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and desth will be no more nether will mourming
nor outery nor pain be any more "—Rev. 213, 4.




CHAPTER 1

Qra nd @&zssfngs fmm
guc{ near at g(amﬂ

0O YOU want to live in peace and happiness?

Do you desire good health and long life for
yourself and your Ioved ones? Do you long to see
wickedness and suffering end? Every honesi-
hearted person wants these things. But today, in
all parts of the earth, viclence, crime, hunser and
sickness are Increasing. Why is the world so filled
with trouble? What does it all mean? Is there any
sourd reason to believe that conditions will really
get better In our lifetime?

* Yes, there is reason for such hope, and it is
clearly set out in a book that is published in more
languages thun any other book in the world. That
book is the Bible. It tells us of God's purpose to
set up an entirely new svstem of things for man-
kind. If you had the power to do so, would you not
bring to an end the conditions that cause so much
sorrow? Of course yvou would! Should we think
that the Creator of mankind will do any less? The
Bible tells us that “God is love.” (1 John 4:8)

he will most eertainly do so, for Psalm

I
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GRAND BLESSINGS FROM COD WEAR AT HANDI

between nations, but among neighbors and in
every household. Think what a grand blessing that
could be to you! And how reassuring to know that
the fulfillment of this heartwarming promise does
not depend on men! It s God who will bring

and

-1



B THE TRUTH THAT LEADS TO ETERMAL LIFE

* How can you be sure that this new system will
come? How can you be sure it is not just a dream?
You can be confident because Almighty God has
promised it. The One who created and sustains
the universe has given his guarantee that it will
come. “Cod . . . cannot le™ (Titus 1:2) His word
never goes unfulfilled —Joshua 23:14.

" These thrilling truths are found in God's Word,
the Bible, the Holy Scriptures. There is no other
source of information available to man that ex-

in a truly satisfying way the reason [or
t has happened on earth and God's purpese
for mankind. While men were used to write the
Bible, they did so under the direction of God's
powerful active force or holy spirit, so that “all
Scripture is inspired of God.” (2 Timothy 3:16)
as an invisible radio beam can earry informa-
tion to vou, so God's invisible active foree directed
the writers of the Bible to put down what he
wanted mankind to know. That s why one of
those writers, the apostle Paul, could say: “When
you received God's word, which you heard from
us, you accepted it, not as the word of men, but,
just ag it truthfully is, as the word of God.”
—1 Thessalonians 2:13; see also 2 Peter 1:20, 21,

WORLDWIDE CHANGE NEAR
* God’s Word of truth tells us very dearly that

‘E‘
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when the end was near. He said that the last days




10 THE TRUTH THAT LEADS TO ETERMAL LiFE

way for the rule of all the earth by God's govern-
ment. (Daniel 2:44: Luke 21:31, 32) Nothing can
stop this change, because God has purposed it

TRUTH THAT LEADS TO ETERNAL LIFE

# The coming world change will affect every
person on the face of the earth, incuding you.
H you love life and want to live, you should hasten
to take in accurate knowledge of God, his purposes
and his requirements. That is what God wants you
to do, for it is his will that “all sorts of men should
be saved and come to an accurate knowledge of
truth.” (1 Timothy 2:4) Accurate knowledge from
God's Word of truth will enable honest-hearted
persons to survive the end of the present wicked
system. (Zephaniah 2:2)* It will also reveal the
way to eternal life in God's grand new system. Je-

¥ How encouraging it is to know that soon we
will see the end of all the world’s troubles! How

shortly entering a new system where we can for-
ever enjoy life to the full! This should give every
one of us strong reasons for wanting to learn the
truth from the Bible. By seeking this truth we
begin to lay “a fine foundation for the future, in
order [to] get a firm bold on the real life,” “eter-
nal life” in God's new system of things.—1 Timo-
thy 6:19; AV,

{(a) Can we ecupe Lbe eSecls of the wnrld chasge?
[i-1) i we want o Ewe what must we sccording o
1 24 andl Jobm 1937
12 What reascrs do we have for wanling to lemrp lhe



CHAPTER 2

WAQ Gt s Wise to
Examine yuur me!igion
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2 When we examine what the Bible snys on this
matter, what do we find? Does it tench that the
hundreds of millions of persons who practice re-
in s0 many different ways are all pleasing
10 God? Does it show that all religion is good? To
enable us to know how he views the matter,

;



