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HUMAN PLANS FAILING
AS GOD’S PURPOSE
SUCCEEDS

T IS comforting to know that, whereas human

plans for mankind are failing, the purpose of a
loving Creator is succeeding. The failure of human
plans is causing all of us hardship and concern.
But faith in God strengthens us to look ahead to
our enjoying eternal good from the sure success
of His purpose. He never needs to learn from such
things as previous mistakes, for he makes none.
Men ought to learn from past human mistakes,
but they have the weakness of repeating the same
mistakes. Failure follows. So now the unerring
God needs to carry out his purpose—soon!

2 The grandiose plans that nineteenth-century
planners laid for our twentieth century ended in
failure. World War | pricked them as if a rainbow-
colored soap bubble. The League of Nations plan
did not repair matters. Soon it appeared that
world planners had not learned by experience
through collapse of the League of Nations. The
future presented them a new challenge when two
atomic bombs were dropped in the Far East, to
usher in atomic warfare. All of us now confronted
something indeed serious. What protective device
would men responsible for world planning now
provide? Something that experience guaranteed
1. In view of what course of man does God need to carry out
his purpose—soon?

2. How did plans laid for our twentieth century fail, and what
questions arose as a result of introduction of atomic warfare?

3
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to prove a sure success? Something that expressed
a wisdom superior to that of mortal man?

3No, the nation that exploded the atomic bombs
took the lead in arranging with its war allies for
another society of nations. Just another political
league with a new dress and facial makeup, under
a new name, the United Nations organization.
It has its Declaration of Human Rights. It has
its International Court of Justice. It has its police
force, which has enforced the cease-fire along
the Suez Canal. It has its General Assembly and
Security Council as planning bodies for the now
135 members of the United Nations. Admittedly,
it has served as a safety valve for an explosive
world situation, but, for all that, the world state
of affairs still continues explosive. The United
Nations, although organized for world peace and
security, has not prevented the development of
the nuclear bomb and intercontinental ballistic
missiles with warheads containing nuclear bombs
of devastating power.

41n the United Nations we have another in-
stance of international planning on a world scale,
but by a number of participants larger than ever
before. However, is such overall world planning
by mortal men proving successful or offering
hope of success? The United Nations investigates
and publishes data on the deadly pollution of air,
sea and land. Also, on the spread of death-dealing
diseases and epidemics. Yes, on famines and
3. What kind of society Is the United Nations, and how has it
affected the world staté of affairs?
4. How far has the United Nations organization been able to go

about calamitous conditions, and how is confidence in it shown
to be waning?
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droughts. It finds itself unable, however, to cope
with the worsening situation. It takes note of
the regional Treaty Organizations of Communist
and anti-Communist political blocs outside the
United Nations, but cannot interfere with these
international groups. So human confidence in the
United Nations weakens, and political rulers con-
tinue to depend upon their regional alliances and
upon strong military stockpiles as the best de-
terrents to a Nuclear World War. Promises of
politicians to lay the foundation for a “generation
of peace” sound hollow!

5People are imperiled not only by international
complications. They are afflicted by domestic
problems and trouble, turmoil and anarchy, and
the hardness of living in their own countries.
What is the trouble? Why is it that with all the
feverish and intensive planning and taking of
preventive measures, the world situation does not
better itself? Where does the fault lie? What is in
error with all this human planning? What has
been left out of consideration? Honest-hearted
persons would like to know.

THE OVERLOOKED COUNSEL

6In all the aforementioned cases of national
and international planning, we note that there
is an overlooking of the Creator of the heavens
and the earth and the sea, an ignoring of His
counsel.

70h, the planners may claim to belong to the
5. Since the world situation does not better itself after all the
human planning, what questions arise?
6, 7. (a) In all such national and international planning, what

has been overlooked? (b) After get-togethers opened by prayer,
what have the planners failed to do?
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various religious sects of Christendom or to Ju-
daism or to Buddhism or to Mohammedanism
or to Hinduism or to some other religious group.
They may have their political or social get-
togethers for deliberation on problems opened
with prayer by some clergyman. Yet, do they
thereafter let themselves be guided by the counsel
given by man’s Creator? Do they go to his written
Word, where his counsel can be plainly read?
Then, do they let themselves be guided by such
counsel? Here a controversy might arise. The
planners are not all agreed as to what the written
Word of the Creator is, for they have different
sacred books that they consider holy, the basis
for their religious belief. But the true Creator
of heaven and earth is the One who made man
and put him on the earth and told man what he
was to do here. This Creator also foretold with
accuracy our present-day distress of nations with
perplexity.

8 The Maker of man is also the Creator of this
written Word, his inspired Book. That Book is
the Holy Bible, written by the hand of faithful
men whom the Creator inspired to write. Bible
societies have spread this inspired Book all around
the earth, in hundreds of languages. So it is not
an unknown and inaccessible Book. Its very open-
ing sentence says: “In the beginning God created
the heavens and the earth.” The first chapter
of the Holy Bible also describes the creation of
mankind, both male and female. (Genesis 1:26-31)
This is the Book that is not consulted or followed
by the worldly planners for human society.

