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A Word to You Parents

The love of parents for their children is a wonderful
quality. Llike most parents, you are undoubtedly
toncerned with giving your children a good start in
life.

But we are sure you realize that there is more to
this than simply providing food and clothing for
your children and sending them off to school to be
sducated. To face life successfully, children need moral
guidance, principles by which to live. And they need
these from their tender years on, Heartbreaking things
can and do happen where children receive help too
late.

Perhaps, like many parents, you feel somewhat at
a loss as to where to begin and what to teach your
children. Really, the best principles that can be found
anywhere are found in the Bible. Instruction based on
the Bible has definite advantages. By it, children come
lo realize that what they are being told is not just
their father's or mother's idea. It is what their Creator
says; it is his will. This gives a strength to parental
counsel that cannot be equaled in any other way.

In the pages of the Bible God encourages parents
to take a personal interest in impressing right principles
on the minds of their children. It may seem easier to
pass this responsibility on to someone else. But doing
that means missing out on a very enriching experience.
It means giving up the opportunity to reach your child's
heart in @ way that you and no one else ever could.

In many homes today parents and children are
sleadily drifting apart. As children grow older, parents
often find it increasingly hard to talk with them about
things that matter the most. This book, "listening to
the Great Teacher,” is designed to help to prevent
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such a situation in your home. It is designed so that
you and your children can read it together. But, more
than this, it is designed to stimulate conversation
between parents and children.

This is because it calls for a response on the part
of the children. You will find many well-placed
questions in the printed material. When you come
to these, you will observe a dash (—), to remind
you to pause and encourage your child to express
himself. Children like to be involved. Without that
involvement a child’s interest quickly fades. More
importantly, though, these questions will help you to
learn what is on your child's mind. Of course, the
child may come out with answers that are far from
right. But the printed material that follows each
question is designed to help the child to develop
wholesome patterns of thinking.

When the child learns to read, encourage him to
read the book to you, and at times to himself. The
more he reads it, the more its good counsel will be
impressed on his mind and heart. But, to strengthen
the bonds of affection and respect between both of
you parents and your child, by all means read the book
together, and do it regularly.

Some Bible texts are cited at the end of each
chapter. Why not take time to look these up together?
You and your children can thereby learn to use the
Bible well. Explain what these scriptures are saying.
Help make clear any difficult words in the scriptures
that you look up, as is done in this book. Doing this,
you will be directing your child's attention to the
finest source of guidance in life, the Bible.

We sincerely hope this book will help you and
your family to mold your lives so as to be pleasing to
the Creator, to your eternal blessing.

~—THE PUBLISHERS



Jesus, the Great Teacher

O YOU like to hear stories? — Well, then,

I'm going to tell you one about a man who
told better stories than anyone else who has
ever lived on earth. His name is Jesus Christ.

He lived on this earth almost two thousand
years ago. That is a long time ago. It is long
before your grandmother or grandfather were
born. And it is long before men had cars or
trains or radios or other things of today.

When Jesus told a story it made a person
think. If a person thought about it long enough,
what Jesus said could even change the way the
person felt about things. It could change the
person’s whole view of life. And everything that
Jesus said was true.

Jesus knew more than any other man. He was
the best teacher who ever lived. We learn many
things from other persons. But we can learn the
most important things from Jesus.

One reason that Jesus was such a great
leacher is because he listened. He knew how
important it is to listen. But to whom did Jesus
listen? Who taught him? — Jesus' Father did.
And Jesus' Father is God.

Before coming to earth as a man, Jesus had
lived in heaven with God. So Jesus was different
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from other men. For no other man lived in
heaven before being born on earth. In heaven
Jesus had been a good Son who listened to his
Father. So Jesus was able to teach people what
he learned from God. By listening to your father
and mother you can copy Jesus.

Another reason why Jesus was a great teacher
is that he loved people. He wanted to help
them to learn about Geod.
Jesus loved grown-ups.
But did he love children
too? — Yes, he did. And
children liked to be with
Jesus because he would
talk to them and listen to
them.

One day parents brought their young children
to Jesus. But Jesus' friends thought that the
Great Teacher was too busy to speak with little
children. So they told them to go away. But did
Jesus agree? — No. He said: ‘Let the young
children alone, and do not stop them from
coming to me.' Even though he was a very wise
and important man, Jesus took time to teach
little children.—Matthew 19:13, 14,

Jesus was a great teacher because he knew
how to make things interesting. He spoke about
birds and flowers and other things to help people
understand about God. One day he gave a
sermon or a talk to a large crowd of people who
came to him when he was on the side of a
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mountain. It is called the Sermon on the Mount.

Jesus told the people: ‘Look at the birds in
the sky. They do not plant seed. They do not
store food in houses. But God in heaven feeds
them. Are you not worth more than they are?’

Jesus also said: ‘Take a lesson from the lilies
of the field." What lesson do you think we can
learn from them? Well, Jesus said: ‘They do
not make clothes. And look how beautiful they
arel Even rich King Solomon was not dressed
more beautifully than the lilies of the field. So
if God takes care of the flowers that grow, will
he not also care for you?'

Do you understand the lesson Jesus was
teaching there? — He did not want them fo
worry about where they
would get food to eat or




clothes to put on. God knows that people need
these things. Jesus did not say that we should
not work for food and clothing. But he said that
we should put God first. If we do that, God will
see that we have food to eat and clothing to
wear. Do you believe that? — —Matthew
6:25-33.

People liked the way Jesus taught. They were
amazed. It was interesting to listen to him. And
what he said helped people to do what is right.

It is important that we listen to him too. But
how can we do that? We have the sayings of
Jesus written in a book. Do you know what that
book is? — It is the Holy Bible. So we can listen
to Jesus by paying attention to the Bible.

God himself says that we should listen to
Jesus. One day when Jesus was with three of
his friends up in a high mountain, a voice from
heaven said: “This is my Son, the beloved, whom
| have approved; listen to him." Do you know
whose voice that was? — It was God's! God
said that we should listen to his Son.—Matthew
17:1-5.

Will you listen to the Great Teacher? — That
is what we all should do. We will be happy if
we do. And it will also bring us happiness if we
tell our friends the good things we learn.

(For more fine thoughts about the beneflts that come from listening
to Jesus, open your Bible and read together John 8:28-30; 3:16;
Acts 4:12.)
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A Letter from God

ELL me, which book do you like best of all? —

Some children would pick one that tells about
animals. Others would choose a book with lots
of pictures in it. It can be fun to read those
books.

But the best books in all the world are the
ones that tell us the truth about God. And one
of those books is more precious than all the
others. Do you know which one it is? — The
Bible.

Why is the Bible so important? — Because it
came from God. It tells us about him and about
the good things that he will do for us. And it
shows us what we should do in order to please
him. It is like a letter from God.

Now, God could have written the whole Bible
in heaven and then given it to man. But he
didn't. The ideas came from God. But he used
his servants on earth to do most of the writing.

How did he do that? — An example can help
us to understand. When people hear a voice on
the radio it is from someone far away. They
cannot see him, but they can hear what he says,
can't they?

Men can even go all the way to the moon in

their spaceships, and they can send messages
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back to the earth from there. Did you know
that? — If men can do that, can God send
messages from heaven? — Of course he can!
And he did it long before men had radio and
television.

Moses was one man to whom God spoke.
Moses could not see God, but he could hear the
voice. Millions of people were there when this
happened. They saw it when God caused a
whole mountain to shake, and there was thunder
and lightning. They heard it when a voice came
from heaven. They knew that God had spoken.
God spoke to Moses again later on, and Moses
wrote down the things that God said. What he
wrote is in the Bible.—Exodus 19:3-20:21.

It was not only Moses that wrote. God used
about forty men to write parts of the Bible. They
wrote down things that God was going to do in
the future. How did they know those things
before they even happened? — God had talked
to them.

By the time that Jesus, the Great Teacher,
was on earth, a big part of the Bible had
been written. Now, remember, the Great
Teacher had been in heaven. He knew what
God had done. Did he believe that the Bible
was from God? — Yes, he did.

When Jesus talked to people about the works
of God, he read from the Bible. Sometimes he
told them from memory what it said.

Jesus also brought us more information from

12



God. He said: ‘The very things | heard from God
| am speaking in the world.' Jesus had heard
many things from God because he had lived with
God. And where can we read those things that
Jesus said? — In the Bible. It was all written
down for us to read.—John 8:26.

Of course, when God used men to write, they
wrote in the language that they used every day.
So part of the Bible was written in Hebrew, some
in Aramaic, and quite a bit in Greek. Most
people today do not know how to read those
languages. Do you? —

That is why the Bible has been copied into
other languages. Today there are parts of the
Bible in over one thousand four hundred
languages. Just think of that! The Bible is God's
letter to people everywhere. So it has to be in
many languages.
But no matter how
many tfimes it has
been copied, the
message is from
God.

What the Bible
says is important
\y for wus. It was

 written a long time
ago. But it tells
about things that
are happening to-
. day. And it tells




us what God is going to do in the near future.
What it says is exciting! It gives us a wonderful
hope.

The Bible also tells us how God wants us to
live. It tells us what is right and what is wrong.
You need to know this and so do I. It tells us
about people who did bad things, and what
happened to them. So we can avoid the trouble
they had. It also tells us about people who did
right, and the good results that came to them.
It was all written down for our good.

But to get the most out of the Bible, we need
to know the answer to a question. The question
is this: “Who gave us the Bible?" What would
you say? — Yes, all of it is from God.

But some people do not listen to what God
says in the Bible. They just live the way they
want to. Do you think that is right? — Do you
think that anyone knows more than God
does? — The way to show that we are really
wise is to listen to God. And then we ought to
do what he says.

So we need to take time to read the Bible
together. When we get a letter from someone
that we love very much, we read it again and
again. It is precious to us. That is the way the
Bible should be to us, because it is a letter from
the One who loves us most. It is a letter from
God.

(Take @ few more minutes now and read these scriptures that show
that the Bible truly is God's Word, written for our benefit: 2 Timothy
3:16, 17; 2 Peter 1:20, 21; Romans 15:4.)
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(3 |
The One Who Made All Things

KNOW something wonderful. Would you

like to hear it? — Look at your hand. Bend
your fingers. Now pick something up. Your hand
can do many things, and it can do them well.
Do you know who made the hand? — It was
God.

Now look at my face. What do you see? —
You see my mouth, my nose and my two eyes.
How can you see them? — With your own eyes.
And who made the eyes? — It was God. Isn't
that wonderful? —

You can see many things with your eyes. You
can look at flowers. You can see birds. You can
look at the green grass and the blue sky.

But who made these things? — Did some man
make them? — No. Men can make a house.
But no man can make grass that grows. Men
cannot make a bird, a flower or any other living
thing. Did you know that? —

God is the One who made all these things.
God made the heavens and the earth. He made
people too. He created the first man and the
first woman. Jesus, the Great Teacher, taught
this.—Matthew 19:4-6.

How did Jesus know that God made man and

woman? Did Jesus see God do it? — Yes, he
15



did. Jesus was with
God when God
made man and
woman. Jesus was
the first person
that God made. He
was an angel, and
he lived and _
worked in heaven ¥
with his Father.

The Bible tells us R
that God said: "'Let us make man." Do you know
whom God was talking to? — He was talking to
his Son, the one who later came to earth and
became the Great Teacherl—Genesis 1:26.

Everything that God has done shows his love.
God made the sun. The sun gives us light and it
keeps us warm. Everything would be cold and
there would be no life on earth if we did not have
the sun. Aren't you glad that God made the
sun? —

God makes it rain too. Sometimes you may not
like the rain because you can’t go outside to play
when it rains. But the rain helps the flowers to
grow.

So when we see beautiful flowers, whom are
we going to thank for them? — God. And whom
should we thank when we eat fruits and
vegetables that taste good? — We should thank

God, because it is his sun and rain that make
16




things grow. God is so good to do all these
wonderful things for us.

Do you know where God is? — The Bible tells
us that God lives in heaven.

Can you see God? — No. The Bible says: ‘No
man can see God."' So no one should try to make
a picture or an image of God. God even tells us
not to try to make an image of him. So we should
not have things like those in our house, should
we? — —Exodus 33:20; 20:4, 9.

But if you cannot see God, how do you know
that there really is a God? — Think about this.
Can you see the wind? — No. Nobody can see
the wind. But you can see the things the wind
does. You can see the leaves move when the wind
blows through the branches of a tree. So you
believe that there is wind.

You can see the things God has done too.
When you see a living flower or a bird, you see
something God has made. So you believe that
there really is a God.

Someone might ask you, “Who made the sun
and the earth?’’ What would you say? — You
can say that God made them. The Bible says:
“God created the heavens and the earth.”
—Genesis 1:1.

What if someone asks you, “'Did God make
man and the animals too?” What will you
say? — Tell him: "'Yes, God made man and the
animals. God made the birds too.” The Bible
says: ‘God created all things.'—Ephesians 3:9.

17



Someone may tell you that he does not believe
in God. What will you say then? — Why not
point to a house? Ask the person: *“Who made
that house?"' Some man did. The house did not
make itself, did it? —

Then take the person to a garden and show
him a flower. Ask him: “Who made this?"" No
man did. Since the house did not make itself, this
flower did not make itself. Someone made it.
God did.

Ask the person to stop and listen to the song
of a bird. Then ask him: “Who made the birds
and taught them to sing?"' God did. God is the
One who made the heavens and the earth and all
living things! He is the One who gives life.

And how good it is to be alivel We can hear
the beautiful songs of the birds. We can see the
flowers and the other things that God has made.
And we can eat the foods that God has given us.

For all these things we should thank God. Most
of all, we should thank him for giving us life. If
we are really thankful to God, we will do some-
thing. What is that? — We will listen to God and
we will worship him in the way that he tells us
to in the Bible. In that way we can show that we
love the One who made all things.

{We should show appreciation to God for all that he has done. How?
Read what is written at Psalm 139:14 [138:14, Douay Versionl,
Revelation 4:11, John 4:23, 24 and 1 John 5:21.)

18



4 |
God Has a Name

HAT is your name? — You have a name.

So do . The first man on earth had a name.
God called him Adam. The first woman was
named Eve. Every man, woman and child has a
name.

Look up at the many, many stars at night. Do
you think they have names? — Yes, God gave a
name to each star in the sky. The Bible tells us:
""He is counting the number of the stars; all of
them he calls by their names.""—Psalm 147:4.

People and stars all have names. So do you
think that God has a name? — The Great
Teacher said that he does. He once said in
prayer to God: ‘| have made your name known
to my followers."—John 17:26.

Do you know God's name? — God himself
tells us what it is. He says: “‘| am Jehovah. That
is my name.” So God's name is JEHOVAH.
—Isaiah 42:8.

Do you like it when others remember your
name? — People like to be called by their
name. And Jehovah wants people to know his
name too. So we should use the name Jehovah
when we talk about God.

The Great Teacher used God's name Jehovah
when he spoke to people. One time he said:

19



“You must love Jehovah your God with your
whole heart."—Mark 12:30.

Jesus knew that ‘‘Jehovah™ is a very
important name. So he taught his followers to
use God's name. He even taught them to speak
about God’s name in their prayers.

Long ago God showed the importance of his
name to the man Moses. Moses was one of the
sons of Israel. The sons of Israel lived in a land
called Egypt. The Egyptians made the sons of
Israel slaves and were very mean to them. When
Moses grew up, he tried to help one of his
people. This made the king of Egypt angry. He
wanted to kill Moses! So Moses ran away from
Egypt.

Moses went to another land. It was the land
of Midian. There he worked as a shepherd,
taking care of sheep. One day he saw an
amazing thing. A thornbush was on fire, but it
was not burning up! Moses went closer to take
a better look.

Do you know what happened? — Moses
heard a voice from the middle of that burning
bush. The voice called, ‘‘Moses! Moses!"

Who was saying that? —It was God
speaking! God had a big work for Moses to do.
God said: ‘Come and let me send you to
Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, and you bring my
people the sons of Israel out of Egypt.' God

promised to help Moses.
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But Moses said to God: ‘Suppose | come to the
sons of Israel in Egypt and say to them that God
sent me. What if they ask me, What is his name?
What shall | say?’ God told Moses to tell the
sons of Israel: 'Jehovah has sent me to you.
Jehovah is my name forever."—Exodus 3:1-15.

This shows that God was going to keep the
name Jehovah. God wanted to be known by the
name Jehovah forever.

Moses went back to Egypt. The Egyptians
there did not really know Jehovah. They thought
that he was just a small god of the sons of Israel.
The Egyptians did not think that Jehovah was
the God of the whole earth. So Jehovah told the
king of Egypt: 'l am going to make my name
known in all the earth.'—Exodus 9:16.

Jehovah did make his name known in all
the earth. He had
Moses lead the
sons of Israel out
of Egypt. And
people in all the
earth soon heard
about Jehovah.

Today many
people are just as
those Egyptians
were. They do
not believe that
Jehovah is the God
of the whole earth.




So Jehovah wants his people to tell others about
him. This is what Jesus did.

Do you want to be like Jesus? — Then tell
others that God's name is Jehovah. You will find
that many persons do not know that. So perhaps
you can show them the scripture in the Bible at
Psalm 83:18. Let's get the Bible right now and
find that scripture together. It says: “That people
may know that you, whose name is Jehovah,
you alone are the Most High over all the earth.”

“Jehovah' is the most important name there
is. It is the name of the One who made all
things. And remember, Jesus said that we
should love Jehovah with our whole heart. Do
you love Jehovah? —

How can we show that we love him? — One
way is to tell others his name Jehovah. We can
also tell them about the wonderful things that
he has done. This will please Jehovah, because
he knows that people need to know about him.
We can have a share in doing that, can't we? —

Not everyone will want to listen when we
speak about Jehovah. Many people did not
listen even when Jesus talked about Him. But
that did not stop Jesus from speaking about
Jehovah.

So let's be like Jesus. Let's keep talking about
Jehovah. If we do, Jehovah God will be pleased
with us because we show love for his name.

(Now read together from the Bible a few more texts showing the im-
portance of God's name: John 17:26; Isaiah 12:4, 5; Romans 10:13.)
22



5 |
“This Is My Son”

VERYONE has a father. You have a father.

And | have a father. When a girl does good
things, her father is pleased to tell others: *'This
is my daughter.” And when a boy does what is
right, his father is proud to say: "‘This is my son."”

Jesus always does what pleases his Father.
So his Father feels pleased with him. And do you
know what Jesus' Father did? — He spoke all
the way from heaven to tell men: “This is my
Son."”

Jesus really loves his Father. He showed this
even before he came to the earth. He had a
wonderful place in heaven with his Father,
Jehovah God. But God had a special work for
Jesus to do. To do that work, Jesus had to leave
heaven. He had to be born as a baby on earth.
Jesus was willing to do this because Jehovah
wanted him to do it.

To be born as a baby on earth, Jesus had to
have a mother. Do you know who she was? —
Her name was Mary.

Jehovah sent his angel Gabriel from heaven
to talk to Mary. Gabriel told Mary she was
going to have a baby boy. The baby would be
named Jesus. And who would the baby's father

be? — The angel said that the baby's father
23



would be Jehovah God. That is why Jesus
would be called the Son of God.

How do you think Mary felt about this? — Did
she say, ‘I don't want to do that'? Did she say,
‘I don't want to be the mother of Jesus'? —

No, Mary was ready to do what God wanted.
She was very willing to listen to God’s angel. It
was like listening to God! And Mary wanted to
listen to God. She loved God and was glad to
do what Jehovah God wanted her to do.

But how could Jehovah cause his Son in
heaven to be born as a baby on earth? —
Jehovah is the most powerful one anywhere. He
can do things no one else can do. So Jehovah
took the life of his Son from heaven and put it
inside Mary. Jesus began to grow inside of Mary
just as other babies grow inside of their mothers.
After that Mary married Joseph.

Then the time came for Jesus to be born. He
was born in the city of Bethlehem. Mary and her
husband Joseph were visiting that city. But
Bethlehem was full of people. There was not
even a room where Mary and Joseph could stay
on the night that Jesus was born. They had to
put the baby Jesus in a manger. A manger is a
place that holds food for cows and other
animals to eat.

Exciting things happened on the night that
Jesus was born. Near Bethlehem an angel
talked to some shepherds. He told the shepherds
what an important person Jesus was. He said to
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them: ‘Look! I am
telling you good
news that will make
people happy. To-
day someone was
born who will save
the people.” Jesus
would do many
good things for
people who love
God.—Luke 2:10,
|y

This was good
news! Other angels
in heaven began to join together in praising
God. They were happy! The shepherds could
hear what they said.

Now the shepherds wanted to see Jesus. The
angel told them that they could find Jesus in
Bethlehem. So they went there. When the
shepherds got there to see Jesus, they told
Joseph and Mary all the good things they had
heard. This made Joseph and Mary very thankful
to God. Can you imagine how happy Mary was
that she had been willing to be the mother of
Jesus?

Later, Joseph and Mary took Jesus to the
city of Nazareth. That is where Jesus grew up.
When he was grown, he began his great
teaching work. This was part of the work
Jehovah God wanted his Son to do on earth.
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About three years later, Jesus and some of his
followers went up on a high mountain. What
happened there? — As the others watched,
Jesus’ clothes began to shine brightly. Then
God’s own voice was heard. Jehovah said about
Jesus: “'This is my Son, the beloved.” God was
pleased with his Son.—Mark 9:2-8.

Jesus always did what was right. He did not
pretend to be someone that he really was not.
He did not tell people that he was God. The
angel Gabriel had told Mary that Jesus would
be called the Son of God. Jesus himself said that
he is God's Son. And he did not tell people that
he knew more than his Father. He said: “‘The
Father is greater than | am.”"—John 14:28,

When Jesus' Father gave him work to do,
Jesus did it. He did not say, ‘Yes, | will do it,’
but then do something else. He loved his Father.
So he listened to what his Father said.

We want to please Jehovah too, don't we? —
Then we must show that we really listen to God,
as Jesus did. God speaks to us through the
Bible. It would not be right to pretend to listen
to God, but then believe and do things that
are contrary to the Bible, would it? — And
remember, we won’t find it hard to please
Jehovah if we really love him.

(Other texts showing why we need to know and believe what the
Bible really says about Jesus: Matthew 7:21-23, 1 Timothy 2:5, 6
and John 4:25, 26.)
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| 6
The Great Teacher
Served Other People

O YOU like it when someone does some-

thing for you? — Well, other people like it
when someone does something for them too.
We all do. The Great Teacher knew that, and he
was always doing things for people. He said: ‘I
came, not to be served, but to serve.'—Maithew
20:28.

So, if we want to be like the Great Teacher,
what must we do? — We must serve others. We
must do good things for them.

It is true, many people do not do this. In fact,
most people always want others to serve them.
At one time even Jesus’ followers felt this way.
Each one wanted to be the most important.

Jesus knew that it was not right for them to
think this way. So, one day he gave them a
lesson that they would never forget.