12 THE TRUTH THAT (EADS TO ETERNAL LifE

through it; whereas narrow is the gate and
cramped the road leading off into life, and few are
the ones finding it” (Matthew 7:13, 14) How
clearly those words answer our questions! They
show that many people are not worshiping God
in a way that pleases him. Only a few are on the
road leading to life,

* Probably vou find voursell readily agrecing
with the fact that much religion is not approved
by God. No doubt there are many things dope in
the name of religion that you do not approve. For
exampie, if you ook around in the churches and
observe persons who lve immoral lives but who
make a predense at being righteous, you know that
something is wrong. (2 Timothy 3:4, 5) And when
vou read in the newspaper that some clergymen
are publicly approving of sex relations between
unmarried persons and that they are saying that
homosexuality is all right under certain condi-
tions, you are well aware that this is not what
God says. You may remember that God destroyed
the ancient cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, And
why? Because they practiced such things! So you
know that God is not going to approve of a religion
that tells people it is all right to act like that.
—Jude 7.

* However, vou have no doubt heard people say:
“It doesn't matter what vou believe, as long as
you lead a clean moral life and deal kindly with

your neighbors.” But is that all there is to worship-
hﬁdhmmﬁem?mmlnam
necessary, but God requires more. Doctrines are
Mmﬂl“hhmﬂm«ﬂtﬂh!ﬂ



WHY IT 1§ WISE TO EXAMINE YOUR RELIGION 13

also involved, The Bible informs us that “the true
worshipers will worship the Father with spirit
and truth.” (John 4:23) I our worship is to be
acceptable to God, it must be firmly rooted in
God's Word of truth. Jesus reproved those persons
who claimed to serve God but relicd heavily
on the traditions of men in God's
Word. He applied o them God's own words from
Isaiah 29:13, sayving: “It is  keep
worshiping me, because they teach commands of
men as doctrines.” (Matthew 15:9) Since we do
not want our worship to be in vain, it is
for each one of us to examine his religion.

*We need 1o examine, not only what we
sormally Lelleve, but aleo what is taught by any
religious orgnnization with which we may be asso-
ciated. Are its teachings in full harmony with
God's Word, or are they based on the truditions of
men? If we are lovers of the truth, there is nothing
to fear [rom such an examinntion. It should be the

:
&
£
i
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14 THE TRUTH THAT LEADS TO ETERMAL LikE

God and beneficial for teaching, for

for setting things straight” (2 Timothy 3:16)
Since this is so, the religion that s approved by
God must agree in all its details with the Bible.

"The man who wants to please God must be
sincere. But sincerity alone does not make one's
religion approved in God's eves. The npostle Paul
was moved by God's spirit to write concerning
ceriain ones in his day: “T bear them witness that
they have a 2enl for God; but not according to
accurate knowledge: for, because of not knowing
the righteousness of God but seeking to establish
their own, they did not subject themselves to the
righteouspess of God™ (Romans 10:2, 3) As a
result, thelr sincerity was misdirected. Their prob-
lem was that they were looking in the wrong di-
rection for instruction. They held onto the Jewish
religious system, which had rejectod God's Son
und so was itsell rejocted by God.—Aets 2:36, 40:
Proverbs 14:12.

* What, then, of the religions that take the name
of Christ nnd profess to accept him as their Lord?
Does their preaching in his name guaraniee that
they meet with God's approval? In view of the

heavens, but the one doing the will of my F
who is in the heavens will. Many will say to me

i
&
)
)
iE
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|



WHY IT IS5 WISE TO EXAMINE YOUR RELICION 15

your name . . . ¥ And vet then I will confess to
them: I never knew you! Get away from me, you
workers of lawlessness."—Matthew 7:21-23,

* Knowledge of the Bible and of God's will is
essentinl for God's approval. But, as Jesus said,
it is the doing of that will that counts, One must
have works that are consistent with what one
learned. (James 2:26) To please God, then, one's
religion must be in full harmony with the Hible
and be applied in every activity of life.—Luke 6:
45—19.

* Jesus sald that you could recognize whether a
man practices the true religlon by his “fruits,”
that is, the things he does. (Matthew 7:20) In the

11

duce better persons—better husbands and fathers,
better wives and mothers. Tt should produce per-
sons who are honest, who stand out among others
because they do what is right. Is that not what you
would expect of o religion that truly draws one
close o God? God looks for these things too, and
they determine whether a religion is approved
of God or not.

1 Certainly you do not want to be classed with
those who are refused entry into the kingdom of
God because of failure to do God's will. It will be

Lo be to God

T frgitage will roe reiplon beng abes! fn the perxores!
Eves of those who B?

