certainly hear your words, but there are none doing 
them. And when it comes true-look! it must come 
true-they will also have to know that a prophet had 
proved to be in the midst of them. "-Ezekiel 33:30-33 . 

8 There are many people who admire Jehovah's Wit­
nesses and who like their Bible li terature. They may 

7. Whal reaction to Ihe Bible's message was foretold al Ezekiel 
33:30-33? 
8. How do some persons give evidence of Ihal alljlude? 
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even accept the offer of a free home Bible study. Some 
come with their friends to special meetings held by the 
Witnesses. At the annual Memorial of the death of Jesus 
Christ, fo r example, it is not unusual for the number 
in attendance to be double the number of active wit­
nesses of Jehovah. In some lands, the attendance runs 
as high as five times the number of Witnesses. But what 
are they going to do about the Bible truths they hear? 
Upwards of two and a half million have personally 
taken these to heart and brought their lives into har­
mony with them. But others treat it aU as if it were 
merely p lea~n t music, something to entertain them. 
They stay on the sidelines, perhaps offering words of 
encouragement hut not making a dedication of their 
lives tQ God and not sharing in his sacred service. 

9 What is to be gained by doubting and waiting? 
Certainly nQtJehovah's favor and protection during the 
coming day of vengeance. To be among the survivors, 
you must give convincing evidence now that you have 
' joined yourself to Jehovah' and that you belong to 
him.-Zechariah 2:11; Matthew 7:21. 

THEY MADE THE RIGHT DECISION 
10 All who have become worshipers of Jehovah as 

followers of Jesus Christ have made a personal decision 
to do so. This is true of all who are heirs of the 
heavenly Kingdom. Now the precious opportunity is 
open for others to make their choice, with the prospect 
of surviving the great tribulation and living in perfec­
tion on earth. Hobab set an example worthy of their 
imitation. 

9. Instead of doubting and waiting, what will wise persons do? 
10, 11. (a) Who was Hobab, and what invitation was extended 
to him? (b) How do we know what decision he made? 
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II Hobab was Moses' brother-in- law. H e was not an 
Israel ite but a member of the tribe of Kenites living in 
Midianite territory. After Israel had received the Law 
through Moses and had built the sacred tabernacle fo r 
Jehovah's worship, the time came to move nort h to­
ward the Promised Land . The pillar of cloud represent­
ing Jehovah's presence was to go ahead of them, indi­
cating the route to take and where to camp. But it 
would be helpful to have with them someone who knew 
the terrain and where to find things needed by t he 
encampment. Moses invited Hobab to join them, but 
at first Hohab declined, thinking it would be better to 
stay with his relatives in the place of his birth . Howev­
er, Moses urged him to reconsider and to go with them 
to "serve as eyes" for Israel and thus to be in line to 
share the blessings that Jehovah would bestow on his 
people. Wisely Hobab did 'so, as indicated at Judges 
1: 16.-Numbers 10:29-32. 

12 There are persons today who were pictured by 
Hobab. Though not spiritual Israelites, they throw in 
their lot with these as they travel toward God's New 
Order. To do this, they must cut ties with worldly 
relatives and human governments. Under the leadershjp 
of the Greater Moses, Jesus Christ, they have gladly 
served with the remnant of C hrist's "brothers," often 
scouting out new territories for the preaching of the 
good news. Many of them have moved into areas where 
the need for Kingdom proclaimers was specially great, 
often as pioneers or missionaries, using their time to the 
fu ll to publicize God's Kingdom as mankind's only real 
hope. There are still many opportunities to share in 

12. (a) Who today are like Hobab, and in what ways? 
(b) What invitation today is like that of Moses to Hobab? 
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such sacred service. Q!lalified persons are invited to 
make themselves available and thus to share in the 
blessings that go with such enlarged service. Can you? 

I J Some 180 yea rs after Hobab decided to go with 
Israel, one of his descendants, a man named Heber, was 
living with his wife, Jael, not far from Megiddo. Heber 
had separated himself from the rest of the Kenites and 
had entered into peaceful relations with Jabin, a Ca­
naanite king who harshly oppressed Israel. When Jeho­
vah raised up Barak as a deliverer of Israel, Jabin 's army 
chief, Sisera, mustered his army and nine hundred war 
chariots with iron scythes fixed to the wheels . But 
Jehovah fought for his people, causing confusion in the 
enemy camp, and a flash flood to bog down the 
chariots. Sisera himself abandoned his chariot and fled 
on foot toward the tent of Jad the wife of Heber. As 
Sisera had hoped. she invited him into the tent. 
-Judges 4:4-17; 5:20, 21. 

14 Now the test was on . What would she do to this 
enemy of Jehovah's people? She covered 5isera with a 
blanket, quenched his thirst with curdled milk and 
waited until he fell asleep . At that she "proceeded to 
take a pin of the tent and to put the hammer into her 
hand. Then she went to him stealthily and drove the 
pin into his temples and beat it into the earth, while he 
was fast asleep and weary. So he died." What she did 
required courage, and love for Jehovah and his people . 
It also involved positive action and exertion on her 
part.-Judges 4:18-22; 5:24-27, 31. 

[3. (a) Who was Jad, and what was her husband's position 
regarding Jehovah's servants? (b) How was Jad confronted wjlh 
a test? 
[4. What decision did Jael make, and of what did this give 
evidence? 
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15 As is true o f ot her non-Israelite worshipers of 
Jehovah, Jael pictures the "other sheep" who do good 
to Christ's spiritual brothers. Regardless of what ties 
their close relatives may have to the world and it s ruling 
class, the "other sheep" do not approve of oppression 
of Jehovah's people by worldly rulers. Their loyalty is 
to the Greater Barak, the Lo rd Jesus Christ, and to his 
true followers. These of the Jael class do not personally 
raise a hand against the worldly rulers, but they use 
whatever is at their disposa l to counteract efforts to 
oppress Jehovah 's servants. They do not hold back 
from making known that they are in full harmony with 
Jehovah's purpose to destroy all of his enemies. 

16 There is no time to lose. If you truly have fa ith in 
Jehovah and his Messianic Kingdom and if you have 
brought your life into harmony with the Bible's reo 
quirements, then, without delay, openly manifest that. 
Reflect the spirit of the Ethiopian eunuch reported on 
in Acts chapter 8. As soon as he understood what was 
required of him, he asked Philip, who had explained to 
him the good news about Jesus: "What prevents me 
from getting baptized?" And he was promptly im· 
mersed in water. 

11 Having thus made a fine beginn ing, da ily strength­
en your relationship with Jehovah, seek ways to apply 
his Word more fully in your life, and share as fully as 
possible in the vital work of Ki ngdom proclamation 
being done during the final days of this system of 
things. 

15 . How art pc:oplt today proving that they are like Jad? 
16, 17. (a) What example worthy of our imitation is recorded 
in Acts chapter 8? (b) Thereafter what should we continue 
to do? 
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A Different Attitude 
Toward Obedience 

F OR many years before Jeru salem was destroyed by 
the Babylonians, Jehovah warned the Jews of what was 
coming, and why. They were fo llowing the inclinations 
of their own stubborn hearts instead of obeying God. 
- Jeremiah 25;8, 9; 7:24-28. 

2 Jehovah does not force anyone to serve him, but, 
reasonably, he does require obedience of all who want 
his approval and the blessings of life that go with it. 
After delivering Israel from Egypt, Jehovah told [hem : 
"If you will strictly obey my voice and will indeed keep 
my covenant, then you will certainly become my spe­
cial property ou[ of all other peoples, because the whole 
earth belongs [ 0 me. And you you rselves will become 
to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation." (Exodus 
19:5, 6) After God had stated his requirements for 
them and they had heard a reading of "the book of the 
covenant," they of their own free will accepted the 
responsibility that went wi th such a relationship with 
God.-Exodus 24:7. 

3 However, it was only a shon time until a rebellious 
spirit began to manifest itself. The sons of Israel did not 
openly renounce their faith in Jehovah; but, in viola-

I. Why did Jehovah allow the Babylonians to destroy Jerusalem? 
2. (a) Reasonably, what benefits are dependent on obedience to 
God? (b) How did Israel come to be in a covenant relationship 
with Jehovah? 
3. (a) In what ways did Is rael thereafter manifest a rebellious 
spirit toward Jehovah? (b) Why are those events recorded in the 
Bible? 
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tioll of his law, many tried to mix Egyptian practices 
with the worship of Jehovah. (Exodus 32: 1-8 ) Later 
some found fau lt with the men whom Jehovah was 
using as his visible representatives. (Numbers 12: l- lD; 
16:1-3,31-35) As a nation, Israel showed a lack offa ith 
to act on God's word , being motivated by fear of man. 
(Numbers 13:2, 31-33; 14:1 -4; Hebrews 3:17- 19 ) 
When errors were unintentional, humbly repenta nt 
ones could obtain forgiveness . But over a period of nine 
centuries the nation deliberately disregarded fi rst one 
divine requirement, then another, and often many of 
them. The things they did and the outcome are record­
ed in the Bible as warning examples for us.-2 Chron­
icles 36:15-17; 1 Corinthians 1O:6-1l. 

~ In the days of Jeremiah, after repeated warnings had 
been given as to the dire consequences of their course, 
Jehovah set before the Jews an example-the Re'cha­
bites . These were non-Israelites, descendants of the 
Jehonadab who had demonstrated that he was in full 
harmony with Jehu'S toleration of no rivalry toward 
Jehovah. This Jehonadab (or, Jonadab) as patriarchal 
head of the t ribe of Re'chabites had commanded them 
to abstain from wine to time indefinite, also not to live 
in" houses or to engage in agriculture bu t to dwell in 
tents as nomads. Thus they would lead a sober, simple 
life, free from self-indulgence and the vices of city life, 
while worshiping Jehovah with the Israelites, among 
whom they lived. 

5 Since the Jews were refusing to listen to Jehovah, 
the Universal Sovereign, cou ld it be expected that the 
Re'chabites would obey their human forefather? They 
did, and in an exemplary manner. Although the 

4. (a) Who were the Re'chabites? (b ) What obligations had 
Jehonadab laid upon them? 
5. How were the Rt'chabites exemplary in obedience? 
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Re'chabites sought refuge in Jerusalem when Babylo­
nian and Syrian military forces invaded Judah, they 
continued to dweU in tents. But how firm was their 
resolve to touch no wine, even though the people 
among whom they lived were permitted to drink it? 
Jehovah had Jeremiah bring the Re'chabites into a 
temple dining room, set out cups of wine and invite 
them to drink. They refused. Why? Evidently they 
appreciated the devotion of their forefather to Jehovah, 
they discerned his loving concern for their welfare, and 
so they obeyed his command. Jehovah was pleased with 
this fine example of obedience that showed up the lack 
of obedience to Jehovah exhibited by the Jews.-Jere­
miah 35:1-11. 

6 There are people today who are like the Re'chabites. 
These are the Lord's "other sheep." Whether they will 
drink wine is not at issue today. (Compare 1 Timothy 
5:23.) This is a personal matter as long as they do not 
become heavy drinkers or perhaps drunkards. (Proverbs 
23:20; 1 Corinthians 6:9, 10) But godly obedience is 
vital. In contrast to Christendom, which is the antityp­
ical apostate Israel, the modern-day Re'chabite class 
show by their actions that they know the value of godly 
obedience. How will this benefit them? 

7 For their devotion, Jehovah gave the Re'chabites a 
promise that has powerful prophetic significance for 
our day, saying: "For the reason that you have obeyed 
the commandment of Jehonadab your forefather and 
continue keeping all his commandments and doing 
according to all that he commanded you, therefore this 

6. (a) Who today art like the Re'chabites? (b) Who has proved. 
to be: the antitype of disobedient israel? 
7. (a) What encouraging promise did Jehovah make to the 
Re'chabites? (b) What hope does that hold out for the modern­
day Re'chabite class? 



132 SURVIVAL INTO A NEW EARTH 

is what Jehovah of armies, the God of Israel, has said: 
'There will not be cut off from Jonadab the son of 
Re'chab a man to stand before me always .'" (Jeremiah 
35: 18, 19) They were among the survivors of Jerusa­
lem's destruction in 607 B.C.E. And the class foreshad­
owed by them will survive the coming destruction of 
Ch ristendom and all the rest of the world that indepen­
dently goes its own way, refusi ng to acknowledge Jeho­
vah's sovereignty. 

WHY OBEDIENCE MAY NOT BE EASY 
I Many people find obedience difficult to learn. They 

have grown up in a world where everyone is 'doing his 
own thing. ' They may like what they learn about life 
under God's Kingdom. But if pride clouds their think­
ing, they may balk at some of God's requirements or 
find fau lt with the manner in which these are conveyed. 
(Proverbs 8: 13; 16: 18 ) Naaman, the chief of the Syrian 
army in the days of the prophet Elisha, had that 
problem. 

9 Naaman was plagued with leprosy. But because a 
young Israelite capt ive bold ly expressed he r faith that 
Naaman would be healed if only he would go to 
Jehovah's prophet Elisha , Naaman traveled to Israel. 
With horses and war chariots he drove up to the house 
of Elisha. Now, Naaman was a prominent person and 
he expected Elisha to come out to meet him and then 
go th rough a ceremony, calli ng on Jehovah and moving 
his hand to and fro over the diseased flesh until it was 
healed. Instead, Elisha simply sent a messenger to tell 
him to go to the Jordan River and there to bathe seven 
times.-2 Kings 5:1-1 2. 

8. Why do many people find obedience difficul t ? 
9. (a) How did it come about that Naaman went to sec Elisha? 
(b) What did he expect, but what actually happened? 
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10 Naaman's pride was offended. He left in a rage . But 
after his attendants reasoned with him, he humbled 
himself in faith. "At that he went down and began to 
plunge into the Jordan seven times according to the 
word of the man of the true God; after which his flesh 
came back like the flesh of a little boy and he became 
clean." Naaman became convinced that Jehovah is the 
only true God, and he realized that, despite his initial 
reaction, the directions given by Elisha really were from 
God.~2 Kings 5:13~15. 