While they were having a meal together,
Jesus got up from the table. He took a wash-
basin and put water into it. As they watched,
Jesus went around to each one of them, bent
down and washed their feet. Then he dried their
feet with a towel. Just think of that! What if you
had been there and Jesus had washed your
feet? How would you have felt? —
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His followers did not feel it was right for the
Great Teacher to serve them in this way. They
felt embarrassed. In fact, one of them was not
going to let Jesus do this lowly service for him.
But Jesus said that it was important for him to
do it.

We do not usually wash one another’'s feet
today. But it was common to do it when Jesus
was on earth. Do you know why? —

Well, in the land where they lived, people
wore open sandals on their bare feet. So when
they walked on the dirt roads, their feet got
covered with dust. It
ﬁ was a kindness to
{
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one of Jesus' followers offered to wash the feet
of the others. So Jesus did it himself. By doing
this, Jesus taught his followers an important
lesson. They needed to learn this lesson. And it
is a lesson that we today need to learn.

Do you know what that lesson is? — After
Jesus took his place at the table again, he
explained: ‘Do you understand what | did to
you? You call me ‘‘Teacher” and “Lord,"” and
you are right. If |, your Teacher and Llord,
washed your feet, then you should wash the
feet of one another.'—John 13:2-14.

Here the Great Teacher showed that he
wanted his followers to serve one another. He
did not want them to think only about them-
selves. He did not want them to think that they
were so important that others should always
serve them. He wanted them to be willing to
serve others.

Wasn't that a fine lesson? — Will you be like
the Great Teacher and serve other people? —
We can all do things for others.

It is not hard to serve other people. If you
watch, you will find many things that you can
do for other persons.

Think now: Is there anything you can do to
help your mother? You know that she does many
things for you and the rest of the family. Can
you help her? — Why not ask her? —

Maybe you can set the table before the family
eats. Or maybe you can stack the dirty
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dishes after the family finishes eating. Some
children take the garbage out every day.
Whatever it is you can do, it will be serving
others, even as Jesus did.

Do you have younger brothers and sisters
that you can serve? — Remember, Jesus, the
Great Teacher, served even his followers. By
serving your younger brothers and sisters, you
will be copying Jesus.

What can you do for them? Can you think of
anything? — Maybe you can help them to learn
to put their toys away when they are finished
playing. Or maybe you can help them to get
ready for bed. They will come to love you for
doing these things, just as Jesus' followers
loved him.

In school, too, you can serve other people. If
someone drops his books, it would be kind of
you to help him to pick them up. You might offer
to clean the blackboard for your teacher, or to
do something else for her. Even holding the door
open for someone is a kind service.

At times we will find that people will not
thank us for serving them. Do you think this
should stop us from doing good? — No! Many
people did not thank Jesus for his good works.
But that did not stop him from doing good.

So let's never hold back from serving people.
Let's always follow the example of Jesus.

{For more scriptures about helping other people, read Romans 15:1,
2, Proverbs 3:27, 28 and Galatians 6:2.)
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44
Obedience Protects You

OULD you like it if you could do anything

you wanted? Are there times when you
wish that no one would ever tell you what to do?
Now, be honest and tell me. —

But which is better for you? Is it really wise
to do anything you want? Or do things turn out
better when you obey your father and your
mother? — God says that you should obey your
parents, so there must be a good reason for it.
Let's see if we can figure it out.

How old are you? — Do you know how old
your father is? — How old is your mother? —
They have lived much longer than you have. And
the longer a person lives the more time he has
to learn things. He hears more things, and sees
more things and does more things every year.
So young folks can learn from older ones.

Who has lived longer than you or | or any
other person? — Jehovah God has. He knows
more than you do and he knows more than | do.
When he tells us what is good for us, we can be
sure that it is right. If we do what he says, it will
protect us. We should always obey him.

So you see, | need to be obedient too. | need
to obey God. It is for my own good. And it
brings good to you too when you obey God.
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Let's get out our Bible and see what God tells
children to do. Can you find the book of
Ephesians? — We are going to read from
Ephesians chapter six, verses one, two and three.
It says: ““Children, be obedient to your parents
in union with the Lord, for this is righteous:
‘Honor your father and your mother'; which is
the first command with a promise: ‘That it may
go well with you and you may endure a long
time on the earth.’"

That is in the Bible. So it is Jehovah God who
is telling you to be obedient to your parents.

What does it mean to “honor'" your father
and your mother? — It means that you are to
show them respect. You should listen to them
and do what they say without complaining. And
God promises that if you obey, it will “'go well
with you."




| know a story about some people whose lives
were saved because they were obedient. Would
you like to hear it? —

These people lived in the big city of Jerusalem
long ago. Most of the people in that city were
bad. They did not listen to God. Jehovah sent
his own Son to teach them. But they still did not
listen. What would God do to them? —

The Great Teacher warned them that God
was going to have their city destroyed. He said
that armies of soldiers would camp around the
city and ruin it. He also told the people how
they could escape if they loved what was right.
This is what he said:

‘When you see armies all around Jerusalem,
then is the time to get out of Jerusalem and run
to the mountains.'—Luke 21:20-22.

It happened just as Jesus said it would. The
armies of Rome came to attack Jerusalem. They
camped all around. Then for some reason they
left. Most of the people thought that the danger
was past. They stayed in the city. But what had
Jesus said they should do? —

What would you have done if you had
been living in Jerusalem? — Those who really
believed Jesus left their homes and ran far
away from Jerusalem into the mountains. Not
only grown-ups went; children went with them.

But were they really protected because they
were obedient? — For a whole year nothing
happened to Jerusalem. For three years nothing
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happened. But then in the fourth year the armies
of Rome came back. For those who had stayed
in Jerusalem it was now too late to escape.
This time the armies destroyed the city. Most of
the people inside were killed.

But what happened to those who had obeyed
Jesus? — They were far away from Jerusalem.
So they were not hurt. Obedience protected
them.

If you are obedient, will that protect you
too? — Yes. Let me show you how. | may tell
you never to play in the street. Why do | do
that? — It is because you might be hit by a car
and get killed. But someday you might think:
“There are-no cars right now. | won't get hurt.
Other children play in the street, and | have
never seen them get hurt."

That is how most of the people in Jerusalem
thought. After the armies of Rome had left, it
looked safe. Others were staying in the city. So
they stayed too. They had been warned, but
they did not listen. As a result, they lost their
lives. And children who play in the street can
lose their lives too. How much better it is to obey!

Obeying just some of the time is not enough.
But if you always obey, it really will protect you.

Who is it that tells you, “'Be obedient to your
parents’'? — It is God. And, remember, he says
that because he really loves you.

(Here are some more fine scriptures showing the importance of obedi-
ence: Ecclesiastes 12:13; Colossians 3:20; Proverbs 23:22.)
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8
A Good Neighbor

O YOU know anyone who has a skin color

different from yours? — In some places the
skin color of most people is black or brown. In
other places almost everyone has white skin.
They are born that way.

Does it make you better than other people if
you have a different skin color than they do? —
Should a person with black skin think that he is
better than someone whose skin is white? Or
should someone with white skin think he is
better than a person whose skin is black? What
do you think? —

If we listen to the Great Teacher, Jesus Christ,
we will be kind to everyone. It does not make
any difference what nation a person may come
from or what his skin color is. We ought to love
people of all kinds. This is what Jesus taught.

One day a Jew came to ask Jesus a hard
question. This man thought Jesus would not
know the answer. He said: ‘What must | do to
live forever?'

This was an easy question for the Great
Teacher. But instead of answering it himself,
Jesus asked the man: ‘What does God's law
say we must do?'

The man answered: ‘The law of God says,
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“You must love Jehovah your God with all your
heart, and you must love your neighbor as
yourself."" '

Jesus said: ‘You answered right. Keep on
doing this and you will get eternal life.’

But the man did not want to love everyone.
So he tried to find an excuse. He asked Jesus:
“Who really is my neighbor?" How would you
have answered that? Who really is your
neighbor? —

This man may have wanted Jesus to say:
‘Your neighbors are your friends." But what
about other people? Are they our neighbors
too? —

To answer the question, Jesus told a story. It
was about a Jew and a Samaritan. This is how
it went:

A man was going down the road from the
city of Jerusalem to Jericho. This man was a
Jew. As he was walking along, robbers grabbed
him. They knocked him down, and took his
money and his clothes. The robbers beat him up
and left him beside the road half-dead.

A short time later a priest came along that
road. He saw the man who was badly hurt.
What did he do? What would you have
done? —

The priest just went over to the other side of
the road. He did not even stop. He did not do
anything at all to help the man.

Then another very religious man came down
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the road. He was a
Levite, who served
in the temple at
Jerusalem. Would
he stop to help? He
did the very same
thing as the priest.
He offered no help.
Was that the right
= thing to do? —
qully a Samaritan came along the road.
He saw the Jew lying there badly hurt. Now,
most Samaritans and Jews did not like each
other. So would this Samaritan leave the man
without helping him? Would he say to himself:
‘Why should | help this Jew? He would not help
me if | were hurt'?

Well, this Samaritan looked at the man lying
beside the road, and he felt very sorry for him.
He could not leave him and let him die.

So the Samaritan got off his animal. He
went over to the man, and began caring for
his wounds. He poured oil and wine upon them.
This would help the wounds to heal. Then he
wrapped up the wounds with a cloth.

The Samaritan gently lifted the hurt man up
on his animal. Then they went slowly on down
the road until they came to an inn, or a small
hotel. Here the Samaritan got a place for the
man to stay, and he took good care of him.

Now Jesus asked the man to whom he was
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talking: "Which one of these three men do you
think was the good neighbor?' How would you
answer? Was it the priest, the Levite or the
Samaritan? —

The man answered: ‘The Samaritan was the
good neighbor. He stopped and took care of
the hurt man.’

Jesus said: ‘You are right. So go your way
and do the same yourself."—Luke 10:25-37.

Wasn't that a fine story? — It makes clear
who our neighbors are. Our neighbors are not
only our close friends. Our neighbors are
not only persons of our own country, or persons
who have the same skin color as we do. Our
neighbors are people of all kinds.

So if you see someone hurt, what will you
do? — What if the person is from a different
country or has a skin color different from
yours? — He is still your neighbor. So you
should help him. If you feel too small to help,
then you can ask me to help. Or you can call
a policeman, or a schoolteacher. That is being
like the Samaritan man.

The Great Teacher wants us to be kind. He
wants us to help others, no matter who they may
be. That is why he told the story about the man
who was a good neighbor.

{On this matter of how we should view people of other races and
nations, also read Acts 10:34, 35; 17:26; Matthew 5:44-48.)
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There Is Someone Higher

AVE you ever heard anyone say, ‘| wish |
were a grown-up so | could do anything |
wanted''? — Have you ever wished that? —

It is true that grown-ups can do some things
that children cannot. But none of us can make
all our own rules for life. There is someone
higher than we are. Do you know who that
is? —

Most people agree that God is certainly
higher than we are. But it is not enough to say
it. We have to prove we believe it by the
things that we do.

This is shown by what happened to Adam
and Eve. They were the first man and woman.
Some people say that the story about Adam
and Eve is only make-believe. But the Great
Teacher did not say that. He knew that it was
true. Listen, and | will tell you what happened.

When God made Adam and Eve, he put them
into a beautiful garden in a place called Eden.
It was a park, a paradise. They could have
lived there forever. But there was a lesson that
they needed to learn. And it is a lesson that we
need to learn too. It is not a hard one. It is easy
if we really want to learn it.

Jehovah told Adam and Eve that they could
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eat all the fruit and nuts that they wanted from
the trees in Eden. But there was just one tree
from which they were not to eat. Jehovah said
to Adam: “‘But as for the tree of the knowledge
of good and bad you must not eat from it, for
in the day you eat from it you will positively
die."—Genesis 2:17.

What would happen if they ate from that one
tree? — They would die. Their life depended on
obedience to Jehovah God. It was not enough
just to say that they believed in God. They had
to show it by the things they did. That was the
lesson. It was not really a hard one, was it? —
But it was very important.

If Adam and Eve obeyed God, they would
be showing that they loved him and wanted
him to be their Ruler. But if they ate from that
tree, what would it show? — It would show
that they really were not thankful for all the
things that God had
given them. They
would be saying:
“Nobody can tell us
what to do. We are
going to do just as
we please."

What would you
have done if you
had been there?
Would you have
obeyed Jehovah?




Or would you have eaten from that tree? —

At first Adam and Eve did obey God. But
then a serpent or a snake spoke to Eve one day.
Of course, a serpent cannot speak all by itself.
It was an angel that made it seem as if the
serpent was speaking. That angel had begun
to think bad things. He wanted Adam and Eve
to worship him. He wanted them to do the
things that he said. He wanted to take God's
place.

So that bad angel put wrong ideas into the
mind of Eve. He said to her: ‘God did not tell
you the truth. You will not die if you eat from
that tree. You will become wise like God.'
Would you have believed what that voice
said? —

Eve had no right to believe what the serpent
said. Everything she had was from God. But now
she began to want something that God had not
given her. She ate from the tree. Then she gave
some to Adam.

Adam did not believe what the serpent said.
But his wanting to be with Eve was stronger
than his love for God. So he ate from the tree
too.—Genesis 3:1-6.

What was the result? — God had not lied.
Life does depend on obedience to him. So Adam
and Eve died. And they brought death to all
mankind.

The Bible tells us that the angel that lied to
Eve is called Satan the Devil. He is the enemy

41



of God. And he is our enemy too.—Revelation
12:9.

He wants to make everyone disobey Jehovah.
So he tries to put bad ideas into our minds. He
says that nobody really loves Jehovah. He says
that you and | don't love God and that we don't
really want to do what God says. But is he right?
Are we like that? —

The Devil says that we will quit serving
Jehovah if someone makes it a little hard for us.
He says that we obey Jehovah only when
everything goes the way we like it. He says that
everyone is like that. Is he right? —

The Great Teacher said that the Devil is a liar!
He proved that there are people who really love
Jehovah. He did not say: ‘Nobody can tell me
what to do." Instead, he said: “The Father is
greater than | am." He obeyed Jehovah. And he
did not do it only when it was easy. He did it
all the time, even when other people made it
hard for him. He proved true to Jehovah right
down till he died. That is why God brought him
back to life, to live forever.—John 14:28.

That is what the Great Teacher did. But what
will we do? — If we disobey Jehovah, then we
are doing what the Devil wants us to do. But
if we truly love our God, we will obey his
commandments. We will do it every day. And
we will do it because we really want to.

(Whom will we serve—Jehovah or the Devil? Read what the Bible
says about this matter ot Job 1:8-12; 2:1-5; 27:5; Proverbs 27:11.)
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10|
One Leper Gave Glory to God

DID your mother fix a good meal for you
today? — It was kind of her to do that,
wasn't it? — Did you thank her? — Sometimes
we forget to say “Thank you' when others do
kind things for us, don't we? When the Great
Teacher was on earth, there were some lepers
who forgot to say '‘Thank you."

Do you know what a leper is? — A leper is a
person who has the sickness called leprosy. That
sickness can even cause some of a person's flesh
fo fall off. When Jesus lived on earth, lepers
had to live away from other people. And if
a leper saw another person coming, he had to
call out: 'l am a leper. Stay away!' Otherwise
people might catch the leper's sickness.

Jesus was very kind to lepers. One day, on
his way to Jerusalem, Jesus came near a small
town. Ten lepers came out to see him.

The lepers did not come close to Jesus. They
stood far off. But they had heard that Jesus had
power from God to cure all kinds of sickness,
even leprosy. So they called out to him, ‘Jesus,
leacher, help us!'

Do you feel sorry for persons who are
ick? — Jesus did. He knew how sad it was to
>e a leper. So he answered them, and said:
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'‘Go and show yourselves to God's priests.’

Why did Jesus tell them to do this? — It was
because of the law that Jehovah gave his
people. This law said that God's priest was to
look at the flesh of a leper. The priest would tell
the leper when all of his sickness had left him.
Then he could live with well people again.
—Leviticus 13:16, 17.

But these ten lepers still had their sickness.
So would they go and see the priest just as Jesus
said? — Yes, they did right away. These men
must have believed that Jesus would take away
their sickness.

And what happened? — Well, while they
were on their way to the priest, their sickness
left them. Their flesh was healed. They were
made well! Their belief in Jesus' power was
rewarded. What joy they felt!

But, now, what should they have done to
show their thanks? What would you have
done? —

One of the healed men came back to Jesus.
He began giving glory to Jehovah, saying good
things about God. That was the right thing to
do, because the power to heal him came from
God. The man also fell down at the feet of the
Great Teacher and thanked him. He was so
grateful for what Jesus had done.

But what about the other nine men? Jesus
asked: ‘There were ten lepers who were made
well, were there not? Where are the other nine?
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Did only one turn back to give glory to God?'

Yes, it is true. Only one of the ten lepers gave
glory to God, and came back to thank Jesus.
And this person was a Samaritan, @ man from
another country. The other nine men did not
thank God; at least they did not thank Jesus.
—Luke 17:11-19.

Which of those men are you like? — We both
want to be like the Samaritan man, don't
we? — So, when someone does something kind
for us, what should we remember to do? — We
ought to express our thanks.

People often forget to say “Thank you." But
it is good to say “Thank you." It is the right
thing to do. And when you do it, Jehovah God
and his Son Jesus are pleased. :

If you think about it, you will
remember that people have done
many things for
you. Do you ever
remember being
sick? — You may
never have been as
sick as those ten
lepers. But you may
have had a bad
cold, or a pain in
your stomach. Did
your mother or your
father take care
of you? — Are you
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glad that they helped you to get better? —

The Samaritan man thanked Jesus for making
him well, and this made Jesus happy. Do you
think your mother or father will be happy if you
say "“Thank you' when they do things for
you? — Yes, they will.

At times people do things for us every day or
every week. It may be their work to do this.
They may even be happy to do it. But we may
forget to thank them.

Your schoolteacher may work hard to help
you to learn many things. This is her work. But
she will be pleased if you thank her for helping
you to learn.

Sometimes people just do little things for you.
Does anyone ever hold a door open for you? —
Or does anyone ever pass food to you at the
dinner table? — It is good to say “Thank you"
for even these little things.

If we remember to say "“Thank you" to people
on earth, then we are more likely to remember
to say “Thank you" to our Father in heaven.
And how many things there are for which to
thank Jehovah! He gave us our life, and all the
good things that make life pleasant. So we have
every reason to give glory to God by saying
good things about him each day.

(As to the expressing of thanks, read also Psalm 92:1 [91:1, Dyl
and Ephesians 5:20.)
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11
Jesus Teaches Us to Pray

O YOU talk to Jehovah God? — He wants

you to talk to him. When you talk to God,
this is called prayer.

Jesus often spoke to his Father in heaven.
Sometimes he wanted to be alone when he
talked to God. One time, the Bible says, “he
went up into the mountain by himself to pray.
Though it became late, he was there alone.”
—Matthew 14:23.

Where can you go to pray to Jehovah
alone? — Maybe you can talk to God alone
before you go to bed at night. Jesus said:
“When you pray, go into your private room and,
after shutting your door, pray to your Father.”
Do you pray to God each night before you go
to sleep? — It is a good thing to do.—Matthew
6:6.

Jesus also prayed when other people were
with him. When he had meetings with his
disciples, Jesus would pray. You can go to
Christian meetings where prayer is said. At
these meetings usually an older person will pray.
Listen carefully to what he says, because he is
talking to God for you. Then you will be able to
say “Amen’’ to the prayer.

Do you know what it means to say “Amen"”
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at the end of a prayer? — It means that you
like the prayer. It means that you agree with it,
and that you want it to be your prayer too.

Jesus also prayed at mealtimes. He thanked
Jehovah for his food. Do you always pray before
you eat your meals? —

It is good for us to thank Jehovah for the
food before we start eating. Your father may
say the prayer when you eat together. But what
if you eat by yourself? Or what if you have a
meal with people who do not thank Jehovah? —
Then you need to say your own prayer.

Do you always have to pray out loud? —
No. Jehovah can hear your prayer even if you
say it in your heart. So you can say a silent
prayer to Jehovah when you are with people
who do not pray to God. For example, you
might say a silent prayer when you eat lunch
at school.

Should you bow your head when you pray?
Should you get down on your knees? What do
you think? —

Sometimes Jesus bent his knees when he
prayed. At times he would lift his head toward
heaven as he prayed. And he also spoke about
praying to God while standing up.

So what does this show? Do you always have
to be in the same position when you
pray? — The position you are in is not the
important thing. But at times it is good to bow
your head. At other times you may even want
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to get down on your knees as Jesus did. But,
remember, we can pray to God at any time
during the day or night and he will hear us.

The important thing in prayer is that we really
believe that Jehovah is listening. Do you believe
that Jehovah hears you? —

What should we say in our prayers to
Jehovah? — Tell me: When you pray, what do
you talk to God about? —

Jehovah gives us so many good things, and
it is right to thank him for them, isn't it? —
We thank him for the food we eat. But have
you ever thanked him for the blue sky, the green
trees and the pretty flowers? — He made those
too.

Jesus’ disciples once asked him to teach them
how to pray. And the Great Teacher showed
them what were the most important things to
pray for. Do you know
what these things
are? — Get your Bible
and open it to Matthew
chapter 6. In verses 9
through 13 we find
what many persons call
“the Llord's Prayer.”
Let's read it
together.

Here we learn
that Jesus told us to
pray about God's
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name. He said to pray that God's name be
sanctified or treated as holy. What is God's
name? — The Bible tells us that it is Jehovah,
and we should love that name.

Second, Jesus taught us to pray for God's
kingdom to come. This kingdom is so important
because it will bring peace to the earth and
make it a paradise.

Third, the Great Teacher said to pray for
God's will to be done on earth just as it is done
in heaven. That means that we should do God's
will.

Jesus also taught us to pray for the food we
need for the day. And he said that we should
tell God that we are sorry when we do things
that are wrong. We should ask God to forgive
us. But before he will, we must forgive others if
they do wrong to us. Do you do that? —

Finally, Jesus said, we should pray that
Jehovah God will protect us from the wicked
one, Satan the Devil. So, all of these are good
things to pray to God about.

We should believe that Jehovah hears our
prayers and we should keep on thanking him,
besides asking him to help us. Jehovah likes
to hear us pray to him. He is happy when we
mean what we say in prayer and when we ask
him for the right things. And he will give us
these things. Do you believe that? —

(More good counsel about prayer is found at 1 Peter 3:12, 1 John
5:14 and Romans 12:12.)
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12
Tempted by the Devil

ID anyone ever ask you to do something that

was wrong? — Did he dare you to do it?
Or did he say it would be fun and that it would
not really be wrong to do it? — When someone
does this to us, he is trying to tempt us.

What should we do when we are tempted?
Should we give in and do what is wrong? —
That would not please Jehovah God. But do you
know whom it would make happy? — Satan
the Devil.

Satan is the enemy of God and he is our
enemy. We cannot see him, because he is a
spirit. But he can see us. One day the Devil
talked with Jesus, the Great Teacher, and tried
to tempt him. Let's find out what Jesus did. Then
we will know the right thing to do when we are
tempted.

Jesus had gone away to the mountains to
pray to God. He wanted to think about the work
God gave him to do.