1L What course by people in ancient Berosa do we do
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proves because they “received the word with the
greatest eagerness of mind, carefully examining
the Seriptures daily as to whether these things
were s0."—Acts 17:11.

* As you examine God’s Word, you will learn
that your love for God will be put to the test. There
may be individuals, perhaps oven dose friends
relatives, who will not approve of your examining
the Scriptures. (1 Peter 4:4; Matthew 10:36, 37)
They may try to discourage you. They may do this
in all sincerity, because they de not know (he mar-
velous truths found in the Bible. Perhaps you cn
kelp them. In other cases the opposition may come
from persons who have no love for God. If this
should cccur, remember, having God's spproval
Is fur more important than having the approval
of men. It Is God, not man, who will give you eter-
nal life if you love him above everyone and every-
thing else.—Matthew 22:37-29,

¥ Always look to God for his help and puidance.
Keep on praying, as did the penlmist: “O Jehovah,
hear my prayer . . . Teach me to do your will, for
You are my God."” (Psulm 145:1, 10 [142:1, 10,
Dy|) I you sincercly want to know and practice
the religion that he approves, he will answer your
prayer. And he will bring you into association with
who really do “warship the Father with
and truth."—John 4:23; sec also Matthew

a5
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CHAPTER 3

Who Js God?

AN'S need for God and his help has never

been greater than now. Our lives de
upon knowing him. But, strangely enough, there is
miich confusion as to whe he Is, for today, as in
the past, there are many gods worshiped in differ-
ent land=s. Yet the Bible makes clear that there is
only one true God—1 Corinthians 8:5, 6.

*To distinguish himself from the many false
gods, the true God has given himsell a personal
pame, This sets him apart from all others. “Is not
‘God’ hiz nnme?" some may ask. No, for “God” is
merely a title, just as “President,” "King" and
“Judge” are titles. God's personul name is made
known to us through his Word, the Bible, and that
name s JEHOVAH. In many translations of the
Bible this nume is found at Psalm £3:18, whore we
read (AV): “That men may know that thoun,
whose nanme alone is JEHOVAH, art the most
high over all the earth.” And in almost all trans-
Iations the name is found al Revelation 19:1-6 as
part of the expression “Allcluia™ or “Hallelujah.”
This means “praise Jah™ (a shortened form of Je-
hovah). The Catholic Encyclopedia (1910, Vel
VI, p. 33) says of this Divine Name: “Jehovah,
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However, The Jerusalem Bible, a recent Catholic
transintion, regularly uses the name “Yahweh,"
a5 do A number of other transiations. Why is that?

*In Hebrew, the language in which the first
thirty-nine books of the Bible (AV) were written,

use for many centuries and is most widely known.

‘ Becnuse there is uncerlainty as to the exact
pronuncintion of God's personal name, some cler-
gymen say you should not use it at all, but instead
simply say “God"” or “the Lord.” However, they do
not insist that you should not use the names “Je-
sus” and “Jeremiah,” And yet these commonly used
pronunciations are quite different from the He-
brew pronunciations “Yesh'ua" and “Yirm'iah'”
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name but honor it and praise it before others, as
(God's Son did when on earth.—Matthew 6:9;
John 17:86, 26.
GOI'S QUALITIES AND WHY WE SHOLD
WORSHIF HIM ALONE

*What does the Bible itself 1ell us about God?
It tells us that “God is a Spiril.” (John 4:24) A
spirit is not composed of flesh and hlood, nor of
other material substances that can be seen or
by human senses. (1 Corinthians 15:44, 50)
human eves have pever scen God., (John 1:18)
is far superior to anything our eyes behold
majesty of the mountains, the brilliance of
sun, and even the glory of the starry heavens

*No wonder that in the heavens the song
smung: “Great and wonderful are your works,
hovah God, the Almighty. Righteous and
are your ways, King of eternity. Who will not
really fenr you, Jehovah, and glorify your name
because you alone are loyal?™ (Revelation 15:3
4) As the Creator of all things, Jehovah God, the
“King of eternity,” existed before all others, He
is “from everlasting to everlasting,” meaning that

6%
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20 THE TRUTH THAT LEADS TO ETORMAL LIFE

(Revelation 4:11) He accomplished the creation,
not with tools such as men use, but by means of
his holy spirit, which is his invisible active force.
(Genesis 1:2; Psalm 104:30 [103:30, Dy)) It is
that same holy spirit by which he later caused the
Bibie 10 be written so that we might know his will
and purposes for men on earth.—2 Peter 1:21

we,
100, accountable to God? Yes, because God is the
Source of our life. This is true, not only bersuse
we have descended from that first human pair to
whom God gave life, but also because our

benefit. (Psalm 36:9 [35:10, Dy]; Matthew 5:45)
To what extent, then, do we live our lives in har-
mony with God's purpose for us? We ought to
think seriously about this, beeause our opportu-
nity Tor eternal lile is at stake.