11 Do you perhaps see some of Naaman's traits in 
yourself? As is true of other non~lsraelites who exer­
cised faith, Naaman is used in the Scri ptures to picture 
the "other sheep" who join in true worship. All of 
these, being born in sin, were once spiritually diseased . 
They all have had to seek the help of Jehovah's anoint~ 
ed servant class and then act obediently on what this 
"slave" has taught them from God's Word. (Matthew 
24:45) Some at one time did not appreciate all the 
Scriptural counsel given them-such as the need to 

attend congregation meetings regularly, the importance 
of separateness from the world or of Christian water 
baptism. They may have held back from dedication and 
water baptism because their heart resisted the need to 
'disown self' in order to be a follower of Christ. In 
some cases they criticized the manner in which counsel 
was given to them by responsible ones in the congrega~ 
tion. But in time all who would truly be the Lord's 
"other sheep" need to learn the importance of humility 
and loving obedience.~James 4;6; Matthew 16:24. 

10. (a) How did Naaman react? (b) What finally moved him 10 
ob~y? (c) What was th~ r~sult? 
11. (a) In what ways wef~ th~ ~o[her shel'p" picturoo by 
Naaman? (b) What important lessons must all of us learn? 
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COMMANDS THAT BENEFIT US 
II As we get to know Jehovah and his ways, we come 

to appreciate how true are the words that he spoke to 
his servants in times past: "I, Jehovah, am your God, 
the One teaching you to benefit yourself, the One 
causing you to tread in the way in which you shouJd 
walk. a if on ly you would actually pay attention to my 
commandments!" (Isaiah 48:17,18) Jehovah's earnest 
desire is for his people to avoid calamity and to enjoy 
Ijfe by paying attention to his commandments. He 
knows how we are made and what will bring us genuine 
happiness. He warns us against conduct that could 
degrade us or damage our relations with others. 

13 Those who have heeded his warning against forni­
cation and adultery have been spared the emotional 
turmoil, disease and illegitimate births that these pro­
duce. (1 Corinthians 6:18; Hebrews 13:4) By applying 
counsel such as that at 2 Corinthians 7: 1, they have 
kept free from addiction to tobacco and other drugs, 
which damage one's health and can result in an early 
death. His command to 'abstain from blood' has helped 
his servants to strengthen their reliance on him as the 
One upon whom all their prospects for future life 
depend, and at the same time it has safeguarded them 
against fearful diseases that can be spread by blood 
transfusions.-Acts 15:28,29. 

14 As long as we are in the world, there is a certain 
amount of necessary contact with it. But Jehovah warns 
us not to pin our hopes on it, not to be a part of it. 
He knows what the future holds for the world. How 
foolish it would be to spend one's life building up what 

12 , 13. (a) Why does obedience to Jehovah's commands bene­
fit us? (b) How can this be illustrated? 
14. How ace we benefited by seeking first the Kingdom instead 
of involving ourselves unnecessarily with the world? 
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God is going to tear down! Worse yel, those who do 
so will find that they share the fa te of the world to 
which they have devoted their lives. How beneficial, 
therefore, the counsel given by God's Son: Seek God's 
Kingdom! Put it first in your Iife!-l John 2:17; 
Matthew 6:33. 

15 With full awareness of what we need, Jehovah is 
preparing his people for life in his righteous new system 
of things. Disobedience on the part of Adam led to 
human imperfection, loss of eternal life and expulsion 
from Paradise. Surely if we are to be among those who 
are blessed with what Adam lost. we must give evidence 
that we pay attention when God speaks. And how will 
he speak to us during the Millennium to come, while 
mankind is being brought to perfection? Throug h the 
Messianic Kingdom. Will that government also have 
visible earthly representatives? Yes . The King will have 
in his service "princes in all the earth." (Psalm 45: 16; 
compare Isaiah 32; I , 2.) By loving obedience to these 
princes, mankind will demonstrate subjection to their 
heavenly King. 

161n preparation for that time, Jehovah now provides 
training through his visible theocratic organization. 
Within the congregations he has raised up spiritually 
older men, or elders. They provide needed supervision 
for congregat ion meetings and take the lead in the 
preaching of the Kingdom message. They help all who 
want to serve Jehovah to learn how to apply Bible 
principles in their lives and they lovingly warn against 
snares that could damage one's relationship with God . 

15. (a) To be among those who will regain what Adam 105t, 
what must we learn to do? (b) How will Jehovah speak to us 
during the Millennium? 
16. Why is obedience to the elders a protection now, and how 
is it good preparation for life in God's New Order? 
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Jehovah's Witnesses worldwide also have become awa re 
that heeding the elders' directions has often resulted in 
preservation of life during storms, earthquakes and 
outbreaks of armed violence. The congregation does not 
belong to the elders; it is God's. The elders do not claim 
to be inspired. But, as the Scriptures show, God uses 
them to take the lead, and obedience to them demon­
stra tes respect for the arrangement that Jehovah is using 
to prepare his servants for survival into his New Order. 
-Acts 20;28; Hebrews 13:17. 

17 However, it is not simply a desire to be among the 
survivors of the coming world destruction that moti­
vates to such obedience. There is much more. What? 
Apprec iation for life and all the provisions that God has 
made to sustain it. Gratitude for his gifts that enrich 
our lives-the ability to reason, to appreciate beauty 
and spiritual values, the capacity to know and worship 
our Creator. Also, awareness of the great love on God's 
own part that moved him to give his own Son to lay 
down his life in sacrifice so that we could have the 
opportunity to live fo rever. 

18 For those who have come to know God well, 
obedience is not an unpleasant duty. An accurate un­
derstanding of his purposes and requirements, along 
with experiencing the good results from applying these, 
leaves no doubt in their minds that doing things in 
God's way is the only reasonable and sensible course. 
They recognize it to be a protection. It is also a way to 
show their love for God. They find great pleasure in 
obeying him.-l John 5:3; Psalm 119:129. 

J7. What should motivate us to be obedient? 
18. When we come to know God well, how do we view 
obedience to him and his organization? 
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Are You Loyal to 
Earth's New King? 

ON Nisan 9 of 33 C.E., Jesus Christ presented 
himself to the Jews as their King, the foretold Messiah. 
As he came down the Mount of Olives toward Jerusa­
lem, the multitude of disciples rejoiced and praised God 
because of the powerful works Jesus had performed. 
(Luke 19:37, 38; Zechariah 9:9) But would they prove 
loyal to that One whom they hailed as King? Their 
loyalty was soon put to the test. 

1 Since 1914 the glorified Jesus Christ actively ruling 
from heaven has been presented to aU manki nd as 
earth's new King. The prospect of life under a govern­
ment in the hands of Christ , with genuine solutions to 
the problems of mankind, has caused people out of all 
nations to rejoice. But will they prove loyal? What 
about each of us individually? 

THE KING'S OWN RECORD OF LOYALTY 
J Jesus Christ has given abundant evidence that his 

own loyalty to Jehovah, the Universal Sovereign, is 
unwavering. He is appropriately referred to in the 
Scriptures as Jehovah's "loyal one." (Psalm 16 :10; Acts 
2:24-27) The Hebrew word for "loyalty" here used 

1. When Jesus was presented as King in 33 C.E., how did the 
crowd respond? 
2. (a) How are many people today responding to the an' 
nouncement that Christ is earth's new King? (b) But what 
questions deserve serious consideration? 
3. (a) Why is Jesus himself referred to as Jehovah's ~Joyal 
oneh ? (b) What is loyalty? 
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contains the thought of being lovingly kind . It is not 
something cold, based merely on law or justice. but is 
motivated also by love and appreciation.-Compare 
Psalm 40:8 ; j ohn 14:3 1. 

4 In heaven, when Satan began to seek for himself 
honor that belonged only to God and when others of 
the angels fo rsook their proper places in jehovah 's 
heavenly organization, God's firstborn Son did not 
imitate their spirit. To do so was unth inkable on his 
part! Such was his self-sac rificing devotion that, in 
ca rrying out his Father 's will , this loyal Son left behind 
his heavenly glory, became a human and even submit­
ted to death on a torture stake. Lovingly, he made sure 
that, as fa r as it depended on him, no detail of what the 
Scriptures outlined for him would go unfulfilled.-Pbi­
li ppians 2:5 -8; Luke 24:44-48. 

S W hile jesus was on earth . Satan brought great 
pressure on him to turn him aside from the work that 
God had gi ven him to do-if possible, to entice him to 
do something that wou ld cause God himself to reject 
his Son. He urged jesus to do things that could result 
in prominence and power-but as part of the world of 
which Satan was ruler. j esus refused, quming the Sacred 
Scriptures as his guide. (Matthew 4:HO) jesus had 
outsta nding abilities and he used them well , but always 
in harmony with his Father's will. He occupied himself 
fu lly in doing the work that God had sent him to do. 
(John 7: 16-18; 8:28, 29; 14 :10) What a fine example 
of loyallY! 

6 Because of j esus' proved loyalty, jehovah raised him 

4, 5. (3) How was Jesus ' loyalty shown in heaven, following 
Satan's rebellion? (b) How w~s that loyalty also shown on earth? 
6. In what way does the reward given to Jesus require loyalty 
of us? 
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from the dead, "exalted him to a superior position and 
kindly gave him the name that is above every other 
name, so that in the name of Jesus every knee should 
bend ... and every tongue should openly acknowledge 
that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the 
Father." (Philippians 2:9-11) This "name that is above 
every other name" represents the power and authority 
conferred on Jesus so that he can fulfi ll Jehovah's will. 
'Bending the knee' to him means recognizing his posi­
tion and submitting to his authority. It includes being 
loyally subject to him as King. 

LOYAL LOVE FOR 
JEHOVAH'S ANOINTED ONES 

7 The fact that, after his ascension to heaven, Jesus 
could no longer be seen with human eyes would result 
in heart-searching tests of loyalty for his followers. 
Would they live by the principles that he had taught 
them? Would they keep separate from the world? 
Would they respect those upon whom holy spirit 
conferred responsibilities of overs ight? Would they be 
whole-souled in doing the work he had assigned them? 

8 In due time the "other sheep" were to be gathered 
into association with the "little flock" of heirs of the 
heavenly Kingdom. Wou ld they truly appreciate their 
assigned positions in relationship to Christ as King and 
to one another? The facts show that genuine mutual 
love has developed among all who are part of the "one 
flock'" under Jesus C hrist . This was fo reshadowed by 
the unbreakable, undying love of Jonathan, the son of 
King Saul, for David. Upon witnessing David's com-

7. Regarding what matters are Jesus' followers tested as to their 
loyalty? 
8. What was foreshadowed by the loyal love between Jonathan 
and David? 
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plete devotion to Jehovah and his reliance on God in 
slaying the giant Goliath, Jonathan was deeply moved 
and his "very soul became bound up with the soul of 
David, and Jonathan began to love him as his own 
soul." His love did not lessen when it became apparent 
that Jehovah wou ld bestow the kingship on David and 
not on Jonathan. Jonathan even repeatedly risked his 
life for David .-l Samuel 17:45-47; 18: 1; 23 :16, 17. 

9 Besides Jonathan, there were non-Israelites who at­
tached themselves to David. They were not mercenaries 
but valiant men who acted out of devotion to David as 
Jehovah's anointed. Cherethites, Pelethites and former 
natives of the Philistine city of Gath were among these. 
They loyally stuck with David when his son Absalom 
deceitfu ll y sought to steal the hearts of the men of 
Israel. Despite Absa lom's prominence and cunning, 
they were not led into a traitorous course by his smooth 
talk.-2 Samuel 15 :6, 10, 18-22. 

10 Anothe r heartwarming description of the relation­
ship among Christ, the anointed remnant and the 
"other sheep" is found in Psalm 45. This is not merely 
beautiful poetry but is prophetic of the Messianic 
Kingdom-God himself being the "throne," that is, the 
foundation and support of Jesus' kingship . (Psalm 
45: 1-7; Hebrews 1 :8, 9) The psalmist describes the 
bride of Christ, "the king's daughter," being brought 
to the King on his wedding day . With her are "the 
vlrgllls her companions ." Who are these? They are 

9. How was similar loyalty shown by non- Israelites who served 
in David's army? 
10. (a) How is the close relationship among Christ, the 
anointed remnant and the "other sheep" depicted in Psalm 45? 
(b) In what sense do 'the virgin companions enter the palace of 
the king ' ? 
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the ones who look forward to being earthly subjects of 
God's Kingdom. "With rejoicing and joyfulness" they 
accompany the "bride" class until the very last of these 
is united with Christ in heaven. With them, they "enter 
into the palace of the king," not by ascending to 
heaven, but by offering themselves for the King 's 
service. Have you become part of that happy proces­
sion?-Psalm 45: 13-15. 

WHAT DOES LOYALTY REQUIRE OF US? 
II Countless situat ions in life show what kind of 

persons we are. Do we really believe ·in Jehovah's 
Messianic Kingdom? Is it real to us? Jesus said that his 
true fo llowers would be "no part of the world." Is that 
true ofyou?-John 17:15, 16. 

12 In the case of us imperfect humans, loyalty does 
not demand perfection. But it does require that we 
avoid deliberately violating Bible commands, whether 
other humans see us or not. It will move us to endeavor 
to apply Bible principles fully, rather than to see how 
close we can come to the world's ways. It will cause us 
to cultiva te genuine hatred for what is bad.-Psalm 
97,10. 

U If we truly hate what is bad, we are not going to 
allow curiosity to entice us to get close to it. Being 
curious about the life of sexually immoral persons can 
lead one to ruin. (Proverbs 7:6-23) So, too, spiritual 
ruin may overtake those who out of curiosity buy and 
read literature produced by apostates, persons who have 

11. What situations put us to the test as to being "no part of 
Ihe world"? 
12. Even though we are imperfecf. in what further ways can we 
give evidence of loyalty? 
13. How will loyalty safeguard us against the smooth talk of 
apostates? 
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abandoned Jehovah and his o rganization and who then 
verbally "beat" their former associates. (Matthew 24: 
48-51) Proverbs 11:9 warns: "By his mouth the one 
who is an apostate brings his fellowman to ruin." But 
loyalty will safeguard us against being misled by their 
smooth talk.-2 John 8-11. 