While Jesus was there in the mountains, forty
days and nights went by! All of this time Jesus
did not eat anything. Jesus was now very
hungry.

This is when Satan tried to tempt Jesus. The
Devil said: “If you are a son of God, tell this
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stone to become a loaf of bread.” How good
some bread would taste!

But could Jesus have turned a stone into a
loaf of bread? — Yes, he could. For Jesus is
the Son of God. He has special powers.

Would you have made the stone a loaf of
bread if the Devil asked you to do it? — Jesus
was hungry. So would it have been all right
to do it just once? — Jesus knew that it would
be wrong to use his powers in this way. Jehovah
gave him these powers to draw people to God,
not to use them on himself.

So, instead, Jesus told Satan that it is written
in the Bible: ‘Man must live, not on bread alone,
but on every word that comes forth from
Jehovah's mouth." Jesus knew that doing what

' pleases Jehovah is even more
important than having food to eat.

But the Devil tried again. He
took Jesus into Jerusalem and
had him stand up on a high part
of the temple. Then the Devil said
to Jesus: 'If you are a son of God,
throw yourself down from
here. For it is written that
God's angels will keep you
from hurting yourself." What
did Jesus do? —

Again, Jesus did not listen
to Satan. He told Satan
that it was wrong to test
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Jehovah by taking chances with his life.

Still Satan did not give up. He took Jesus
along to a very high mountain. He showed him
all the kingdoms of the world and their glory.
Then Satan said to Jesus: ‘All these things | will
give you if you bow down and do an act of
worship to me." What would you have done? —

Jesus would not do it. He knew it would be
wrong to worship the Devil no matter what he
would get. So Jesus said to the Devil: ‘Go away,
Satan! For the Bible says, It is Jehovah your God
you must worship, and you must serve only him.'
—Luke 4:1-13; Matthew 4:1-10.

We are faced with temptations too. Do you
know how? — Here is an example.

Your mother may make a delicious pie or
cake for dinner. But she may tell you not to eat
any of it until mealtime. You may be very
hungry. So you may feel tempted to eat it. Will

53



you obey your mother? — Satan wants you to
disobey.

But remember Jesus. He was very hungry too.
But he knew that pleasing God was more
important.

As you grow a little older, it may be that
some other children will ask you to swallow
some pills. Or they may give you a cigarette to
smoke. They may tell you that these will make
you feel really good. But these things may be
drugs. They can make you very sick, and can
even kill you. What will you do? —

Remember Jesus. Satan tried to get Jesus to
take chances with his life by telling him to jump
off the temple. But Jesus would not do it. He
did not listen to Satan. Neither should you listen
to anyone who tries to get you to take drugs.

It is easy to do what is right when everyone
else is doing it. But it can be pretty hard when
others are trying to get us to do wrong. They
may say that what they are doing is not so bad.
But the big question is, What does God say
about it? He knows best.

So no matter what others say, we will not do
things God says are not right. In that way we
will always make God happy, and will never
serve the Devil.

(More good advice about how to resist templation to do wrong is
found at Matthew 26:41, Proverbs 22:24, 25 and Psalm 1:1, 2.)
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13
Those Who Became

Jesus' Disciples

AM thinking of the finest servant of God that

ever lived on earth. Do you know who he
is? — That's right. Jesus Christ.

Do you think that you and | can be like
him? — Well, the Bible says that he set the
example for us to follow. And he invites us to
be his disciples.

What does it mean to be Jesus’ disciples? —
It means several things. To be Jesus' disciples,
we must learn from him. But that is not all. We
must really believe what he says. Do you really
believe everything that Jesus says? — If we
really believe, we will do what he tells us, won't
we? —

Many people say that they believe in Jesus.
But are all of them really his disciples? Do you
think they are? —

No; most of them are not. They may go to
church once in a while. But many of them have
never taken time to learn what Jesus taught.
If you try to talk to them about Jesus, they may
say they are not interested. And they do not
share in the preaching work that Jesus told his
disciples to do. So they are not really his

disciples.
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What kind of people become disciples of
Jesus? Do you know? — It would be interesting
to meet some of those who were Jesus' disciples
when he was a man on earth.

Some of them were fishermen. One day while
Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee he
saw Peter and his brother Andrew. They were
letting down a fishing net into the sea. Jesus
called to them: ""Come after me."

Going a little farther, Jesus saw two other
men who were brothers. Their names were James
and John. They were in a boat with their father,
repairing their fishing nets. Jesus called James
and John to be his disciples too.

If Jesus had called you, what would you have
done? Would you have gone with Jesus right
away? — These men knew who Jesus was.
They knew that Jesus had been sent by God. So
at once they left their fishing business and
followed Jesus.—Matthew 4:18-22.

It is plain that these men were willing. They
wanted to do what was right, and that is
important. But they were not perfect. Consider
Peter. There were times when he said the wrong
thing, and it got him into trouble. But he had
a good heart. He did not try to make it appear
that he had done no wrong when he knew that
he had done wrong. He listened and was willing
to change. If we are willing like Peter, we can
be disciples of Jesus too.

Jesus also spoke to a rich young ruler. Could
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a man like this become a disciple of Jesus? —
He showed interest. He asked Jesus how to
gain eternal life. Jesus explained this to him. But
when the man learned that being a disciple of
Jesus had to be more important in his life than
his money, he became unhappy. Jesus invited
him: “Come be my follower.” But the man did
not join him. He loved his money more than he
loved God.—Luke 18:18-25.

Jesus invited all sorts of people to be his
disciples. Even those who had lived bad lives
could change. But they must be willing to learn
and turn around and go the right way. They
must really want to please God. Is that what you
want to do? —

The only disciples that we have talked about
so far were men. Does that mean that only men
could be disciples of Jesus? — No. Women
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became disciples too. The Bible even tells about
a family in which four daughters were busy
telling other people about God. What a happy
family that must have beenl—Acts 21:8, 9.

When Jesus was teaching, he took a special
interest in young children. Why did he do
that? — He knew that children could also
become his disciples. It is true that grown-ups
can do some things that children cannot do. But
grown-ups are not the only ones who can learn
from Jesus. And they are not the only ones who
can talk about God. You can do those things too.

Do you want to be a disciple of Jesus? — |
do. That is really the best thing that any of us
can do.

But, remember, just saying that we are
Christians does not make us disciples of the
Great Teacher, does it? — If we are really his
disciples, it should show in everything we do.

We will not pretend to be Christians only
when we go to meetings where we talk about
God, but then be bad at other times. We will
live like Christians here at home.

Does being a Christian also include how you
act when you play with other children? —
Should it affect what a man does when he is
at work? — Yes, if we are really Jesus' disciples,
then we must act that way all day long, no
matter where we are.

(Now read together what the Bible soys obout Jesus' disciples of
Matthew 28:19, 20, John 8:31, 32 and Luke 6:13-15.)
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Power over Wind and Waves

AVE you ever been in a storm when the

wind was blowing very hard? — Were you
afraid? — It is good to be careful at a time like
that. For you could be hurt in a bad storm.

So what should you do when the wind starts
blowing hard, or when you see lightning flash
from the sky? What do you think? — The wise
thing to do is to go indoors. If you don't, the
wind could blow down a branch of a iree on
you. Or lightning could strike you. Hundreds of
persons are killed every year in storms.

You and | cannot stop strong winds from
blowing. And we cannot calm the big waves of
the sea. In fact, there is no human alive that
can do this. But did you know that there once
lived on earth someone who had power over
wind and waves? — It was Jesus, the Great
Teacher. Would you like to hear what he
did? —

Late one day after he had been teaching by
the Sea of Galilee, he said to his disciples: “‘Let
us cross to the other side of the lake.” So they
set out in a boat and started to sail across the
lake.

Jesus was very tired. He had worked hard
all day. So he went to the back of the boat and
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lay down on a pillow. Soon he was fast asleep.

The disciples stayed awake to keep the boat
on its course. Everything was all right for a
while, but then a strong wind sprang up. It blew
harder and harder, and the waves kept getting
bigger. The waves began splashing into the
boat, and the boat started to fill up with water.
The disciples were afraid they were going to sink.

But Jesus was not afraid. He was still asleep
in the back of the boat. Finally, the disciples
woke him up, and said: ‘Teacher, Teacher, save
us; we are about to die in this sform.’

At that, Jesus got up and spoke to the wind
and the waves. ‘““Hush! Be quiet!” he said. Right
away the wind stopped blowing. The lake
became calm.

The disciples were amazed. They had never
seen anything like it before. They began saying
to one another: “Who really is this, for he
orders even the winds and the water, and they
obey him?"—Mark 4:35-41; Luke 8:22-25.

Do you know who Jesus is? — Do you know
from where he receives his great power? — The
disciples should not have been afraid when Jesus
was there with them, because Jesus was no
ordinary man. He could do wonderful things
that no other person could do. Let me tell you
about something else that he once did on a
stormy sea.

It was sometime later, on another day. When
it became evening Jesus told his disciples to

60




board a boat and go ahead of him to the
other side of the sea. Then Jesus went up into
the mountain by himself. It was a quiet place
where he could pray to his Father, Jehovah God.

The disciples got into the boat, and started
to sail across the sea. But soon a wind began
blowing. It blew harder and harder. It was now
nighttime.

The men took down the sail and began to row.
But they were not getting very far, because the
strong wind was blowing against them. The
boat was rocking back and forth in the high
waves, and water was splashing in. The men
worked hard trying to reach shore, but they
could not.

Jesus was still alone in the mountain.
He had been there a long time. But now
he could see that his disciples were in
danger in the high waves. So he
came down from the mountain :
to the edge of the sea. He did
not jump in and :
start to swim, and
he did not wade
into the water.
No, but Jesus
started walking out
over the top of
the stormy sea just
like we would walk
on green grass!




What would happen if you tried to walk on
water? Do you know? — You would sink, and
you might drown. But Jesus was different. He
had special powers.

Jesus had a long walk of about three or four
miles to reach the boat. So it was about dawn
when the disciples saw Jesus coming toward
them over the water. But they couldn't believe
what they saw. They were very frightened, and
they cried out in their fear.

Then Jesus spoke to them: ““Take courage, it
is I; have no fear."

As soon as Jesus got up into the boat, the
storm stopped. The disciples were again amazed.
They fell down before Jesus, and said: ‘‘You
are really God's Son.""—Matthew 14:23-33;
John 6:16-21.

Wouldn't it have been wonderful to live back
then and to see Jesus do things like that? —
Well, we can live at a time when Jesus will do
things that are just as wonderful.

The Bible says that God has made Jesus the
Ruler in the kingdom of God, and soon only his
government will rule over this earth. No one
who is living then will ever have to be afraid of
a storm. Jesus will use his power over wind
and waves for the blessing of all who obey him.
Won't that be a wonderful time in which to
live? —

(Other texts showing the great power of Jesus as the one whom God
makes Ruler in the kingdom of God are: Matthew 28:18; Daniel 7:
13, 14; Ephesians 1:20-22.)
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15
The Unforgiving Slave

AS anyone ever done something wrong to

you? — Did he hurt you or say something
unkind to you? — It made you feel bad, didn't
it? —

When something like that happens, should
you treat the other person in the same unkind
way that he treats you? — Many people would.

But the Great Teacher said that we should
forgive those who do wrong to us. To show how
very important it is to be forgiving, Jesus told
a story. Would you like to hear it? —

Once there was a king. He was a good king.
He was very kind. He would even lend money
to his slaves when they needed help.

But the day came when the king wanted to
get his money back. So he called his slaves who
owed him money, and asked them to pay him.
Well, one man owed the king sixty million
pieces of money! That is a lot of money. It is
more money than | have had in my whole life.

This slave had spent the king's money and
had nothing with which to pay it back. So the
king gave orders for the slave to be sold. The
king also said to sell the slave's wife and his
children and everything that the slave owned.
Then with the money from the sale the king was
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to be paid. How do you suppose this made the
slave feel? —

The slave begged the king: ‘Please, do not do
that to me. Give me more time, and | will pay
back everything that | owe you." If you were the
king, what would you have done with the
slave? —

The good king felt very sorry for his slave. So
he told the slave that he did not have to pay
back the money. He did not have to pay back
any of the sixty million pieces of money! How
happy that must have made the slavel

But what did the slave do then? He went out
and found another slave who owed him just one
hundred pieces of money. That is not much
money at all when compared with sixty million
pieces. The man grabbed his fellow slave by the
neck and began to choke him. And he said to
him: ‘Pay back that one hundred pieces that you
owe me.’

Can you imagine a person doing something
like that? — The slave had been forgiven so
much by the good king. And now he turned
around and demanded that a fellow slave pay
back one hundred pieces. This was not a kind
thing to do.

Well, the slave that owed just one hundred
pieces was poor. He could not pay the money
back right away. So he fell down at the feet of
his fellow slave and begged: ‘Please give me
more time, and | will pay back what | owe you.’

64



Should the man have given his fellow slave more
time? — Would you have done it? —

Well, this man was not kind, as the king had
been. Because his fellow slave could not pay
him right away, he had him thrown into jail.
He certainly was not forgiving.

Other slaves saw all this happen. They told
the king about it. The king became very angry
at the unforgiving slave. So he called him,
and said: '‘You bad slave, did | not forgive
what you owed me? So, should :
you not have been forgiving to
your fellow slave?’

He should have learned a
lesson from the %
good king. But he
had not. So now
the king had the
unforgiving slave
thrown into jail
until he paid back
the sixty million
pieces of money. And, of course, in jail he
could never earn the money to pay it back. So
he would stay there till he died.

As Jesus finished telling this story, he said to
his followers: ‘In the same way my heavenly
Father will also deal with you if you do not
forgive each one his brother from your hearts.’
—Matthew 18:21-35.

You see, we all owe God very much. Our life
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comes from God, but because we do wrong
things he could take it away from us. If we tried
to pay God with money, never in our whole
lifetime could we earn enough to pay him what
we owe him.

When compared with what we owe to God,
other people owe us very little. What they owe
us is like the one hundred pieces of money that
the one slave owed to the other. But what we
owe to God is like the sixty million pieces of
money that the slave owed to the king.

God is very kind. Though we have done
wrong things, he will forgive us. He will not
make us pay by taking our lives away from us
forever. But he forgives us only if we believe in
his Son Jesus, and if we forgive other people
who do wrong to us. That's something to think
about, isn't it? —

So, if someone does something unkind to you,
but then says that he is sorry, what will you do?
Will you forgive him? — What if it happens
many times? Will you still forgive him? —

If we were the person who was asking to be
forgiven, we would want the other person to
forgive us, wouldn't we? — We should do the
same for him. We should not just say that we
forgive him, but we should really forgive him
from our heart. When we do that, we show that
we really want to be followers of Jesus.

(To emphasize the importance of being forgiving, read alse Matthew
6:14, 15, Luke 17:3, 4 and Proverbs 19:11.)
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The Man Who Was
Dead Four Days

SN'T it wonderful to be alive? Do you enjoy
life? — | enjoy living. When we are alive we
can do so many interesting things.

But did you know that no man has lived
forever? — Sooner or later all persons have
died. Do you know of someone who has
died? —

Once a good friend of Jesus died. This friend
lived in Bethany, a small town not far from
Jerusalem. His name was Lazarus, and he had
two sisters, named Martha and Mary.

One day Lazarus got very sick. Jesus was far
away at the time. So Martha and Mary sent
word to him that their brother Lazarus was sick.
Why did they do this? Because they knew that
Jesus could make their brother well. Jesus was
not a doctor, but he had power from God so
that he could cure every kind of sickness.

But before Jesus came, Lazarus got so sick
that he died. Jesus told his disciples that Lazarus
was sleeping. But Jesus said that he would go
to wake him up. The disciples did not understand
what Jesus meant. So, then Jesus said plainly

that Lazarus had died. Death is like a deep
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sleep, a sleep that is so
deep that the person
does not even dream.

Jesus now went
to visit Martha and
Mary. There were &
also many friends °
of the family there. They had come to comfort
Martha and Mary because their brother had
died.

When Martha heard that Jesus was coming,
she went out to meet him. Soon Mary also came
out to see Jesus. She was very sad and was
crying, and she fell at his feet. Other friends,
who had followed Mary, were also crying.
When Jesus saw all the people crying, he
became sad and started to cry too.

The Great Teacher asked where they had
laid Lazarus. At that the people led Jesus to
the cave where Lazarus had been buried. Jesus
then told the men there: ‘Roll the stone away
from the front of the cave.' Should they do it? —

Martha did not think it was right. She said:
‘Lord, by now he must smell, for he has been
dead four days." And it is true that dead bodies
do smell bad after a while.

But Jesus said to her: “'Did | not tell you that
if you would believe you would see the glory
of God?"' Jesus meant that Martha would see
something that would bring honor to God. What
was Jesus going to do?
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When the stone had been removed, Jesus
prayed out loud to Jehovah. Then Jesus said in
a loud voice: ‘‘Lazarus, come on out!" Would
he come out? Could he? —

Well, can you wake up somebody who is
sleeping? — Yes, if you call in a loud voice, he
will wake up. But can you wake up someone
who is sleeping in death? — No. No matter how
loud you call, the one who is dead will not hear.
There is nothing that you or | can do to wake the
dead.

But Jesus is different. He has special power
from God. So, when Jesus called Lazarus, an
amazing thing happened. The man who had
been dead for four days came out of the cave!
He had been brought back to lifel He could
breathe and walk and speak again! Yes, Jesus
raised Lazarus after he had been dead four
days! Wasn't that wonderful? — —John 11:
1-44,

But you may ask, Where was Lazarus during
the four days he was dead? Did Lazarus go to
heaven when he died? Was he alive up there
with God and the holy angels? —

Think now: If Lazarus had been in heaven
during those four days, would he not have said
something about it? — And if he were in
heaven, would Jesus have made him come back
from that wonderful place? — The Bible does
not say that Lazarus was in heaven.

Remember, Jesus said that Lazarus was
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sleeping. What is it like when you are
asleep? —

When you are in a very deep sleep, you do
not know what is going on around you, do
you? — And when you wake up you do not
know how long you have been sleeping until
you look at a clock.

It is like that with dead persons. They do not
know anything that is happening. They do not
feel anything. And they cannot do anything.

But some people are afraid of the dead.
They won't go near a graveyard, because they
think that the dead might harm them. Can you
imagine that? Can a dead person harm someone.
who is alive? — No, the Bible says that the
dead are not able to do anything at all.

Have you ever heard anyone say that on a
certain day the dead come back as spirits to
visit the living? — Some people believe that.
So they set out food for the dead. Or they may
have special parties on those days. But do you
think that people who do those things really
believe what God says about the dead? —

Do you believe what God says? — If we do,
we won't be afraid of the dead, but we will be
glad that we are alive. And if we are really
thankful to God for life, we will show it by the
way we live our lives each day. We will do the
things that God approves.

(To emphasize appreciation for daily life, in conirast with the condi-
tion of the dead, read Ecclesiastes 9:5, 10, Ezekiel 18:4 and Psalm
115:17 [113:17, Dyl.)
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Two Persons Who Did Not
Tell the Truth

UPPOSE a girl promises her mother, "Yes, |

will come home right after school.” But then
other children ask her to stay and play with
them. Would it be all right to stay—just for a
little while? —

Or perhaps a boy promises his father, ‘‘No, |
won't throw the ball in the house anymore.”
Would it be all right to do it just a few more
times when his father is not looking? —

The Great Teacher showed the right thing to
do. He said: "Just let your word Yes mean Yes,
and your No, No; for anything else is from the
wicked one.'—Matthew 5:37.

What did Jesus mean by that? — He meant
that we should always keep our promises; we
should always tell the truth.

There is a story that shows how important it
is to tell the truth. It is about two persons who
said that they were disciples of Jesus.

A short time after the death of Jesus, many
people became his disciples. Some of these
people had come to Jerusalem from faraway
places. Here for the first time they learned about

Jesus. They wanted to know more. As a result
71



they stayed in Jerusalem longer than they had
expected. Some of them ran out of money and
needed help so that they could buy food.

The disciples in Jerusalem wanted to help
them out. So, many of these disciples sold things
that they owned and they brought the money
to Jesus’ apostles. Then the apostles gave the
money to the ones who needed it.

A disciple named Ananias and his wife
Sapphira sold a field that they owned. No one
told them that they had to sell it. They decided
that for themselves. But what they did was not
because they loved the new disciples. Really,
they wanted to make people think they were
better than they really were. So they decided to
make it look as if they were giving all of this
money to help others. But really they were going
to give only a part of it and keep the rest. What
do you think of that? —

Well, Ananias came to see the apostles of
Jesus first. He gave the money to them. But
Ananias was not giving all the money. God
knew this. So he let the apostle Peter know that
Ananias was not being truthful. At that Peter
said:

‘Ananias, why have you let Satan cause you
to do this? The field was yours. You didn't have
to sell it. And even after you sold the field, it
was up fo you to decide what you would do
with the money. But why did you pretend to give
all the money when you were giving only part
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of it? By this you were lying, not just to us, but
to God.’

It was that serious. Ananias was lying! He
did not do what he said he was going to do. He
and his wife only pretended to do it.

The Bible tells us what happened next. It says:
‘On hearing Peter's words, Ananias fell down
and died." God struck Ananias dead! His body
was carried outside and buried.

About three hours later Sapphira his wife
came in. She did not know what had happened
to her husband. So Peter asked her: ‘Did you
two sell the field for the amount of money that
you gave us?'

Sapphira answered: ‘Yes, we sold the field
for just that amount.'

But that was a lie! They had kept some of the
money for themselves. So God struck Sapphira
dead too.—Acts 5:1-11.

Do you think there is something that we
should learn from what happened to Ananias
and Sapphira? — Yes. It teaches us that God
does not like liars. He wants us always to tell

the truth.

Many people
say that it is not
bad to tell lies.
They tell lies almost
every day. But do

\ you think that is
right? —
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Did you know that all the sickness, pain and
death that are on the earth came because of
a lie? — The Devil lied to the first woman Eve
about God. As a result, she broke God's law.
Then she got Adam to break God's law too. Now
they were sinners, and all their children would
be born sinners. And because of sin they would
suffer and die. How did it all start? — With a lie.

No wonder Jesus said that the Devil “is a liar
and the father of the lie."" He is the first one that
told a lie. When anyone tells a lie, he is doing
what the Devil did. We should think about this if
we ever feel tempted to tell a lie—John 8:44.

It is often when a person does something
wrong that he may feel tempted to lie about it.
For example, you may break something. You may
not have meant to do it, but the thing broke
anyway. What should you do? — Should you
try to hide it and hope that no one will find
out? —

We should remember Ananias and Sapphira.
They tried to hide the truth. And God showed
how bad that was by striking them dead.

So, no matter what we may do, we should
never lie about it. The Bible says: *'Speak truth."
It also says: "'Do not be lying to one another.”
Jehovah always speaks the truth, and he expects
us to do the same.—Ephesians 4:25; Colossians
3:9.

(We should always tell the truth. That is the point made at Exodus
20:16; Proverbs 6:16-19; 14:5; 12:19; 16:6.)
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18
Why People Do Bad Things

OULDN'T it be wonderful if everyone were
good? — Then no one would ever hurt
anyone else.