* Are we really to fear God? Yes, but with a
healthy fear of rebelling agninst his will, because




¥ With Jehovah there are “wisdom and mighti-
ness; he has counsel and understanding.™ (Job 12:
13) Ewvidence of his wisdom is 2een in all his cre-
ative works, in both heaven and earth. We may well

view, It is true that there may be times when we,
ns humans having limited knowledge and experi-

obviously knows fur more than we do, that his
experience is so much greater than ours, and that
what he does is for our everinsting good, will move
us to obey him with a wiliing heart.—Psalm 19:7-
11 [18:8-12, Dy]; Micah 6:8.

* 3 Peralipessenen 1638, Oy
qualities of Jebowah make g Bappy 0 hove him as

I-:aumm:—n-m
what move us to gbey BT
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22 THE TRUTH THAT LEADS TO ETERMAL LIFE

er."* Is that reasonable? More importantly, is it
in agreement with the Bible?

“'This doctrine was unknown to the Hebrew
prophets and Chrigtian apostles, The New Catholic
Eneyclopedia (1967 edition, Vol. XIV, p. 306) ad-
mits that “the doctrine of the Holy Trinity is not
taught in the OT [Old Testament].” It also admits
that the doctrine must be dated as from about
three hundred and fifty years after the death of
Jesus Christ. So the early Christinns who were
tanght directly by Jesus Christ did not believe
that God is a “Trinity.”

“When Jesus was on earth he certainly was
mot equal to his Father, for he sald there were

* Cpclopardla of Bl and  Noclesiertice!
wnl.m-ﬂi Vol IT n S0
_i"-uuw’mm -mnnm
Lits pemetyiog
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as we are one” (John 17
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“ But did not Jesus say on one occasion, *T and
the Father are one”? (John 10:30) Yes, he did.

However, that statement does not even sugeest a

God may be #ll in all.” (1 Corinthians 15:28, 4AV)

Clearly

“Trinity,"” since he spoke of only two as being one,
mtlhme. Jemswassm-ely
we have already
he

know
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Corin
is fo
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ject unto him that put all things under him, that

is not equal with his Father
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with his Father, with Jesus and with one another.

# What about the statement at John 1:1 (4V),
which reflers to Jesus as “the Word,” saving: “In
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God”? Does that not
prove the “Trinity™? No. Notice, first of all, that
only two persons are mentioned, not three. Also,
in this same chapter, verse 2 says that the Word
was “in the beginning with God,” and verse 18
says that “no man hath seen God at any time,”
yet men have seen Jesus Christ. For these reasons,
and in full harmony with the Greek text, some
transiations of verse 1 read: “The Word was with
God, and the Word was divine,” or wos “a god,”
that is, the Word was a powerful godiike one. (AT;
NW) So this portion of the Bible is in agreement
with all the rest; it does not teach a “Trinity.”*

* As lor the “Holy Spirit,” the so-called “third
Person of the Trinity,” we have already seen that
it is, not u person, but God's aetive force. (Judges
14:8) John the Baptist said that Jesus would bap-
tize with holy spirit even as John had been hap-
tizing with water. Water is not a person nor is
holy spirit a person. (Matthew 3:11) What John
foretold was fulfilled when God caused his Son
Christ Jesus

were filled with God's active force—Acts 2:4, 33,
'mw“umm“ﬁw

Father, the Word, ihe Holy Obost: st (hewe thees gre

sne” thal sppess In some Bible versons st 1 John 3T, Tex.
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WHO 15 GOD? . a5

» What, then, do the facts show as to the "Trin-
ity”? Neither the word nor the idea is in God's
Word, the Bible. The docirine did not originate
with God. But, you will be interested to know that,
according to the book Babylonian Life and History
{by Sir E. A. Wallis Budge, 1925 edition, pp. 146,
147), in ancient Babylon, the pagans did believe
in such a thing: in fact, they worshiped more
than one trinity of gods,

WORSHIPING GOD “WITH SPIRIT AND TRUTH™

=To love and respect a person, one needs to
kmow him as he really i= To give God the exclusive
devotion that he deserves, you need to study his
Word and ‘prove to yoursel! the good amnd accept-
able and perfect will of God." (Romans 12:2) The
imporiant thing is not how humans want to wor-
ship God, but how God wants to be worshiped.