14 One of the most important ways we can show 
loyalty is by being whole-souled in the work that Jesus 
taught his disciples to do. He personally set the example 
by going from city to city and village to village, 
preaching the good news of the Kingdom of God. 
(Luke 8: J ) Jesus foretold what true Christians would be 
doing today when he said: "This good news of the 
kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for 
a witness to all the nations; and then the end will 
come." (Matthew 24 : 14) It is by means of this preach­
ing of the good news that the Kingdom issue is being 
presented to people everywhere so that they can make 
a personal decision. For a great crowd, that decision will 
lead to preservation through the great tribulation. (Rev­
elation 7:9, 10) Are you loyally sharing in this urgent 
work? 

IS Long ago the psalmist David wrote: "All your 
works will laud you, 0 Jehovah, and your loyal ones 
will bless you . About the glory of your kingship they 
will talk, and about your mightiness they will speak, to 
make known to the sons of men his mighty acts and 
the glo ry of the splendor of his kingship. Your kingship 
is a kingship for all times indefinite, and your dominion 

14 . (a) What is one of the most important ways in which we 
can demonstrate Our loyalty to Christ as King? (0) Why is this 
WOrk so importane 
15. (a) What does Psalm 145:10-13 say that Jehovah's loyal 
ones would be talking aboue (b) How does that apply to us? 
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is throughout all successive generations ." (Psalm 145: 
10-13 ) That kingship is now being exercised through 
the Messianic Kingdom in the loyal hands of Jesus 
Christ, and we demonstrate our loyalty to both God 
and Christ by speaking freely and enthusiastically 
about it. 

16 What prominence in your own life have you given 
to this work of Kingdom witnessing? Do you really put 
it ahead of other pursuits? What you personally do may 
be more or may be less than what others do. The 
circumstances of individuals differ. But we can all 
benefit by asking ourselves questions such as these: 
'Does my share reflect merely a sense of duty, a token 
offering? Do I view it simply as a requirement for 
survival? Or does love for Jehovah, devotion to his 
Messianic King and genuine concern for my fe llowman 
move me to give it fi rst place so that other interests in 
my life are built around it?' Loyalty will move us to 
seek ways to demonstrate that this work is as important 
to us as it is to our King. 

11 Soon the One who was jubilantly hailed as King by 
his disciples as he entered Jerusalem in 33 C.E. will 
destroy all who reject Jehovah's sovereignty as ex­
pressed through His Messianic King . But he will "speak 
peace" to that "great crowd" of persons out of all 
nations who have imitated his own example of loyalty. 
Will you be among them?-Zechariah 9: 10; Ephesians 
4020-24. 

16. How should loyalty influence the extent to which w~ share 
in Kingdom preaching and the motive with which we do it? 
17. To whom will Jesus ~speak peace" when he destroys the 
wicked? 
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"We Have Heard That God 
Is With You People" 

"W E WILL go with you people, for we have heard 
that God is with you people. n That is what the Bible 
foretold that people out of all nations would be saying 
in ou r day. (Zechariah 8:23) And who is this God to 
whom the prophecy of Zechariah refers? We are left in 
no doubt. In this one relatively small book of the Bible 
his personal name appears 135 times. It is JEHOVAH! 

2 He himself said of his personal name, Jehovah: 
"This is my name to time indefinite, and this is the 
memorial of me to generation after generat ion. n (Exo­
dus 3; 15) The importance of that name is indicated by 
the fact that it appears nearly 7,000 times in the com­
plete Hebrew Bible text-far more than the combined 
total for such titles as Lord and God. As foretold, in 
these " last days" that name has come to be associated 
outstandingly with one group of people. 

" W E W ILL GO W IT H YOU PEOPLE" 
1 Concerning this, the prophet Zechariah, at the time 

of the rebuild ing of Jehovah's temple in ancient Jerusa­
lem, was inspired by God to write; "This is what 
Jehovah of armies has said, 'It will yet be that peoples 
and the inhabitants of many cities will come; and the 
inhabitants of one city will certainly go to those of 

I, 2. (a) What does Zechariah 8:23 foretell for our day? 
(b) Who is the God here referred to, and how does the Bible 
emphasize his personal name? 
3. As foretold at Zechariah 8:20-23, (a) who would seek 
Jehovah? (b) and by associating with whom? 

145 



146 SURVIVAL INTO A NEW EARTH 

another, saying: "Lei us ea rnestly go to soften the face 
of Jehovah and to seek Jehovah of armies. I myself will 
go also." And many peoples and mighty nations will 
actually come to seek Jehovah of armies in Jerusalem 
and to soften the face of Jehovah.' This is what Jehovah 
of armies has sa id, 'It will be in those days that ten men 
out of all the languages or the nations will take hold, 
yes, they will actuall y take hold of the skirt of a man 
who is a Jew, saying: "We will go with you people, for 
we have heard that God is with you people.'" "-Zech­
ariah 8:20-23. 

4 The limited fu lfillment that this prophecy had in 
connect ion with the rebuilt temple in Jerusalem. starting 
in the days of Zerubbabel, pointed forward to a fa r 
grander fulfillment in our day . In connection with what 
people? Surely it wou ld not be reasonable for those who 
"seek Jehovah" to turn to people who superstitiously 
refuse even to pronounce God's name, as do the natural 
Jews who cling to their traditional worship. Nor to 
Christendom, which imitates the Jewish custom of 
avoiding the use of the divine name. It is not to earthly 
Jerusa lem that people in ou r day are turning to worship 
Jehovah. As Jesus foretold, God abandoned his temple 
there, and it was destroyed in 70 C.E., never to be 
rebuilt down to this day. This indicates to any reason­
able person that God is not with non-Christian Israel. 
-Matthew 23:37, 38; compare I Kings 9:8, 9. 

S The "Jerusalem" that today represents Jehovah is 
described at Hebrews 12:22 as "a city of the living God, 
htavenly Jerusalem. n Even as ancient Jerusalem was a 

4. Why does this prophecy not apply to Judaism or 10 
C hristendom ? 
5. How do the Scriptures identify (a) the "Jerusalem" that 
represents Jehovah today? (b) the u man who is a Jew" 
concerning whom Zechariah prophesied? 
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visible symbol of Jehovah's rulership, the "heavenly 
Jerusalem" is God's Messianic Kingdom in which Jesus 
Christ was enthroned as King at the end of the Gentile 
Times in 1914. ( I Chronicles 29:23; Luke 21 :24) That 
government has representatives here on earth, those 
who are loyally proclaiming it as the only sure hope of 
mankind. The first ones to announce that the Kingdom 
had been established in 1914 were the remaining ones of 
the "little flock." These are "the Israel of God, H spiritu­
all y speaking. They are the spiritual 'Jews' concerning 
whom Zechariah prophesied . (Luke 12:32; Galatians 
6:16; Romans 2:28, 29) Since 1931, because of their 
love for God and their app reciation of the responsibili ty 
to make known that Jehovah is the true and Almighty 
God, they ha ve adopted the name Jehovah's Witnesses. 
- Isaiah 43: 10-12. 

HOW IDENTIFIED? 
& A1> a result of the fact that these spiritual Jews have 

faithfu ll y fulfi lled their responsibility as Jehovah's Wit­
nesses, mill ions of sincere persons around the globe have 
been helped to "seek Jehovah." They have come to 
realize that Jehovah is truly with these people who bea r 
his name. W hat convinces them of this? Many things, 
among wh ich these are prominent: 

(I) The beliefs of Jehovah 's Witnesses are all based on 
the Bible-not simply all isolated texts but all the entire 
Word afCad. Instead of teaching things that are of their 
own originality, Jehovah's Witnesses answer questions by 
pointing out what the Bible says. They honor Jehovah by 
letting him speak. (Compare John 7:16- 18.) 

6. (a) What has convi nced millions of persons as to the 
identity of the people that God is with today? (Consider one 
point at a time; read the scriptures.) (b) Which point(s) have 
been most impressive to you personally? 
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(2) The Bible states that God himself would take out of 
the nations "a people for his name." (Acts 15:14) They 
personally would call upon his name and would exert 
themselves to make it known in all the earth. (Isaiah 
12:4,5) Worldwide, Jehovah's Witnesses are the people 
who are significantly associated with God's personal 
name, Jehovah. 

(3) Jehovah's Witnesses have an abundance of satisfying 
spiritual food. What they learn from the Scriptures and 
the effect that this has on their outlook on life make 
them a happy people, in contrast to the world in general. 
This is what Jehovah said would be true of hi~ servants. 
( Isaiah 65 :13,14; compare Matthew 4:4.) 

(4) Jehovah's Witnesses use God's Word to set their 
standard of conduct and to guide their decisions in 
everyday affairs of life-in their famil ies, at work, in 
school, in choice of recreation, in ident ifying practices to 
be shunned, in determining· the most worthwhile activi­
ties in which to engage. Jehova h promised that 'he 
himself would make straight the paths' of those doing 
this. (Proverbs 3:5, 6) 

(5) The oversight of the congregations of Jehovah's 
Witnesses is patterned after that of the first-century 
congregation of God, in which elders were examples to 
the flock and fellow workers for the Kingdom of God 
instead of being an exalted clergy class. (1 Peter 5:2, 3; 
2 Corinthians 1 :24) 

(6) Jehovah 's Witnesses are not involved in the political 
affairs of the world but are doing the work that the Bible 
sets out for true Christians, namely, preaching the good 
news ·of God's Kingdom in all the world for a witness 
before the end comes. (Matthew 24 : 14; compare John 
17,16; 18036.) 

(7) Jehovah's Witnesses really love one another, as Jesus 
said his true disciples would do. Skin color, tribal origin, 
economic circumstances, nationality, language-none of 
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these cause one to look down upon the other . Despite 
human imperfections, they are all truly united as an 
international brotherhood, and for this they give all 
credit to God. (John 13:35; compare Acts 10:34, 35.) 

(8) Like the early Christians, Jehovah's Witnesses in 
modern times keep right on serving God in spite of 
persecution. Trusting in God, they do not retaliate 
against opposers. As was true in the past, God has proved 
to be with his servantS to deliver them. (Jeremiah 1:8; 
Isaiah 54: 17) 

7 These are just a few of the reasons why , as foretold, 
"ten men out of all the languages of the nations" are 
saying with genuine conviction to the remnant of King­
dom heirs: "'We will go with you people, for we have 
heard that God is with you people." (Zechariah 8:23) 
The Scriptures use "ten" to represent completeness as to 
earthly matters, so these "ten men" represent aU who are 
taking up true worship now in company with Christ's 
spirit-anointed "brothers.» They do not merely associate 
with the remnant at their meetings but identify them­
selves as worshipers of their God, Jehovah. They dedi­
cate their lives to him through Jesus Christ and symbol ­
ize this by water baptism, thus demonstrating that they 
want to "become joined to Jehovah ." Then they share 
gladly in the work being done earth wide by his witness­
es.-Zechariah 2:11; Isaia h 61:5, 6. 

EXAMPLES WORTHY OF IMITATION 
8 Some who take this action are like the queen of 

7. (a) Who are Inc "ten men"? (b) How do they give evidence 
that Jehovah really has become their God? 
8. (a) What caused the queen of Sheba to travel to Jerusalem? 
(b) What did she do when she arrived, and with what outcome? 
(c) How have there proved to be people like her in our day? 
(Psalm 2:10-12) 
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Sheba in the days of Solomon. From far away she "was 
hearing the report about Solomon in connection with 
the name of Jehovah.» She had never personally spoken 
with Solomon nor had she been to Jehovah's temple in 
Jerusa lem. She had some doubts as to whether it could 
all be as good as she had heard. But she put forth the 
effort to fi nd out, traveling perhaps 1,400 miles (2,250 
km) by camel to do so. She found answers to all of her 
"perplexing questions" and exclaimed: "Look! I had not 
been lold the half." She could not help bUI conclude 
that Jehovah loved his worshipers. (I Kings 10: 1-9) 
Some who have been prominent in the world have 
imitated her example today, and many from morc 
humble circumstances have done so. T hey see evidence 
that Jehovah's Witnesses look to no man but to Jesus 
Christ, the Greater Solomon, as their King. The answers 
they are given from God's Word satisfy their minds and 
hearts, and they feel moved to join their voices in 
blessing Jehovah .-Compare Luke 11 :31 . 

9 Others are like Rahab of Jericho, who already was 
convinced from reports received that the God of Israel 
was "God in the heavens above and on the earth 
beneath." (Joshua 2: 11) When spies from Israel entered 
the land, she welcomed them, concealed them and 
endangered her life to protect them. She had faith and 
gave evidence of it by her works, taking her stand with 
Jehovah's people. ( Hebrews 1I:31; James 2:25) She 
carefully followed the instructions given for her preser­
vation. Rahab also showed loving concern for her father 
and mother, her brothers and sisters, opening the way 

9. (a) In what way was Rahab's auitude different from thai of 
Ihe queen of Sheba? (b) What was nOteworthy ~bout the events 
leading 10 the preservation of Rahab and her household? 
(c) What identifies persons who are like Rahab today? 
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fo r them to be spared if they would obey the require­
ments for survival. (Joshua 2:12,13.18, 19) As a result 
she and her household were delivered when Jericho and 
its Baal-worshiping inhabitants were annihilated. (Josh­
ua 6:22, 23) This has powerful significance in our day. 
It demonstrates that Jehovah will spare persons who are 
like Rahab. What shows them to be like her? They put 
faith in Jehovah, identify themselves with the members 
of spiritual Israel, closely follow the direct ions given 
through this channel and earnestly endeavor to help 
close fam ily members and other relatives to see the 
wisdom of doing the same. 