8. What is the book not considered or followed by worldly
planners, and who made that book?
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9The wise observation as made about three
thousand years ago and as recorded in the Holy
Bible remains uncontestable even today. It is re-
corded in Proverbs 19:21, and, according to the
Jerusalem Bible translation of this proverb from
the Hebrew language, it reads: “Plans multiply
in the human heart, but the purpose of Yahweh
stands firm.” (See also The New English Bible
and Revised Standard Version.) The name Yah-
weh here is the pronunciation of the divine name
that is preferred by some to the pronunciation
Jehovah. Human plans, schemes and devices have
multiplied throughout the past centuries and mil-
lenniums, but have they succeeded in standing
firm and producing permanent gains and controls?
Where today are the famous political empires
that once held wide control, particularly the seven
world powers of Bible history and prophecy?
Where is the ancient Egyptian World Power, also
the Assyrian, the Babylonian, the Medo-Persian,
the Grecian, the Roman, the Anglo-American?
Where is the incomparable British Empire that
once embraced one fourth of the earth’s surface
and a quarter of its population? Their glory has
faded.

OWhat, though, about the counsel of Jehovah
or “purpose of Yahweh”? It still stands firm,
unchanged. It continues to prevail and to move
forward to brilliant success. The kingdom of God
continues to be preached world wide, this proc-
lamation surpassing everything that has been
known thus far in religious history.

9. What ancient Bible statement about human plans still stands
uncontestable, as lllustrated by what world powers?

10, 11. (a) What indicates that Jehovah’s g)urpose regarding his
kingdom moves forward to brilliant success? (b) What shows that
Christendom’s growth has not been by preaching God’s kingdom?
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1By the expression “the kingdom of God” we
do not mean the religious organization of Chris-
tendom. For the first time in history the religious
membership of Christendom has passed the billion
mark, the latest published estimate of her mem-
bership being given as 1,024,106,500. (See The
World Almanac, 1974, page 342.) But this growth
has not been achieved by preaching the kingdom
of God. It was the churches of Christendom that
declared that the League of Nations is “the
political expression of the Kingdom of God on
earth.” So, as long as that political organization
for world peace and security continued, the
churches preached the League of Nations. Chris-
tendom’s plan or scheme has also been “to put
God in government.” For that reason her clergy-
men dabble in politics, and the clergymen urge
their church members to involve themselves to
the full in politics, even aspiring to the highest
political offices in the land.

12However, does Jehovah God want to be put
in political government of this world? If He is
not already there, why does He have to be put
in these human political governments? His Son,
the Lord Jesus Christ, when asked by a Roman
politician, “Are you the king of the Jews?” an-
swered: “My kingdom is no part of this world.
If my kingdom were part of this world, my at-
tendants would have fought that | should not be
delivered up to the Jews. But, as it is, my king-
dom is not from this source.” With reference to
his true disciples, this Jesus said: “They are no
part of the world, just as | am no part of the

12. How do the words*, and course of Jesus and his disciples
reflect on Christendom’s efforts “to put God in government”?
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world.” (John 18:33-36; 17:14) Neither Jesus nor
his true disciples of the first century C.E. made
any attempt “to put God in government.” Chris-
tendom’s multiplied plans to put the God of the
Bible into the political governments of this world
prove that she is not preaching the true kingdom
gf God and that her church members are not true
disciples and imitators of God’s own Son, Jesus
Christ. Christendom is not the visible earthly
expression of God’s kingdom.

BFor centuries Christendom’ plan has been
to convert the world of mankind, either by force
or by persuasion, and to make them members of
her churches. The ostensible idea behind this was
to get them to heaven and to save them from
going to a place of everlasting conscious torment
as disembodied souls. Christendom’s thought, too,
was that in this way God’s kingdom would come
and his will would be done on earth as in heaven.
(Matthew 6:9, 10) But Christendom’ unscrip-
tural plan for world conversion has apparently
failed, as the number of non-Christians continues
to be more than double that of Christendom’s
membership and as antireligious forces, especially
Communism, increase and more and more of
Christendom’s members become religious hypo-
crites or nonactive. Her religious revivals and
crusades prove to be of short-lived effect.

NO FAILURE POSSIBLE
FOR THE DIVINE PURPOSE
MWere the survival and salvation of the human
race dependent upon the plans of men, all would
13. How has Christendom's plan to convert the world to her
churches apparently failed, In spite of revivals and crusades?

14. Human plans have been based on what or inspired by what,
with what outlook resulting for mankind?
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be lost for mankind. Their multifarious plans are
either based on human wisdom or inspired by
malicious spirit demons. Self-reliant men might
like to pooh-pooh the suggestion, but what was
prophesied nineteen hundred years ago is more
true today than they care to believe, that in “later
periods of time some will fall away from the
faith, paying attention to misleading inspired
utterances and teachings of demons.” (1 Timothy
4:1) Because men have fallen away or deserted
from the faith set forth in God’s written Word,
they have ignored God’ plainly stated purpose.
They are like the first human pair in the Garden
of Eden. “This only | have found,” said the wise
man Solomon, “that the true God made mankind
upright, but they themselves have sought out
many plans.” (Ecclesiastes 7:29) Because of the
failure of their plans, one after another, they
have been obliged to reshape or remake their
plans or schemes.