¥ Religious ceremonies and “gids to devolion™
may seem beautiful in the eyes of those who use
them, but how does God view them? Surely you
want to know, because you want to have God’s
approval, God's own Son tells us that “the true
worshipers will worship the Futher with spirit
and truth.” (John 4:23) Is the use of images, for
example, worship “with spirit and truth”? Does
it please God?

= At Exodus 20:4, 5, in one of the Ten Com-
mandmenis, God himsell says: “You shall not
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you are doing this? (Deuteronomy 7:25) By bring-
ing your life and way of worship into harmony
with Jehovah's loving will you may gnin his ever-
lasting blessings—1 Corinthians 10:14,

* Continue to learn of Jehovah's majesty and

obedience to him, you will put yourseif in the way
that leads to eternal life—Ephesians 4:23, 24:
Psalm 104:33.35 [103:33-35, Dy].

1. Az we ook arourd cur homes, whati words of the apesile

John should we n mfed?
24 If we truly 1o draw close lo God, what shecld we do?
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Why 10 Crow Ol
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original purpose? When God created man, was it
his purpose that man should grow old, and become
deaf or blind? Did he mean for man's skin 1o
wrinkle with age, his heart to become diseased and
his other organs to break down? Really, did God
make man to die?"

£ No, Jehovah God did not create man lor such
a miserable future, The Bible tells us that Jehovah
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would continue to be theirs only as long as they
met the condition of loving obedience to their
heavenly Futher. Obedience to law {8 necessary to
continued peace and good order, 80 they had to
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They were not deprived of needed food, nor were
they tested bevond their ability. However, their
obedience would show that they apprecinted their
relationship with God. (1 John 5:3) Although
some persons have the idea that the ‘forbidden
fruit’ had 1o do with sex relations between the man
and woman, this was not the case. God himealf had
already told them to *“be fruitful and becoms many
and fill the earth.” (Genesis 1:28) When God com-
manded them not to eat the [ruit of a certain tree
it merely meant that Ged singled out one of the
many {ruit trees of Eden and commanded the hu-
man pair not to eat of its fruit.

*Why was the tree called “the tree of the
knowledge of good and bad™? Beeause, ns a result
of God's command, its fruit symbolized God's
right to decide for his creatures what is “good”
and whnt is “bod” for them. So, for the human
palr to take of this fruit would mean that they
were turning their backs on thelr henvenly Father
and rejecting his divine guidance and perfect will,
While simple, the test involved much. It involved
mun's dependence on his Creator and man's recog-
nition of divine nuthority. Remember, too, that
Jesus Christ applied to imperfect humans the rule
that “the person faithful in what s least iz faith-
ful alvo in much, and the person unrighteous in
what is least is unrighteous also in much.”™ (Luke

G (ah was lhe Urve called “the tree of the knowiedse of
and i) When Adwm pnd Eve sie the fruit, what
were they doing In regard to Ueir Pather?

a
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presented to her by a spirit ereature using a lowly
serpent through which to speak. That spirit crea-
ture, identified in the Bible az Satan the Devil
is therefore called “the original serpent.” (Revela-
tion 12:9) The invisible creature speaking through
the serpent openly denied the truth of God's com-
mand that Eve quoted. He represented the tree's
ruit as being sble to cause her to be like God,
deciding for herself what was “good” and what
" Eve then began to view the fruit as
very desirable and she disobeyed God by eating of
it. Adam, her husband and head, upon finding cut
what she had done, did not oppose her course but
joined her in it.—Genesis 3:1-6; James 1:14, 15:
Corinthians 11:3.
* By this lawless act they became guilty of sin,
and so they
brought upon
themselves the
penalty of sin,
(1 John 3:4)

-

(=




WHY WE GEOW OLD AMD DIE 3
seriousness of what Adam and Eve did by the
our

way many people view things in time, Today
to porents is common, often going
unpumnished. Stealing also is common, and many
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dience and removal from God's favor meant for
them. (Genesis 3:16-19) After Adam had used
up the tremendous vitality of his once-perfect
body, he died at the age of 930 years. This was
within the symbolic “day”™ of one thousand

that God had sel.—Genesis 5:5; 2 Peter 3:8.