10 Of course, the real attraction, what is drawing 
people of all nations into association with Jehovah 's 
Witnesses, is Jehovah God himself. His Word appeals 
to them. The fruitage of his spiri t in the lives of his 
servants is inviting to them. As they become well 
acquainted with his qualities and his dealings with man­
kind, they long for the time when God's name will be 
vind icated of all the reproach heaped upon it by Satan 
and by faithless huma ns. They themselves endeavor to 
condu ct their affairs in a way that will be pleasing to 
their Creator and that will move others to glorify him. 
(I Peter 2:12) With all their hearts they pray, as Jesus 
taught his disciples: "Our Fath er in the heavens, let 
your name be sanctified. Let your kingdom come. Let 
you r will take place, as in heaven, also upon earth." 
(Matthew 6:9, 10) And, in harmony with their prayer, 
they render sacred service to God in full unity with 
those who give unmistakable evidence that they are the 
"people fo r [Jehovah'sl name." 

10. (a) As Zechariah's prophecy shows, what is really attracting 
people so that they associate with Jehovah's Witnesses? (b) How 
can we show, in att itude and in actions, that love for Jehovah 
is truly what fi lls our hearts? 



SURVIVAL 20 
'The Small One Becomes 

a Mighty Nation' 

T HOSE who are worshipers of Jehovah have long 
been relatively few in number when compared with the 
population of all mankind. But in our day their num­
ber is increasing at a rate that is thri lling to lovers of 
righteousness. As to the magnitude of the increase. 
Jehovah himself foretold: "The little one himself will 
become a thousand, and the small one a mighty nation. 
I myself, Jehovah, sha ll speed it up in its own time." 
(Isaiah 60:22) As that scripture states, Jehovah himself 
brings this to pass. How? By his causing [0 exist among 
his servants a condition that sets them in sharp contrast 
to the nationa l groups around them and that strongly 
attracts honest-heaned ones. 

2 This was foretold at Isaiah 60: 1, 2, where Jehovah 
add resses his "woman," his organization made up of 
loyal spirit creatures as well as spirit-begotten sons on 
earth, saying: "Arise, 0 woma.n, shed forth light, for 
you r light has come and upon you the very glory of 
Jehovah has shone forth. For, look! darkness itself will 
cover the earth, and thick gloom the nationa l groups; 
but upon you Jehovah will shine forth, and upon you 
his ow n glory will be seen." The basis for this contrast 

1. (a) As to the magnitude of increase of true worshipers, what 
did Jehovah foretell? (b) Who actually brings this about, and 
how? 
2. (a) To whom is Isaiah 60:1, 2 addressed? (b) In what way 
was the ~g lory of Jehovah" made (0 shine on her? (c) How have 
the remnant "shed forth light"? 

152 
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is the birth of the Messianic Kingdom in the hands of 
Jesus Christ in 1914. Then it was that the "glory of 
Jehovah" shone fo rth on his heavenly organization, 
which brought the Kingdom to birth. There was cause 
for grea t rejoicing among them. (Revelation 12:1,2,5, 
10-12) And on earth the anointed remnant of Kingdom 
heirs shared in that joy. Beginning in 1919, they "shed 
forth light" as they undertook the worldwide proclama­
tion of God's Kingdom as the real and only hope of 
mankind .-1 Peter 2:9; Matthew 5:14- 16. 

l in contrast, in 1914 the world's national groups, 
fight ing to maintain their own sovereignty, entered 
into an era of violence and insecurity from which they 
have never recovered. The lack of stability since then 
has caused many to realize that, despite "scientific 
progress," they have no secure fu ture on which to 
count. Truly , 'darkness covers the earth.' Why can 
they find no way out? Because the nations have rejected 
Jehovah as Sovereign. At most, a few rulers pay lip 
service to a "God" whose name they never use. They 
are determined to run things themselves, but the prob­
lems they face are beyond man's ability to solve. (Jere­
miah 8:9; Psalm 146:3-6) The present world, with its 
greed and corruption, has entered its "last days." There 
is no way that it can avoid the destruction that awaits 
it. Only people who put their full faith in God's 
Kingdom can look to the fu ture with confidence. In 
growing numbers, honest-hearted ones are realizing this 
and they are becoming actively associated with Jeho­
va h's W itnesses, who not only talk about the Kingdom 
but earnestly endeavor to live in harmony with what 
they preach. 

3. (a) Why, especially since 1914, has 'darkness covered the 
earth'? (b) What is the only real solut ion? 
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'THE LITTLE ONE BECOMES A THOUSAND' 
• When World War I ended, the gathering of the 

Kingdom heirs had not yet been completed. There were 
still more "sons" and "daughters" of heavenly Jerusa­
lem needed to fi ll out the fore told 144,000 that would 
rule with Christ in heaven. However, Jehovah foretold 
the windup of this work , saying: "Raise your eyes all 
around and see! They have all of them been collected 
together; they have come to you. From far away your 
own sons keep coming, and your daughters who will be 
taken care of on the fl ank." (Isaiah 60:4) As a resu lt of 
the Kingdom proclamation made from and .after 1919, 
thousands more dedicated themselves to Jehovah , got 
baptized and were anointed with holy spirit. All togeth­
er, however, the entire grou p of Kingdom heirs was 
spoken of by Jesus as being only a "little flock, " (Luke 
12:32) To fulfi ll what was fore told at Isaiah 60:22, 
su rely there would be more who would be gathered to 
true worship, Indeed that has been so! 

5They are spoken of at Isaiah 55:5 in this way: 
"Look! A nation that you do not know you will call , 
and those of a nat ion who have not known you will 
run even to you , for the sake of Jehovah your God, 
and for the Holy One of Israel, because he will have 
beautified you." These are people from outside spiritual 
Israel. They come from many nat ions but they become 
a united people, all givi ng loya l support to God's 
Kingdom, They are "a nation" that the remnant of 
spiritual Israel did not then "know" accord ing to their 
understanding of the Scriptures, nor had this people 
formerly given due recog nition to God's servants. But 

4. In fulfillment of Isaiah 60:4, what gathering work was given 
first attention? 
s. How has the source of further increase been as described at 
Isai3h SS;S? 
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as a result of the preaching of the good news, they are 
attracted because they realize that the~ spi ritual israel­
ites worship the true God and because they discern in 
them a spiritual beauty that can result only from God's 
blessi ng. 

6 Despite all that Satan has done to prevent the 
preaching of the Kingdom message and to divert the 
a[[ention of people to other pursuits, the light of trut h 
continues to reach out even to remote parts of the 
eart h. The result has been as God long ago prophetical­
ly sa id to his "wom,IIl ": "At that time you will see and 
certainly become radiant , and your heart will actually 
quiver and expand, because to you the wea lthiness of 
the sea will direct itself; the very resources of the 
nations will come to you .... And the pra ises of 
Jehovah they will announce." (Isaiah 60:5, 6) Yes, a 
"grea t crowd" of persons who were o nce a part of the 
"sea" of mankind alienated from God, people whose 
lives were darkened by the "thick gloom" that covers 
the nat ions, have joined themselves to spiritual Israel. 
In the eyes of God, these aTe truly the precious ones 
out of all the nations. 

1 At the time of the rebui lding of Jehovah's temple 
in Jerusa lem, he moved his prophet Haggai to an­
nounce; "'[ will rock all the nations, and the desirable 
things of all the nations must come in; and I will fill 
this house wit h glory,' Je hovah of armies has said." 
(Haggai 2:7) That rocking and shaking of the nat ions 
eventually leads on to their destruction, but before that 
takes p lace "the desirable things of all the nations" 

6. How (ar is tht Kingdom mtnagt being carritd. and with 
what thri ll ing results? 
7. By Ihe way in which the increase is (orelold, how dots 
Jehovah show what is truly precious in his eyes? 
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must be gathered out from among them and be brought 
into Jehovah's great spiritual temple, his universal 
house of worship. Here they will find safety when the 
world crashes in ruins. It is such living worshipers that 
are precious to Jehovah . Their material wealth is not 
what he wants. (Mica h 6:6-8) The thing of greatest 
value that they can give to Jehovah is thelT whole­
sou led worship. They come with offerings of heart 
devotion and zealous service, all of them 'announcing 
the pra ises of Jehovah.' What joy their appearance has 
brought to Jehovah's loyal servants both in heaven and 
on earth! 

8 How many of these worshipers of Jehovah who 
cherish hope of life on a Paradise earth will there be? 
The Bible fixes no number. It is left open to as many 
persons out of all nations as will take hold of Jehovah's 
loving provisions. An indication of what to expect, 
however, is found in Isaiah 60:8, which describes them 
as doves "flying just like a cloud"-a cloud that fairly 
darkens the earth beneath. This points to the move­
ment of a large number of persons in a shon time. 
With this great influx of worshipers of J ehovah, it was 
foretold, "the little one" of spiritual Israel would "be­
come a thousand, and the small one a mighty nation,'" 
and Jehovah said that he would "speed it up in its own 
time." ( Isaiah 60 :22) Does that fit what has actually 
taken place? 

9 After the first world war there were on ly a few 
thousand actively sharing in giving a public witness 
about the Kingdom. By 1935 they totaled fewer than 
60,000 worldwide. In 1941 the number of Kingdom 

8. What indications does the Bible give as to the extent of the 
ingathering of prospective earthly heirs of the Kingdom? 
9. To what extent has such increase taken place since 19)5? 
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proclaimers passed the 100,000 mark. By 1953, there 
were over 500,000. Ten years later they numbered a 
million. By the beginning of 1984, there were 2,652,-
323. On an average, they devote far more than a 
million hours a day to showing others why only God's 
Kingdom offers real hope for the future. In comparison 
with the number who, as Jehovah's Witnesses, give 
evidence that they are subjects of Jehovah's Messianic 
Kingdom, it is noteworthy that some 60 nations of the 
world today have individual populations that are small ­
er in number than this growing "nation." This unique 
"nation," however, has no part in worldly politics but 
is devoted exclusively to the service of the true God. 

10 Is this the full extent to which this prophecy will 
be fulfilled? What has already taken place is ample to 
fit the Bible's description . And it is marvelous, too, 
when we consider the circumstances under which this 
work has been done-the obstacles overcome, the evi­
dence of divine direction to bring it to success, the 
devotion shown by those who share in it. Wonderful, 
too, are the changes that it has produced in the lives of 
people. But the increase of persons openly taking their 
stand for Jehovah is not stopping, nor is it slowing 
down. During recent years there have been, on an 
average, well over 10,000 each month presenting them­
selves for water immersion, and the total has been 
going up each year. All of these, by living up to what 
their baptism symbolizes, may have the reassuring pros­
pect of survival into the "new earth ." 

I I These millions of persons are not merely indepen-

10. (a) What circumstances make this growth marvelous in our 
eyes? (b) What indicates that more is yet to come? 
11. (a) How does the Bible indicate that these millions become 
part of an organization? (b) What is the principal purpose of 
that organization? 
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<I t' ll l Hiblc students, each serving God in his own way. 
They .1re persons who subm issively become part of 
jciluv,lh's visible organization. As we have seen, first 
the Kingdom heirs were "collected together." Now 
oilicrs out of the nations, with the hope of earthly life, 
arc 'coming to them.' ( Isaiah 60:4, 5) T hey have 
become united in "one flock" under "one shepherd," 
Jesus C hrist. (John 10:16) The apostle Peter described 
true Christians as a worldwide 'associat ion of brothers,' 
and Paul urged them not to isolate themselves but to 
'gather together,' and all the more so as the day for I'he 
execution of divine judgment draws near. (1 Peter 5:9; 
Hebrews 10:23-25) In that way they are st rengthened 
and equipped to share in the grand purpose for which 
this organ ization exists. And what is that? To magnify 
Jehovah's name.-i Peter 2:9; Isaia h 12:4,5. 

A WORK TO BE DONE 
12 All who come into associat ion with Jehovah 's or­

ganization soon realize that those who are in it are 
workers. In imitation of Jesus Christ they are all active 
preachers of the Kingdom of God, wh ich is the means 
by which Jehovah's name will be vindicated. Jesus 
himself said: "I must declare the good news of the 
kingdom of God, because for this I was sent forth." 
(Lu ke 4:43) He spoke earnest ly about the need for 
others to build their lives around the doing of God 's 
will. He taught his fo llowers to do the same work he 
was doing . For the t ime in which we are living, he 
foretold that "this good news of the kingdom" would 
be "preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to 
all the nations." (Matthew 24:14) This is the most 
important work that any or us can do today. Why so? 

IZ. (a) How did Jesus indicate the work in which all of us 
should be sharing? (b) How important is it, and why? 
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Because by means of it we uphold the rightful sover­
eignty of Jehovah God, upon which the well-being of 
all creation depends. By sharing wholehearted ly iIi this 
activity, we demonst ra te our appreciation fo r Jehova h's 
abundant undeserved kindness. We also help fe llow 
huma ns to avai l themselves of the on ly mea ns by which 
it is possible for them to surv ive the impending great 
tribula tion.-Compare I TimOlhy 4: 15, 16. 

Il T he circumstances tha t they find wit hi n Jehova h's 
orga nization wa rm their hearts. As Jehovah fo retold 
through Isa iah: " I wi ll appoint peace as you r overseers 
and righteousness as your task assigners." ( Isaiah 60: 17) 
The peace that prevails is not mere theory but reality, 
a frui t of God's holy spirit. T his does not mean that an 
individual experiences that peace to the full simply 
because he associates with the organization. He person­
ally must learn t'O "pursue the th ings making fo r peace 
and the things tha t are upbuilding to one another ." 
(Romans 14: 19) He needs to learn to man ifest godly 
wisdom in coping wit h the imperfect ions of others, to 
give evidence of long-suffering and self-con trol, to be 
fo rgiving toward others even as he wallis God to 
fo rgive him. Yes, he also must 'make peace.' (James 
3: 17. 18; Galatians 5:22, 23; Colossians 3: 12- 14) 
Those who do so find great joy in being part of the 
"mighty nation" that is now taking shape and that is 
devo ted to the service of Jehova h, "the happy God." 
( I T imothy I ; II ) It is the members of this "nation" 
who will be p reserved when Jehovah execu tes judgment 
against the enti re world that submits to Satan as its 
ru ler. 

13. (3) At Isaiah 60: 17, what condition was foretold for 
Jehovah's organiz..1t ion? (b) What must we do in order 10 
experience: it fully? (c) What prospect lies before those who do? 