But is there anyone who really is good all the
time? What do you think? — The Bible tells us
that Jehovah God is always good. And Jesus,
the Great Teacher, always does what is right.
But none of us are good all the time.

We may try to be good. But there are times
when we think bad things, aren't there? — And
at times we do bad things. The first man, Adam,
disobeyed God on purpose. What he did was
very bad. As a result, we were all born
imperfect. We are all the children of Adam.
That is one reason why people do bad things,
even though they don't want to be bad.

But some people do bad things on purpose.
They hate other people and do things to hurt
them. Do you think a person like that could
ever change and learn to be good? —

The Bible gives examples of bad persons who
changed. | am going to tell you about one of
them. And, together, let's see if we can figure
out why he was bad.

The man's name was Saul. Saul was a very
religious man. He belonged to a religious group
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called the Pharisees. They had God's Word, but
they paid more attention to the teachings of
some of their own leaders. Do you think that
was wise? — It could lead to much trouble.

One day when Saul was in Jerusalem a
disciple of Jesus named Stephen was arrested.
They took him to court. Some of the judges on
the court were Pharisees. Even though bad things
were said about him, Stephen was not afraid.
He spoke right up and gave the judges a good
witness about God and about Jesus.

But those judges did not like what they heard.
They became very excited. They grabbed hold
of Stephen and took him outside the city. They
knocked him down, and threw stones at him
until they had killed him.

Saul was right there watching while Stephen
was being put to death. He thought it was good
to kill him. But how could he think such a bad
thing? —

Well, Saul
had grown up




as a Pharisee. All his life he had been taught
that they were right. He looked to these men
for his example. So he copied them.

Now that Stephen was dead, Saul wanted to
get rid of the rest of Jesus' disciples. He began
going right into their homes and dragging out
both men and women. Then he would have them
thrown into prison. Many of the disciples moved
away from Jerusalem to get away from Saul.
But they did not stop preaching about Jesus.
—Acts 8:1-4,

This caused Saul to hate Jesus' disciples even
more. So he went to the high priest and got
permission to arrest Christians in the city of
Damascus. But on the way to Damascus an
amazing thing happened.

A light flashed from heaven so bright that it
made Saul blind. And a voice said: "*Saul, Saul,
why are you persecuting me?" It was the Lord
Jesus speaking from heaven! So Saul was led
blind to Damascus.

Three days later Jesus appeared in a vision to
one of his disciples named Ananias. Jesus told
Ananias to visit Saul to take away his blindness
and to talk to him. Saul was now ready to listen.
When Ananias spoke to him, Saul accepted the
truth about Jesus. His eyes got back their sight.
His entire way of life changed. He became a
faithful servant of God.—Acts 9:1-22,

Now do you see why Saul used to be so
bad? — He had been taught wrong things. He
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was following men who were not faithful to God.
And he belonged to a group of people who put
the ideas of men ahead of the Word of God. But
Saul changed because he did not really hate the
truth.

There are many people today who are like
Saul. They can change, but it is not easy. One
reason is that someone is working hard to make
everyone do bad. Do you know who that is? —
Jesus talked about him when he spoke to Saul
from heaven. He told Saul: ‘| am sending you to
open people's eyes, to turn them from darkness
to light and from the power of Satan to God.'
—Acts 26:17, 18.

Yes, it is Satan the Devil who has caused all
the teaching of bad things. He wants people to
be bad. So if we do what is bad, then the Devil
is pleased. But we want to please Jehovah, don’'t
we? — How can we be sure to do this? —

We will please God if we always pay attention
to the Bible and do what it says. When the Bible
shows that we have been doing something bad,
we should stop doing it. When we learn from the
Bible about things that God wants us to do, we
should be eager to do them. When we do what

pleases God we are doing good things, because
God is good.

(For help in avoiding what is bad, read together Proverbs 3:5-7;
12:15; 2:10-14; Psalm 119:9-11 [118:9-11, Dyl.)
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Love for Our Brothers
and Sisters

OW many brothers and sisters do you

have? — Not everyone has a brother or a
sister in his family at home. If you have even
one, you can be thankful.

God made us so that we feel especially close
to certain people. We may have many friends,
but brothers and sisters usually care about one
another even more than friends do. When one
is in trouble, the other helps out. That's the
kind of brother you would want to have, isn't
it? —

But not everyone is good to his brother or
his sister. The Bible tells us about a person who
hit his brother. Do you know his name? — He
was Cain, a son of the first man.

One day Cain took some food that he had
grown as a farmer. He made a gift or an
offering of this food to Jehovah. His brother
Abel also made an offering to Jehovah. Abel
offered to God the very best sheep that he had.
God was pleased with Abel and with his
offering. But he was not pleased with Cain and
his offering.

Why was that? — It was not because Abel
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offered the most. And it was not just his
offering a sheep that made the difference.
The Bible tells us that God can see what is in
people's hearts. He knows how we feel deep
inside ourselves.

What did God see in Cain's heart? — He
saw that Cain did not really love his brother.
Cain could see that Jehovah was pleased with
Abel and his offering. But did Cain try to change
so that he would be like his brother? — No.
He became angry.

Jehovah told Cain that he should change
his ways. But Cain did not listen. If he had
really loved God, he would have paid attention
to him. But he did not love God. And he did not
love his brother.

So, one day he said to Abel: ‘‘Let us go over
into the field."” Cain had bad in his heart, but
Abel did not know it. Abel went along with
Cain. While they were there in the field alone,
Cain hit his brother. He hit him so hard
that he killed him. Wasn't that terrible? —
—Genesis 4:2-8,

The Bible tells us that there is a special lesson
that we should learn from that. Do you know
what it is? — ‘This is the message which you
have heard from the beginning: we should have
love for one another; not like Cain, who came
from the wicked one.' So brothers and sisters
should have love for one another. They should
not be like Cain.—1 John 3:11, 12,
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Why would it be so bad to be like Cain? —
Because the Bible says that he ‘came from the
wicked one.' Since Cain acted like the Devil,
it was just as if the Devil were his father. Think
of that!

Do you see why it is so important to love
your brothers and sisters? — If you do not love
them, whose child would you be? — You would
be a child of the Devil. You wouldn't want to
be that, would you? — So how can you prove
that you want to be a child of God? — It is by
really loving your brothers and sisters.

But what is love? — Love is a deep feeling

inside us that makes us want to do good things
for other people. We show that we
love others when we have a good
feeling toward them. We show it when
we do good things for them.
And if we really love someone,
will we hold off from doing
good to him until he first does
something for us? —
God doesn't do that. Even
before we loved God, God
loved us. We can
learn from this.
Even before others
show love for us,
we can show that
we love them,

The Bible says




that Christians have many more brothers and
sisters than just those who live in the same house
with them. Do you know who they are? — Jesus
said: ‘Whoever does the will of my Father in
heaven is my brother and sister." That means
that all who do God's will are brothers and
sisters. They are a special family of brothers
and sisters. Did you know that? — —Matthew
12:50.

Do you love all the brothers and sisters in this
big Christian family? — Jesus said that we
should. He said: ‘Everyone will know that you
are my disciples if you love one another."” We
cannot love just a few of them. We must love
all of our brothers and sisters.—John 13:35.

How can we show that we really love
them? — Well, if we love them, we won't stay
away from them because we don't want to talk
to them. We will be friendly to all of them.
We will always do good to them. And if ever
they are in trouble, we will come to their help,
because we are truly a big family.

When we really do love all our brothers and
sisters, what does it prove? — It proves that
we are disciples of Jesus, the Great Teacher.
And isn't that what we want to be? —

(Showing love for our brothers and sisters is also discussed at 1 John
4:8, 20, 21 and Galatians 6:10, Why not open your own Bible and
read those texts?)

82



20|
Children Raised from the Dead

SN'T it wonderful to know that someone loves
you? — It's a fine thing to have persons
who really care for you. But do you know that
there is someone who loves you more than
anyone on earth does? — That one is Jehovah
God.

How much does Jehovah love us? — Does he
just think about us when we are here, and then
forget us when we are gone? Or does he really
remember us? — The Bible says that neither
‘death nor life, nor things here nor things to
come, will be able to separate us from God's
love."—Romans 8:38, 39.

So God does not forget. He remembers
persons who serve him, and he remembers their
little children too. Even if they should die, he
will bring them back to life again.

When God's Son Jesus was on earth, he
showed that Jehovah cares for little children.
Jesus would take time to talk to children about
God. He even used God's power to bring young
ones back from the dead! Would you like to
hear how Jesus did this for one family? —

There was a man named Jairus. He and his

wife and their twelve-year-old daughter lived
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a short distance from the Sea of Galilee. The
father and mother loved their daughter very
much. She was their only child.

So you can imagine how sad they were when
their little girl became very sick. They did every-
thing they could to make her better, but she only
got worse. Jairus could see that his daughter was
going to die. And there was nothing that he or
the doctors could do to help her.

But maybe Jesus could help. Jairus had heard
about this wonderful man and how he could
heal people. So Jairus went to look for him.
He found Jesus on the shore of the Sea of Galilee
teaching many people.

Jairus made his way through the crowd and
fell at Jesus' feet. He said to him: '‘My little
daughter is very sick. Will you please come and
help her? | beg you to come.’

Right away Jesus went with Jairus. The crowd
that had come to see the Great Teacher also
followed along. But after they had gone a
distance, some men came from the house of
Jairus, and told him: “Your daughter died! Why
bother the teacher any longer?"

Jesus overheard the men say this. He knew
how sad Jairus was to lose his only child. So he
told him: ‘Do not fear. Just have faith in God.
Your daughter will be all right.’

So they kept on going until they came to
Jairus' house. Here friends of the family were
crying. They were sad because their little friend
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had died. But Jesus told them: ‘Stop weeping.
The young child has not died, but she is
sleeping.’

When Jesus said this, the people began to
laugh at him. For they knew that the girl had
died. But Jesus said that the girl was only sleep-
ing in order to teach those people a lesson. He
wanted them to know that by means of God's
power he could bring a dead person back to life
just as easily as we could wake up a person from
sleep.

Jesus now had everyone leave the room
except three of his apostles and the child's father
and mother. Then he went in where the young
child was. He took her by the hand, and said:
‘Young girl, get up!' And right away she got up
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and began walking! The father and mother were
just filled with joy.—Mark 5:21-24, 35-43; Luke
8:40-42, 49-56.

Have you ever had a friend who died? —
Would you like it if that person could come back
to life so that you could enjoy his company
again? — Do you think this can happen? —

Since Jesus could bring that young girl back
to life, he can do the same for others, can't
he? — But will he really do it? — Yes, because
Jesus himself said: “'The hour is coming in which
all those in the memorial tombs will hear his
voice and come out." And that time is coming
soon, under the rule of God's kingdom.—John
5:28, 29.

Just think how wonderful it will be to welcome
people back to life! Some of them will be persons
that we knew. And we will know who they are
when they come back from the dead, just as
Jairus knew his daughter when Jesus raised her.
Others will be persons who died thousands of
years ago. But just because they lived long ago,
God will not forget them.

Isn't it wonderful to know that Jehovah God
and his Son Jesus love us that much? — They
want us to live, not for just a few years, but
forever!

(Concerning the Bible's wonderful hope for the dead, read also
Acts 24:15, 1 Corinthians 15:20-22 and lIsaich 25:8.)
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“Your Sins Are Forgiven”

T MAKES you feel good when you do what is
right, doesn't it? — You know that your father
and mother are pleased, and that Jehovah God
is too. But no matter how hard we may ftry,
sometimes we do what is wrong, don't we? —
When we do what God says is wrong, this is sin.

The Great Teacher, Jesus Christ, showed that
sin does something bad to all of us. He showed
this when he did one of his wonderful acts or
miracles.

At this time Jesus was staying in a fown near
the Sea of Galilee. A crowd of people came to
see him there. So many people came that there
was no more room for others to enter the house.
No one else could even get near the door.

But more people kept coming. One group of
people brought a man who was very sick. He
was paralyzed. It took four men to carry him
on a little bed or cot, because he could not walk.

Do you know why they wanted to bring this
sick man to Jesus? — They believed that Jesus
could heal him from that sickness.

But, with all those people in the house, how
could they get the paralyzed man to Jesus? —
The men found a way. They climbed up onto the
roof. It was a flat roof. And they made a big hole
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in it. Then they lowered the sick man on his cot
right through that hole and into the room below.
What faith they had!

All the people in the house were surprised
when they saw what was happening. The
paralyzed man on his cot was lowered right
down into the room. Was Jesus angry because
of what the men had done? — Not at alll He
was glad to see their faith. He said to the
paralyzed man: “Your sins are forgiven."

Some of the people did not think it was right
for Jesus to say that. They did not think that he
could forgive sins. So, to show that he really
could, Jesus said to the man: “'Get up, pick up
your cot, and go to your home."

When lJesus said that, the man was healed!
He was not paralyzed anymore.
Now he did not need other people
to carry him about. He was able to
get up all by himself and walk and
carry his cot too.

The people who saw
this were amazed. Never
in all their lives had they
seen anything as
wonderful as that.
—Mark 2:1-12,

What do we
learn from this
miracle? — We




learn that Jesus had the power to forgive sins
and to make sick persons well. But we also learn
something else. We learn that people get sick
because of sin.

Have you ever been sick? — Since we can
all get sick, does this mean that we are all
sinners? — Yes, the Bible says that we are
all born in sin.

Do you know what it means to be born in
sin? — It means that we are all born imperfect.
We all do things wrong sometimes even though
we don't want to. We got this way because the
first man and woman, Adam and Eve, did not
obey God. They sinned when they broke God's
law. And we all got sin from Adam.

Do you know how we got our sin from
him? — Let me try to explain it in a way that
you can understand. Maybe you have made
mud pies in a pan. What will happen to the mud
pies if you make a dent in the pan? Do you
know? — That same mark will show on all the
mud pies you make in that pan, won't it? —

Adam was like that pan, and we are like the
mud pies. He became imperfect when he broke
God's law. It was as though he received a dent
or a bad mark. So when he had children, what
would they be like? — All his children would
receive this same mark of imperfection.

Most children are not born with some big
imperfection that you can see. They do not have
an arm missing, or a hole in their side. But the
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imperfection they have is big enough so that
they become sick and, in time, die.

Of course, some persons get sick more often
than others. Why is that? Is it because they are
born with more sin? — No. But it may be
because they do not have enough food to eat.
Or they may eat too much cake and candy. They
may stay up too late at night and not get enough
sleep. Or they may not put on the right clothing
before they go out in the rain or the cold.

Will there ever be a time when we will not
get sick? Will we ever get rid of sin? — Well,
what did Jesus do for that paralyzed man? —
He forgave his sins, and healed him. In this way
Jesus showed what he is going to do for all those
who try hard to do what is right.

If we show that we do not like sin, that we
hate what is wrong, he will heal us. He will take
away the sin that we now have. He will do this
for us soon by means of the kingdom of
God.

Sin will not be taken away all at once. That
will be done over a period of time. Then, when
our sin is finally gone, we will never get sick
again. We will all have perfect health. What a
blessing that will be!

(For more helpful thoughts about how sin affects everyone and what
we can do about it, read Romans 3:23; 5:12; 6:12-14, 23 and 1 John
2:1.)
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The Man Who Forgot God

HERE was a man who came to see Jesus one

day. He knew that Jesus was very wise. He
said to Jesus: ‘Teacher, tell my brother to give
me some of the things he has.’ The man thought
he had a right to some of those things.

If you were Jesus, what would you have
said? — Jesus saw that the man had a problem.
But the problem was not that he needed what
his brother had. The man's problem was that
he did not know what was truly important in
life.

So Jesus told him a story. It was about a
man who forgot God. Would you like to hear
it? —

A certain man was very rich. He owned lands
and barns. The crops that he planted grew very
well. He did not have room in his barns to store
all the crops. What was he going to do?

The rich man said to himself: ‘I will tear down
my barns and build bigger ones. Then | will
store my crops and all my good things in these
new barns.’

The rich man thought that this was the wise
thing to do. He thought that he was very smart
o store up many things. He said to himself: ‘I
have many good things stored up. They will last
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me for many years. So now | can take it easy.
| will eat, drink and enjoy myself.’

But there was something wrong with the rich
man's thinking. What was it? — He was thinking
only about himself and his own pleasure. But
he forgot God.

So God spoke to the rich man. He told him:
‘You foolish man. You are going to die tonight.
Then who will have the things that you stored
up?’

Could that rich man use those things after he
died? — No; someone else would get them.
Jesus said: "“So it goes with the man that lays
up treasure for himself but is not rich toward
God."—Luke 12:13-21.

You do not want to be like that rich man, do
you? — His main purpose in life was the getting
of material things. That was his mistake. He
always wanted more.

Many people are like that rich man. They
always want more. But this can lead to big
problems.

For example, you have toys, don't you? —
What are some of the toys that you have?
Tell me. —

What if one of your friends has a model truck,
or a doll or some other toy that you don’t have?
Would it be right for you to try to get it away
from him? —

There may be times when a toy seems very
important. But what happens to it after a
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while? — It gets old. It may fall apart, and then
we do not even want it anymore. Really, you
have something that is much more precious than
toys. Do you know what that is? — It is your
life. And your life depends on doing what
pleases God, doesn’t it? — So don't be like that
foolish rich man.

It is not only
children who do
things like that
rich man. A lot of
grown-ups do too.
Some of them
always want more
than they have.
They may have
food for the day,
clothing to wear
place to live. But they want
more. They want lots of
clothes. And they want
bigger houses. These things
cost money. So they work
hard to get lots of money.
And the more money they get, the more they
want.

Some grown-ups become so busy trying to get
money that they have no time to be with their
family. And they have no time for God. Can
their money keep them alive? — No; only God
can do that. Can they use their money after
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they die? — No; because the dead are not able
to do anything at all.

Does that mean that it is wrong to have
money? — No. We can buy food with it. We
buy clothing with it. The Bible says that having
money is a protection. But if we "‘love’ money,
then we are going to have trouble. We will be
like that foolish rich man who stored up
treasures for himself and was not rich toward
God.—Ecclesiastes 7:12.

The Great Teacher said that the rich man was
foolish because he was not ‘‘rich toward God."
What does it mean to be "'rich toward God''? —
It means to put God first in our lives. Some
people say that they believe in God. They may
even read from the Bible once in a while. And
they think that is enough. But are they really
“rich” toward God? —

A person who is rich has more than a little
bit. He has much. If he is "'rich toward God,"" his
life is filled with lots of thoughts about God. He
enjoys talking about God often. He is always
doing the things that God tells him to do. And
he spends his time with people who love God.

Is that the kind of people we are? Are we
“rich toward God"? — If we really learn from
the Great Teacher, we will be.

(Here are some more texts that show the proper view to have toward
material things: 1 Timothy 6:6-10; Proverbs 23:4; 28:20; Hebrews
13:5.)
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The Blessing of Work

HICH would you rather do, work or play? —

It's true that we all enjoy playing. But
would it really be good if we played all the
time? — Have you ever thought what would
happen if no one ever worked? —

Think about the food you eat. Do you know
where it comes from? — Most of it grows on
plants and trees. But if no one cared for them
and picked the fruits and vegetables, what
would you eat? Isn't it good that people work
so that you have food to eai? —

Look around the home in which you live. Do
you have a bed to sleep on? — Are there chairs
on which to sit and also a table? — Aren’t you
glad someone worked to make these things? —

How did the Great Teacher feel about work?
Let's see.

Even as a boy he worked in a carpenter shop.
He made things out of wood. Joseph was a
carpenter, and he raised Jesus as his own son.
That's why the Bible calls Jesus "'the carpenter’s
son.”" In those days a young boy would learn to
do the same jobs his father did.—Matthew
13:55.

It may have been hard for Jesus at first. But
with practice, he learned to do the work well.
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Jesus became a carpenter too.—Mark 6:3.

Do you think this work brought Jesus
pleasure? — Would you be happy if you could
make fine tables and chairs and other things for
people to use? — The Bible says it's good for
one to “‘rejoice in his works.” Work gives a kind
of pleasure that you cannot get from play. It's
not wrong to play, but it's not good to play all
the time.—Ecclesiastes 3:22.

Jesus did not work as a carpenter all his
life. Jehovah God had special work for him to
do on earth. Do you know what that work
was? — Jesus said: "'l must declare the good
news of the kingdom of God, because for this |
was sent forth.” Yes, God had a preaching
work for Jesus to do.—Luke 4:43.

How did Jesus feel about doing this work?
Did he want to do it? —




Jesus said: "My food is for me to do the will
of him that sent me and to finish his work." How
much do you like to eat your favorite food? —
This gives you an idea of how much Jesus liked
the work that God gave him.—John 4:34.

God made us so that we are happy when we
learn to work. He says that it is his gift to man
that he should “‘rejoice in his hard work."” So, if
you learn to work when you are young, your
whole life will be more enjoyable.—Ecclesiastes
5:19.

That does not mean that a young child can do
the work of a big man, but we can all do some
work. Your father works day after day so that
we will have food to eat and a home in which to
live. Do you know what kind of work your father
does? — He doesn't work just for himself. He
works for the good of the whole family. And
your mother works to prepare our meals. She
keeps our home and our clothing clean.

What work is there that you can do that will
be a blessing to the whole family? — You can
help to set the table, wipe the dishes, clean your
room and pick up your toys. Perhaps you
already do some of those things. Is that work
really a blessing? —

Let's see how work like that is a blessing.
Toys are to be put away after you play. Why
would you say that is important? — It helps to
make the house neat. It is also important
because it can prevent accidents. If you don't
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pick up your toys, your mother may come along
someday with her arms full and step on one of
them. She may trip and fall and hurt her head.
She may even have to go to the hospital.
Wouldn't that be terrible? — So, when you put
away your toys after you play, that is a blessing
to all of us.

There is other work that children have too. |
am thinking of schoolwork. At school you learn
how to read. Some children find reading to be
fun, but some say it is hard. Even if it seems hard
at first, you will be glad if you learn to read
well. When you know how to read, there are so
many interesting things that you can learn. You
will even be able to read God's own book, the
Bible, for yourself. So, when you do your school-
work well, it is really a blessing, isn't it? —

There are some people who try to avoid work.
Maybe you know someone who does that. But
since God made us to work, we need to learn
how to enjoy work.

Here are some things that can help. When
you have work to do, ask yourself: Now, why
does this need to be done? When you know why
something is important, it is easier to do it. And
whether the work is big or little, do a good job
of it. If you do that, you can rejoice in the work
of your hands. Then you will know for yourself
that work really is a blessing.

(The Bible can help a person to become a good worker. Read what
it says at Colossians 3:23; Proverbs 10:4; 22:29; Ecclesiastes 3:12,
13, 22.)
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24
Help from God's Angels

OME people say that they believe only what

they can see. But that is foolish. There are
lots of real things that we have never seen with
our eyes. Can you name one? —

What about the air? We breathe it. Can we
feel it? — Hold up your hand. Now I'll blow on
it. Did you feel it? — Yes, but we can't see the
air, can we? —

Are there also people that we can't see? —
Yes. God is one. | have never seen him, but |
have seen the things that he has made. You
have seen those things too, haven't you? — So
we know that God is real.