5 What worldly-wise men scheme is doomed
to failure. They not only pass over God’s purpose
but plan and fight against it. Even in this matter
of combining together in a United Nations or-
ganization, the political and military leaders are
going contrary to God’s purpose. It is really a
conspiracy against Him. Over two thousand five
hundred years ago, when foretelling a combining
of worldly nations against God’s favored people,
the prophet lIsaiah was inspired to say to the
enemy peoples: “Gird yourselves, and be shattered
to pieces! Gird yourselves, and be shattered to
pieces! Plan out a scheme, and it will be broken

15, 16. The continuing of W0r|d|¥| nations in_a United Nations
organization is in the nature of what against Jehovah, and what

Scriptural warning is there against it?
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up! Speak any word, and it will not stand, for
God is with us.” (lsaiah 8:9, 10) The modern
unification of the peoples in a United Nations
organization for world peace and security will
not triumph over God’s purpose for mankind.
It must fail, just as the ancient observer of three
thousand years of human history said:

B“A wicked man has put on a bold face, but
the upright is the one that will firmly establish
his ways. There is no wisdom, nor any discern-
ment, nor any counsel in opposition to Jehovah.
The horse is something prepared for the day of
battle, but salvation belongs to Jehovah.”—Prov-
erbs 21:29-31.

7 A United Nations organization with its Se-
curity Council and its Disarmament Conference
is not God’s way for unification of all mankind
in a warless and secure earth. Since World War 11
of 1939-1945 C.E. mankind has been divided up
into more national groups than ever before, each
group claiming national sovereignty. The division
of the human race is increased by language dif-
ferences, varying customs, opposing political aims
and ideologies, and racial and religious prejudices.
Self-determination and self-preservation are the
dominant factors. World government by man is
impossible, and the unifying of all mankind will
not come by this means. The world of mankind
cannot be united among themselves, for they are
not united to the one living and true God, Jehovah.
His Son, Jesus Christ, said that the ruler of this
world is Satan the Devil, the ruler of the demons.
In harmony with that, the Christian apostle Paul

17. What divisive factors dominate the increased number of na-
tions, and why can unification of mankind not come by them?
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said that this ruler of the world is also “the god
of this system of things,” who blinds the minds
of those not at unity with Jehovah God.—John
12:31; 14:30; 16:11; 2 Corinthians 4:4.

BThe lack of unity on the part of mankind
with God is nothing less than a visible reflection
of the disunity that exists in the invisible heav-
enly realm on the part of Satan and his demons
toward Jehovah God. So there needs to be a re-
storing of order and unity both in the spiritual
heavens and in the earth. God’s unfailing purpose
takes this universal need into consideration and
provides for it. The inspired writer of the letter
to the congregation in ancient Ephesus, Asia
Minor, writes about this, in these words to them:

©B“He [God] made known to us the sacred
secret of his will. It is according to his good
pleasure which he purposed in himself for an
administration at the full limit of the appointed
times, namely, to gather all things together again
[or, to reunite for himself (under one head) the
all things] in the Christ, the things in the heavens
and the things on the earth. Yes, in him, in union
with whom we were also assigned as heirs, in
that we were foreordained according to the pur-
pose of him who operates all things according
to the way his will counsels.”—Ephesians 1:9-11,
NW; Rotherham, Diaglott.

DThus it was God’s purpose to administer mat-
ters or pursue a course of action that would lead
18, 19. (ta)_ Where must order and unity be restored, and why?
(b) . To this end, what has God purposed to carry on “at the lull
limit of the appointed times”?

20, 21. (a) In every nation there is complaint on the part of the

people against what? (b) What did_Solomon show to be the valid
reason for the people’s ‘restiveness?
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to unification in heavenly things and in earthly
things. It was according to God’ good pleasure
that there would be an administration, a manage-
ment, a stewarding, by means of a special pro-
cedure on God’s part. Thus the term “adminis-
tration” does not mean the Messianic kingdom
of His Son Jesus Christ. Today there is great
complaint on the part of the people in every
nation because of the governments over them,
and their way of administering or managing
things. There must be a valid reason for the
restiveness and rebelliousness of the people. The
ancient proverb points to the reason, saying:
“When the righteous become many, the people
rejoice; but when anyone wicked bears rule, the
people sigh.” (Proverbs 29:2) Wise King Solomon
of Jerusalem observed oppressive administration
by men in his own day and said:

2“1 myself returned that I might see all the
acts of oppression that are being done under
the sun, and, look! the tears of those being op-
pressed, but they had no comforter; and on the
side of their oppressors there was power, so that
they had no comforter. And | congratulated the
dead who had already died rather than the living
who were still alive.”—Ecclesiastes 4:1, 2. Also
5:8; 7:7.