SURVIVAL 2 1 

A Warm Welcome 
for Those Who Return 

T HERE are many persons who at some t imc have had 
enough contact with Bible truth to know that Jehov .. h 
is the true God and to understand something about his 
purposes. Although they are not Jehovah's Witnesses, 
they may have st udied the Bible with the Wit nesses. Or 
perhaps their parents were Witnesses. Many of these 
have a!lended some meetings at a Ki ngdom Hall . Thcy 
may even have had some part in sharing the Kingdom 
message with others. But they have not devoted their 
lives to the doing of God's will. Why not? 

1 The world offers attractions that they think they 
want, things that they feel will add to their enjoyment 
of life, and they wander away from Jehovah's o rgani­
zation in their quest for such things. In time. however. 
some of these realize that they have not fo und the kind 
of life they expected . They wake up to the fact that if 
they continue as they are, they are going 10 perish with 
the world. They have not forgonen the securi ty and 
spiritual abundance in Jehovah's "house, " and they 
wan! to be there aga in. Bu t will Jehova h accept Ihem? 

A PRODIGAL SON RETURNS 
J The answer is indicated in Jesus' we ll-know n P;I(-

1. What kind of persons are !xing discussed in this ch~plc r ? 
2. (a) Why did they wandu away from JdlOYJh 's OlgJIHl..I· 
tion ? (b ) Why do they begin to wish they were Ixlek ~g.lin ? 
3. (a) In the puable of the prodigal son, what descript ion did 
Jesus give of a similar situation? (b) Whom dOl'S [ tit.' r.1Illu 
piclure? 
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able of the prodigal son. As an illustration, Jesus told 
about a man who had twO sons. The younger son asked 
his father for his share of the property . Having ob­
tained this, he went to a distant country, where he 
recklessly squandered eve rything in a li fe of debauch­
ery. He thus acted prodigally. When famine hit that 
coun try , the young man, in desper::ne need, was forced 
to herd swine, but he was not even permitted to eat 
their fodd er. Shaken by the problems that over­
whelmed him, he came to his senses . He called to mind 
how good li fe was for even hired men in his father's 
hou se, and he determined to return. He would ac­
knowledge his sin fu l course and ask to be received back, 
not as a son, but as a hired servant. (Luke 15:11-19) 
But after all the things he had done, would his father 
let him return? How would Jehovah, who was repre­
sented by the father in this parable, view the return of 
such a person? 

4 Vividly portraying Jehovah's feelings in the matter, 
Jesus continued: "While [the younger son] was yet a 
long wa y off, his father caught sight of him and was 
moved with pity, and he ran and fell upon his neck and 
tenderly kissed him. Then the son said to him, 'Fat her, 
1 have sinned against heaven and against you. J am no 
longer worthy of being ca lled your son. Make me as 
one of your hired men.' But the father said to his 
slaves, 'Quick! bring out a robe, the best one, and 
clothe him with it, and put a ring on his hand and 
sanda ls on his feet. And bring the fattened young bull, 
slaughter it and let us eat and enjoy ourselves, because 
this my son was dead and came to life again; he was 
lost and was found.' And they started 10 enjoy them­
selves."-Luke 15:20-24. 

4. How did the father receive his son when he returned? 
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HOW DOES THE PARABLE APPLY TODAY? 
~ In this illustration the elder son, the firstborn, 

appropriately corresponds to "the congregation of the 
firstborn who have been enrolled in the heavens." 
(Hebrews 12:23 ) What about the younger son? He 
must represent a group other than the "little flock" 
who have the heavenly hope. Not all of the Lord's 
"other sheep" fit the description of the younger son, , 
but some do. Even before the ingathering of the "other 
sheep" became especial1y noteworthy, starting in 1935 , 
there were persons who knew that Jehovah is the only 
true God. They knew of the hope of earthly life under 
his Kingdom, and they did not entertain for themselves 
any thought of being of "the congregation of tbe 
firstborn" with heavenly hopes. But instead of devoting 
themselves to Jehovah's service, they became immersed 
in worldl y pursuits. They rook the "means of living" 
that God granted them, the time and the life that he 
al10wed them to have, and used these for sel fi sh person-
al gratification . But in 1935 when Jehovah's servants 
fi rst clearly understood the identity of the "great 
crowd," many who corresponded to the younger son 
wholeheartedly offered themselves for service in the 
Father's house. It was a time of rejoic ing suc h :!s Jesus 
described in his parable. 

6 It is true that, at that time, not everyone sh:!red in 
this rejoicing over the arrival of the class represented by 
the younger son . In his parable Jesus indicated th:!! this 
would be the case. But not all the remaining ones of 
the "little flock" manifested such a spirit , and in his 

5. (a) Who was pictured by the elder son in Jesus' parable? 
(b) Who, then, was represented by the younger SOli, the 
prodigal? 
6. In the fulnllment, how did some persons manifest the 
attitude of the older son, but was that true of alilhe remnant? 
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illust ration Jesus left the way o pen for even those who 
were at first displeased, to share in the joy that Jehovah 
himself has when such sinners truly repent.-Luke 
15,7, 10,25-32_ 

7 Since those events of the mid-1930's, however, oth­
ers have realized that they, too, are in certain respects 
like that prodigal son. They are well acquainted with 
Jehova h 's spiritual ho usehold, his visible organization, 
hut their way of life has taken them far from it, as if 
LO "a distant cou ntry." They have not opposed Jeho­
vah's servants, but their own way of life has not been 
in accord with Ihe standards of God's Word. They may 
have built their entire li fe :Hound their secular work 
and themsel ves but fa iled to give proper weight to their 
obl igations before God and to the seriousness of the 
times in which we live. Some were offended by the 
imperfections of others then associa ted with the con­
gregation :Jnd they did nO! p:ltien tl y wait for Jehova h 
to correct matters . Bu t into wh;lt conditions have aU of 
these come when t'hey isolated themselves from the 
household of failh~ 

BIn time, some have realized that they have become 
spiritua lly impoverished. They can see that whatever 
brief periods of pleasure they have are not bringing 
them lasting happiness. Th ey may also fi nd that their 
way of life is taking its toll physica lly, emotionally and 
spi ritua ll y. Inside they feel empty, as do all who are 
without God and have no hope. (Ephesians 2:12) They 
realize that the only time they were really happy was in 
Jehovah's "house." They wa nt to return . Should they? 
What possible benefit C;l n there he from continuing in 
their impoverished condition? Delay cou ld be disas-

7, 8. (a) In more recent years, what has caused others to get 
far aWJy from Jchovah's houschold? (b) In what ways have 
some felt like the prodigal son? (c) Why should they return? 
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trous. If they keep clinging to the world, when it is 
destroyed they are going to lose their life. 

' But can such persons retu rn ? Warm ly Jehovah 
invites them to cOllle hack, and his visible organization 
extends loving help to t hose who do. (Zechariah 1: 
3, 4) What is required? As shown in Jesus' parable, 
they must come to their senses, take the initiative to 
return and acknowledge that they have si nned against 
God. If they engaged in grossly unchristian conduct, 
they mus t give convincing evidence to the elders that 
they have now abandoned that way of ljfe and are 
genuinely repentant. Their earnest desire must now he 
to serve Jehovah as part of his visible organization. , 
(Luke ! 5: 18-21; Proverbs 28: 13) If that truly is what 
is in their heart, they can be sure Ihat their leaving their 
bad ways and though ts and returning to Jehovah will 
bring great joy. (Isaiah 55:7) However, fo r their own 
joy to extend beyond the pleasure of bei ng warmly 
welcomed again at the Kingdom Hall, sou nd spiritual 
rebuilding is needed . 

BUILDING ON A SOUND FOUNDATION 
to Especially is it important for any who return to 

Jehovah's household to become well acquainted with 
the various features of Jehovah's personal ity and to 
cultivate a dose personal relationship with him. They 
need to realize that all t hat Jehovah requi res of us is 
really for our own benefit. H is commandments do not 
take the joy out of life bu t , instead, safeguard us aga inst 
doing things t hat might bring a momentary thrill bu t 

9. (a) Why does Jehovah want such persons to return? (Ezekiel 
18:23) (b) What is required on their pJrt? 
10. (a) Whnt allitude toward Jehovah's requiremetlts do repen­
tant ones need to develop? (b) How can they cultivate a dose 
personal relationship with Jehovah? 
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lead to a bitter harvest. ( Isaia h 48:17; Ga latians 6:7, 8) 
W hen he disciplines us, it is because of his love for us. 
( Proverbs 3: ! J, [2) Persollal sludy foHowed by medi­
tation on wJw is learned, earnest prayer and regu lar 
meeting ,H tcndancc will help us to learn to put our full 
trust in Jehov.lh, !O look to him for direction in 
everything we cla. - Proverbs 3:5, 6. 

II Those who sf r.lyed may h :1V{' known what was 
right and wh.1I 11';1$ wrong. But now they must also 
develop 11:11 red 1"0 1' b;ldl1 c~s .11](1 I hey must continue to 
do so :lS IOllg .1~ it ~tJrl'Oullds them. (Ps:llm 97: 10 ) They 
will be helped in thi~ if they seck not on ly knowledge 
but :IJSO IIndcr~ t .lIlCl inb . First o( ,111, this involves seeing 
thi ngs in rcl.uion 10 God. Wc nccd 10 recognize the 
various m C;] tl \ by which he inslrllCIS LIS md how our 
reaction 10 hi~ cOlln ~d afreets ollr rcialionship with 
him. ( Pl'ovcrb~ 4:7; 9: 10) \Y,/c must apprec iatc the 
imporl;111c(' of being comi~l c nl. :Ipplying Jehovah's 
st[lIlda rds .il l [[l(' lime, in evc l"y thin13 we do. (Titus 
2:11, 12; I The\\.1 I(ll1i :lr . ~ 4:7) C ITe sllould :llso be 
exercised to (.·OI1~i(kr nOI ju~t momcnt.rry pleasure but 
what the outcome of our dec i \ion~ may prove to 
be. (Compare Proverb~ 20:21; 23: 17, 18; Hebrews 
11 :24-26.) Wc :-.hou ld ,.bo be lov ill131y concerncd about 
the eA'eet on OdlCTS of thill13s we s .• y .ltld do. - Romans 
15: 1, 2. 

12 As Christi.11ls we will be greatl y strengthened by 
rea lizing that 11'(' ;rre in the midst of a spiritual warfa re. 

II. How willthosc who 1ml strayed be helped by (a) develop­
ing hatred for bJdness? (b) seeking understanding? (c) being 
consistent in applying godly standards? (d) learning 10 consider 
the outcome of anything they pbn to do? (e) showing 10ving 
concern for o thers? 
12. (3) Awareness ofwhJt as to Satan and his methods will help 
to safeguard us? (b) What is needed 10 win in this fight? 
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OUT princi pal adversary is Satan the Devil, along with 
his demons. By every means possible he seeks to divert 
us from the vital Kingdom work that Jehovah has given 
us to do. His objective is to entice us to set aside 
Jehovah's standards, to become part of the world of 
which he is ruler. H is snares often appea l to norm;]] 
desires (for happiness, physical comfort, love and affec­
tion), but he urges us to give suc h desires a prominence 
that distorts their purpose or to satisfy them in improp­
er ways. Only by making full use of the spi r itual armor 
that God provides can we comc off winners in this 
fight for our spirituallives. -Ephes ians 6: 11 -18. 

1l Jesus said that if we would come to him aild take 
his "yoke," we wou ld find refreshment fo r our souls. 
(Matthew 11:29,30) Taking a "yoke" upon oneself 
means serving . But serving Jehovah in imitation of his 
Son brings true refreshment . How so? Because it brings 
real freedom . We no longer are slaves of sin, in bond­
age to it, doing things we know we should not do and 
perhaps wish we were not doing. (John 8:32, 34-36) If 
our Christian personality is built on Jesus Christ as the 
foundat ion, we will appreciate his role in Jehovah's 
purpose, we will listen to him and learn from him. He 
delighted to do his Father's will. We will learn to do 
that too . (John 4:34; Psalm 40 :8) Because of adhering 
to God's moral standards we will be able to enjoy a 
clean conscience. Instead of living only for self, we will 
experience the happiness that comes from giving. (Acts 
20;35) Life wil! come to have feal purpose for us. 
Above all, we will have the JOY of knowing that we 
have the approval of Jehovah himself, the Father of all 
who become his sons.~Proverbs 10:22. 

13. (<I) How C3n we find refreshmem for Qur souls? (b) Why 
does serving Jehovah in imitation of Christ really bring us 
happinessr 



SURVIVAL 22 
Do Not Long for What 

Was Left Behind! 

F ULFI LLMENT of Bible prophecy unmistakably 
shows th;1I we are today at the very threshold of God's 
glorious new system of things . Soon the wicked world 
wi ll be gone , and with it the heartache, the frustration 
and grief that it has caused . The ea rth will be trans· 
formed illl o a Paradise in which worshipers of the true 
God will be able to en joy perfect human life forever. 
Regarding the ce rtainry of his promises about these 
things, Jehovah s..1id to the apostle John: "Write, 
because these words are faithful and true." ( Revelat ion 
21: ]-5) Yet, st range thoug h it may seem, some persons 
who know these (rUlhs (urn back to the way of life of 
the world that God 5.:1yS he is going to destroy. How 
sad ! Why do they do it? 