And the Bible says that God made lots of
persons to live with him in heaven. God can see
them, and they can see God. But he made them
so that we could not see them. He also made
them very strong, much stronger than men. They
are called angels.

The Great Teacher knew about angels. When
he was in heaven he was an angel. And he lived
with the other angels. He knew millions of them.
And those angels are interested in us if we serve
Jehovah.

There was a man named Daniel who served
Jehovah. Daniel lived in Babylon. Many people
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there did not love Jehovah. They even had
Daniel thrown into a lions’ den because he would
not stop praying to Jehovah. There Daniel was
with all those hungry lions. What would happen?
‘God sent his angel and shut the mouths of the
lions." Daniel was not hurt at alll Angels can do
wonderful things.—Daniel 6:18-22.

Another time Peter was in jail. Peter was an
apostle of the Great Teacher. Some people did
not like it when he told them that Jesus was the
Son of God. So they put Peter in jail. Soldiers
were guarding Peter to make sure that he didn't
get away. Was there anyone who could help
Peter? —

Peter was sleeping between two guards, and
there were chains on his hands. But the Bible
says: ‘Look! Jehovah's angel came, and a light
began to shine in the prison cell. Touching Peter
on his side, the angel woke Peter up, saying,
"'Get up! Quick!""’

At that, Peter's chains fell off his hands! And
the angel said to
him: ‘Dress your-
self, put on your
sandals and follow
me." The guards
couldn't stop them
because the angel
helped Peter. Now
they came to an
iron gate, and a




strange thing happened. The gate opened by
itself! Peter and the angel went out. That angel
had set Peter free.—Acts 12:4-11.

Will the angels help us too? — Yes, they will.
Does that mean that they will never let us get
hurt at all? — If you were to run out in the street
in front of a car, would an angel protect
you? — No. Angels do not stop us from getting
hurt if we do foolish things. If you jumped off a
tall building, would the angels catch you? —
The Devil tried to get Jesus to do that once. But
Jesus wouldn't do it. We can learn from that.
—Luke 4:9-13.

God has given the angels special work to do.
The Bible talks about an angel who tells people
everywhere to worship God.—Revelation 14:
6, 7.

How do angels do that? Do they shout from
heaven so that everyone can hear them? — No;
but true Christians on earth talk to others about
God, and the angels guide them in their work.
The angels make sure that those who really
want to know about God have a chance to hear.
We can share in that work, and the angels will
help us.

But what if people who do not love God make
trouble for us? What if they were to put us in
jail, as they did to Peter? Would the angels set
us free? — They could. But that is not what
they always do.

One time when the apostle Paul was a
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prisoner, the angels did not set him free right
away. There were people in prison who needed
to hear about God and Christ. There were rulers
who needed to hear too. Paul would be taken
before them, and he could preach to them. But
the angels always knew where Paul was, and
they helped him. They will help us too, if we
really serve God.—Acts 27:23-25,

There is another big work that the angels will
do too, and they are going to do it soon. God's
time to destroy all wicked people is very near.
All who do not worship the true God will be
destroyed. Those who say they do not believe in
angels because they cannot see them will find
out how wrong they are. But it will be too late.
None of the wicked will get away. The angels
will find them all.—2 Thessalonians 1:6-8.

What will that mean to us? — If we are on
the same side as the angels, they will be like
brothers to us. There will be nothing to fear.
They will help us.

But are we on that side? — We are if we
serve Jehovah. And, if we serve Jehovah, we
will be telling other people to serve him too.

(To learn more about how Is infl e the lives of men, read
Psalm 34:7 [33:8, Dyl, Muﬂh-w 18:10 and Acts 8:26-31.)
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Those Who Chose
the Best Places

OME persons always want the best things for

themselves. They will take these things before
anyone else can get them. Have you noticed
this? — | have.

For example, at a meal | have seen a big dish
being passed. It was filled with delicious pieces
of cake. As the dish came around, each person
carefully looked over the pieces to make sure
that he took the biggest one. Do you think it is
right to do that? —

There is something else that | have seen
happen. A father and mother have taken their
children with them to visit a friend. When they
came into the friend's house, the children hurried
to get the most comfortable chairs. Is this
right? —

When the Great Teacher was on earth some-
thing like that happened. He was invited to a
big meal at the house of an important Pharisee.
There were many guests invited. As the guests
came in for the meal, Jesus noticed that they
would choose the best places near the head of
the table. They wanted places of honor. Would
you like to hear what Jesus said to them? —
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He told them a story. It had good advice for
those guests, and it has some good advice for us
today.

Jesus said: 'Someone may invite you to a big
wedding feast. When you go, do not pick the
most honored place to sit. For someone more
important than you may also have been invited.
Then the one putting on the feast may come over
to you and say, “Let this man have your place.”
You will then feel ashamed as all the others
watch you go to the lowest place.’

Jesus wanted to show the guests the right
thing to do. So he went on to say to them:

‘When you are invited to a wedding feast
go and sit down at the lowest place. Then the one
who has invited you may come and say, *‘Friend,
we have a better place than this for you!"
You will then have honor in front of all the others
as you move up to the better place.'—Luke
14:1-11.

Did you get the point of Jesus' story? —
Let's take an example, and see if you did. Let's
say that we were going to have dinner at some-
one's house. Would
you pick the best
place when you




were ready to sit down? Or would you leave the
best place for someone else? — What do you
think Jesus would want you to do? —

Take another example. Imagine that you are
getting on a crowded bus. Should you hurry to
get a seat, and let an old person stand? —
Would Jesus want you to do that? —

Someone may say that it does not make any
difference to Jesus what we do. But do you
believe that? — When Jesus was at that big
meal at the home of the Pharisee, he watched
the people as they chose their seats. And don't
you think that he is just as interested in what we
do today? — Now that Jesus is in heaven he
certainly is in a better position to watch us.

When each one tries to get the best place,
it can cause trouble. Sometimes this happens
when children go for a car ride together. As soon
as the car door is opened, they rush to get the
best seats, the ones near the window. And right
away there is an argument. They become angry
with one another because they each want the
best place.

This can also happen when children go out
to play a game of ball. Before they even get
started playing they may have an argument over
who is going to be first. Isn't it too bad that these
things happen? —

Always wanting to be first can cause a lot of
trouble. It even caused trouble among Jesus'
apostles. Did you know that? —
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Jesus had to give them all some good advice.
Jesus told them that the rulers of the nations love
to be big and important. They want everyone
to obey them. But Jesus told his followers that
they should not be that way. Rather, Jesus said:
“Whoever wants to be first among you must be
the slave of all.”” Think of thatl—Mark 10:35-45.

Do you know what a slave does? — He serves
other persons, rather than let others serve him.
He takes the lowest place, not the first place.
He acts as the least important one, not the most
important. And remember that Jesus said that
the one who wants to be first should act like a
slave toward others.

Now, what do you think that means for us? —
Would a slave argue with his master over who
is going to get the best seat? — Or would he
argue about who is going to eat first? — Jesus
showed that a slave always puts his master
before himself. Isn't that the way we should do
too? — —Luke 17:7-10.

Yes, it is the Christian way to put others ahead
of ourselves. This is what the Great Teacher did.
And if we follow his example we will be pleasing
to God.

{More texts encouraging us to put others oheod of ourselves are
found at Romans 12:3 and Philippians 2:3, 4.)
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326
Children Who Praise God

AVE you ever stopped to think why you have
a mouth? How do you use it? —

It is certainly true that we need the mouth
for eating. But the mouth isn't only for eating.
Most of us eat just a few times a day. But isn't it
true that you use your mouth much more for
talking? — Your lips, your tongue, the teeth,
the roof of your mouth, and much more, all play
a part every time you talk.

Just think what it would be like if you could
not talk. How sad it would be if you could never
tell anyone else what you were thinking! Aren't
you glad that Jehovah gave us a mouth? — And
since he gave us our mouth, don't you agree
that it ought to be used in a way that will honor
him? —

That is the way King David felt. He was a
servant of God. And he said: “'The praise of
Jehovah my mouth will speak."” Do you agree
that this is a good thing to do with our
mouths? — Then, let's repeat together what he
said: "'The praise of Jehovah my mouth will
speak.”—Psalm 145:21.

There was a young Israelite girl who used her
mouth in that way. When she was living, the
nation of Syria and the nation of Israel were
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enemies. One day the Syrians fought against
Israel and took that young girl captive. She was
sent to the house of the army chief, who was
called Naaman. There she came to be the servant
of Naaman's wife.

Now, Naaman had the sickness called leprosy.

None of the doctors had been able to help him.
But the young girl from Israel had great faith in
Jehovah. She knew that he could do wonderful
things. And she believed that one of God's
special servants, :
a prophet, could
help Naaman. Of
course, Naaman
and his wife did not
believe in Jehovah.
They had another
religion. Should the
young girl tell them
what she knew?
Maybe they wouldn't even want to hear it. What
would you have done? —

She knew that she should talk. It would be the
kind thing to do. And it would show her love
for God. So she said: ‘If only Naaman could go
to Jehovah's prophet in Israel. In that case he
could be healed from his leprosy.'

Naaman wanted very much to be healed. So
he listened to the girl. He went to Jehovah's
prophet. When he did what the prophet told
him to do, he was healed. This caused Naaman
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to become a worshiper of the true God. How
glad he must have been that the young girl from
Israel had not been afraid to praise Jehovah!
—2 Kings 5:1-15,

Would you like to help someone to learn
about Jehovah as that young girl did? — Who
is there that you could help? —

Of course, at first they might not think thai
they need help. But you could talk to them about
the good things that Jehovah does. And they
might listen. Wouldn't it be wonderful if they
came to love Jehovah as you do? — Things like
that happen when you use your mouth to praise
Jehovah.

The Bible also tells about a young man named
Timothy. His father was not a believer in
Jehovah. But his mother was, and so was his
grandmother. Timothy listened to them. And
from the time he was very small he knew the
Bible. We need to know the Bible in order to
praise Jehovah. It is the Bible that tells us about
him.

As Timothy grew up, he became a fine young
man. One day Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ,
visited the town where Timothy lived. He noticed
how much Timothy wanted to serve Jehovah.
So he invited this young man to come with him
to serve God in an even bigger way. They
traveled together to other places. Everywhere
they told people about the kingdom of God and

about Jesus.—Acts 16:1-5,
109



Timothy learned much about how to praise
God from the apostle Paul. He saw Paul give
talks to large groups of people. He saw how
Paul went to people's homes to teach them too.
But Timothy did not just watch. He shared in the
work. As Paul said, 'Timothy is doing the work
of Jehovah, even as | am.'—1 Corinthians 16:10.

Not everyone liked it when Timothy talked
about God. But he did not quit. He did not say
he wanted to go home. He was glad that he
could use his mouth to speak the praise of
Jehovah.

Now, some people may say that this is some-
thing that is only for older folks to do. But do
you believe that? — The Great Teacher knew
that wasn’t so. One day when some people tried
to get young boys to quit praising God, Jesus
said: ‘Did you never read in the Scriptures, ‘'Out
of the mouths of little children will come forth
praise’'?'—Matthew 21:16.

All of us can praise Jehovah if we really want
to. It isn't hard. God gave us a mouth with
which to speak. We don't have to know every-
thing about the Bible before we start. We can
just tell others what we have already learned.
Would you like to do that? —

{Other scriptures that encourage young folks to serve God are Psalm
148:12, 13; Ecclesiastes 12:1; 1 Timothy 4:12.)
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27|
Hated for Doing Good

O YOU love what is good? — Both of us

would say that we do, wouldn't we? But
do we really love it so much that we would do
what is good even if others hated us for it? —
It takes courage to do that, doesn't it? —

Do you think the Great Teacher had that kind
of courage? Did he do good even when others
hated him for it? —

Often people liked Jesus for the good things
he did. Once all the people of a city gathered
right at the door of the house where he was
staying. They came because Jesus had been
making sick people well.—Mark 1:33.

But sometimes what Jesus taught showed that
the people did not believe the truth. Did every-
one like to hear him then? — Were they willing
to change their beliefs? — Not everyone was.
In fact, some of them showed real hate for Jesus
because he spoke the truth.

This happened one day in Jesus' own city of
Nazareth. Jesus went into the synagogue. The
synagogue is where the Jewish people met.

Jesus stood up and gave a fine talk from
the Scriptures. The people at first liked it. They
were amazed at the beautiful words that came
out of his mouth. They could hardly believe
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that this was the young man who had grown
up in their own city.

But then Jesus said something else. He told
about times when God showed special favor to
people who were not Jews like them. When
Jesus said this, those in the synagogue became
angry. Do you know why? —

They thought they were the only ones to have
God's special favor. They thought that they
were better than other people. So they hated
Jesus for what he said. And do you know what
they tried to do to him? —

The Bible says: ‘They grabbed Jesus and
rushed him outside the city. They led him to
the edge of the mountain and were going to
throw him over the side and kill him! But Jesus
got away from them.'—Luke 4:16-30.

If that had happened to you, would you ever
have gone back to talk to those people about
God again? — That would take courage,
wouldn't it? — Well, about a year later Jesus
did go back to Nazareth. And the Bible says:
““He began to teach them in their synagogue.”
Jesus did not stop speaking the truth because of
fear of men who had no love for God.
—Matthew 13:54.

On another day Jesus was in a place where
there was a man whose hand was all withered
up or crippled. Jesus had power from God to
heal that man. But some men who were there
were trying to make trouble for Jesus. What

112



would the Great
Teacher do? —

First he showed
what was the right
thing to do. He
asked: ‘If you had
a sheep that fell

rep e \ ) into a big hole on
the sabbath, would you lift it out?’

Yes, they would do that for a sheep, even on
the sabbath, the day when they were supposed
to rest. So Jesus said: ‘It is even better to help a
man on the sabbath, because a man is worth
more than a sheep!' How clear it was that Jesus
should help this man by healing him!

So Jesus told the man to stretch out his hand.
Right away it was made well like the other one!
How happy that man wasl!

But what about those other men? Were they
glad? — No. They hated Jesus even more. They
went out and made plans to kill him!—Matthew
12:9-14.

People are like that today. Some like what is
right. Others do not. No matter what we do, we
can never please them all. So we have to decide
whom we really want to please.

Whom do you want as your friends? Do you
want good people for friends? — Do you want
Jehovah God to be your friend? — Then you
must always do what is right.

But if you do good, will the Devil like
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you? — And, really, do you want the Devil to
like you? —

There are people whom the Devil likes. The
Bible calls them '‘the world.”” “The world" is
made up of all the people who are not followers
of the Great Teacher. The Great Teacher said:
“If you were pari of the world, the world would
be fond of what is its own. Now because you
are no part of the world, but | have chosen you
out of the world, on this account the world hates
you."—John 15:18, 19.

Some people of the world say they believe in
Jesus, but they do not teach others the truth
about God, as Jesus did. If you show them from
the Bible that they are not teaching the truth,
will they like that? — No, most of them won't.
But you may find someone like that man with
the withered hand. He was grateful that Jesus
did not hide the truth.

There are many people who do hide the
truth. They are afraid of what other people
think. They are so worried about what other
people may say that they hold back all their
lives from doing what they know is right. What
a shame! They miss out on so much happiness
in life. And they miss out on the approval of
God too. We don't want to be like that, do
we? —

(Read together these scriptures to show that we should never let
fear of what other people might think hold us back from doing what

is right: Proverbs 29:25; 1 Samuel 15:24 [1 Kings 15:24, Dyl; Mat-
thew 26:69-75; John 12:42, 43.)

114



28
A Loving Shepherd

O YOU ever feel lonely? — Do you ever

wonder if anybody loves you anymore? —

Or have you ever been lost? — How did you
feel? — It can make you scared, can't it? —

The Great Teacher once told a story about
one that was lost. But it was not a child who was
lost. It was a sheep.

You know what a sheep is, don't you? —
It's a small animal from which man gets wool.
In some ways you are like a sheep. How is
that?

Well, sheep are not big or very strong. And
they get scared when they are lost. They need
love and kindness. And they need someone to
take care of them and to protect them, just as
you do. The man who takes care of sheep is
called a shepherd.

In his story Jesus told about a shepherd who
had a hundred sheep. But then one of the sheep
got lost. It may have been busy eating grass
when the others left. Or it may just have wanted
to see what was on the other side of the hill.
But before that sheep knew it, it was away from
the others. Can you imagine how that little one
felt when it looked around and saw that it was

all alone? —
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What would the shepherd do when he found
that one sheep was missing? Would he say that
it was all the sheep's fault anyway so he wasn't
going to worry about it? Or would he leave the
ninety-nine sheep in a safe place and go looking
for just the one? Would one sheep be worth
that much trouble? — If you were that lost
sheep, would you want the shepherd to look
for you? —

The shepherd loved all of his sheep very
much, even the one that was lost. So he went
in search of the missing one.

Think how glad that lost sheep was when it
saw its shepherd coming. And Jesus said that
the shepherd rejoiced that he had found his
sheep. He rejoiced over it more than over the
ninety-nine sheep that had not got lost.

Now, who is there that is like that shepherd in
Jesus' story? Who cares for us as much as that
shepherd did for his sheep? — Jesus said that
his Father in heaven does. And his Father is
Jehovah God.

Jehovah is the Great Shepherd of his people.
He loves all those who serve him, even young
ones like you. He does not want any of us to be
hurt or destroyed. Isn't it wonderful to know that
God cares for us that much? — —Matthew
18:12-14,

Do you really believe in Jehovah God? —
Is he a real Person to you? —

It is true that we cannot see Jehovah. This is
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because he is a Spirit. He has a body that is
invisible to our eyes. But he is a real Person,
and he can see us. He knows when we need
help. And we can talk to him in prayer, just as
you talk to your father and mother. Jehovah
wants us to do this.

So, if you ever feel sad or all alone, what
should you do? — Talk to Jehovah. Draw close
to him. And he will comfort and help you.
Remember that Jehovah loves you, even when
you feel as if you are all alone.

Now, let's get our Bibles. We are going to
read together something that should warm our
hearts. Turn to the twenty-third Psalm, and we'll
start with the first verse.*

There it says: ‘‘Jehovah is my Shepherd. |
shall lack nothing. In
grassy pastures he
makes me lie down;
by well-watered
resting places he
conducts me. My soul
he refreshes. He
leads me in the tracks
of righteousness for
his name's sake. Even
though 1 walk in
the valley of deep
shadow, | fear
nothing bad, for you

* Psalm 22, Dovay Version.
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are with me; your rod and your staff are the
things that comfort me."

That's the way people feel if their God is
Jehovah. Is that the way you feel? —

As a loving shepherd takes care of his flock,
so Jehovah takes good care of his people. They
feel refreshed because of the good things that
he does for them. He shows them the right way
to go, and they gladly follow. Even when there
is trouble all around them, they are not afraid.
A shepherd uses his rod or his staff to protect the
sheep from animals that might harm them. And
God's people know that he will protect them.
They feel safe because God is with them.

Jehovah really loves his sheep, and he tenderly
cares for them. The Bible says: ‘Like a shepherd
he will lead his own sheep. With his arms he will
collect the little ones together. The young ones he
will help along with care."—Isaiah 40:11.

Doesn't it make you feel good to know that
Jehovah is like that? — Do you want to be one
of his sheep? —

Sheep listen to the voice of their shepherd.
They stay close to him. Do you listen to
Jehovah? — Do you stay close to him? — Then
you never need to be afraid. Jehovah will be with
you.

(Jehovah lovingly cares for those who serve him. Read together what

the Bible says about this at Psalms 37:25 [36:25, Dyl; 55:22 [54:23,
Dyl; lIsaich 41:10; Luke 12:29-31.)



Make Friends with
Those Who Love God

ELL me who some of your friends are. What

are their names? —

It is good to have friends. They are people
with whom you like to spend time. You like to
talk with them and do things together.

It is also important to have the right kind of
friends. How can we tell if they are the right kind
or not? —

Well, who would you say is the most important
person in our lives? — It is Jehovah God, isn't
it? Our life, our breath and all good things come
from him. We never want to do anything that
would spoil our friendship with God, do we? —
But did you know that our choice of friends could
spoil that friendship? — That's right. So we need
to choose friends carefully.

The Great Teacher showed us how to do that.
He had the right kind of friends. He said: “You
are my friends if you do what | am commanding
you." Why was that? — Because everything that
Jesus told people came from God. So Jesus was
saying that his friends were people who did what
God said they should do.—John 15:14,

This does not mean that Jesus was not kind to

19



people who were
not busy in God's
service. He was. He
would even go to
their homes and
eat with them.
Some people who
heard about this
said that Jesus
was ‘a friend of
sinners."” But was
this really true? —
—Matthew 11:19.

No, it was not. Jesus didn't go to their homes
because he liked the way they lived. He visited
them so that he could talk to them about God.
He tried to help them to change from their bad
ways and to serve God.

This happened one day in the city of Jericho.
Jesus was just passing through on his way toward
Jerusalem. There was a crowd of people there,
and in the crowd was a man named Zac.chae’us.
He wanted to get a look at Jesus. But Zacchaeus
was very small and he could not see because of
the crowd. So he ran ahead along the road
and climbed a tree in order to get a good look
when Jesus went by.

When Jesus came to that tree he looked up
and said: ‘Hurry and get down. Today | will
come to your house.' But Zacchaeus was a rich
man who had done bad things. Why did Jesus
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want to go to the house of such a man? —

It was not because Jesus liked the way that
man lived. He went there to talk to Zacchaeus
about God. He saw how hard that man had
tried to see him. So he knew that Zacchaeus
would probably listen. This would be a good
time to talk to him about the way that God
says we should live.

What was the result? Zacchaeus changed from
his bad ways. He gave back money he had no
right to take, and he became a follower of
Jesus. It was only then that Jesus and Zacchaeus
became friends.—Luke 19:1-10.

So, if we learn from the Great Teacher, will
we ever visit with people who are not our
friends? — Yes. But we won't go to their house
because we like the way they live. And we won't
do wrong things with them. We will visit them
so that we can talk to them about God.

But our close friends are the ones with whom
we specially like to spend our time. We have
seen that for them to be the right kind of friends,
they must be the kind that God would like. But
how can we tell if they are? —

Well, one good way is to ask them: Do you
love Jehovah? Some of them may not even know
who Jehovah is. But if they want to learn about
him, we can help them. And when the time
comes that they love Jehovah as we do, then we
can become close friends.

There is another way to find out if a person
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would make a good friend. Watch the things
that he does. Does he do unkind things to other
people and then laugh about it? That's not
right, is it? — Is he always getting into trouble?
We wouldn't want to get into trouble with him,
would we? — Or does he do bad things on
purpose and then think he is smart because he
didn't get caught? Even if he didn't get caught,
God saw what he did, didn't he? — Do you
think that persons who do such things would be
good friends? —

Why not get your Bible, and let's see what it
says about how our companions affect our lives?
The scripture is at First Corinthians chapter 15,
verse 33. Do you have it? —

It reads: "'Do not be misled. Bad associations
spoil useful habits."” That means that if we go
with bad people we are going to become bad.
And it is also true that good companions help
us to form good habits.

