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De cetrtler

TO ALL BODTES OF ELDERS IN THE I'NITED STATES

Dear Brothers:

. Reports have cone in fron aII over the country tell ing of
,cl:-s?:|, y.:I.b::_rl:i". are. do ine i". co"tuciine-f ,iioner" ir,,r.__
i y -us  Jdr rs .anq_penr ren t ta r j .es ,  he lp ing  some to  rehab i l i ta te  the i r-rJ.ves spalrtuatly. fn a nunber of penal institutions regularmeetrngs are being held and several- prisoners have studied tocne Por -n t  o f  ded ica t ion  and bapt ism.  The i r  changed pa t te rn  o fLife has been in itseLf a trernEndous 

"iln""" 

-1o"3ii".".

In sone cases.prisoners have been heLped by brothers whonave corresponded with them over a period ol t irne, I lowever,there -have also developed a number of serious situations in thisregard  rn  whrch  bro thers ,  and s is te rs  in  par t i cu la r ,  have had
RIi:oI|:r" take.aalvantage of their loving concern and hospitality.!nr.s nas worked out to the injury of sone. For this reaion it 

-
seens appropriate to caution congregations concerning the dange!.
:3T:-l::=?1::", are wilt ing ro carly on correspondence, teign:.igi.nEerest over tong periods of t ine sinply for their own seifish
i:Yil l"9!: ,As, repor.ted by one brot.her who is hinsetf a prisoner,- lnese nen tn  here  have no th ing  be tEer  to  do  than jus t  s i t  a round
:l:.*t l l-:p-yays Eo con people out of rheir ^on-yi- so*u may spend
i : iT: ,1:" !  set t ins up.a.person for  rhe k i l , l ,  so to speat,  ihe|are quJ.te good at deceiving our sisters and brothers.,,

fhele have been a few cases in which sisters have beconeemotionally or ronantical"Iy involved 
"itt 

pri"""eis-'through co!_responding vrith then. Some have suffered ipiritually and other_wt-se. others have sent money.to the prisonirs who u-se this rnoneyto pay for cigaretces, narcotics and 6ven sexual favors fron other
]iTil"i l  whrfe pretending to be interesred in beconing Christians.sadly enough, sone who became emotionatly involved alLowed then_
::ly":. t" be so thoroughly deceived thar rhey ,uj..e"a warningstrom the elalers and believed wicked deceiver; in;tead. fhereiore,if correspondence is carried on rrith a pri lonei i i-woufa not negood to begin. sending noney or material things at the prisone!,s
request. Rather, the giving of spiritual iniormation 

-and 
encour_agement _to apply Bible principles i-n their l ives should be thereason lo r  L ' r iL ing .  - -p rov .  14 :15 ,

l le do not reconunenal that sisters carry on coltespondence
wj-th nale prj.soners. Rather, it rrould be wetL for such to be doneby qualif ied, mat.ure brothers. Tt is also i l1-advised to invite
indiscriminately rnenibers of the congregation to vi.sii the prison
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anal have close associadilon with innates' rn some areas large

i"tn,it i tr '"-h"""-ua"" it"ra insicle che Prison with nunerous menbers

of the congregataon Deang allowed to rnix freely tt ith the inrnates '

i i.!i"r-""6"i3 r,..,. u".r'--lil ig.d i" t"""t"tion- 'ai tJr the bagtisrn
of innates and on some oa"a"ioit citcuit assefiJcty Programs have

;;"; ' ;;;;;";;e in tirt ror the inmates. with blothers an'l sasters

from 
-the 

congregatlons atcending. This has Prove'l -to be very

"""i".--""a "l lo"ia "ot 
be done for reasons in'l icated above '

l ihere interest is shown by f.)risoners it is good to give the

,ru.." 'uil-.adieii"s ot 
"o.h 

ott 'u", to the congregation nearest the

ii i"."-."a-i i i  the brothers ttrere wrro are quatif ied to visit

the Drison contact these pii"otl"t" and arringe to study with lhem

;;""5;"-;i.:-'-u" "ir 
iv tn.i" brothers knovr how to Properav '.

;;'d;;- il;-;..i""" 
- 
pi"ur.*" lh;' 'n;v ari€e and.have spebiar pernis-

'i 
ii i-i.-l]"tit-piii"it r".il ' lti."' r't is not objectj-onable for these

ui6'tn!t"-1"-n.ia rneetings with pri'Eoners so that several nay
studv ag one tine' u'.,t ratftEi t iran arranging for any fortn of

iJM.ii"llit"l-'"i l.ii.". 
-inufi*,. 

ro"t iood "a'' 
be accornPlished

#=;;; ;;i;i;; ;;s;i;; "..i'i!-""ti"ss 
ihere . thev are pennitted

;i i# 
-t;;;;;"3rii6iii" 

. nii"'", e.a:"it"a.or interested intnases
ii ri"i"'i3'"Jiti"g- ih.-" ".. 

spiiituat feedins chat rehovah's
people on the outside are receivlng'

some of the infornation conlained in this Ielter iE beinq

pubt i ; ; ;a  in  our  K ingq?n s in i " iw  fo r  Februarv '  1982 '  P lease be

sure that what rs pu-olrsn.ff i is covered thoroughly with the

[i"trr"i" as it is icheaurea for the regu]'ar service neeting' rt

;i i l-;;l r" n"."""uty t"t 
-Jo"-lo -intorporate 

inforrnation fron this

letger in considerlng *" ii i itru, but it seeng apPropriate to

iiJii i.-inii"i;;k;;;itt information for the elders in the event
'"-;;;;";i;; 

situition snoiiJ ae""rop rocaLlv where counsel nee'ls

i"' i"-"ii."- t"- inai,riarlut" thaE nay becorne rnvorveo with writinq

to pr i ioners.

certainly we $ran! to be of helP- to. aLl Persons-who are

n"ng.ii"g and'thirsting for the truth I bul caution nust De

exe lc ise . Iwhendeal rng" ' t ,n t i 'o " "whose.wrongdoinghascausedthem
to be confined in prtson. I' le aPpreciate the cooperation of you

ni"In"ii--i" inis rbgara. Pleas;- accept aIong. with this Letter

iit 
-""ii.=JiJ,i-ot- 

dil 
"ti"" 

iove and uest wilhes' -Be assured that

""-ui.'rtuppv 
to be working with you as overseers of the congregataon

of  God.

Your brothers,

-ffi/*--'a,4t5,q-
o F  N s w  Y o R K .  r N c  l