EFFECT TPON OFFSPRING

* But, since we today did not disobey that law
in Eden, why is it that we also get sick and die?
It is for this reason: All of Adam's offspring were
born after his disobedience. Thus his offspring
inherited sin and death from him. All men inhesit
imperfection, because all come from Adam and
Eve. As the Bible book of Job tells us: “Who can
produce someone ciean oul of somcone unclean?
There is not ane.” (Job 14:4) Also, at Romans 5:
12 the Bible explains: “Through one man [Adam]
sin entered the world and death through sin, and
thus death sprend to all men.” Just as a perfect
picee of machinery cannot be produced from an
imperfect mold, so Adam in his imperfection could
not produce perfect children, free from sin.
—Psalm 51:5 [50:7, Dy].

#The effect of Adam and Eve's sin upon their
offspring can be compared with what often hap-
pens when people who ignore God's law and live
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could pass on to their offspring only what they
themselves had: imperfection, with a future of
sickness und death. That is why we all grow old
and die, and why we so easily do what is wrong.

** Howvever, it is one thing to make unintentional
mistakes because of inherited sin, but entirely
another matter deliberately to practice what cne
knows to be wrong. (1 John 5:16) If one is truly
repentant over mistakes he makes because of in-
herited weaknesses, he can expect merciful for-
giveness lmom God. (Proverbs 28:13) But he must
be careful that, once be knows what Is right, he
does not deliberately choose (o follow a course
contrary to God's will. To do so would mean loss
of God's favor and of life itsell.—Deuteronomy
30:15-20; Hebrews 10:25, 27.

* Happily, Jehovah has made loving provision
to save repentant ones from the bad effects of
inherited sin and death. This grund relief will
come through the ransom sacrifice of Jesus Christ,
Concerning this provision the Bible says: “God
sent forth his only-begotten Son into the world
that we might gain life through him.” (1 John
4:9) So, in God's due time, under the Kingdom
rule of his Son, inherited human imperfection will
gradunlly be taken away, and mankind will no
longer {eel the effects of Adam's sin. Why, even
the death we inherited from Adam will no longer
have power over us! (Revelation 21:3, 4) You can
be one who will enjoy such blessings. How? By
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w}tem ﬂre t/w CDeac{ ?

you have experienced the emply

feeling that comes with losing a loved one in
death. On such occasions most persons feel not
enly sad but also very helpless. It is only natural
to wonder: What happens to a person when he
dies? Is he still conscious somewhere? Is there a
real hope that the dead will live again? The Bible
contains a comforting answer to these guestions.
* Simply stated, death is the opposite of life. In
sentencing the first man Adam for his willful dis-
obedience, God said: “You [will] return to the
ground, for out of it you were taken. For dust you
are and to dust you will return.” (Genesis 3:19)
Consider now: Where was Adam before God
formed him from the dust and gave him life? Why,
he simply did not exist. At his death Adam re-
turned to the same lifeless, unconsclous stale. He
went neither to a fiery hell nor to heavenly bliss,
but died—as God =aid he would—Genesis 2:17.
# The Bible clearly teaches that the dead are un-
conscious and lifeless in the grave. Nole what
Ecclesiastes 9:5, 10 (AV) says regarding the con-
dition of the dead: “For the living know that they
shall die: but the dead know not any thing, neither
hawve ¢ any more a rewand; for the memory of

What an comnsly ak abou! lhe dead?
;hl. md‘:‘;mu firsl man Adege
What

¥
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them is forgotten. Whatsoever thy hand findeth
to do, do It with thy might; for there is no work,

Their thoughts have conssd, as the Bible states
“Put not your trust in princes, nor In the son of
man, in whom there i= no help. His breath goeth

DOES MAN HAVE AN IMMORTAL =0UL?
* But what about the soul? Is it not a part of man
thnlmtufmm!!isbudyudmthmdmﬁm
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comes a doctor ig a doctor, (1 Corinthians 15:45)
Since the human sou! is man himself, then it can-
not be some shadowy thing that merely inhabits
ﬂuh@aﬂutmm&tnmﬂfmﬂmpemmx
In harmony with this fact, the Bible makes plain
ﬂmltholnmnmlpmplwﬂm qualities.
For exampie, the Bible speaks of the soul's desir-
ing physical food, saying: “Your soul craves 1o

meat.” (Deuteronomy 12:20; sce also Leviticus
17:12) It says, too, that souls have blood traveling
through their veins, for it speaks of “the blood of
the souls of the poor innocents.” (Jeremiah 2:34,
AV) Yes, your soul is really you, with all your
physical and mental qualities—Proverbs 2:10.

diction in God's Word. Tt becomes evident, then,
that the word “soul” may be used in different
senses. At times it refers to one's own self as a
soud. So just as one says “myself” he nlso can say
“my soul,” meaning basically the same thing. Thus
the psalmist wrote: “My soul has been

from griel."—Psalm 119:28 [118:28, Dy].