Let's never forget that the most important
person in our life is Jehovah. We don’t want to
spoil our friendship with him, do we? — So we
must be careful to make friends only with those
who love God.

(The importance of the right kind of companions is also made clear
at 1 John 2:15, 2 Chronicles 19:2 [2 Paralipomenon 19:2, Dyl,
Psalm 119:115 [118:115, Dyl and 2 Timothy 2:22. Read those
scriptures together.)
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Two Men Who Celebrated
Birthdays

O YOU like to have parties? — If they are

good parties, they can be lots of fun.

But not all parties are good. Some parties are
so noisy that the people next door get angry.
And there are some parties that even God does
not approve. Did you know that? — Would you
want to be at a party if you knew that God did
not approve of it? —

The Bible tells about parties. The Great
Teacher went to a party once, and so did his
apostles. It was a party that was held when
someone got married. Have you ever been to
that kind of party? —

The Bible also tells about two birthday
parties. Was one of them to celebrate the birth-
day of the Great Teacher? — No. Both of these
birthday parties were for men who did not serve
Jehovah.

One of the birthday parties was for King
Herod Antipas. He was the ruler of the district of
Galilee when Jesus lived there.

King Herod did many bad things. He took the
wife of his brother for himself. Her name was
Herodias. God's servant John the Baptist told

123



Herod that it was wrong for him to do that.
Herod did not like that. So he had John locked
up in prison.—Luke 3:19, 20.

While John was in prison, the day came for
remembering Herod's birth. Herod gave a big
party. He invited many important people. They
all ate and drank and enjoyed themselves.

Then the daughter of Herodias came in and
danced for them. Everyone was so pleased with
her dancing that King Herod wanted to give her
a big gift. He called her and said: ‘Whatever
you ask me for, | will give it to you, up to half
my kingdom.'

What would she ask for? Would it be money?
pretty clothes? a palace of her &
own? The girl did not know
what to say. So she went to her
mother Herodias and said:
“What should I ask for?"

Now, Herodias hated John
the Baptist very much. So she
told her daughter to ask for his
head. The girl went back to the
king and said: ‘I want you to
give me right away on a plate the head of John
the Baptist.’

King Herod did not want to kill John, because
he knew that John was a good man. But Herod
had made a promise, and he was afraid of what
others at the party would think if he changed his
mind. So he sent a man out to the prison to chop
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off the head of John. Soon the man came back.
He had John's head on a plate, and he gave it
to the girl. Then the girl ran and gave it to her
mother. Wasn't that terrible?—Mark 6:17-29.

But what about the other birthday party that
the Bible tells about? Was it better? —

This party was for a king of Egypt. At his
party he had someone's head chopped off too.
And then he hung him up for the birds to eat.
—Genesis 40:20-22.

Do you think that God approved of those
parties? — Would you have wanted to be at
them? —

Now, we know that everything that is in the
Bible is there for a reason. It tells us about good
people so that we can copy them. And it tells
us about bad people so that we will not do what
they did. The Bible tells about just two birthday
parties, and both were bad. So, what would
you say that God is telling
us about birthday parties?
Does God want wus to
celebrate birthdays? —

It is true that at such
parties today people do not
chop off someone's head.
But the whole idea of
celebrating birthdays started
with people who did things
like that. They were pagans.
They were people who did
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not serve Jehovah. Do we want to be like
them? —

What about the Great Teacher? Did he
celebrate his birthday? — No. There is no place
in the Bible that says anything about a birthday
party for Jesus.

Even after Jesus died, his true followers did
not celebrate his birthday. They did not want to
be like the pagans. But later there were men
who wanted to celebrate Jesus' birthday. They
could not use the real date of Jesus' birth,
because the Bible does not say when it was. So
they chose a date when the pagans had a
holiday. It was December 25. Even today, that
is when people celebrate Christmas. Do you
think God approves of that? —

Most people know that Christmas is not the
birthday of Jesus. But many celebrate it anyway.
They do not really care what God thinks. But
we want to please Jehovah, don't we? —

So, when we have parties we want to make
sure that they are good ones. We can have them
anytime of the year. We don’t have to wait for a
special day. We can eat some special food and
have fun playing games. Would you like to do
that? — But before we make our plans, let's be
sure that it is the kind of party that God would
approve.

(The importance of always doing what God approves is also shown
at John 8:29, Romans 12:2, Proverbs 12:2 and 1 John 3:22,)
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Ell
Water Sweeps Away a World

O YOU like to play games? — | do. They

can be a lot of fun, can't they? — But did
you know that there is danger in becoming too
busy having fun? — Yes, there is. We might
fail to take time to listen to God. Did you know
that? —

The GCreat Teacher knew that this had
happened to a whole world of people once
before. He said: ‘Those people were eating.
They were drinking. They were getting married.’
It is not wrong to eat and to drink or to get
married. But they were so busy doing those
things that they did not take time to listen to
God. That was bad.

What happened to those people? — Jesus
said: “They took no note until the flood came
and swept them all away.” Jesus was talking
about the people who died in the days of Noah.
At that time the waters of a flood covered the
whole earth.—Matthew 24:37-39.

Jesus said that what happened to those
people is a lesson for us today. So it is important
that we know all about the flood of Noah's day.

First of all, why did Jehovah God bring the
Flood? — It was because the people were doing

bad things. Yet there was one man who found
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favor with God. Who was that? — It was Noah.
Noah loved Jehovah God. He was never too
busy to listen to God. Isn't that the way we
should be too? —

One day Jehovah told Noah that He was
going to destroy all people who kept on doing
bad things. God was going to make it rain so
much that the water would cover the whole
earth, even the mountains.

Would Noah die too when all that water
fell? — No; Jehovah was going to save him.
Jehovah told Noah to build a big ark. An ark
is like a boat, but it looks more like a big, long
box or chest. It floats on the water. God told
Noah to build the ark big enough so that he and
his family and many of the animals would be
safe inside it.

Now, Noah had never built an ark before.
But God told him how to do it. Noah and his
family worked very hard. They cut down large
trees. With the wood from these trees they
began putting the ark together. This took many,
many years, because the ark was so large.

Did Jehovah give other people a chance to
get into the ark and be saved? — Yes, he did.
Jehovah told Noah to preach. So during all the
years that the ark was being built, Noah warned
the people about the coming flood.

Did any of them listen? — Only Noah's
family did. All the rest were just too busy doing
other things. They did not think they were
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so bad, and they did not take time to listen.

Finally, all the animals that Jehovah wanted
to save were brought into the ark. Now it was
time for the people to get into the ark too. Noah
and his family went inside. Then Jehovah shut
the door. It was too late for anyone else to get in.

People outside still did not believe that the
flood would come. But all of a sudden water
began to falll Noah had been right!

It was not just a regular rain. It was a
downpour! Soon the water was like big rivers,
making a lot of noise. It pushed over big trees
and rolled big stones as if they were little
pebbles.

What about the people outside the ark? —
Jesus says: "'The flood came and swept them all
away." Even if they climbed a hill, that didn't
help. The downpour didn't stop for forty days
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and forty nights. Soon the whole earth was
covered with water. All the people outside the
ark were now dead. Why? — As Jesus said,
‘They did not listen!’

But there floating on the water was the ark.
Noah, his family and the animals were safe
inside. Jehovah saved the people who listened
to Him.—Genesis 6:5-7:24.

Now, why should we know about what
happened in Noah's day? Do you remember
what Jesus said? — He said that what happened
then is a lesson for us. Jehovah will again
destroy all bad people, but this time he will not
use a flood. The time for him to do this is near.

When God does this, who will be the people
that God will keep alive? — Will it be persons
who were so busy with other things that they
never wanted to learn about God? Will it be
persons who were always too busy to study the
Bible? — Will it be those who never wanted to
go to meetings where people learned God's
will? What do you think? —

We want to be among those people whom
God will keep alive, don't we? — Wouldn't it
be wonderful if our family could be like Noah's
so that God would save all of us? — Let's
always help one another to be faithful to God
so that he will save all of us.

{(We need to make time in our lives to listen to God. Read what is
said obout this at Hosea 4:6, Matthew 13:18-22 and Deuteronomy

30:15, 16.)
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32
“Happy Are the Peaceable”

O YOU know any boys who are always

trying to act big and tough? — Do you like
to be with them? Or would you rather be with
someone who is peaceable? —

The Great Teacher knows what kind of person
God likes. He said: "Happy are the peaceable,
since they will be called 'sons of God.' "' That is
the kind of person we want to be, isn't it? — We
want to be peaceable.—Matthew 5:9.

But sometimes other people do things that
make us angry. And we may feel like getting
even with them. Once this happened to Jesus’
disciples.

They were traveling with Jesus toward
Jerusalem. When they had gone some distance,
Jesus sent certain ones ahead to a village to find
a place for them to rest. But the people there did
not want them to stay. Those people had a
different religion. And they did not like anyone
that went to the city of Jerusalem to worship.

If that had happened to you, what would you
have done? Would you have gotten angry?
Would you have wanted to get even with
them? —

That is what the disciples James and John
wanted to do. They said to Jesus: ‘Do you want
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us to tell fire to come down from heaven and
destroy them?' But Jesus told them it was not
right to treat other people that way.—Luke
9:51-56.

It is true that people may be mean to us at
times. Other children may not want you to play
in their games. They may even say, '“We don't
want you around here."” When something like
that happens, it
can make us feel
bad, can't it? —
We may feel like
doing something to
get even with them.
But should we? —

Why not get
your copy of the
Bible? And let's turn to
Proverbs chapter twenty-
four, verse twenty-nine.
There it reads: ‘Do not say:
‘Just as he did to me, so | am
going to do to him. | shall :
repay to each one according to his acting.'”

What does that mean to you? — It is saying
that we should not try to get even. We should
not be mean to the other person because he was
mean to us. God does not want us to do that.

But what if someone tries to pick a fight with
you? He may try to get you angry by calling you
names. He may laugh at you and say that
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you're scared. Maybe he calls you a sissy. What
should you do? Should you let yourself be
drawn into a fight? —

Again, let's see what the Bible says. Turn to
Matthew chapter five and verse thirty-nine.
There Jesus says: ''‘Do not resist him that is
wicked; but whoever slaps you on your right
cheek, turn the other also to him."

What did Jesus mean by that? Did he mean
that if someone hits you with his fist on one side
of your face, you should let him hit you on the
other side? — No, he did not mean that.

A slap is not like a hit with the fist. It is more
like a push or a shove. A person does this to
pick a fight. He wants us to get angry. And if we
do get angry and push or shove back, what
happens? — We will probably get into a fight.

Jesus did not want his followers to act like
that. So he said that if someone slaps us, we
should not slap back. We should not become
angry and get into a fight. If we do, we show
that we are no better than the one who started
the fight.

If trouble starts, the best thing is to walk
away. The other fellow may push or shove a
few more times. But that will probably be the
end of it. When you walk away, it does not
show that you are weak. It shows that you are
strong for what is right.

Now, what should we do if we see
other people fighting? Should we get in
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there and take sides with one or the other? —

The Bible tells us what is right. Turn to
Proverbs chapter twenty-six and verse seventeen
It says: “'As one grabbing hold of the ears of a
dog is anyone passing by that is becoming
furious at the quarrel that is not his."”

What would happen if you grabbed hold of
the ears of a dog? It would hurt the dog, and he
would snap at you, wouldn't he? — The more
the dog tried to get loose, the harder you would
squeeze the ears. And the more excited the dog
would get. If you let him go, he would probably
bite you hard. But can you just stand there and
hold his ears forever? —

Well, that is the kind of trouble that we would
be in if we got mixed up in a fight between
other people. We may not know who started
the fight or why they are fighting. One person
may be getting beaten, but perhaps he stole
something from the other one. If we helped him,
we would be helping a thief. That would not be
good, would it? —

So, what should you do if you see a fight? —
If it is at school, you can run and tell a teacher.
And if it is away from school, you can call a
policeman.

Even when other people want to fight, we can
be peaceable. They may want to fight. But we
can show that we are strong for what is right.

(More good counsel that can help a person stay out of fights is
found at Romans 12:17-21, Psalm 34:14 [33:15, Dyl and 2 Timothy
2:24.)
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“Caesar's Things to Caesar”

ET'S take out some money and look at it.
What do you see on the money? — Who
made this money? — The government did.

For thousands of years governments have
made the money that people use. When the
Great Teacher was on earth, the Roman
government made money. And do you know
who the ruler of that government was? — He
was called Caesar.

The Roman government did many good things
for the people in those days. And governments
today do many good things for us. They build
roads for travel. They pay policemen and
firemen to protect us.

It costs money for a government to do these
things. Do you know where the government gets
the money? — It gets it from the people. The
money that people pay to the government is
called taxes.

Many people do not like to pay taxes. When
Jesus was on earth, some of the Jews did not
want to pay any taxes to the Roman government.
They hated such taxes. So, one day some men
came to the Great Teacher and asked him: ‘Do
we have to pay taxes to Caesar or not?’

Now, the men asked this question to ftrick
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Jesus. For if Jesus answered, ‘Yes, you must pay
taxes,” many of the Jews would not like what
Jesus said. But Jesus could not say, ‘No, you
don't need to pay taxes.' It would be wrong to
say that.

So this is what Jesus did. He said to those
men: ‘Show me a coin.” When they brought him
a coin, Jesus asked them: ‘Whose picture and
name are on it?’

The men said: “Caesar's.”

So Jesus said: ''By all means, then, pay back
Caesar's things to Caesar, but God's things to
God."—Luke 20:19-26.

Wasn't that a fine answer? — No one could

find anything wrong with that. If Caesar does
things for people, it is only right to use the
money that Caesar made to pay him for these
things. So in this way Jesus showed that it is
right to pay taxes to the government for the
things we receive.
Now, you may not be old
enough to pay
taxes. But there is
something that you
should give to the
government. Do
you know what that is? —
It is obedience to the
government’s laws.

It is God who tells us this.
His Word says: ‘Be obedient
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to the superior authorities." And who are the
‘superior authorities'? — The men who have
power in the government. So we really should
obey the law. God says so.—Romans 13:1, 2.

Consider an example. There may be a law
not to throw paper or other litter on the street.
Should you obey that law? — Yes, God wants
you to obey it.

Should we be obedient to policemen too? —
The government pays policemen to protect
people. Obeying them is the same as obeying
the government.

So if you are about to cross a street and a
policeman says, “Waitl" what should you
do? — What if others run across anyway,
should you? — Even if you are the only one
who waits, you should. God tells us to obey.

There may be trouble in the neighborhood
and a policeman may say, ''Stay off the streets.
Don't go outside."” But you may hear shouting
and wonder what's going on. Should you go
outside to see? — Would this be obeying the
‘superior authorities'? —

The government in many
places also builds schools.
And it pays the teachers.
When the children do what
the teacher says, it makes
for peace in the classroom.
So do you think God wants
you to obey the teacher? —
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There is no scripture in the Bible that says,
"Obey your teacher."” But the Bible shows that
you should obey. The government pays the
teacher to teach, just as it pays a policeman to
protect people. So being obedient to either a
policeman or a teacher is like obeying the
government.

Or we can look at it this way. God tells
children to ‘obey their father and mother.' But
your father and mother have sent you to school
for the teacher to look after you. So it is right
to obey your teacher, just as you obey your
parents at home.—Ephesians 6:1.

| am not always with you. So | may not see
whether you obey the teacher. But God sees.
And it is God whom we really want to please,
isn't it? — Also, | may not see if you obey the
policeman. But who does see? — God does.
Always remember that,

Remember, too, that God comes first in our
lives. We obey the government because that is
what God wants us to do. But what if they tell
us to do what God says we should not do? —
If anyone tells us, "You don't have to obey
God," does God want us to listen to that? —

That happened to the apostles of Jesus. Now
what would the apostles do? What would you
have done? — They answered: '"We must obey
God as ruler rather than men."—Acts 5:29.
(Respect for the law is taught in the Bible. Read what is written at
Titus 3:1, Matthew 5:41 and 1 Peter 2:12-14.)
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34
Worship Belongs to God

AM going to ask you an important question.
It is so important that the way you answer
affects your future life. Who is your God? —

Your God is the one you worship. People all
over the earth worship many kinds of gods.
Some of those gods are simply carved or made
from wood or stone. Others are people well
known in sports or music. They are spoken of as
“stars" and "idols."" But is it right to give glory
to these other gods? —

The Great Teacher said: "It is Jehovah your
God you must worship, and it is to him alone
you must render sacred service.''—Matthew
4:10.

So Jesus made it clear. Our worship belongs
only to Jehovah God. We cannot give even a
little bit of our worship to any other god. There
is a thrilling story in the Bible about some young
men who knew this.

Their names were Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego. They were Hebrews, but they lived
in the land of Babylon. The king of Babylon
built a huge image of gold. He commanded that
when the music was played, everyone should
bow down to his image. "Whoever does not bow
down and worship will at that same moment
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be thrown into the burning fiery furnace,’ he
warned. What would you have done? —

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego usually
did everything that the king commanded. But
they refused to do this. Do you know why? —
It is because God's law said: ‘You must not have
any other gods besides me. You must not make
for yourself a carved image and bow down to it.’
So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego obeyed
the law of Jehovah rather than the command
of the king.—Exodus 20:3, 4.

The king was very angry when he heard about
this. Right away he had Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego brought before him. He asked: ‘Is it
really so that you are not serving my own gods?
| will give you another chance. Now, when
you hear the music, fall down and worship the
image | have made. If you do not, you will be
thrown into the burning fiery furnace. And who
is that god that can rescue you out of my
hands?’

What would Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-
nego do now? What would you have done? —
They trusted in Jehovah. They spoke right up and
said to the king: '‘Our God whom we are serving
is able to rescue us. But even if he does not do it,
your gods are not the ones we will serve. We
will not bow down to your image of gold.’

The king was furious. He commanded: ‘Let
the furnace be heated seven times hotter than
usuall’ He ordered his strong men to tie up
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Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. Then he
said: ‘Throw them into the furnacel’

The king's servants threw them in. But the
furnace was so hot that the king's own men
were killed by the lames! What about the three
Hebrews?

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego fell right
into the middle of the fire. But then they got up!
They were not hurt. And no longer were they
tied up. How could this be possible?

The king looked into the furnace, and what
he saw made him afraid. '‘Did we not throw

three men into the fire?' he asked.
His servants answered: 'Yes, O king.'
But the king said: 'Look! | see four
men walking about in there, and the
fire is not hurting any of them.'
Do you know who that fourth person
was? — It was Jehovah's angel. And
he was there to protect those three




faithful Hebrew servants of the true God.

On seeing this, the king came to the door of
the furnace and cried out: ‘‘Shadrach, Meshach
and Abednego, you servants of the Most High
God, step out and come here!" When they came
out, everyone could see that they had not been
burned. There was not even the smell of fire on
them.

Then the king said: ‘Blessed be the God of
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego who saved
his servants, because they would not worship
any god at all except their own God.'—Daniel
chapter three.

Wasn't that wonderful? — Jehovah was
pleased with what those three young men did.
And we can learn a lesson from it.

Even today men set up images for worship.
Some are made of wood or stone or metal.
Would you bow to these images? —

Other images are made of cloth. Have you
ever seen that kind of image? — Do you think
it makes a difference to God if it is made out of
cloth or out of wood or stone? — Would it be
right for a servant of Jehovah to do an act of
worship before such an image? —

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego would give
worship only to Jehovah. God was pleased with
them. Will you copy their example? —

(Those who serve Jehovah cannot also worship images, Read what is
said about this at Isaioh 42:8 and Joshua 24:14, 15, 19-22.)
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“More Happiness in Giving”

KNOW a secret. Would you like to hear

it? — It is the secret of happiness.

There are a lot of people who are not happy.
Some depend too much on what other people do.
If someone gives them something nice, they are
happy. If no one does something special for
them, they are not happy.

Now, here is the secret. The Great Teacher
said: "“There is more happiness in giving than
there is in receiving." So, the one who is most
happy is not the person who gets things, but
the one who gives to other people. Did you know
that? — —Acts 20:35.

Just think about what it means. Did Jesus say
that a person who received a gift would not
be happy? — No. You like to get gifts, don't
you? — And so do |. We are happy when we
receive nice things.

But Jesus said that there is even more happi-
ness when we give. And Jesus was always right,
wasn't he? —

Now, what is there that we can give to other
people? What would you say? —

Sometimes when you want to give a gift, it
costs money. At least, if it is a gift that you get
in a store, you will have to pay for it. So, if you
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want to give that
kind of gift, you"
may have to save
money until you get
enough to buy the
gift.

But not all gifts come from stores. Let me
explain. On a hot day there is nothing as good
as a cold glass of fresh water. You don't have
to go to the store for it. Yet when you give it to
someone who is thirsty, you can have the happi-
ness that comes from giving.

Someday maybe you and your mother can
bake some cookies. That can be fun. And when
they first come out of the oven, they taste
specially good. But what might we do with some
of those cookies that would make us even
happier than eating all of them ourselves? —

Yes, the greater happiness comes from giving.
We can have a good time eating some ourselves.
But, if we want even more happiness, then we
might wrap up some of them and make a gift
of them to one of our friends. Would you like
to do that sometime? —

The apostle Paul was one who knew the
happiness of giving. What did he give to other
people? — He had the best thing in the world
to give. He knew the truth about God and about
Jesus. Gladly he shared it with others. And he
did it without letting anyone give him money for
his help.
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One time the apostle Paul and his companion
Luke met a woman who also wanted to have the
happiness of giving. They met her down by a
river. Paul and Luke had gone there because
they heard that it was a place of prayer. And
sure enough, they found some women there.

Paul began to tell these women the
good things about Jehovah God and his
kingdom. One of them named Lydia paid close
attention. She liked very much what she heard.
And she wanted to do something to show her
appreciation.

Luke tells us: ‘She urged us: "'If you men have
judged me to be faithful to Jehovah, enter into
my house and stay.” And she just made us come.’
—Acts 16:11-15.

Lydia was glad to have these servants of God
in her home. She loved them because they had
helped her to learn about God's way for people
to live forever. It made her happy to be able to
give them food to eat and a place to rest.

So, Lydia's giving made her happy because
she really wanted to give. And that is something
that we ought to remember. Someone may tell
us to give a gift. But if we really don't want to
do it, then the giving will not make us happy.

For example, what if you had a bar of candy
that you wanted to eat? If | told you that you
had to give it to another child, would it make
you happy to give it away? — But you may have
a bar of candy when you meet a friend that you
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like very much. If you got the idea all by yourself
that it would be nice to split the candy bar with-
your friend, then you would be happy about
doing it, wouldn’t you? —

And, do you know that sometimes we love a
person so much that we want to give him every-
thing, and not keep back anything for ourselves?
As we grow in love, that is the way we should
feel toward God.