2At times the people are driven to act like
crazy because of the oppression. (Ecclesiastes
7:7) After thousands of years of oppression, and
in the face of world conditions today, it proves
to be true that the oppressed people have no
comforter from any part of the present worldly
22. After thousands of years of oppression by human adminis-

tration, what is the case about comfort and deliverance for
mankind ?
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administration of human affairs. There is no
salvation for them, no deliverance for them, from
human sources.

BThe need for a better administration or man-
aging of affairs the all-wise God foresaw long
ago, and, according to his good pleasure, he pur-
posed to institute such an administration. Under
that administrating of affairs by him there will
come the unification of all the people. That will
mean peace, harmony and security everywhere
on earth.

2Alet us take a look at how God Almighty
proceeded to administer affairs. Let us look at
the unification agent by means of whom God
administers things. That one is God’s Messiah,
his Anointed One, the Christ. Hence, the inspired
Bible writer points to that one when he says that
the administration that is to be set in operation
“at the full limit of the appointed times” is for
a definite purpose, “namely, to gather all things
together again in the Christ, the things in the
heavens and the things on the earth. Yes, in him,
in union with whom we were also assigned as
heirs.” (Ephesians 1:9-11) There is a lot of prej-
udice and animosity toward this Jesus Christ in
both the religious and the nonreligious sections
of mankind; and yet, what kind of administration
are we to expect from God through him?

S Regarding the Messiah, who is greater than
King Solomon whose rule ended up oppressively
23. According to God’s purpose, how will unification of all the
people come about, and what will this mean for them?

24. Who is the unification agent by whom God will administer
things, and what is the definite purpose for this administration?
25. 26. (a) What did Psalm 72 say prophetically regarding the

Messiah's dealing with the poor people? (b) What record is given
in Acts 10:37-39 about the relief work done by the Messiah Jesus?
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for the people of Israel, Psalm 72:12-14 says
prophetically: “He will deliver the poor one cry-
ing for help, also the afflicted one and whoever
has no helper. He will feel sorry for the lowly
one and the poor one, and the souls of the poor
ones he will save. From oppression and from
violence he will redeem their soul, and their blood
will be precious in his eyes.” We have every
reason to believe that the Messiah Jesus will
fulfill this prophecy in the near future. We have
just to look back nineteen hundred years when
he was on earth as a perfect man and ask: What
oppression and violence did he ever practice to-
ward the people? The inspired Scripture account
gives Jesus Christ a clean record, with credit,
rather, for relieving the people. A certain Jew
who was almost constantly with him during his
public career and who observed him closely said
to an audience of non-Jews:

2“You know the subject that was talked about
throughout the whole of Judea, starting from
Galilee after the baptism that John preached,
namely, Jesus who was from Nazareth, how God
anointed him with holy spirit and power, and
he went through the land doing good and healing
all those oppressed by the Devil; because God
was with him. And we are witnesses of all the
things he did both in the country of the Jews
and in Jerusalem; but they also did away with
him by hanging him on a stake.”—Acts 10:37-39.

Z  We must remember that this Jesus whom
God anointed to be the Messianic King over all
27, 28. (a) How did Jesus come to have a double claim upon Kin

David’s Kingdom_over Israel? (b) In agreement with that, whal
did Isaiah 9:6, 7 say about the princely rule of the Messiah?
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mankind was a natural descendant of King David
of Jerusalem, by a miraculous birth into David’s
royal family. As such he was the natural heir to
the kingdom of David over Israel. The man who
adopted Jesus as his firstborn son was also a
descendant from King David through Solomon,
and so he had a legal right to David’s kingdom.
Such legal right this adoptive father, Joseph the
carpenter of Nazareth, bestowed upon Jesus by
adopting him as his firstborn son. (Luke 2:1-24;
3:23-38; Matthew 1:1 through 2:23) Thus this
Jesus, who was born in Bethlehem, “the city of
David,” had a double claim upon the inheritance
of David’s kingdom over lIsrael. Now as regards
this Descendant of David upon whose shoulder
the princely rule is to be laid, the inspired prophet
Isaiah said:

B“To the abundance of the princely rule and
to peace there will be no end, upon the throne of
David and upon his kingdom in order to establish
it firmly and to sustain it by means of justice
and by means of righteousness, from now on and
to time indefinite. The very zeal of Jehovah of
armies will do this.”—Isaiah 9:6, 7.

DHere we have a promise from the Most High
God that the Davidic kingdom of his Messiah will
not only be a rightful one but also be established
and maintained in justice and righteousness. This
government of salvation for the people will be
set up by God himself, not by the democratic
vote of the people, for, as the prophet Isaiah
says, “the very zeal of Jehovah of armies will
do this.”