* “Soul” can also refer to the life one enjovs ax
a living soul or persom. Now, we can say that
mhnﬁmmnhgh:i::ﬁﬂpcrmﬂr
we cun say that he hes life, meaning he has life
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one's loging his life, we ean speak of his losing his
soul. Jesus said: “For what is a man prafited, if
he shall gnin the whole world, and lose his own
soul?™ (Matthew 16:26, AV) When Rachel had
trouble in giving birth to Benjamin, her soul (or
life ax a soul) went out from her and she died
{Genesis 35:16-19) She ceased to be a living per-
son and became a corpse. And when the prophet
Elijah performed a miracie in connection with a
dead child, the child's soul (or life as a soul) came
back into him and “he came to life.” He was
agnin a living soul.—1 Kings 17:17-2.*

* Since the soul is the person himself, what hap-
pens to a soul al death? The Bible is very clear in
stating that the soul is subject to death, sayving:
“The soul that is sinning—it itsell will die.,” (Eze-
kiel 18:4, 20) The apostle Peter quoted from the
writings of Moses concerning Jesus, saying: “In-
deed, any soul that does not listen to that Prophet
will be completely destroyed from among the
people.” (Acts 3:23) Consistent with this basic
truth, not onee in any of its verses does the Bible
say that either human or animal souls are im-
morial, deathless, cannot be destroyed or cannot
perish. There are, however, dozens of scriptures
that show that the soul can die or be killed. (Levit-
jeus 23:30; James 5:20) Even of Jesus Christ the
Bible savs: “He poured out his soul lo
death.,” (Isalah 53:12) We see, then,

and
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has been due to the confusion in many persons’
minds as to the meaning of “soul” and “spirit.” The
Bible shows they are not the same, as we shall see.

WHAT IS TIE SPIEIT IN LIVING CREATURES®

¥ From Job 24:14, 15 we learn that there are
two things that man (or any other conscious
earthly creature) must have in order to be and
stay alive: spirit and breath. There we read: =Ir
he [God] sets his heart upon anyone, if that one’s
spirit [Hebrew, rw'ahh] and breath [Hebrew,
neshamak’] he gathers to himself, all flesh will
expire together, and carthling man himself will
retum to the very dust.” We know that the first
man was formed by God out of the “dust
ground,” that is, the clements I
At the time of Adam’s creation, God caused the
billions of cells in his body to live, to have in them
the force of life. This active life foree is what is
meant here by the word “spirit” (rw'ahh). But for
the life force to continue in each of Adam’s billions
of cells, they needed oxygen, and this was to be
provided by breathing. So, God next “breathed
into his nostrils the breath [meshamah’] of life.”
Then Adam’s lungs began to function and thereby
sustain by breathing the life force in his body
cells —Genesis 2:7, AV,
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WHAT IS HELL?

s Many religious organizations teach that the
wicked are tormented endlessly in a hellfire. But
is this belief taught in God's Word? You may
know the meaning that your own particular church
organization gives to “hell,” but have yvou ever
investigated 1o see the meaning given it in the
Scriptures? What is hell according to the Bible?

=In the Hebrew Scriptures of the Bible the
word “hell” is transiaied from the Hebrew word
sheol’. This word ocrurs 65 times in all. The King
James Version of the Bible, however, translates
sheol” 31 times as “hell™ 31 times as “grave,” and
3 times ag “pit.” The Catholic Douay Version of
the Bible transintes sheol” as “hell” 63 times and
as “pit” once and as “death™ onee, In the Christinn
Greek Scriptures the word “hell” is sometimes
transinted from the Greek word hddes. Both the
King James ond Douay versions translate hddes
as “hell” in ench of its ten cccurrences.