The Great Teacher knew a woman who
felt that way. He saw her in the temple in
Jerusalem. She had just two small coins; that is
all she had. But she put both of them in the box
as a contribution or a gift for the temple. No
one made her do it. She did it because she
wanted to, because she really loved God. It
made her happy to be able to give.

So, there are many ways in which we can give,
aren't there? — And the Great Teacher knows
that if we give because we want to, we will be
happy. That is why he tells us: **Practice giving."
That is, make it a habit to give to other people.
If we do that, we will not be sad because of
waiting for someone else to do something nice
for us. We will be busy making other people
happy. And when we do that, we are the
happiest ones of alll—Luke 6:38.

(More fine thoughts as to the kind of giving that brings happiness
are found at Matthew 6:1-4, 2 Corinthians 9:7 and Luke 14:12-14,)
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36)
The Boasttul Pharisee

HAT does it mean to be boastful? Do you
know? —

Here is an example. Have you ever tried to
do something that you are not very good at?
Maybe you tried to hit a baseball. Or maybe
you tried to skip rope. Did anyone ever say,
“Ha! Ha! Ha! | can do that better than you
can''? — Well, that person was boasting. He
was bragging about himself.

How do you feel when others do that? Do
you like it? — Then, how do you think others
would feel when you boast? — Is it kind to tell
someone else, "'I'm better than you''? — Does
Jehovah like people who do that? —

The Great Teacher knew some people who did
things like that. One day he told them a story.
It was about a Pharisee and a tax collector.

The Pharisees were proud religious teachers.
They often acted as if they were more righteous
or holier than other people. The Pharisee in
Jesus’ story went up to God's temple in
Jerusalem to pray.

Jesus said that a tax collector also went up
there to pray. Now, most people did not like
tax collectors. They felt that the tax collectors
were against them. And, besides that, some
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tax collectors were not always honest.

At the temple the Pharisee began praying to
God this way: ‘O Geod, | thank you that | am not
a sinner like other people. | do not cheat people
or do other bad things. | am not like that tax
collector over there. | am a righteous man. | go
without food twice a week so that | have more
time to think about you. And | give to the temple
a tenth of all the things that | get.' That Pharisee
really thought he was righteous, didn't he? —
And he told God about it too.

But the tax collector was not like that. He did
not feel that he was good enough even to come
close to God's temple. He would not even raise
his eyes toward heaven. So he kept standing at
a distance with his head bowed. He was sorry
about his sins. And he hit his chest in grief. He
did not try to tell God how good he was. But he
prayed: ‘O God, be kind to me a sinner.’

Which of those men do you think was pleasing
to God? Was it the boastful Pharisee, the one
who thought he was so good? Or was it the
tax collector, who felt sorry about his sins? —

Jesus said: 'To God, the tax collector was more
righteous than the Pharisee. Because everyone
who tries to make it look as if he is better than
other people will be brought low. But he that is
lowly in his own eyes will be raised up.'—Luke
18:9-14.

Did you get the lesson that Jesus was
teaching? — He was showing that it is wrong to
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think that we are better than other people. Let's
see how this lesson fits our lives.

Perhaps you and another child are being
asked some questions at school. What if you are
able to give the answers right away, but the
other child is slower? Of course, you feel good
when you know the answers. Bui would it be
kind to tell the other student that he is dumb? —
Is it right to try to make yourself look good by
making the other person look bad? —

That is what the Pharisee did. He bragged
that he was better than the tax collector. But
the Great Teacher said that he was wrong.

It is true that one person may be able to do a
certain thing better than someone else. But does
that mean that he is a better person? —

Think about it. If we know a lot, should we
boast? — Did we make our own brain? — No,
God is the One who gave man a brain. And
all the things we
know we learned
from someone else.
Maybe we read it
in a book. Or
perhaps someone
told us. Even if
we figured it out
by ourselves, how
did we do it? By
looking at things
that God had




made. Everything we have came from someone
else. |

Some people are strong. Does that make them
better than everyone else? — They did not make
their own bodies, did they? — God is the One
who gave muscles to man. And God is the One
who makes food grow so that we can eat and
be strong.

So, do any of us have reason to boast? Are
we better than other people? — Instead of
telling others how good we are, we should really
be telling them how wonderful Jehovah is,
shouldn't we? — Because he is the One who
makes it possible for us to do things well.

When a person tries hard, the kind thing is
to say something that makes him feel good. Tell
him that you like what he did. Maybe you can
even help him to do better. That is what you
would like people to do for you, isn't it? —
Well, Jesus said: ‘Just as you want other
people to do to you, do the same way to
them.' That is a good rule to follow, isn't it? —
—Luke 6:31.

If we do that, we will never brag or boast.
We won't be like that boastful Pharisee.

(Pride ond brogging are things to be avoided. Read what these
scriptures say: Proverbs 16:5, 18; 1 Corinthians 4:7; 13:4.)
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The Apostle Who Became
a Thief

AS anyone ever stolen anything from you? —
How did you feel about it? — Whoever
stole it was a thief, and nobody likes a thief.

Did you know that one of Jesus' apostles
became a thief? — His name was Judas Iscariot.

Judas knew the things it was right to do. Even
when he was a small boy he had heard the law
of God. He knew that once God had even
spoken from heaven with a big voice and told
his people: ""You must not steal.” Judas knew
that God's law was right.—Exodus 20:15.

When he grew up he met the Great Teacher.
Judas liked the things that Jesus said. Judas
became a disciple of Jesus. Later, Jesus even
picked Judas to be one of his twelve apostles.

Jesus and his apostles spent much time
together. They traveled together. They ate
together. And money for the group was
kept together in a box. Jesus gave that box
to Judas to take care of.

Of course, the money did not belong to Judas.
Jesus was the one who would tell him how to
use it. But do you know what Judas did after a
while? He started to take money from the box
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when he wasn't supposed to.
He 'would take it when the
- others were not looking. He
became a thief. Now he
began to think about
money all the time.
He tried to find ways
to get more of it.

One day a woman
took some very fine
oil and used it on Jesus' feet to make him feel
good. But Judas complained. He said that the
oil should have been sold so they would have
more money to give to poor people. Really
he wanted to get more money in the box so
he could steal it. What do you think of a person
like that? — —John 12:1-6.

Jesus did not tell Judas right then that he was
a thief. But he did tell him not to make trouble
for the woman who had been so kind. Judas
did not like that. What would he do?

He should have felt sorry. He should have told
Jesus that he had been stealing, and he should
have put the money back. But, instead, he did
something terrible.

He went to the chief priests, who were
enemies of Jesus. They wanted to arrest Jesus.
But they wanted to do it at night so people
would not see them. Judas told them: ‘I will tell
you how you can get Jesus, if you give me
money. How much will you give me?' The
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priests said: ‘We will give you thirty pieces of
silver’ That was a lot of money.—Matthew
26:14-16,

Wicked Judas took the money. It was just as
if he was selling the Great Teacher to those men.
Can you imagine anyone doing such a terrible
thing? — Well, that is the kind of thing that
happens when a person becomes a thief. He
loves money more than he loves God.

Now, let's be sure that we understand this
matter clearly. To understand what a thief is,
we need to know what it means to own some-
thing. People own things because they have
worked for them. Or they bought them with
money. Or maybe they were given to them as
gifts.

When your father works he gets paid money
for it. Does he own that money? — Yes, because
he worked for it. It is not yours; it is his.

With that money he buys the things in your
home. He owns them. Because he owns them,
he has the right to say who may use them. He
tells you if you can play with them or not. And
he probably lets your mother tell you this
too.

Sometimes you go to play with other children
in their house, don't you? — The things in their
house belong to their father. Would it be all
right to take something from their house and
carry it to your house? — Not unless their father
or mother tells you that you can. If you carry
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something home without asking them, that
would be stealing.

Why does a person steal? — Well, he may
see something that belongs to another person.
Perhaps it is a bicycle. The more he looks at that
bicycle and thinks about it, the more he likes it.
If he is not a loving person, he does not care
how the other person feels. So he may hit the
other person and try to take the bicycle away
from him. Or he may wait until the other person
is not looking. Then he takes the bicycle away.
What is he really doing? — He is stealing.

Maybe the other person doesn't see him steal
the bicycle. But someone sees him do it. Do you
know who? — Jehovah God sees him do it. God
sees that he is a thief.

It does not make any difference if the other
person has many things or just a few. Some
people go to a store and see lots of things there.
They see something that they want very much.
They may tell themselves that nobody will miss
just one. So they take it, but they do not pay for
it. Is that right? — No, it is stealing.

When people do that, they are being like
Judas. Because Judas was a thiefl Let's be sure
that we are never like him.

(It is wrong to steal. The Bible makes this clear at Mark 10:17-19;
R 13:9; Ephesi 4:28.)
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38|
Love for God's House

O YOU like it when we are invited to go to

someone's house for dinner? — What if we
were invited to God's house, would you want to
go? —

Now, you may say that God does not live in
a house. And it is true that God does not live
in a house in the way that we do.

But the Great Teacher said that God had a
“house.”" And Jesus used to go to God's house,
even when he was a little boy. That house was
the beautiful temple of Jehovah in the city of
Jerusalem. That temple belonged to God. It was
used for his worship. So it was called "the
house of Jehovah."

When Jesus was a boy, he lived a long way
from the "“house of Jehovah."” No one had a
car in those days, and there were no trains that
they could ride. To get to the temple, they would
have to walk. It was not a trip of just an hour
or so from where they lived. They would have to
walk for at least three days to get there. And
the return trip would take another three days.
Was it worth all the effort to make such a trip?
Would you have walked that far to spend time
in “God's house''? —

People who loved "God's house” did not
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think it was too far. Every year Jesus' parents
would go to Jerusalem to worship. And Jesus
went with them.

One year, as they began the trip home, Jesus
was not with his family. No one noticed it until
they had traveled a long way. Then his parents
went back to hunt for him. And where do you
suppose he was? —

They found him right in the temple. He was
listening to the teachers. He was asking
questions. And when they asked him something,
he would answer. They were amazed at the fine
answers that he gave.

Of course, when his parents finally found him,
they felt much better. But Jesus had not been
worried. He knew that the temple was a good
place to be. So he asked: “Did you not know
that | must be in the house of my Father?'" He
knew that the temple was "God's house." And
he loved to be there.—Luke 2:41-49.

It was not just once a year that Jesus and his
parents went to meetings for worship. Each
week there were meetings for worship in the
town where they lived.

At those meetings someone would get up and
read from the Bible. They did not have it all in
one book. It was written on long scrolls or rolls.
So they would unroll it to the place that they
wanted and then start to read. After that it
would be explained. The Bible says that it was
Jesus' “‘custom'’ to attend these meetings. That
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means that he went regularly.—Lluke 4:16.

We should do that too. But where is “God's
house™ today? Where should we go to worship
him? —

The temple where Jesus went in Jerusalem is
no longer there. It was destroyed. So we can’t
go there.

But God still does have a “‘house.” It is not a
house that is made of stones. It is made up of
people. How could that
be? Well, a house is a
place to live. And God says
that he is with his people.
He does not leave heaven
and come down to -
the earth. But God
is so close to his
people that they
feel as if he were
right there with
them.—1 Peter 2:5;
Ephesians 2:22;
1 Timothy 3:15.

So, when we go to "“God's house," where
should we go? — We should go where God'’s
people have met for worship. It could be in a big
building. It could be in a small one. Or it could
be in someone's home. The important thing is
that they really be God's people. But how can
we tell if they are his people? —

Well, what do they do at their meetings? Do
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they really teach what is in the Bible? Do they
read it and discuss it? That is how we listen to
God, isn't it? — And at “God's house” we
would expect to hear what God says, wouldn't
we? —

But what if people say that you do not have
to live the way the Bible says? Would you say
that they are God's people? —

Here is something else to think about. The
Bible says that God's people would be "'a people
for his name.” What is God's name? — It is
Jehovah. So we can ask people if their God is
Jehovah. If they say ""No,"” then we know that
they are not his people.—Acts 15:14.

But it is not enough just to say that Jehovah
is their God. Where is the proof? They should
be talking about him to other people. They
should be telling people about God's kingdom.
They should have faith in his Son. They should
show their love for God by keeping his
commandments.—lsaiah 43:10.

Do we know people who do all those
things? — Then we should be meeting with
them for worship. And we should be there
regularly. We should be listening to those who
teach, and answering questions when they are
asked. That is what Jesus did when he was in
"God's house.” If we do that, we show that we,
too, really love the ""house of God."

(We should take pleasure in regularly attending meetings with Ged's
people. Read what is said about this at Psalm 122:1 [121:1, Dyl;
Hebrews 10:23-25.)
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‘Blessed Is the One
Coming as King’

O YOU know the Lord's Prayer? — Let me

hear you say it. — If you don't remember
it, we will read it together from the Bible at
Matthew chapter six, verses nine to thirteen.

Now, in that prayer it says, ‘‘Let your kingdom
come.” What is a kingdom? Do you know? —

A kingdom is a government. And you know
what that is, don't you? — The government is
a group of persons who rule a country.

In a government there is a head person or
ruler. In some countries this person is called the
president. But do you know what the ruler of
God's government is called? — He is the king.

For God's kingdom Jehovah himself has
picked the king. Do you know who that king
is? — He is Jesus Christ. He is better than any
ruler that men choose. Jesus has more power
than any of those rulers. And Jesus really loves
God, so he always does what is right.

Long ago in Israel new kings would ride into
Jerusalem on a colt to show themselves to the
people. This is what Jesus did.

Just outside of Jerusalem there was a small
village. As Jesus got near to it, he said to two of
his disciples: ‘Go into that village, and you
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will find a colt. Loose it and bring it to me.’

" The disciples did just as Jesus said. And when
they brought the colt to Jesus, he sat down upon
it. As he got near Jerusalem, a great crowd of
people came out to meet him.

As Jesus rode along, most of the crowd began
laying their outer garments on the road in front
of him. Others cut down branches from the
trees and put these on the road. They showed
by this that they wanted Jesus as king.

The people were glad to welcome Jesus. They
cried out: ‘‘Blessed is the One coming as the
King in Jehovah's name!"

But not everyone was happy that Jesus was
riding into Jerusalem as king. Some even said to
Jesus, 'Tell your disciples to be quiet.'—Luke
19:28-40.

How do you feel about having Christ as
king? — If you had been living when Jesus rode
into Jerusalem, would you have welcomed him




as the one sent by Jehovah to his people? —

Well, Jesus is not on earth today, is he? —
He is in heaven. It is from there in heaven that
he rules as king. Even though we cannot see him,
he can see every one of us here on earth. We
can't fool him. He sees what we do, and he
even knows what we are thinking. If we really
love Jehovah, he knows that. And if we are
trying hard to do what the Bible says, he will
help us. Would you like to have him as your
king forever? —

Not everyone wants Christ to be king. They
may say they believe in God, but they do not
want his kingdom. They don't want God or
Christ to be telling them what to do. They want
their own governments right here on earth. So
do you know what is going to happen to
them? —

The Bible gives us the answer at Daniel
chapter two, verse forty-four. Let's get our Bibles
and turn there together. This scripture is speaking
about our own day when it says: "In the days
of those kings the God of heaven will set up a
kingdom that will never be brought to ruin. And
the kingdom itself will not be passed on to any
other people. It will crush and put an end to all
these kingdoms, and it itself will stand to times
indefinite."”

Did you understand that? — The Bible says
that God’s government is going to destroy all
these earthly governments. Why? — Because
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they don't obey the one whom God has made
king. '

The whole earth belongs to God. He made it
as well as the whole universe. So he has the
right to decide what kind of government should
rule. And his government is the best. Soon God's
kingdom will be the only government there is.

Do you want to live forever under God's
kingdom? — | do. But we need to prove that to
God. Do you know how? — It is by learning the
laws of God and obeying them every day.

Now, God says that his kingdom will destroy
the governments of men. But does he tell us that
we should do that? — No. The Bible says that
we should obey the laws of men, just as long as
God lets those governments rule.

But if we really want Christ as king, we have
to do more than that. We have to obey all the
things that Christ said. He said that we should be
“no part of the world.” Would we be obeying
him if we tried to be a part of the governments
of the world? — Jesus and his apostles stayed
away from such things.—John 17:14.

What did they do instead? — They talked to
other people about God's kingdom. That was the
big work in their lives. Can we do that too? —
Yes, and we will do it if we mean what we say
when we pray for God's kingdom to come.

(Take a few more minutes now to read these further scriptures that

show how we should view the one whom God has made king: Isaioh
9:6, 7; Daniel 7:13, 14; John 18:36; Matthew 6:33.)
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Jesus Gave His Life for Us

OU have some good friends, don't you? —

But suppose they were in real danger. What
if they were in a boat that was sinking? Would
you want to save them if you could? — Would
you do it even if you might die yourself while
helping them? — A person who would give his
life to save other people shows that he loves
them very much.

Jesus proved he had that kind of love for us.
He was willing to leave heaven and to be sent
to earth to die for us. Did you know that he died
for us? —

Would you like to hear how he did this? —
Let's pretend that we are right there and can see
what happens.

It is very late one spring night at Jerusalem.
The moon shines big and bright. As we look at
the city we see Jesus and his apostles walk
through a big gate and leave the city. They come
to a hill that is called the Mount of Olives and
go into a garden. Shall we follow them? —

As we watch, we see Jesus go away from his
disciples and kneel to pray to his Father. He does
this three times. And each time he comes back
and tells his disciples that they should be praying
too. Why? What is going to happen? —
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Look! Do you see those men coming toward
the garden? Some of them have lamps. Others
have clubs. There are soldiers with swords. They
look very unfriendly. Surely Jesus must see them
coming. Shouldn't he try to run away? —

Jesus sees them, but he doesn't run. Now the
soldiers come up and arrest Jesus. Will he let
them take him away? He could call to his Father.
God could send him thousands of angels. They
could destroy those men in a couple of seconds.
If you had been Jesus, would you have called
for the angels? —

But Jesus lets the men take him. Why? —
Because he is willing to die for us. There is an
even more important reason. He tells the disciple
Peter: ‘God's Word must come true.' You see,
it was already written in the Bible that Jesus
would give his life for mankind.

Jesus' disciples now become afraid and run
away. The soldiers take Jesus back to the city.
Let's follow them and see what happens.

They take Jesus before the chief priests. These
priests hate Jesus because he has been showing
people that the priests do not teach the Bible.

The priests hold a trial. They bring in men
who tell lies about Jesus. They ask Jesus
questions to try to prove he has done something
wrong. But they cannot prove a thing against
him. Then the priests say to Jesus: ‘Are you the
Son of God?' Jesus says: ‘| am.’ The priests get
angry and say: 'He's guilty! He should be killed!'
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All the others agree. So some of the men there
start making fun of Jesus. They spit on him and
hit him with their fists. Does Jesus begin to feel
sorry that he has taught the truth from the Bible?
How would you have felt? —

Well, Jesus isn't sorry and he doesn't even
complain or hit back.

Now morning comes. Jesus has been up all
night. The priests now have Jesus bound, and
they lead him to Pilate, the governor.

They tell Pilate: ‘Jesus is against
the government. He should be killed.’
But Pilate can see that the priests
are telling lies. So Pilate tells them:
‘| find nothing wrong with this man.
| will let him go.’ But the priests and
others shout: ‘Nol Kill him!

Later, Pilate tries again to tell the
people he is going to let Jesus go
free. But the priests get the crowds
to shout: ‘If you let him go you are
against the government tool! Kill
him!" It becomes very noisy. What
will Pilate do?

He gives in. First he has Jesus
whipped. Then he turns him over to
soldiers to be put to death.

They give Jesus a big post or stake
to carry. Finally they get to a spot
called Skull Place outside the city.
There they nail Jesus' hands and feet

165




to the stake. Then they stand it up so that Jesus
is hanging on it. He is bleeding. The pain is
very great.

Jesus does not die right away. He just hangs
there on the stake. The chief priests make fun
of him. They say: “If you are a son of God,
come down off the torture stake!' But Jesus
knows what his Father has sent him to do. He
knows that he must give his perfect life so that
we can have the chance to get everlasting life.
Finally, about three o'clock that afternoon, Jesus
cries out to his Father and dies.—Matthew
26:36—-27:50; Luke 22:39-23:46; John 18:1-
19:30.

How different Jesus was from Adam! Adam
did not show love for God. He disobeyed God.
Neither did Adam show love for us. Because he
sinned, all of us have been born with sin in us.
But Jesus showed love for God and for us. He
obeyed God always. And he gave his life so that
he could take away the harm that Adam did
to us.

Do you appreciate what a wonderful thing
Jesus did? — When you pray to God, do you
thank him for what his Son did? — That will
show you appreciate it. And if we really do what
the Great Teacher says, we will show even more
how much we appreciate that he gave his life
for us.

(Te build appreciation for what Jesus did for us, read John 3:16;
Romans 5:8, 19; 1 Timothy 2:5, 6; Maithew 20:28.)
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41
A Meal to Help Us Remember

UPPOSE someone gave you a wonderful gift.

How would you feel about it? — Would you
just say, “Thank you,"” and then forget all about
the one who gave it to you? Or would you want
to remember what he did? —

Jehovah has given a very wonderful gift to us.
He sent his own Son to earth to die for us.
Because of this we can get free from sickness
and death. What a loving thing for them to dol
Surely we do not want to forget what God and
his Son have done for us, do we? —

Did you know that God's Son gave us a
special way to remember what he did? — Would
you like to hear about it? —

Just imagine you are in the upstairs room of
a house in Jerusalem. It is nighttime. Let us see
who is in the room. The Great Teacher is there.
So are his apostles. They are lying on couches
around a table. On the table there is some roast
lamb, flat loaves of bread and red wine. But this
is not a regular meal. They are having a special
meal. Do you know why? —

This meal is to remind them of something very
important that happened hundreds of years
before. It was on the night when Jehovah set
his people Israel free from slavery in Egypt.
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Jehovah told his people: ‘Kill a lamb for each
family and put its blood on the doorposts of
your houses.” Then he said: 'Go inside your
houses and eat the lamb.’

They did that. And that same night God's
angel passed through the land of Egypt. In most
houses the angel killed the firstborn child. But
when the angel saw blood on the doorposts, he
passed over that house. In those houses no
children died. If you had been there, in which of
the houses would you have wanted to be? —

The king of Egypt was frightened by what
Jehovah's angel did. He told the Israelites: ‘You
are free. Get out of Egypt!’ So they loaded up
their camels and donkeys and left.

But Jehovah did not want his people to forget
how he set them free. So he said: ‘Once a year
you must eat a meal like the meal you ate
tonight. And you should tell your children about
what happened this night in Egypt.’

They called this special meal the Passover.
Do you know why? — Because that night God's
angel had ‘passed over' their houses marked
with blood. Remember?

Jesus and his apostles are thinking about this
when they eat the Passover meal. Afterward
Jesus does something very important. Waich
carefully.

He picks up one of the leftover loaves of
bread. After praying over it, he breaks it. He
passes it to his disciples and says: "‘Take, eat.”
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Then he tells them: ‘This bread stands for my
body that | will give when | die for you.'
Next Jesus picks up a cup of red wine. After
another prayer of thanks, he passes it around.
He says: “Drink out of it, all of you.” And he
tells them: ‘This wine stands for my blood. Soon
| am going to pour out my blood to free you
from your sins. Keep doing this to remember me.’
—Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26.