29. Thus Messiah's princely rule will be of what kind, and why
will it not come by democratic vote of the people?



HUMAN PLANS FAILING AS GOD'S PURPOSE SUCCEEDS 17

PWhat Jehovah is zealous for he will accom-
plish. He has inspired many other Bible prophecies
respecting the perfect government that the Mes-
siah Jesus will give all mankind. He has given
us a guarantee of this promised government in
that he resurrected Jesus Christ from the dead
on the third day in vindication of the innocence
of that one. As the apostle Peter went on to say,
after telling of Jesus’ being hung unjustly on a
stake:

3L“God raised this One up on the third day and
granted him to become manifest, not to all the
people, but to witnesses appointed beforehand by
God, to us, who ate and drank with him after
his rising from the dead. Also, he ordered us to
preach to the people and to give a thorough wit-
ness that this is the One decreed by God to be
judge of the living and the dead. To him all the
prophets bear witness, that everyone putting faith
in him gets forgiveness of sins through his name.”
—Acts 10:40-43.

RELIABLE BODY OF ASSOCIATES
IN ADMINISTERING HUMAN AFFAIRS

2That this resurrected Jesus Christ might be
able to serve as God’s Agent in reuniting things,
God exalted him to the divine throne in the
heavens. (Acts 2:33-36; 1 Peter 3:22) Thus God
could proceed to “gather all things together again
in the Christ,” not only the things on the earth
but also the “things in the heavens.” Jesus Christ
30, 3L éae How did God ve a guarantee of the promised govern-
ment of the Christ? (b) id Peter bear witness to this fact
at Acts 10:40-43?

32. So God could now Proceed to_ do what gathering work, and
with whom as his Agent for reuniting things?
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is thereby a heavenly, superhuman Messiah, with
greater powers for doing good in behalf of the
people than when he was down here on earth
as a perfect man. All mankind will be unified
under him as the Head appointed by God the
Great Administrator.

BHowever, God purposed that his Son Jesus
Christ should have a body of associates with him
in taking care of human affairs. These associates
ruling over mankind were to be taken from
among mankind. While yet on earth these were
to be formed into a congregation having a bond
of unity with him. The apostle Paul, when writing
to the congregation in Ephesus, continued on to
say: “It is according to the operation of the
mightiness of [God’] strength, with which he
has operated in the case of the Christ when he
raised him up from the dead and seated him at
his right hand in the heavenly places, far above
every government and authority and power and
lordship and every name named, not only in this
system of things, but also in that to come. He
also subjected all things under his feet, and made
him head over all things to the congregation,
which is his body.”—Ephesians 1:19-23.

ANow what about the members of this con-
gregation, the “body” of Jesus Christ? Well, it
was God’s generous purpose that it should be
made up not only of those who had been circum-
cised Jews but also of those who had been non-
Jews or Gentiles. For 1,545 years (from 1513
33. What did God purpose lor the Christ to have associated with
Q:]meéptﬁgkmg care ol human affairs, and so what is first formed

34. From what sources were members of the “body” to be taken,
and how was the barrier in between removed?
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B.C.E. to 33 C.E.) they had been disunited. The
barrier, “the wall in between that fenced them
off,” was the Law covenant mediated by the
prophet Moses in the year 1513 B.C.E. In the year
33 C.E. Jesus Christ was used by God as the
means by which to remove this barrier through
his death on the torture stake. As the apostle
continues on to say: “By means of his flesh
[hung on the torture stake] he abolished the
enmity, the Law of commandments consisting
in decrees, that he might create the two peoples
in union with himself into one new man and
make peace; and that he might fully reconcile
both peoples in one body to God through the
torture stake, because he had killed off the enmity
by means of himself.”—Ephesians 2:14-16.

d Three and a half years after the removal
of the legal barrier, God began bringing Gentiles,
non-Jews, into the congregational “body” of Jesus
Christ. This God did by sending the apostle Peter
to preach the message of the kingdom of God’
Messiah to interested uncircumcised Gentiles.
When these accepted the Kingdom message, God
anointed them with holy spirit and they got bap-
tized as Christians. (Acts 10:1-48) After that,
and especially after the destruction of Jerusalem
by the Romans in the year 70 C.E., many Gen-
tiles were baptized into the congregational “body”
of Jesus Christ; thus they were united with him
as their spiritual “head.” Just as a human body
had a definite number of members in order to be
complete, so this congregational “body” of Christ
35. (@) When were Lhe uncircumcised Gentiles brought into the

congregational “body”? (b) How many members was the body
to have?
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had a definite limited number of members. The
last book of the Holy Bible plainly says that the
number of “body” members is limited to 12 x
12,000, or 144,000.—Revelation 7:4-8; 14:1-3.