1 When they fi rs t hea rd the good news about God's 
Kingdom and what it will do, they glad ly embraced it. 
But it is also important to press on to Ch ristian 
maturity, deepening one 's understanding of God's 
Word and see king ways to apply it fully in one's own 
life. ( Hebrews 6:l, II , 12) If lack of appreciat ion 
causes anyone to neglect doing this, he will not con· 
tinue to regard as precious the privilege of serving God. 
Such a person may become impatient for the physical 

1. (a) What bJes~ings lie immediately ahead for faith fu l ser' 
vants of God? (b) Yet, what h.ave some persons done? 
2. (a) To avoid such an outcome, what should a person do 
after first learning the truth? (b) If he fails 10 do this, what may 
dominate his thinking, and with what result? 
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blessings that God has promised, while faili ng to ap­
preciate his need for spiritual growt h and the impor­
tance of sharing as fully as possible in the preachi ng 
and disciple-making work that God has given us to do 
now. Satisfying desires fo r material possessions and for 
what appears to be fun may begin to take more and 
more of his time. He puts spi ritual interests in second 
place. Not all at once, but a little at a time. he 
gravi w es back in to the world.-I Timothy 6:9. 10. 

j A person may!<ly that he wants to su rvive into the 
"new ea rth ," to li ve in a world whe re right eousness 
dwells. But does his choice of associates back up what 
he says? Of cou rse , every day there is unavoidable 
contact with people who do not serve J ehovah-at 
work. at school, when shopping, even at home. But 
duri ng breaks at work, before and after school, when 
phoning or visiting friends, during t imes of recreation , 
whose company does he (booSt? Does it rea lly make a 
d ifference? The Bible caut ions: "Do not be misfrd. Bad 
associat ions spoil useful habits." (I Corinthians 15 :33 ) 
But what are "bad associations"? Does it make any 
difference that certain people do not worship Jehovah, 
that they simply do wha t seems right in their own eyes? 
On the basis of what we have already learned, we know 
that persons of that sari wi ll not su rvive into the "new 
ea rth. " Any who minimize Jehovah 's standards when 
choosi ng friends will soon find themselves back in the 
world that they once thought they were leaving be­
hind. But the warning examples recorded in the Scrip­
tures can protect us against such a course if we take 
them to heart.- I Corinthians 10:11. 

3. (a) Why is it dangerous to choose as friends persons who do 
not worship Jehova h? (b) When might ~ person easily find 
himself in relaxed association with such persons? 
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" WRITTEN FOR A WARNING TO US" 
4 W hen Jehovah deli vered Israel from slave ry in 

Egypt , what a rel ief it must have been for them! The 
cruel oppression they had experienced after the deat h 
of Joseph made Egypt seem li ke a hot fu rnace in to 
which they had been hurled. (Exodus 1:13, 14; Deu­
teronomy 4:20) But then Jehovah broug ht ten blows, 
o r plagues, on Egypt. The contrast between the true 
God and the gods of Egypt became evident. So. when 
Israel left the land, "a vast mixed compa ny" of non· 
Israelites went widl them. just as today the "great 
crowd" sepa rates itself from the world and associates 
with the remnant of spiritual Israel. (Exodus 12:38) 
But wha t hJPpcned in the camp soon after the Exodus? 

~ The Christian d isci ple Stephen explai ned: "In thei r 
hearts they turned Ixlck to Egy pt." This was only a few 
months ;Ifter their delive rance. (Acts 7:39, 40) What 
gave evidence of it? They made a golden calf- the sort 
of rh ing they were ,Iccustomed to in Egy pt-and 
declared they were having "a fest ival to Jehovah ." Bu t 
they were imitat ing the Egyptians. (Exodus 32: 1-6) 
Jehovah was severely displeased with them. Their can· 
duct was in direct conll ic! wit h the Law given at 
Mou m Sinai. Thousands lost their lives. W hy did it 
happen? Although they knew Jehova h 's command­
ments. they obviously had nor built up heart appreci­
ation fo r these and for the fact that the t rue God was 
in fact Icading them. 

4. <a) What kind of life did Isud have in Egypt 3fter the death 
of Joseph? (b) Why did "a vast mixed cOlllp~ny" join Israd 
when they were delivered from Egypt? (c) How has that 
prophetic drama been fulfilled in our day? 
5. (3 ) Shorlly after their ddiverJnce, how did Iher 'fUm oock 
to Egypt'? (b) Why did it happen? 
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b When they left Egypt, both Israel and the "mixed 
compa ny" that went with them knew it was the right 
thing to do. But after a year had passed they were not 
yet in the Promised Land; they d id not yet have homes 
in the "land flowing with mil k and honey." They all 
had ample to eat physica lly, and especially was there 
spiritual abundance. T he pillar of cloud and of fire gave ! 
constant evidence that Jehovah was leading them. At 
the Red Sea and at Mount Sinai they had seen awe­
inspiring evidence of Jehovah's power. T he Law cove-
nant gave them spiritual nou rishment and refreshment. 
It also provided much for them to dQ personally , 
showing them where they needed to adjust their con-
duct, their thjnking, their motives, so that these would 
be pleasing to Jehovah. But instead of appreciating all 
that Jehovah was doing fo r them, they began to long 
for the physical things they had in Egypt. Selfish 
longing led to ruin for many.-Numbers 11 :4-6, 
31-34. 

7 Shortly after this, Moses sent men to spy out the 
Promised Land. When they returned they all agreed 
that it was indeed "flowing with mi lk and honey." But 
ten of the spies were afraid of the people there and were 
intimidated by their fortified cities. They did not t rust 
in Jehovah with all their hea rt and they caused the 
heart s of others to quake with fear. Once again their 
thoughts went back to Egypt, and they spoke of plans 
to return there. For their lack of fai th, that entire 
generation 20 years of age and older eventually died in 

6. (a) What provisions did Jehovah make for Ihem in the 
wilderness? (I Corinthians 10:3,4) (b) Why did some begin to 
long for what they used to have in Egypt? 
7. (3) When the spies brought ba<;k their reporlS. why did the 
people speak of returning to Egypt? (b ) What was the outwme? 
(Hebrews 3:17,19) 
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the wilderness, never entering Ihe Promised Land. 
-Numbers 13:27-33 ; 14:1-4 ,29. 

' Over 400 years earlier, that same Jesson was high­
lighted in a different setting. Abraham's nephew Lot 
had taken up living in Sodam, a morally corrupt but 
materially prospe rous city. $0 gross was the immora li ty 
in Sodam and its district that Jehovah determined to 
destroy it, never to be built again. Angels were sent to 
deliver Lot and his househo ld. When Lot wa rned his 
prospective so ns-in -law , in their eyes "he seemed like a 
man who W,IS joking." But it was no joke. At dawn the 
angels hurried LO! and his family outside the city and 
\Old them to fl ee without looking back. Th eir lives 
depended on obedience . Lot and his two daughters did 
what they were lo ld and were spared . But Lot's wife 
evidentl y was rc luc l;mt 10 tear herself away from the 
materia l things being left behind. T urning to look 
back, she lost her li fc, becoming a pillar of sa lt . Have 
we persol1:1 li y taken to hC:! rI whM that means? So that 
we would not llliss the point, Jesus included it in a 
warning as to the urgency of flight from the old system 
in aUf day . It was when cau tio ning against being overly 
concerned about m;lterial possessions that he tersely 
said : " Remembe r the wife of Lat ." (Genesis 19 : 12-26; 
Luke 17 :3 1, 32) What ca n protect us against t he 
pitfalls that ensnared the Israel ites and Lot's wife? 

" R EACHI NG OUT FOR A BETTER P LACE" 
9 To avoid being influenced to look back, we need to 

cultivate inc reasi ng fa ith in what is ahead . Hebrews 

8. (a) For Lot and his fami ly to be spared when Sodom was 
dc5troyed, what did they have to do? ( b) Why was Lot's wife 
turned into:l pillar of salt? (c) What warning message does that 
contain fo r us? 
9. What is fai th. and how can we cultivau~ it? 
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11: 1 defi nes faith as "t he assured expectat ion of things 
hoped for, the ev ident demonstration of realities 
though not beheld." It is an assurance or a guarantee, 
like a title deed , that we will come into possession of 
what God has promised. Faith is based on powerful 
evidence, and as a result we have stro ng reasons for 
belief in that which can nOI be seen with the physica l 
eye. II is not credulity , or a readiness to believe simply 
because something sounds good. To have Teal faith, we 
must CJ rt' enough 10 become personally familiar with 
the evidence li1.ll is the basis for it. We also need to 

consider carefully how wl1Jt we are learning relates to 
OUf o wn lives :lIld 10 cul1ivate genuine beartfelt appre­
ciation fo r it. 

10 Abraham had such f'lith . As a resuit, at Jehova h's 
direction Abraham leCt behind the prosperous city of 
Ur in C h.lldea and moved infO dista nt Canaan, a land 
that h e had never see n before. There he li ved as an alien 
residcnt, not <l1faching himse lf for secu rit y to any of 
the city-kingdo ms. "He was await ing the city having 
real foundations [Jehova h's Messianic Kingdom]. the 
builder and maker of which city is God." If he had kept 
longing for the li fe in C haldea, he doubtless would 
have retu rned. Instead, he was "reaching out fo r a 
better place, th:1t is, one belonging to heaven. " ( He­
brews 11 :8-16) It was not for just a few years, or even 
tcn or twenty years, that Abraham reached out for that 
"better place." He conti nued to do so right down to 
his death, 100 years or more after he had left Ur. He 
did not simply say he had fai th; he showed it by his 
works. As a resuit his reward is assured. So certain is 
the prospect of a resurrection for him that, as Jesus 

10. (a) How did Ahrah;!ll1 give evidence of his fai th , and for 
how long? (b) How do we know that what he did was right ? 
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said, 'to God, Abraha m is living.'-Luke 20:37, 38; 
James 2: 18. 

I! But what about Abraham's son Isaac, and Isaac's 
son Jacob? They had never tasted the C haldean way of 
life. But they did not view this as a reason to find out 
for themselves what it was like. W hen they learned 
from their parents about Jehovah's promises they took 
these to heart . They cu ltiva ted fait h li ke Abraham's. 
They, too, were "reaching ou t for a better place ." God 
was not ashamed of them.-Hebrews 11:9, 16,20 ,21; 
Genesis 26:24, 25; 28:20-22. 

II On the other hand, Jacob's brother Esau did not 
appreciate spiritual things. He married women who 
were not worshipers of Jehovah. Instead of treasuring 
sacred things, he sold his birthrigh t for one meal. 
(Genesis 25 :29-3 4; 26:34, 35; Hebrews 12:14-17) He 
was a person who wanted· physical grat ificat ion now. 
Jacob's daughte r, Dinah, also got into serious difficul­
ty. Why? Because she liked to associate with the pagan 
"daughte rs of the land. "-Genesis 34: I, 2. 

11 If, li ke Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, you are really 
"reachi ng ou t for a better place," for life under Jeho­
vah's Messianic Kingdom , do not allow yourself to be 
drawn back into the world. Remember, the world 
offers no lasting future. "But he tha t does the will of 
God remains fo rever." And what a richly sa tisfying life 
that will be!-I John 2:17. 

I J. How did Isaac and Jacob show that they, toO, hJd raith? 
12. What led Esau and Dinah into serious difficuhies~ 
13. (a) What is li re re'llly like ror people who are part or the 
world today~ (b) What will safeguard us against being drawn 
back into it? 
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"You Have Need 

of Endurance" 

T HOSE who have made Jehovah their confidence are 
the most genuinely happy people on earth today. Tbey 
know where the very best counsel on how to cope wit h 
problems of life can be found-in God's own Word. 
They arc nOI fe:lrful as they look to the future, because 
they know wh:1I Cod's purpose is for this earth . (Jere­
miah [7:7,8; Ps: ill11 46: I, 2) Nevertheless, the apostle 
Paul wrote to (ellow Christi,lns: "You have need of 
endurance, in order Ih:lI, aft er you have done the will 
of God, you lll.1 y receive the fu lfi ll ment of the prom­
ise." ( Hebrews 10:36) Wh,1I is it that gives rise to this 
need for cndur,1nce? 

l Before his own death, Jesus alerted his apost les to 
what lay aheld, s:lying: "[f you were part of the world, 
the world would be fo nd of what is its own. Now 
because YOll arc no part of Ihe world, but I have chosen 
you Ollt of the world , on this account the world hates 
yOll . Bea r in mind the word I s;lid to you, A slave is 
not greate r than his master. If they have persecuted me, 
they will persecute you also; if they have observed my 
word , they will observe yours also. But they will do all 
these things against you all account of my name, 
because they do not know him that sent me." (John 
15:19-21) How true that has proved to be! 

J. (a) Why are Jehovah's Witnesses truly happy people? 
(b) BUl what counsel at Hebrews 10:36 applies to all of us? 
2. Why would Jesus' disciples need endurance? 
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3 Jesus' followers are objects of hostility because they 
live in the midst of a world that rejects what real 
Christianity represents. Christ means "Anointed One. n 

Jesus Christ is the one anointed by Jehovah to be King, 
ruling the entire earth . Thus when Jesus said that his 
disciples would be persecuted 'on account of his name,' 
he meant that the persecution would be because of 
their adhering to him as Jehovah's Messianic King, 
because of their obeying Christ ahead of any earthly 
ruler, because of their loyally adhering to his Kingdom 
and not becoming involved in the affairs of human 
governments. Jesus added that the opposition would be 
because the persecutors "do not know him that sent 
me "-that is, they refuse to recognize Jehovah God as 
Universal Sovereign. (Compare Exodus 5:2.) Who is 
the chief instigator of this persecution? Satan the 
Devil. - Revela tion 2: 10. 

4 Especially since Satan was cast out of heaven fol­
lowing the birth of Jehovah 's Messianic Kingdom in 
1914, the pressure upon true Christians has intensified. 
Do not underestimate it. There is all -out warfa re on the 
part of the Devil and his demons against all who have 
taken their stand on the side of God's Kingdom in the 
hands of Jesus Christ. Concerning this, Revelation 
12: 17 states: "And the dragon [Satan the Devil) grew 
wrathful at the woma n [God's heavenly wifelike orga­
nization), and went oR-" to wage war with the remaining 
ones of her seed [the spirit-anointed followers of Christ 

3. (a) How is it 'on acCOunt of Jesus' name' that his disciples 
are persecuted? (b) In what sense do persecutors "not know" the 
One who sent Jesus? (c) Who is chiefly responsible for the 
persecution? 
4. (a) How does the fulfillment of Revelation 12:17 affect our 
lives? (b) What is Satan's objective? 
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on earth I, who observe the commandments of God and 
have the work of bearing witness to Jesus." The "other 
sheep," toO, find themselves in the thick of the fight. 
By cun ning means, Satan endea vors to entice or force 
them to quit obeying the commandments of God . He 
wants to weaken and then completely destroy their 
spiritunlity. H is objective is to silence the proclamation 
regarding Jesus as Jehovah 's Messianic King. But in this 
spiritua l w:u farc IOy31 servants of God are coming oft" 
vicTor iolls. 