Did you notice that Jesus said they should
keep doing this to remember him? — No longer
would they have the Passover meal. Instead,
once each year they would have this special meal
to remember Jesus' death. This is called the
Lord's evening meal. Today we also call it the
Memorial. Why? — Because it brings back to
our memory what Jesus and his Father have done
for us.

Will you go with me to the Memorial next time
it is held? — If you do, you will see some flat
bread and red wine being passed around. What
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will the bread and wine make you think of? —

The bread should make us think of Jesus'
body. He was willing to give up that body so
that we could have everlasting life. And what
about the red wine? — That should remind us
of Jesus' blood that was poured out when men
nailed him to a stake to die.

Jesus’ blood is much more precious than the
blood of the passover lamb in Egypt. Do you
know why? — Jesus’ blood can bring us
forgiveness of sins.

Do you know what it will mean to have all
our sins taken away? — Then we will never do
anything wrong again. And we will no longer
get sick, grow old and die! We should think of
that when we go to the Memorial.

Should everyone eat the bread and drink the
wine at the Memorial? — No, Jesus told those
who do: ‘You will have part in my kingdom and
sit on thrones in heaven with me." That meant
they would go to heaven to be kings with Jesus.
Only those who are going to do that should take
the bread and wine.

But even if we do not eat the bread or drink
the wine, we should attend the Memorial. Do
you know why? — Because Jesus gave his life
for us too. When we go to the Memorial we show
that we have not forgotten. We remember God's
wonderful gift through Jesus.

(Other scriptures to read to show the imporiance of aitending the
Memorial are Luke 22:19, 20, 28-30; 1 Corinthians 11:27.)
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a2
An Empty Tomb

ID the Great Teacher really die on the torture

stake? — Yes, he did. Many persons saw it
happen. Some even saw when a soldier came up
and jabbed a spear into Jesus' side. They saw
the blood run out. Yes, the Great Teacher was
dead.

Later, @ man named Joseph went to the
Roman governor. Joseph believed in the Great
Teacher. He said: 'Will you let me take Jesus’
body down from the stake and bury it?" The
governor said: ‘Yes. Take it." So Joseph carried
Jesus' body to a garden where there was a tomb.
Do you know what a tomb is? —

It is a place where dead bodies are put. Well,
Jesus' body was put inside the tomb. Then a big
round stone was rolled in front of the door of
the tomb. The tomb was closed.

Jesus was dead. But Jesus had told his
disciples that God would make him alive again.
When? Jesus had said: 'On the third day after
| die.” Is that what happened? Let's see.

It is very early in the morning, before sunrise.
So it is still dark. Some soldiers are there
guarding the tomb. The chief priests sent them
to do that. Why? To keep Jesus' disciples away.

But now something exciting happens.
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Suddenly the ground begins to shake. In the
darkness there is a flash of light. Look! It is an
angel of Jehovah! The soldiers are so frightened
they cannot move. The angel goes to the tomb.
He rolls the stone away. Look inside. The tomb
is empty!

Yes, Jehovah God has brought Jesus back
to life. But He has made Jesus alive with a body
like the one Jesus had before he came to earth.
Do you remember what kind of body that
was? — It was a body like the angels have, a
spirit body.—1 Peter 3:18.

Can you see a spirit body? — No. So, if an
angel wanted people to see him he had to make
himself a body like ours. Then people could see
him. Afterward the angel would disappear.

Now the sun is coming up. The soldiers have
gone away. And some women who loved Jesus
are coming to the tomb. They are asking them-
selves: '"Whom will we get to roll that heavy
stone away for us?' But when they look, the
stone has already been rolled away. And see,
the tomb is empty! Jesus' dead body of flesh is
gonel One of the women right away runs off to
tell some of Jesus' apostles.

The other women stay by the tomb. They say:
‘Where could Jesus’ body be?’ Suddenly two
men in flashing clothing appear. They are
angels! They say to the women: ‘Why are you
looking for Jesus here? He has been raised up.
Go quickly and tell his disciples.’
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Well, you can
imagine how fast
the women run! On
the way a man
meets them. Do
you know who it
is?—1t is Jesus!

: *  He also says to the
women: ‘Go and tell my disciples.’

The women are excited. They find the disciples
and tell them: *Jesus is alivel We saw him!'

At first the disciples find this hard to believe.
Still, they know the tomb is empty. Peter and
John have been out there and seen that it is
empty. The disciples want to believe that Jesus
is alive again. But it seems too wonderful to be
true. What will make them believe it? —

Later Jesus appears to some of those disciples.
While two of them are walking along a road,
Jesus starts walking with them. He talks to them
and then disappears. He appears to Peter too.

Then later that same day many disciples are
gathered in a room. The doors are locked,
because they are afraid of the priests. Suddenly
Jesus is right there in the room with them! Now
they know the Creat Teacher really is alive
again. Imagine how happy they arel—Matthew
28:1-15; Luke 24:1-49; John 19:38-20:21.

After many days, Jesus leaves the earth and
goes back to his Father in heaven. Soon the
disciples start telling everyone that God raised
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Jesus up from the dead. Many persons belaeve
and become disciples.

This makes the chief priests angry. They have
the apostles arrested. They tell them: ‘Stop
teaching the people these things!'" They even
have the apostles beaten with a whip. Do they
stop teaching the people? What would you have
done? —

The apostles do not stop. They are not afraid
now. They are even willing to die if they have to.
They know that God made Jesus alive again.
They saw Jesus after he was raised from the
dead. They are sure that God can make them
alive too if they die faithful to him.—Acts 1:3-
11; 5:40-42.

How different they were from many people
today! Some people think only about Easter
rabbits and colored Easter eggs when they think
about Jesus' being raised up. But the Bible
doesn't say anything about Easter rabbits and
eggs. It talks about serving God.

We can be like Jesus’ disciples. We can tell
people what a wonderful thing God did when
he made his Son alive again. We can obey God
just as Jesus did. But what if we die because of
obeying God, just as Jesus died? — We never
need to be afraid. Jehovah can make us alive
again under his righteous kingdom.

(Belief in Jesus' resurrection should give us a firm hope and make
our faith strong. Read 1 Cerinthians 15:3-8, 20-23; Acis 2:22-36;
4:18-20.)
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Jesus Gives a Sign

ODAY we are going to talk about signs. It is

good to know how to read signs. They can
help us.

Some signs have words on them. They tell us
where we can buy food. They may warn us not
to cross the street when cars are coming. What
signs have you seen? —

There are signs of another kind too. They may
have no words. Some of them tell about changes
in the weather. Clouds may cover the sun.
Perhaps the wind starts to blow. Lightning
flashes. There is thunder. When you hear and
see these things, what do they mean? — Yes,
there will probably be rain. It is not hard to
read those signs, is it? —

One day Jesus’ apostles asked him for a sign.
They had heard him say that people would not
see him again until some future time. They
wanted to know when that time would be. What
sign would there be that the time had come?

The Great Teacher knew that his followers
would need a sign. He was going to go back to
heaven to be with God. When he would come
again he would not be a human. He would be a
spirit. And can you see a spirit? —

So, how would anyone know that he had
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come again? — Well, Jesus told them what to
watch for. He told them about things that would
happen right here on earth.

When Jesus was talking to them, they were
close to Jerusalem. They could see it across the
valley. And they could see its beautiful temple.
So Jesus told them about things that would
happen to Jerusalem and its temple. And those
things did happen!

But Jesus also said that the same things would
happen again later. This time they would happen
to the whole world. And what would this
mean? — It would mean that Christ had
returned. It would mean that from heaven he
had begun to rule in the kingdom of God. Soon
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he would destroy the wicked. Life would soon
get much better here on earth.

Have we seen the sign that Jesus gave? — |
have. Would you like to hear about it? —

As part of the sign, Jesus said: 'You are
going to hear of wars and reports of wars.
Nation will rise against nation and kingdom
against kingdom.’

| have seen that in my lifetime. Whole nations
have fought against other nations to destroy
them. The trouble really began in the year 1914.
Now we hear news reports about war almost
every day. Have you heard those reports on the
radio or on television? —

Here is another part of the sign that Jesus
gave. He said: ‘There will be food shortages in
one place after another.’

Not everyone has enough food to eat. Did
you know that? — | have heard that every day
ten thousand people die because they do not
have enough food. Lack of food also results in
disease or pestilence. Jesus said that there would
be food shortages and pestilence.

This is another part of the sign that he gave:
‘There will be earthquakes in one place after
another.’

Do you know what an earthquake is? — It
makes the ground shake under your feet. Houses
fall down and people often get killed. Since the
year 1914 there have been many more earth-
quakes every year than there were before. These
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are things that have happened in my lifetime.
Jesus said that another part of the sign would
‘be 'more and more lawlessness.” That is
happening too. That is why people almost every-
where lock the door on their houses. They are
afraid that someone might try to break in. And
in many places it is not safe to walk on the
street alone at night. Never before has it been
as bad as it is now.—Matthew 23:39-24:22,

Some people may say that these things have
happened before. But never before have they
happened in so much of the world at the same
time. All this has special meaning.

Remember, Jesus said that these things would
be a sign. Can you read that sign? What does
it mean? —

Most people see only the trouble. It makes
them unhappy. But if they knew what the sign
meant, they would rejoice. Why? —

Jesus said: ‘As these things start to happen,
lift your heads up, because your deliverance is
getting near.' That means that we should be
happy. Because in just a short time God will put
an end to all the troubles on this earth. Life will
be a real pleasure then.

Don't you agree that is good news? — If we
really believe it, we won't keep it to ourselves.
Other people need to know about it too.

{There is much in the Bible that shows that the time for God's king-

dom hos come. Read together these scriptures: Luke 21:28-36;
2 Timothy 3:1-5; 2 Peter 3:3, 4, 13.)
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“You Will Be with Me

in Paradise”

O YOU like animals? — Would you like to
be able to play with a lion? Or would you
like to have a bear for a pet? —

The time is coming when you will be able to
do that. Get your Bible and let's read about it
together.,

The scripture is in the book of Isaiah, chapter
11, verse 6. It says: "“And the wolf will actually
reside for a while with the male lamb, and with
the kid the leopard itself will lie down, and the
calf and the maned young lion and the well-fed
animal all together; and a mere little boy will be
leader over them."

What would happen today if a wolf could get
at a lamb? — It would eat it up, wouldn’t it?
And what would happen if a leopard were with
a little goat? — That little goat would become
dinner for the leopard.

But the Bible says that is going to change. God
is going to make those animals eat straw, instead
of eating one another. When the animals are all
friendly, it will be fun to have a lion for a pet,
won't it? — That is going to happen in Paradise.

Do you know what Paradise is? — A Paradise
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is a beautiful garden or park. It is a place of
peace and pleasure. '

God gave the first man, Adam, and his wife
a Paradise in which to live. It was called the
Garden of Eden. There were animals in that
garden. But none of them hurt the others. There
were also trees with lots of delicious fruit on
them. And there was a river. It was a wonderful
place to live.

But Adam and Eve lost that Paradise. They
disobeyed God, so they could not live in Paradise
anymore. There is no Garden of Eden now. So,
what chance do we have to live in Paradise? —

Well, before he died on the torture stake, the
Great Teacher talked about a new Paradise. A
man had just said to him: “Jesus, remember me
when you get into your kingdom." Jesus
answered: “Truly | tell you today, You will be
with me in Paradise.'—Luke 23:42, 43,

Jesus did not say that they were going to be
in Paradise that very same day. Both of them
died and were buried on that day. But Jesus was
talking about what would happen after he ‘got
into his kingdom.' Then there will be a Paradise
again. The new Paradise will last forever.

Where will that Paradise be? — The first
Paradise was right here on earth, wasn't it? So
the new Paradise will be here on earth too.
That is why Jesus taught us to pray for God's
will to be done on earth. When that time comes,
the whole earth will become a Paradise.
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In Paradise there will be big changes made.
The air will be clean and fresh and good to
breathe. Water in the rivers will be clear and
good. The land will grow plenty of food so that
no one goes hungry. The whole earth will
become like a park. It will be alive with birds
and animals, trees and flowers of every kind.

But the biggest changes will be in the people.
It is people who make a mess of the earth, isn't
it? — Some of them live in messy homes. And
they throw trash everywhere they go. But
Paradise won't be like that. It will be a clean
and pleasant place to live. So, if we want to
live in Paradise, wouldn't you say that now is
the time to learn to keep things neat and
clean? — That's one way to show that we really
want the earth to be a Paradise, isn't it? —

People will
change in other
ways too. Paradise




will be a place of peace. But not everyone today
is peaceful. Some people scream at others. They
hit and hurt other people. They act just like wild
animals. They need to learn to live in peace. In
Paradise, they *'will not do any harm or cause
any ruin.""—lsaiah 11:9.

Are you always peaceful with others? — If
we are going to live in Paradise, we need to
learn to be peaceful, don't we? —

It will be a wonderful thing to live in Paradise.
God promises that he will do marvelous things
for us then. Open your Bible to Revelation
chapter 21, verses 3 and 4, and let's read what
it says: ‘‘Look! The tent of God is with mankind,
and he will reside with them, and they will be
his peoples. And God himself will be with them.
And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes,
and death will be no more, neither will mourning
nor outcry nor pain be any more. The former
things have passed away."

Just think about that! God will watch over us.
We will never have to cry because we are
unhappy. No one will have pain because he is
sick. And no one will have to die. That is what
it will be like in Paradise.

Do you really want to live in Paradise? — |
do. What we do every day now has an effect on
whether we will be there. If we want to live in
Paradise, now is the time to prepare for it.

(This earth will last forever and God will make it @ wonderful place to
live. Read more about this at Psalms 104:5 [103:5, Dyl; 37:10, 11
[36:10, 11, Dyl; Proverbs 2:21, 22; Isaiah 35:5, 6; Micah 4:3, 4.)
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How to Tell God,
I Love You

ID you know that someone loved you even
before you were born? — Well, you see we
knew you were coming. Of course, we didn't
know what you would look like then. You were
still growing inside your mother. But already
your father and your mother were doing many
things to show they loved you.
That's why there were clothes for you to
wear as soon as you were born. And there was
a little bed for you to sleep in.

And, my, how happy your father and mother
were when they finally saw you! They loved you
then. And they love you now, very, very much.
You love your father and mother, too, don't
you? —

But now | am thinking of someone else who
also loved you before you were born. Do you
know who? — It is Jehovah God. In fact, God
loved all of us before we were born. Do you
know how we know he did? —

Because a long time ago God sent his Son to
give his life for us. Also, God is going to make
the earth a beautiful garden where we can live
forever in happiness, if we really want to.
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How does this make you feel toward God? —
It makes me love him very, very much. | want to
serve him all my life. Do you? —

But how can we tell God that? — Jesus knew
just how to tell God that. Listen while | tell you
what he did.

One day he went to the Jordan River. John
the Baptist was there. Jesus and John waded out
into the water. The water was all the way up to
their waists. Do you have any idea of what they
were going to do? —

The man put one of his arms around behind
Jesus' shoulders. He put Jesus all the way under
the water for just a
second and then lifted
him out again. He
baptized him. Why
did he do that? Jesus
asked the man to do
it. But why? Do you
know? —

Jesus did it so that
God would know that Jesus wanted to serve
him all his life, yes, forever. But did God want
Jesus to be put under the water that way? —
Yes, he did. How do we know? —

Because when Jesus came up out of the water
he heard a big voice from heaven say: ‘You
are my Son whom | love. | am very pleased with
you.'—Mark 1:9-11.

What did Jesus do after this? — Well, he
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started going around talking about God to
everyone who would listen. He told them about
God's kingdom. He told them how they could
live forever.

Some of the men and women believed what
the Great Teacher taught them. But they felt sad.
Do you know why? —

Because they thought of many bad things
they had done. They knew that God was not
pleased with those things. They knew the Bible
said those things were wrong. Now they wanted
to be like Jesus and please God. So, do you
know what they did? —

They asked to be baptized just as Jesus had
been baptized. They wanted to tell God that
they loved him and that they wanted to serve
him all their life.

We can do the same thing today. Of course,
you are still growing up now. But you aren't
going to spend your whole life just growing up,
are you? — Of course not. Someday you'll be
grown up. What are you going to do then? —

Will you be like Jesus? — Will you do what
the men and women who believed in Jesus did?
Will you get baptized? — If you do, you will be
telling God that you love him. You will be telling
him that you want to serve him all your life. |
certainly hope you do that. And God will be
very pleased if you do.

When a person is grown up, there are many
things that he can do. Some people who are
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grown up live with their families. They work and
earn money, and they buy things for their
families. They buy clothes, food, furniture, even
automobiles. This is nice. But is this the way to
tell God that they love him? Is this the way
to tell God that they want to serve him all
their life? —

Many of these people do not even want to
listen when another person tries to talk to them
about the Bible. They may not even read the
Bible. Some of them hardly ever talk about God
or the Great Teacher, not even to their children.
Some of them may not even thank God for the
food they eat, or talk to him in prayer at night.
They do not really love God, do they? — You
wouldn't want to grow up and be like them,
would you? — How sad that would be.

The Great Teacher talked about God to all
sorts of people, including little children. He
enjoyed talking about God and about the good
things God will do for those who love him. He
really meant it when he told God: 'Father, | love
you and | want to serve you forever.' Learn all
you can about the Great Teacher now while
you're young. Let your heart get filled with love
for Jehovah God. Then you, too, will really
mean it when you tell God: 'l love you and |
want to serve you forever.’

(Other texts you may read that show how we can prove our love for
God are: Matthew 6:24-33; 24:14; 1 John 2:15-17; 5:3.)
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46
The Way to Live Forever

EHOVAH has given us many wonderful gifts.

One of his finest gifts to us is life. Without it
we could not do anything, could we? — But if
we want to keep that gift, there are some things
that we must do.

You are doing one of those things right now.
So am |. We do it all day and all night, even
when we are asleep. If we were to stop, we
would die right away. Do you know what it
is? — Yes, we are breathing.

There are other things that we do every day
to keep alive. Can you name some of them? —
We eat food. We drink water. And we sleep.
God made us so that we cannot live without
these things.

None of them are hard to do. In fact, | like
eating. Don't you? — But how does food keep
us alive? Do you know? What happens to it
after we swallow it? —

Our body breaks the food into very tiny pieces.
Then the blood carries these to every part of
our body. This food is used in a marvelous way
to build new bone, new flesh, new hair, nails,
eyes and other body parts. Did you know
that? —

You may wonder what happens to the old
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body paris. These die off a little bit at a time
and are taken away as wastes. The new ones
take their place.

These changes are happening everywhere in
our body. It does not take very long until our
whole body is made over. Jehovah made our
body so that it does this. He made it so that it
would go on doing it forever. Yes, he made man
to live forever.

But people die. Why? — Because Adam
sinned against God. And we got sin from Adam.
He spoiled man's good relationship with God.
And our life depends on God.

To live forever, we need more than air and
water and food and sleep. We need to have the
right standing with God.

There is no doctor that can make us live
forever. There is no magic pill that will keep us
from dying. The only way we can live forever
is by drawing close to God. The Great Teacher
tells us how to do that.

Let's get our Bibles and open them to John
chapter 17, verse 3. Here we find what Jesus
said: "“This means everlasting life, their taking
in knowledge of you, the only true God, and of
the one whom you sent forth, Jesus Christ."

What did the Great Teacher say that we need
in order to live forever? — We need to take in
knowledge. That means we need to learn. That is
why we study the Bible.

But how will learning about Jehovah help us
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to live forever? — Remember, all life comes
from him. To have his favor, we must worship
him as the only true God. But we cannot worship
him in the right way unless we listen to what he
says. Just as we need food every day, so we
need to learn about Jehovah every day. This
keeps us close to him. The Bible says: ‘Man must
live, not on bread alone, but on all the words
that come from Jehovah's mouth.'—Matthew
4:4,

We also need to take in knowledge about
someone besides God. Who is that? — Jesus
Christ. This is because God sent Jesus to take
away sin. He can take away the harm that
Adam did when Adam sinned against God.
Jesus can help us to get back into a good
relationship with
God. And that is
not possible in any
other way.

That is why the
Bible says: “'There
is no salvation in
anyone else.” We
have to learn about
Jesus if we want to
live forever. And if
we really do have
faith in him, we
will be able to live
forever. When he




brings good conditions to all the earth, he will
help us to live forever and be happy. It is a
sure thing. That is why the Bible says: ‘‘He that
exercises faith in the Son has everlasting life."”
—Acts 4:12; John 3:36.

Now, what does it mean to ‘exercise faith'
in Jesus? — It means that we really believe that
we cannot stay alive without him. We believe
that God gives us everlasting life through Jesus.
Do you believe that? —

‘Exercising faith’ in Jesus means something
else too. It means that we believe him so much
that we do what he says. We do not do just
some things and not others. We do all the things
he says. And we do them because we really
want to. Is that what you want to do? —

One of the things that the Great Teacher tells
us to do is to talk to other people about God
and his kingdom. He did it himself to show us
how. So, if we have really learned from Jesus,
that is something that we will do. Do you do
that? —

But that is not all that counts. Every day we
should do the things that the Bible says are right.
We must be careful not to do bad things. We
should show that we truly love one another.

If we do these things, it shows that we have
really been listening to the Great Teacher.

(True disciples of Jesus Christ will really be able to live forever in
happiness right on this earth. Read what the Bible says about this at
Psalm 37:29, 34 [36:29, 34, Dy], Matthew 19:16-21 and Romans

6:23.)
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Something for Your Family

You Can Live Forever in Paradise on Earth is a book
for the whole family. It can help you and your family to
get a clear understanding of all the basic teachings of

the Bible.
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The Bible's
basic teachings
in logical order

Among the Bible truths discussed are

Why we are here

Why we grow old and die
What kind of place is hell?
How can we be sure which religion God approves?
How wicked spirits are misleading mankind

Why has God permitted wickedness till now?
Who go to heaven, and why?
How to pray and be heard by God
What the Bible says about

building a happy family life

To obtain your copy of this attractive hardbound book
postpaid, just send $3.00. Contribution subject to change.
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Enjoy Upbuilding Association

Would you and your family like to associate with
other persons who have high moral standards? Would
you like your children to associate with other young
folks who appreciate the importance of showing respect
for their parents, always speaking the truth, and doing
kind things for other people?

Such persons can be found at the Kingdom Hall
of Jehovah's Witnesses. There you will find young and
old alike. Family groups attend, and you and your family
are also welcome. The meetings are free and no
collection is ever taken.

God's Word the Bible is the basis for discussions at
the Kingdom Hall. By attending, you and your family
can enjoy faith-strengthening Bible discussions and
upbuilding association. If you do not know where the
Kingdom Hall is in your community, you are welcome
to write to the publishers of this book.

If you have enjoyed this book and would like to
have additional copies, you may obtain them for $1
each. (Contribution subject to change.) Send your
order to WATCH TOWER at any of these addresses:
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