GOD’S AGENTS FOR UNITING ALL
THINGS ARE SUCCEEDING

$HThe 144,000 who will form the cooperative
body under the “head,” Jesus Christ, are taken
“out of every tribe and tongue and people and
nation” of mankind. (Revelation 5:9, 10) So,
since the members of the congregational “body”
on earth are drawn from such widely differing
sources, there ought to be a great need for a
unification work among them, to have them all
hold to the one “head,” the glorified Jesus Christ.
To carry on this unification work God provided
“gifts in the form of men.” (Psalm 68:18) The
apostle Paul points to the glorified Jesus Christ
as the one whom God used to bestow these human
“gifts” upon the congregation on earth for the
purpose of unification, saying:

¥ “The very one [namely, Jesus Christ] that
descended is also the one that ascended far above
all the heavens, that he might give fullness to all
things. And he gave some [gifts] as apostles,
some as prophets, some as evangelizers, some as
shepherds and teachers, with a view to the re-
adjustment of the holy ones, for ministerial work,
for the building up of the body of the Christ,
until we all attain to the oneness in the faith and
in the accurate knowledge of the Son of God, . . .
speaking the truth, let us by love grow up in all
36, 37. (a) Why is there need for a unification work within the

congregational “body” of the Christ? (b) For that purpose, what
has God through Christ bestowed upon the congregation?
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things into him who is the head, Christ.”"—Ephe-
sians 4:8-15.

3BChristendom makes the claim that she is this
“body of the Christ.” But how could such a thing
ever be? For after more than sixteen centuries
of operation she has ingloriously failed to attain
to such Christian unity. She is split a thousand
ways, by religious sects, all teaching different con-
flicting doctrines. She is not one religious “body,”
not one church. Her separate religious sects are
not the separate or individual branches in the
Christ’s “vine.” (John 15:1-8) This is true in
spite of Christendom’s World Council of Churches.
Christendom’s religion has proved to be one of
the most divisive forces in human experience.
On this account her record has been a gory one,
stinking with human blood.

P This is not the fruitage of true Christianity.
Jesus Christ said: “A good tree cannot bear
worthless fruit, neither can a rotten tree produce
fine fruit. Every tree not producing fine fruit
gets cut down and thrown into the fire, Really,
then, by their fruits you will recognize those
men.” (Matthew 7:18-20) As a rotten tree, Chris-
tendom is bound to get cut down shortly and
destroyed as if consumed by fire. She will not
fare any better than the other members of reli-
gious Babylon the Great, the world empire of
false religion.—Revelation 17:1 through 18:8.

HWhat, then? Has God’s purpose to have a
unified congregation that is gathered together
in one under the Head Jesus Christ failed? No!
38, 39."§?a) Why could Christendom not be that “body of the
Christ”? "(b) Because of the fruitage she has borne, what will
happen to her?

40. What must we say as to whether, because of Christendom’s
state, God's purpose to have a unified congregation has failed?
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Christendom’s unbiblical plans for the future are
failing, but not so God’s purpose. He is not de-
pending upon Christendom to furnish the mem-
bers of the heavenly kingdom, which God will
use in administering earthly affairs for the unity
of mankind. All those who want to be God’s people
He tells to get out of Christendom and out of all
the rest of Babylon the Great. (Revelation 18:4)
Christendom is not the way into the privileges of
the Messianic kingdom of God. The things that she
practices debar her from any part in the re-
uniting work by that heavenly government. The
apostle Paul goes on to say to members of God’s
true Christian congregation: “You know this,
recognizing it for yourselves, that no fornicator
or unclean person or greedy person—which means
being an idolater—has any inheritance in the king-
dom of the Christ and of God.”—Ephesians 5:5.
4 In spite of all the opposition of Christendom
and other members of Babylon the Great, yes,
in spite of Satan the Devil and his demons with
whom God’s true people have a struggle, God
has now on earth his remnant, the final ones
who are in line to have a part in God’s adminis-
tering of human affairs through Jesus Christ,
their Head. In spite of coming from various races
and nations, they are a united congregation, all
of them holding unitedly to the one invisible
heavenly Head, Jesus Christ. Thus, in their case,
God has ‘gathered together again in the Christ’
the “things in the heavens,” inasmuch as even
now God has “seated [them] together in the
41. In spite of opposition by Babylon the Great, what does God

now have in unity on earth, and theirs is a gathering of what
kind of things?
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heavenly places in union with Christ Jesus” and
they are also heirs of the heavenly Kingdom.
—Ephesians 1:10; 2:6.

£Since the end of the Gentile Times in the
year 1914 they have unitedly been acting upon
Jesus’ prophetic command: “This good news of
the kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited
earth for a witness to all the nations; [after
which] the end will come.” (Matthew 24:14)
Associated with this remnant of Christ’s con-
gregational body are hundreds of thousands of
dedicated worshipers of Jehovah God who have
obeyed His command to come out of Babylon
the Great. (Revelation 7:9-17) All together they
are known world wide as Jehovah’s Christian
witnesses.