HOW SHOULD CHRISTIANS REACT? 
s Mnny govcrn nwlll onlci.l ls recog nize that Jeho­

vah's Witnesses ,He I,l\v-,lbiding persons and that they 
exercise a wholesom e influ ence in the community . 
Nevertheless. ,111 hUIll,1Il gOvel"llnleIHS are part of Sa­
tan 's world sy~ l l' rn o f' Ihill l:i~ . (I Jo hn 5: 19; Revelation 
13:2) So il should cume :1 .~ no surprise when some 
governments pro hibit the meel il1gs of those who wor­
sh ip the trLl e God, ban (h eir Bible lilerature, forbid 
their preaching about God's Kingdom, yes, even im­
prison :1 l1d physica ll y abuse them. If' you personally 
come under such pressure , what will you do? 

6 The :lpostks of Jesus Christ were respectful of 
government oHicials. When persecuted, they did not 
retaliate. But wh en ordered to stop doing what God 
commanded, they firmly replied: "We must obey God 
as ruler Tather than men ." (Acts 5:29; Romans 12:19; 
1 Peter 3:15) Even when their lives were threatened, 

5. What actions have governments taken against Jehovah's 
Witnesses? 
6. (a) What attitude should we have toward government 
officials? (b) But what are we firmly resolved to do? (c) Even 
though persecuted, how can we continue to Ix: happy? 
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fear of death did not make them compromise. They 
knew they were serving "the God who raises up the 
dead ." (2 Corinthians 1:9; Hebrews 2:14, IS) Though 
persecuted, they were happy-happy because they 
knew they were pleasing God, happy to have the 
opportunity to share in the vindication of his name 
and to prove their loyalty to his anointed King. (Acts 
5:41, 42; Matthew 5; 11, 12) Is that the kind of person 
you are? Do you openly identify yourself with those 
who aTC undergoing such experiences? E'bed-me]'ech 
was one who did not fearfu lly hold bac.k. Who was he? 

? E'bed-mel'ech was a God-fearing Ethiopian who 
lived in Jerusalem during the period leading up to its 
destruction by the Babylonians. He was employed in 
the household of King Zedekiah. At that time Jeremiah 
was serving as a prophet of Jehovah to the Kingdom 
of Judah and surrouilding nations. Because he uncom­
promisingly delivered God's message of warning, he 
became an object of intense persecution. At the insti­
gation of certain princes in Jerusalem, he was even 
thrown into a cistern to sink into the mire and die. 
Although E'bed-mel'ech was a non-Israelite, he recog­
nizedJeremiah as being Jehovah's prophet. Upon hear­
ing what had been done, E'hed-mcl'ech promptly 
sought out the king at the gate of the city to intercede 
on Jeremiah's behalf. Acting on the king's orders, he 
quickly got 30 men, as well as ropes and old rags . He 
directed Jeremiah to put the rags under his armpits to 
ease chafing from the ropes, and then they hoisted the 
prophet out of the cistern.-Jeremiah 38:4-13. 

7. (a) Who was E'bed-mel'ech, and why is he of interest to us 
now? (b) When he heard that Jeremiah had been thrown into 
a miry cistern, what action did E'bed-mel'ech take, and why? 
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a E'bed-mel'ech was understandably worried about 
what the princes might do to him because of his 
frustrating their plOI , but his concern was outweighed 
by his respect for Jehovah's prophet and his own trust 
in God. As ;J resu lt, Jehovah assured E'bed-mel'ech 
through Jeremiah: "' Here I am bringi ng true my words 
upon th is city for cal :unity and not for good, and they 
will certainl y happen before you in that day, And I will 
deliver you in t],,11 d:lY,' is the utterance of Jehovah, 
'and yOll will n OI lx' giyen inlO the hand of the men 
of whom you yourself :l f C sCJrcd. For I shall without 
fail furn ish you .111 e\c.lpc. :lrId by Ihe sword you will 
not fa ll ; ,111£1 yOll lI'illlcn.linly corne 10 have your soul 
as a spoi l, because you h,lye tru l/ led in me,' is the 
utterance of Jehoy.lll . "- j ercmi,lh 39: 16- J 8. 

, I-low preciom I h.1t promi"C i~ to Jehov.11l 's servants 
t()(tlY! Like E'bcd-mcl 'cdl, the ~othe r ~hcep" sec the 
injust ices done 10 the lIlodern -d,I Y jcrcmi.lh cl.1SS, the 
anoin ted remn,1I1l, ,1Ilel the e{forh 1Il.leie to stop their 
prcach ing of Jehov.lh \ llle\~lge. TI K'y h,lve nOI hesitat­
ed to take whatever .Iu ion Ihey could to ~;tfcguard and 
support I he anointed cl.IS<. Right Iy, t hererore, j eho­
va h 's promise to E'hcd -IlIc1 'ech strellgthens them, for­
tifying their conJidcncc th.1I God will nOI allow oppos­
ers to dest roy thelll bllt th,H He will preserve them as 
3 class through the impending world destruction into 
His righteous "new c.wh." 

10 Not all who walk in the footsteps of Jesus Christ 

8. WI''IJt r~JS5uring promise did Jehovah send 10 E'btd'md'~ch. 
and why? 
9. (a) How hav~ the ~Olh~r sh~ep~ been like E'bed-md'~ch? 
(b) So, what does Jehovah's promise to E'bed-mel'ech mean to 
th~ "other sheep~ lo(by ? 
10. In what Jreas of life do Christians ~xperi~nce persecution? 
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are threatened with imprisonment, but all do expen­
fnet' persecution in one way or another. (2 Timothy 
3: 12) Thousands of Christian wives, and husbands, 
have for many years faithfully endured intense oppo­
sition right in their own homes. Children, too, because 
of their desire to serve Jehovah, have been disowned by 
parents. (Matthew 10:36-38) Christian youths may 
also encounter persecution at school; older persons, at 
their places of employment. All of Jehovah's Witnesses 
get a taste of it as they share in witnessing publicly 
about God's Kingdom. To all such, Jesus' words apply: 
"By endurance all your pari you will acquire your 
souls . "~Luke 21:19. 

II For not a few, there aTC other situations that put 
them to the test. They may have a serious illness, one 
that robs life of much of its joy. Or, perhaps they are 
confronted with vef}~ difficult economic conditions. It 
may be that, at times, the comments of close compan­
ions are unfair and unkind. In the case of the patriarch 
Job, Satan used all these means in an effort to break his 
integrity. How will we react if we find ourselves in 
similar situations?-James 5: II. 

12 On the other hand, what if we personally find very 
little favorable response to our e(forts to witness about 
Jehovah's purposes? That, too, calls for endurance. 
Remember, during all the years that Noah preached 
before the Flood, only his wife and sons and their 
wives joined him in serving Jehovah . All the rest of 
mankind "took no note." (Matthew 24:39) Similarly, 
today, the majority 'take no note.' In some areas, 

JI. (3) What other situations present a severe test to many? 
(b) Who else experienced these things, and why? 
12. (3) Why did Noah especially need endurance in his 
ministry? (b) How h3S the situation been similar in our day? 
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however, where once there was little favorable response 
to th e Kingdom message, now there is an abundant 
harvest of worshipers of the true God. Happy are those 
who endured the years of indifference or outright 
opposition and are now sharing in th is splendid ingath­
ering! 

'HAPPY THOSE WHO KEEP ON ENDURING' 
U To avoid losi ng out on the marvelous prospect of 

life jn the "new ea rth ," it is vital to keep clearly in 
focus the great issue confronting all creation-the issue 
of univt'fs:1 1 sovereignt y. Are we uncompromisingly on 
Jehov:1h's side? Do we full y ,Ipprcci:lte that there are 
only two sides, d u t there is no midd le ground? If we 
are not going to be c,tsu.1 ltics in Ihis war, we need to 
recogni ze th:1I both host ility and enticement are meth­
ods used by S.II.ltl to brc,lk ou r illt('gri!y, to ca use us to 
quit obeying God , \0 I llI'l1 us ,[side from the vital work 
of be:lring witne\s to t he Me~si,tl1ic Kingdom.-I Peter 
5:8, 9; M,l rk 4; !7- !9. 

14 We must ;llso ('uJ li v,IIC complete rel iance on Jeho­
vah. How foolish it wou ld be 10 try in our own 
st reng lh ,llone 10 avoid Ihe subtle sna res of a superhu ­
man foe! BUI if we Irust in Jehovah with all our heart, 
then when we undergo hardship and face temptation 
we will Jr,lw closer to him. (Ephesians 6;10, II; 
Proverbs 3;5 , 6) Jehovah does not force us to go in a 
certain way. He will not lead us against our will. But 
jf we turn to his Word for guidance, pray 10 him for 
strength and stay close to his organization, he will 

13. (3) To keep on enduring, what mUSI we keep in focus? 
(b) W!ldt do we need to recognize 3S to Satan's methods? 
14. {al Wh3t relationship must we cuhiv3le, and with whom? 
(b) How will he help us? 
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direct our steps. And he will fortify us with renewed 
evidence of his own unfailing love .- Romans 8:38, 39. 

U The hardships and temptations that you undergo 
will put you to the test. Whom do you put first in your 
li fe? Satan's contention is that all of us are mainly 
concerned about self. Most people arc like that. Jesus 
Christ was different. Are you? Have you learned to put 
first the magnifying of Jehovah's name? If so, then, 
instead of evading situations that test your faith, you 
will be able to meet them squarely, praying to Jehovah 
to give you the wisdom to use these to honor him. The 
tribulat ion that you undergo will produce endurance; 
end urance because of your love for Jehovah will ca ll 
forth his approval. "Happy is the man that keeps on 
enduring tria l, because on becoming approved he will 
receive the crowil of bfe, which Jehovah promised to 
those who continue loving him."-James 1:2-4. 12; 
Romans 5:3, 4. 

16 It is not enough merely to Slart OUI in Jehovah's 
serv ice o r to endure for a short while. We are in a race, 
and the prize goes to those who cross the fi nish line. 
Happy will all those be who are sti ll exerting them­
selves with their eyes firmly fixed on the prize when 
this old system crashes in ruins! What glorious pros­
pects then await them!-Hebrews 12:1-3; Matthew 
24,13. 

15. (a) Who should come first in OUf Ijves~ (b) How shou ld 
we view situations that test our faith? 
16. What goal should we be reaching out to attain? 
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The Countdown Nears 
Its Zero Hour! 

B ACK in 1947, scient ists devised a "doomsday 
clock." It appears o n the cover of The Bulletin of the 
Alomic ScienliJlJ and is used to dramatize how perilous­
ly close they believe the world is to nuclear annihila­
tion. Repeatedly the hands of that "clock" have been 
movC'd-sometimes forwa rd, so metimes back, depend­
ing on how dangerous the internatio ll:ll situation was 
perceived to be. Early in 1984 those hands were ad­
vanced to three minutes before midnight. Should they 
reach midnigh t, it wou ld mean Ihal dreaded nuclear 
war had begu n. 

1 But it was some 6,000 years ago that Jehovah God 
began a countdow n tha t has moved irresist ibly forwa rd , 
neve r turning back. In that countdown the zero hour 
is the time that God has set fo r the vindicat ion of his 
sove reignty, upon which the peace and well-being of 
all t he universe depend. He has openly stated his 
purpose and provided time markers tha t enable us to 
discern its progress. Immediately fo llowing the rebel­
lion in Eden, Jehova h promised that he would bring 
fo rt h f rom his "wo man ," his organiza tion of loyal 
spirit crea tures, a "seed" that wou ld bruise Satan, "the 
original serpent ," in the head and finally crush him out 
of existence forever. (Genesis 3:15 ; Revelation 12:9; 
Roma ns 16 :20) How lovers of righteousness long for 
that t ime! 

I. According to prominent scientists, how close is "doomsday"? 
2. When did Jehovdh begin his countdown , and what will its 
zero hour mean? 

'83 
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J At God 's appointed time, foretold long in advance, 
the promised "seed," the Messiah, God's own Son, 
appeared on eart h. As a resounding answer to Satan's 
defiant cha llenge, Jesus maintained perfect godly devo­
tion right down to deat h. And by his death as a sinless 
human he also provided the means to redeem Adam's 
offspring from sin and death. Thus the basis was laid 
fo r eventually 'breaking up the works of the Devil.' 
- 1 John 3:8; Daniel 9:25; Galatians 4:4, 5. 

4 While Jesus was still o n earth, he began to gather 
men and women who would become joint heirs wi th 
him in his heavenly Kingdom. Just 144,000 chosen, 
tested and loya l ones would be included. As the time 
fo r the gathering of the final members of this group 
arrived, "rulership and dignity and kingdom" were 
conferred upon Jesus himself in heaven. (Daniel 
7: 13, 14 ) Right on schedule, in 1914, he went into 
act ion as ruling King. Satan and his demons were 
promptly hurled out of heaven, this act cleansing the 
seat of government. (Revelation 12:7-12) The present 
world system had entered its fina l days. 

S The countdown that has proceeded for some six 
millenniums now nea rs its zero hour. So close is it that 
people who were alive in 1914, and who are now well 
along in years, will not all pass off the scene before the 
thrilling events marking the vindication of Jehovah 's 
sovereignty come to pass .- Mark 13:30. 

