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TO AIL BODIES OF ELDERS

Dear Brothers:

.. Reports coming Lo the Society on territory coverage indicate
that it is becoming increasingLy diff icult to gain entrance into
apartment conpl-exes and condonj.niums. In sone places leqal suits
have been thleatened if the brothers continue t6 enter b;i1dings.
Often methods used to avoid detection while working buildings have
resul-ted in poor relations with the managenent as lhey are ioncerned
about security. How can qre reach these people with the good news
and at the sane time show respect for the dlff icult task placed
upon nanagers and superj-ntendents ? (Matt. 10:16) Herein are sone
suggestj"ons that might prove helpfu].

In high Eecurity apartments and condominium6 there are generalty
rrgrd rule6 about any kind of door-to-door activity, Managers
and superintendents nust answe! to a board of direitors foi security.
So they ask us to leave even though they rnay not personally be oppoied
to our wark, When lhis is done we should irunediatelv leave as !e-
quested Eince ref,using to do so could be considered irirninal trespass
and reguJ-t in arest and climinaL conviction.

Sone progress has been nade with nanagers of these conplexes by
atranging fgr representati.ves of the congregation to approach the
nanagers or supelintendents personaLl-y in a kindly way, explaining
the nature of, our work and seeking thei! assistance so we can rn some
vray coNnunicate with the tenants. How has this been acconplished?

Decoru.n and approach play an inportant role. Vthen approaching
these nen i-t is best to be positive but resDectful. If the reaction
is unfavorable, it is best lo acknowledqe oi uqt.e to the extent
possible anal express etnpathy for the job he ha; in keeping the
building secure and safe from stranqers. It nay brinq a more
favorabLe response if we offer to airange for one mariied couple to
come once a week o! do onLy a fevr doors at a tine and check in with
the office bef,ore entering and when leaving. If i t is xequesteil,
there is no objection to asking publishers sritnessing in the buildj.ng
to wea! an identif i.cauion badqe. If concessions ate maale to all-ow
limited door-to-doot visits, it would be qood to establish a certain
specified tine that' visits wil l be made s6 the superintentent knows
i{then to expect. those who nil l  be irorking in the building, It nould
aLso be good for the ones chosen to becone personally acquainted
with the management and/or superintendenL.
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If there are no concessions nade for nakj-ng doo!-to-door visits'
there are other things that can be done to leach the people' Many
have allowed us to L;3ve fitetature at regular intervafs in the
lobby or laundry roori- or to post an announcenent on the information
boari about our Bj.ble study irogram with information as to who can be
contacteal. In some exclus-ive apartment buitdings where there is
closed circuit television. use of this has been pelrnitted for an-
nouncenents. Where there is a door man or j-ntercon systen. sone
have allowed titnited use of the intercon or for the couple to be
announceal by the door man.

who should be chosen for this special work? Because of the
nature of the contacts with the managernent, it is important to choose

the right pelsons to meet these individuals and reptesent the cong-
i."aci6". Thev should be business-Iike in appearance' discernj-ng
;;e-;;;t tu.l i i 'r, those who are capable of deveLopinq a good

t.i"t. ioit"rrip with supervisory personnel. Tvo sisters or a narrie' l

couple ofte; have rnoie succeis- than one or two brothels' The type

oi 
'peopfe 

tiving in the building should also be taken into con-

"ial.uiiott. 
Foi exarnp]e, i i  tn6 uuiraing has many. senior cit izens'

older brothers and si;ters might not be vieited wi-th concern as a
possible threat to securrty.

The society has tested these methods in a nurnber of cit ies
in the United siates and the results have been encoulaging' one

Uio i i re r  sa ia ,  "80-85 t  o f  a i t  se .o r i t y  bu i ld ings  tha t  had bar red

o,ri entrance granted sone kind of concession.. ' Another brother

told us of a sister who wa; toLd by the nanagement that she could

write letters or use the enterphon; on the outside of the building'

she r.rrote a brief fetter oi-iniroduqtion for herself ' she nailed
copies of this lette! to about f ive residents in the buildlng each

""it. 
gft"t a few days' along with another sister' she made a

p. i ionu : -  caL l  on  each- res ident  iden t i f y ing  herse l f  as  the  wonan

iono h.a writgen earlier. in"-"i"c"t" iver6 invited ln about 508 of

the tine and had sone good experiences. so, there is much that

;;; ;;-J.;" to reactr p6opre i i high securitv apartmenLs and condo-

^ i " i " . " .  i t  w i t t  reqo i rL  tak ing  i  spec ia l  in te res t  in  the  work '

reliance upan ,fehovah atong wtth prayer for h].s bressrng'

If the above suggestions are not successful, another allernative

lrould be to do streeL work in front of or in the i lulediate vicinity

oi ihe uuifding. tbe above suggestions could also appLy to other
places where w6 have been deni66 entry, such as some mobile hone

parks .

rf you have such aPartment buildings in your condreqatron

territory we encourage yoo-io ai".o"" t i is letter ts i u6ay of- etders

anal aletelmine what can ue-a"".-i"a who could best be used in the work

as wel-I as who could oa"t o""i"." the worX' Certainly r{te want to do

".r"tytnirrg 
within our powel to reach these peoPle' and if we are

d iscree t ,  tac t fu r  and a tq i i t i .a - i ;  ou i  p res in t? r t ion  o f  na t te rs '  sure ly

Jeno.,. i, wiff helP us to search out deseiving ones to an even greater

a"g i . " . , ta  th is  ; i11  tu " " i t  i "  f to ry  to  h is  nane ' - - l  cor '  10 :3 I '

Your brothels,

zfufh"-!,"f.aq