“ADMINISTRATION AT THE FULL LIMIT
OF THE APPOINTED TIMES”

4By all indications from the world’s conditions
and from the fulfillment of Bible prophecies, the
foretold “end” of this system of things should
be near. For sixty years now the prospective
members of the Messianic kingdom, together
with a “great crowd” of loyal helpers, have been
preaching “this good news of the kingdom.” God
will not have this preaching of his established
Messianic kingdom go on indefinitely. He has his
marked time for this heavenly kingdom to go into
destructive action against this doomed system
of things. The new government that God purposed
42. What prophetic command of Christ is the remnant carrying
out, and who are now associating with the remnant?
43, 44. (a) The time has neared tor action by what against what?

(b) According to Galatians 4:4, when did_God send to earth the
one who was to be his Chief Servant in the administration?
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to administer the affairs of all mankind must
shortly take over. Almost two thousand years
ago God sent the one appointed to be his Chief
Servant in the administration to the earth to
prove his worthiness. He was born into the world
as the rightful heir of King David. On this we
read:

4 “When the full limit of the time arrived, God
sent forth his Son, who came to be out of a woman
and who came to be under law, that he might
release by purchase those [Jews] under law, that
we, in turn, might receive the adoption as sons.
Now because you are sons, God has sent forth
the spirit of his Son into our hearts and it cries
out: ‘Abba, Father!””—Galatians 4:4-6.

HWhen God’s Son Jesus Christ was glorified
in heaven and founded the Christian congregation
at Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost of 33 C.E.,
the “administration at the full limit of the ap-
pointed times” started operation in its first stage,
the most essential stage. The congregation of
those who were to be associates in the unifying
work with Jesus Christ in the heavens had to
be gathered and unified under its Head, God’s
Chief Servant. In this way “the things in the
heavens,” the things destined for the heavens,
would be ‘gathered together again in the Christ,’
so that the “body” used by God in his adminis-
tration might be complete.—Ephesians 1:9-11.

HHowever, according to God’s purpose, the

45. At what time did the gathering work begin in its first stage,
and why?

46, 47. (a) When did the due time arrive for the second feature
of God’s " “administration,” namely, the gathering together in
Christ of “the things on the earth”? Sk()? From_"then onward
the second stage of the gathering work went into operation
under whose “administration”?
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due time must come for the second feature of
his “administration,” namely, to ‘gather together
again in the Christ’ “the things on the earth.”
This time arrived when the Gentile Times came
to their fulfillment in autumn of the year 1914
C.E. There the time came for the Messianic King-
dom rule as formerly exercised by King David
over in the Middle East to be reinstated, not in
earthly Jerusalem, but in the heavens.

&'In heaven, at God’s right hand, was where
the permanent Heir of King David was now lo-
cated, namely, the Lord Jesus Christ. Then it
was that Jehovah installed this heavenly Heir
of King David on the throne, with royal power
not just over the territory of ancient Israel but
over all the earth, over all mankind for whom
Jesus Christ had died as a perfect human sacrifice.
Thereby the Kingdom of the Messiah went into
operation. At that time, in a culminating way,
the “full limit of the appointed times” had been
reached when the “administration” that God was
conducting ‘should gather together again in the
Christ’ the estranged “things on the earth.” This
would be the second stage of the gathering or
uniting work according to God’s purpose.

AIn 1914 World War | broke out, dividing the
world into two opposing economic, political camps.
The postwar League of Nations failed to unify
mankind. Now the United Nations continues to
fail in unifying mankind. It was Christendom,
the most powerful religious organization on earth,
that failed to prevent two world wars, and, till
now, she has failed to unify mankind in true

48. In view of_unification failures on a large scale since 1914,
what must go in its entirety?
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peace and security. Not just these political and
religious organizations will have to go, but the
whole man-made system of things. It will go
completely in the coming “great tribulation” such
as mankind has never before experienced.—Mat-
thew 24:21, 22.

D The only means of salvation for us humans
is the heavenly Messianic kingdom, which God
purposed ever since our first parents, Adam and
Eve, sinned in the garden of Eden and disunited
themselves from God their Creator. (Genesis 3:15;
Romans 16:20) Now that the “full limit of the
appointed times” has been reached in a complete
sense, we find ourselves in a day with the finest
of prospects ahead!

FINAL UNIFICATION
UNDER GOD’S ADMINISTRATION

@Shortly there will be completed the full mem-
bership of the heavenly Kingdom, the 144,000
Kingdom heirs under their Head, Jesus Christ.
God’s unchanged purpose with regard to this
Messianic kingdom will succeed, with glory, honor
and vindication for Himself. Already a crowd of
people from everywhere on earth discern that
God has put the Kingdom in heavenly power,
and they hail it joyfully and with loyal devotion.
This crowd is already great, but it is still in-
creasing as “this good news of the kingdom”
continues to be preached in all the inhabited
earth for a witness to all the nations. (Matthew
24:14) To prove where they now stand, they
49. What Is the only means tor the salvation ot the human race,
and what kind of prospects now lie ahead ot mankind?

50. Who on earth today are hailing the Kingdom, and how are
they showing where they stand as to rulership?
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wholeheartedly join the still surviving remnant
of Kingdom heirs in this preaching and in giving
this worldwide witness.