3. (a) What shows that the coming of the Messiah was 
carefully timed? (b) For what was the basis then laid? 
4. (a) What group did Jesus begin to g.lther while he was on 
earth? (b) In harmony with the divine schedule, when did 
Christ begin to rule as King? (e) What was one of the first 
actions he took? 
5. Who will be aJive to witness the vindication of Jehovah's 
sovereignty? 
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6 Other loyal servants of God , tOO, will be on hand 
to wi tness rhe events of that grea t day. Especially 
beginning in 1935, when the identity of the "g reat 
multitude," or "great crowd," was dearly understood, 
large numbers of these began to man ifes t themselves . 
At first there were hundreds, then thousands, later 
hundreds of thousa nds, and now there are millions 
spread around the globe. God's infallible Word depicts 
this group as 'coming out of the grea t tribulation,' 
being survivors of it, li vi ng right on into God's New 
Order wit hOI!! evcr having to die. (Revelat io n 7:9, 10, 
14; John! I :26) The e.lrly mcmbers of this group are 
now in th eir 60 's o r 70's or older. Jehov:lh did not 
allow the ing.lIhering of Ihis group to begin too soon . 
The "great crowd." ilH:iuding rn:1I1y of the ea rliest 
members thereof, will surv ive inlO the "new eart h. " 

7 The hope of the ';gn:at crowd" will not be thwarted 
by :11ly nucl e.lf ho lot.l u~t tlw wou ld destroy all man­
kind. With good re. l ~on they arc optimistic and coura­
geous. As the evenlS of the "last days" have unfolded, 
they have w.l1 ched thelll with kee n :lIll"icipation, apply­
ing to themselves Jesu s' counsel: "Ra ise you rselves 
erecl and li ft your heads up, beG1USe your deliverance 
is geuing nc.lr." ( Luke 2 1:28) But during the remain­
ing time bcfore that deliver.mce, further events of 
world-s haking sig nifi cance are to occur. 

EVENTS YET AHEAD 
8 Pointing to one of these, the apostle Pau l wrote: 

6, 7. (a) WhJt fac ts about the "great crowd~ indicate that the 
greal tribulation must be very dose? (b) Why do they look to 
Ihe future with keen anticipation? 
8. (3) What very significant event foretold at 1 Thessalonians 
5:3 is yet to come? (b) Many years ago, how was the stage set 
for this? (c) In recent years, what gre.1! pressure has there been 
to assure world peace? 
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"Whenever it is that they are saying; 'Peace and secu­
rity !' then sudden destruction is to be instantly upon 
them just as the pang of distress upon a pregna nt 
woman; and they will by no means escape." (1 Thes­
sa lonians 5:3) What fo rm that proclamation wili take 
remains to be seen. But it is noteworthy that the stage 
was set SOOI1 after the world entered the "last days." In 
1919 the purpose of the League of Nations was de­
clared to be the achieving of "peace and security." 
After World War U, the Charter of the United Nations 
again set forth "peace and security" as the principal 
goa l of that international body. It has not achieved that 
objective. However, in recent yea rs people of all walks 
of li fe have shared in giga ntic public demonstrations in 
many lands, urging the world 's leade rs to put a stop to 
all production, testing and deployment of nuclea r 
weapons. They wam assurance of world peace and are 
terrified at what th ey believe the alternative to be. 

j Whether as a result of this or some other initiative, 
human leaders will soon make a very sign ificant proc­
lamation of "Peace and security!" It will be o nly a 
veneer. But those who endorse it will be declaring that 
they have attained their goal by their ow n means, 
without the need of God's Kingdom . At this repudia­
t ion of Jehovah's sovereignty, "sudden destruction is 
to be instantly upon them." 

to Events will move sw iftl y. Babylon the Great. the 
world empire of fa lse religion , will be desolated by her 
fo rmer political lovers. Already, rulers have become 
keenly aware that rel igion is an ag itating force that has 
provoked hatred, bloodshed and war around the globe. 

9. Why will sudden destruction come upon those endorsing 
tliat fo retold procblllation of ~ Peace and secu ri ty~? 
10. How is {he situation already slMping up fo r the dest ruction 
of Babylon {he Great? 
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Politi cians arc getting tired of being pressured by the 
clergy. In much of the world, attendance at places of 
worship has gre:uly decreased. An atheistic outlook, 
whether bl:II :1I1t o r vei led, dictates public opinion. 
Also, many member cou ntries of the United Nations 
have stro ng :l1ltirdigious policies. When Jehovah's own 
appointed hour arrives for the execution of judgment, 
he will pefmit Jl l(' poli tical ru lers, in a sweeping inter­
natiol1 :1 1 move. 10 lUi'll against Babylon the Great 
and com pletel y de~ t roy her. - Revelat ion 17: 15, 16; 
19, 1,2. 

II [l1lo:< ic;1l ed by t 11.11 victory ,mc! ~oaded on by their 
invisible fu ler. S.It.11l the Devil. the nations will then 
at\:1ck Jellov,lh ':. 0 1','11 f,Lilhfu l witnesses in the earth. 
( Ezekiel 38 : 14-16 ) The (,Ict Ih;lI these are peaceable, 
law-:1 bid ing I>cople who do not meddle in politics or 
bear rcspo l1 ,i bili ty fo r W,I T will be given no cons ide r­
ation. The lI.ltio l1\ will dCI11,lnd IOt:11 support, worship 
of the polil ie;1 1 'y,tcnI . SUI when they move to crush 
Jehoy,lll \ vi ~ ible OI'!;. llI iz,lf io ll , God will act decisively 
in behalf 0 1 11I ~ Icy,lI 'trv,mI S, rescuing them. The 
:1rmies of heaven will lompletcly annihilate every ves­
tige o f S,lt.ln·~ v i ~ ibl e org.11li z.lIion, destroying all who 
cling to it. Then. Iht .Irchcnemy , Satan the Devil 
himself, wi ll be ~e i zcd and completely put out of 
operat ion fo r ,I Iho ll .'),lIlcl years, during which all the 
effects of his vile influence will be completely removed 
and the e:1rth will be Ir,lI1sfonned into a Paradise. After 
thOlt, Satan will be released for a short period of time, 
to test restored m;mki nd . All humans that choose to 
follow him will be :1nnihilated, togeth er with Satan and 
his demons.- Revelation 19: 19-21; 20; 1-3, 7- 10. 

II. (a) Againsl whom wilt the nations turn next? (b) To what 
further events wilt that lead ? 
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USHERED INTO A SPLENDID "NEW EARTH" 
12 With the fear-ins piring eve nts of the end of the 

present world behind them and the Mi llennia] Reign of 
Christ before them. the favored survivors on earlh will 
be fi lled with intense gratitude as they ra ise their voices 
in than ks to Gocl. With heartfelt depth of feel ing the 
"grea t crowd" will cry out with a loud voice: "Salva­
t ion we owe to our God [Jehovah I, who is seated on 
the throne, and to the Lamb !Jesus Christ I." And all 
arGad's loya l heave nly organizat ion, moved by appre­
ciation of the grand significa nce of these events, will 
join with them in worship, S<lying : "Amen! The bless­
ing and the glory and the wisdom and the thanksgiv ing 
and the honor and the power and the strength be 
to our God fo rever and ever. Amen."-Revelation 
7, 10-12. 

IJ All mankind will at last form a united huma n 
society that honors the true God, "a new earth" under 
"a new heaven" that gives expression to Jehovah's 
lov ing sovereignty. Using delightfu l symbolism, the 
final book of the Bible depicts the marvelous benefits 
that will flow to mankind then as being "a river of 
water of life, dear as crystal, flowing out from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb" down the middle of 
the broad way of the heavenly New Jerusalem. Along 
the ban ks o f this river are "trees of life" that produce 
fruit to sustain those who eat it and leaves fo r the 
curing of the nations. Represented he re is the entire 
provision made by God fo r hea ling and sustain ing 
believing, obedient mankind and enabling them to 
enjoy eternal life through Jesus Christ.-Revelat ion 
2 U , 2; 22 , 1, 2. 

12. (a) To whom wi ll the "great crowd" ascribe their deliver­
ance? (b) Who will join them in praising God? 
13. How does the Bible depict the provision made 10 SuSllin 
and heal mankind? 
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I~ Condit ions then prevailing on earth will be re­
freshingly different from anything that the o ld world 
has ever produced. Through application of the benefits 
of Christ's sacrifice and by means of education in the 
will of God, obedient ones, including those resurrected 
from the dead, will be freed from every trace of sin and 
will be helped to progress physically, mentally, emo­
tionally and spiritually until they attain to perfection. 
Instead of producing the divisive "works of the flesh," 
everyone will learn to produce abu ndantly such godly 
fruitage as love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, 
goodness, f,lith, mildness and self-control. (Galatians 
5:19-23) With such a spirit prevailing, the earth's 
produce will be used to supply generously the needs of 
all mankind. Life will take on greater richness of 
mean.ing than ever before as mankind wo rk together to 
fulfill the Creator's original purpose for this earth and 
its in habitants. 

I~ In joyful antic ipation of all of this, God 's spirit 
and the bride of Chrisl now extend an earnest invita­
tion to people everywhere, saying: "'Camel' And let 
anyone hearing say: 'Cornel' And let anyone thirsting 
come; let anyone that wishes take life's water free." 
(Revelation 22: 17) Now, therefore, is no time simply 
to wait until the countdown to Jehovah's great day 
reaches its zero hou r at the great tribu lation. Having 
accepted the gracious invitat ion to "take life's water 
free," you now have the privilege to extend that 
invi tation to others . It is a t ime for zealous activity on 
the part of all whose eager desire is to be survivors into 
God's splendid "new earth ." 

14. In what ways will conditions in the "new earth" be different 
from those in the world today? 
IS. (a) What appealing invitation is already being extended 10 
humankind? (b) So, what should we individuJlly be doing? 



Prophetic Patterns and Descriptions 
of People Now Uvlng Who Will Inherit 
the Earthly Realm of God's Kingdom 

Foreshadowed by the fol/owlng 
groups Or IndMdvals : (1) Noah's 
sons and daughters-In-law (Gene­
sis 6-9). (2) Lot and his daugh­
ters (Genesis 19). (3) Joseph's ten 
repen tan t hall b rothers (Gerlesia 
37. 42-4 5). (4) Famine-stricken 
Egyptians who sold I hemsel~es to 
Joseph (Genesis 41 ; 47 :13-26). 
(5) Mixed company that lell 
Egypt with Israel (E ~odus 12 :38). 
(6) Twelve non-Levite tribes olls­
fsa t on Atonement Day (Levi ticlis 
16: MaUhew 19:28). (7) Alien res­
Idents in Israel (leviticuS 19:34). 
(8) Hobab the brother -in-law 
01 Moses (Numbers 10:29-32). 
(9) Rahab of Jericho (Joshua 
2,6) ( 10) Gibeonites who SOl.Ight 
peace with Israel (Joshua 9, 10) 
(1 1) Jael Ihe wile of Heber Ihe 
Kenile (Judges 4, 5). (12) Jona­
than son of King Saul (1 Samuel 
18; 23'18, 17). (13) Foreignars 
who fought along wilh David 
(2 Samuel 15'18-22). (14) Oueen 
01 Sheba (1 Kings 10), (15) Naa­
man cleansed of leprosy (2 Kings 
5). (18) Jehonadab Ihe son 
01 Rechab (2 Kings 10: 15-28). 
(17) Foreigners who prayed to­
ward Jehovah's temple (2 Chroni­
cles 8:32, 33). (18) Nethinim and 
sons of non-Israelite servants of 
Solomon (Ezra 2. 8), (19) Recha­
bites (Jeremiah 35). (20) Ebed­
melech the Ethiopian (Jeremiah 
38: 39:18-18). (21) Repenlant 
Nine~l l es (Jonah 3) 

Ing In his paths (Isaiall 2:2-4). 
(7) Nations tllallurn InQuiringly to 
the Signal (Isaiah 11 ; 10). (8) Na­
l ions Ihal come out 01 darkness 
(Isaiah 49:6, 9, 10), (9) Nation not 
praviously known (Isalsh 55:5). 
(10) Foreigners ministering 10 Je­
hovah and lOVing his name (Isaiah 
58:6). (11) "Wealthiness 0: the 
sea," "resources 01 the nations," 
those that come 'flying hka a cloud 
01 doves' (Isaiah 60:5, 6 , 81, 
(12) Si rangers that shepllerd Is­
raers ffocks, foreigners thai are 
Its fsrmers and vlnedressers (1sa­
ian 61 :5). ( 13) Theaa marked In 
forellead by man with secretary's 
inkhorn (Ezakiel 9). (141 Parsons 
who call on the name of Jehovah 
and get away sate on his fear ­
Inspiring day (Joel 2:32), (15) De­
sirable things 01 all nations (Hag­
gai 2:7). (18) Nations Ihal become 
"joined t o JehovB~' (Zechariah 
2:11). (17) ·Tan man w~o lake 
hold of skirt 01 a Jew' (Zecharlall 
8:23). (18) Nat ions to whom King 
speaks paace (Zechariah 9 : 10), 
( 19) "Sheep" who dO good to 
King 's bro tllers (Matthew 25: 
31-46) (20) Repentant prodigal 
son (Luka 15: 11-32). (21) "Olh­
er sheep" who listen to the Fine 
Shepllerd's voica (John \0: 16) 
(22) Pelsons who exerCise faith in 
Christ and "never die at all" (John 
11 :28). (23) Creation Ihal will be 
freed from enslavement to corrup­
lion and have gloriOUS Ireedom 
01 chIldren 01 God (Romans 8 , 
20,21). (24) Those of tile world 
who gain aver las ting lile becausa 
they exercisa faith in God's Son 
(1 Jolin 2:2: John 3 : 16, 36) 
(25) "Great crowd" that serva day 
and night In Jehovah'a tampla 
(Revelat ion 7:9-17), (26) A,,,yone 
drinkIng life's water and IIlmaelf 
sayin9 to others, "Camel" (Revela­
tion 22: 17). 

Additionally, described pro­
ph"tically as follows: (1) Faml­
(les 01 the ground that bless them­
sel~es by means 01 Abraham 
through his seed (Genesis 12 :3: 
22: t8), (2) Nations tha t are glad 
with Jehovah's people (Deuteron­
omy 32:43). (3) Righteous ones, 
thosa hoping in Jeho~ah (Psalm 
37:9, 29). (4) Virgin companions 01 
tha bride (Psalm 45: 14), (5) Up­
right and blameless ones (Pro~­
arbs 2:21). (6) Nations 

The above are only the ones that are 
discussed or referred to in this book. 

being taugh t 81 Jeho­
vah's house and walk-
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