8 The last book of the Bible envisions this
“great crowd” as giving their first attention to
lhe heavenly throne of Jehovah God and to his
Chief Servant used in his administration and
crying out gratefully: “Salvation we owe to our
God, who is seated on the throne, and to the
Lamb.” (Revelation 7:9, 10) Although this “great
crowd” is made up of people from all nations,
tribes, peoples and tongues, they seek to be unified
under God’s Chief Servant, Jesus Christ. They
are at unity with the Kingdom remnant and are
at unity among themselves. Unitedly they wor-
ship God at his spiritual temple and render to
him sacred service day and night. So it may be
said that, already, in this unified “great crowd,”
the work of ‘gathering all the things on the earth’
into the Christ has begun, in accord with God’s
“administration.” What a reassuring token of
things soon to come!—Revelation 7:14-17.

P The last book of the Bible also gives assurance
that this “great crowd” of worshipers of the one
living and true God will come out of the “great
tribulation” as survivors of this world calamity
with which the whole earthly man-made system
of things will be brought to an end as a complete
failure. The thrilling task of transforming all the
earth into a Paradise garden will stretch out
before them. Satan the Devil and his spirit demons
51. So why may it be said that the work of gathering together
the things on the earth under Christ has begun?

52. What will this “great crowd" survive, and why will Satan

and his demons be unable to interfere with their "restoring of
Paradise ?
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will be unable to interfere with this peaceful
beautification work, for they will be bound and
isolated in an abyss from which they cannot
interfere with what goes on here on earth. Pro-
tectively over the “great crowd” on earth there
will be the heavenly Messianic kingdom with
authority to regulate earth’s affairs for a thousand
years.—Revelation 20:1-6.

BThus God’s new order on earth will start off
with a unified human society. But the unification
work of the heavenly Messianic kingdom will not
then be over. Throughout the millennium of its
reign over the earth there must take place the
miraculous resurrection of the human dead for
whom Jesus Christ died as a ransom sacrifice.
(1 Timothy 2:5, 6; John 1:29, 36) These billions
of resurrected humans will all have to be brought
together into a unity under Jesus Christ, the Chief
Servant in God’s “administration.” The ultimate
purpose of this is to bring about at length their
unification with the Universal Sovereign, Jehovah,
God. This will require the uplifting of all the
obedient ones of mankind to the human perfection
such as Adam and Eve had at their creation in
the Garden of Eden. All the disobedient resisters
of such unification, yes, too, Satan and his demons,
will be destroyed everlastingly, never again to
be disturbers of the peace.—Revelation 20:7-15;
Acts 24:15.

S AIl honor to the Supreme Administrator,
Jehovah God! He not only purposes but also
53. (a) For the gathering together again of all the *things on

the earth” into unity under Christ, what will be required?
(b) How will the resisters of the unification be dealt’ with?

54. With what are we comforted today, and to the success of
what do we look forward, with blessings in store?
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faithfully fulfills his purpose. Let us all take
courage, then! Although we see all human plans
for earth’s administration disastrously failing to-
day, we are comforted with the blessed knowledge
of God’s all-excellent purpose. Confidently we look
forward to seeing and experiencing the success
of God’s purpose. Forever we expect to enjoy the
endless blessings therefrom!

DOES GODS PURPOSE INCLUDE
MORE THAN THIS LIFE?

Today many people ask: Is this life all there is?
Will our real hope be found in a life after death?
What actually happens when a person dies? Does
some part of him live on? Is there torment after death?
Do dead loved ones need our help? Can they benefit
by payment of money to religious organizations? |Is
there reason to fear the dead? Do they harm the living?
Can one really talk with the dead?

You need the answers to these questions. Knowing
the truth about life after death can protect you. And
there are satisfying answers to the
questions just posed. They are
found in the illuminating book |Is
This Life All There Is? Obtain it
and also learn about the unique
hope the Bible presents for those
who have come within death’s grip.

This 192-page book will be sent to
you, postpaid, for only 25c.

To order, see addresses on the next to the last page.
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clarity is the New World Translation of the Holy
Scriptures. It is available in the following editions:
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Interlinear Aids
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Other Aids
e AID TO BIBLE UNDERSTANDING: A new Bible dic-
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subjects from A to Z. 1,700 pagesS...ccceeveeennnn. $7.00
 COMPREHENSIVE CONCORDANCE OF THE NEW
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FINDING THE PURPOSE OF LIFE

When life lacks purpose, there is a sense
of emptiness and frustration. These feel-
ings are all too common in this modern
age. To find the real purpose of life, you
need to know the Creator’s own purpose,
as clearly revealed in his Word the Bible.
But how can you gain such knowledge?

You can be aided tremendously by
reading the book God’s “Eternal Purpose”
Now Triumphing for Man’s Good. It traces
the divine purpose regarding man from
the time of his creation to the present— in
fact, a thousand years into the future. This
192-page hardbound book will be sent to
you, postpaid, for only 25c.

15 chapters God’s
192 pages Purpose
Only 25c Explained!
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