# 15 hell a hot place? Do sheol' and hddes refer
to some place where the wicked suffer after death?
It is plnin that they do not, for we have already
seen that the dead are not conscious and therefore
eannot suffer. The Bible does not contradict itsell
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a place of flery torment. (1 Corinthians 15:3, 4)
In saying this the spostle quoted from Psalm 16:10
[15:10, Dy]. Here the Hebrew word sheol’ was
Eﬂ.mﬂu Arcts 2:21 this word Is transinted by

= As further proof of this, consider the case of
Job, a rightecus servant of God who sulfered
much. He prayed to God: *“Who will grant me
this, that thou mayst protect me in hell [sheol”;
the grave, AV ], and hide me till thy wrath pass,
and appolnt me a time when thou wilt remember

+13, Dy) How unreasonable to think
Job desired protection in bell if it is a fiery-hot
, this “hell” is simply the grave, and
red to go there so that his sufferings might
people as well as bad people go to the
IL," the common grave of all munkind

RICH MAN AND LAZARUS
& There Is one place where hddes occurs, how-
ever, thit has caused some persons to belleve that
the Bible hell is a place of physical tovment. That
is rich man and Laznrus,

RREREY
il

]
:
E
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of torment. (Matthew 13:34) Consider: Is it rea-
sonable or Scriptural to believe that a man suffers
forment simply because he is rich, wears good
‘dlothing and has plenty to eat? Is it Seriptural to
lyﬂ_-ﬂmu'h:“

we know Lhal Jesms® words abowl the rich m=an and
an
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an actual conversition could be carried on? Also,

the Lazarus class spivitually, and they thus came
into the favor of the greater Abraham, Jehovah
God. At the same time, the false religious leaders
“died" with respect to having God's favor. Being
cast off, they suffered torments when Christ's fol-
lowers after Pentecost forcefully exposed their
evil works, (Acts 7:51-57) So this illustration does
not teach that some dead persons are tormented
in a literal fiery hell
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that
thrown into Gehenna for their bad deeds,
he mean? Not that they would be torment
ever, Jesus used that valley (Gehenna) of fire
brimstone as a proper symbol of everlosting de-
struction. That is what his first-century listeners
understood it to mean, The “lake of fire" men-
tioned in Revelation has a similar meaning, not
conscious torment, but “second death,” everlasting
death or destruction. It is evident that this “lake”
is a symbol, because death and hell (hddes) are
thrown into it. Such things cannot literally be
burned, but they can be done away wilh, or de-
stroyed.—Revelation 20:14; 21:8.
= What, then, about purgatory? This ik said to
be a place where human souls are conscious and
going through fiery purging after death. Since
the Bible clearly shows that the dead are uncon-
how could God be tormenting anyone in
such a place? (Psalm 146:4 [145:4, Dy]) Actually,
neither the word “purgatory™ nor the idea of a

3
;4
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WILL THE DEAD LIVE AGAIN?

# The Bible teaching on the true condition of
the dead relieves one’s mind of much unnecessary
fear and worry regarding those who have died. To
know that such ones are not suffering helps us to
appreciate far more God's love, and his justice.
Yet, one may still wonder, IT a man dies and simply
goes 1o the grave, what hope is there for the dead?
The Bible reveals that there is a wonderful hope,
the hope of living again.

* During his earthly ministry Jesus Christ
showed his power over death, actually
dead persons back to human Hfe, (Luke 7:11-16;
John 11:39-44) He thus provided a preview of
what he will do on a grand seale in God's new sys-
tem of things. The heartwarming prospect is that
then hell, mankind's common grave, will be emp-
tied of Its unconscious dead. (Revelation 20:13)
Some receive a resurrection to heavenly glory as
spirit creatures, even as did Jesus Christ. (Romans
6:5) However, the vast majority of mankind will
be brought back to enjoy life on a restored earthly
paradise.—Acts 24:15; Luke 23:43.

= In God's new system the resurrected dead, if
they earry out God's righteous laws, will never
need to die again. (Isaiah 25:8) Certainly this
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Theoagh Wihom Cod
Blesses Mankind

OW loving the provision that Jehovah has

made through his Son for blessing persons of
all races and nations! He has promised deliverance
from oppression, sin and death. What a glorious
prospect! It is vital for us to appreciate, however,
that these blessings will come to mankind only
through Jesus Christ. For this reason, God in-
spired the apostle Peter to say of Jesus: “There is
no salvation in anyone else, for there is not anoth-
er name under heaven that has been given among
men by which we must get saved.” (Acts 4:12)
By guining accurate knowledge of this provision
and by exercising faith in God's purpose in con-
nection with Christ, you may put yourself in line
for the grand blessings of eternal life,
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would be blessed through his “seed.” That “seed”

:32; see also Isainh 9:6, T: Daniel 7:13,
g

*Did you know that Jesus had a glorious exis-
earth? The Bible informs us that he is God's “first-
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known as “the Word,” God's spokesman.—John
1:3, 10, 14; Colossians 1:15-17.

“Jesus could therefore properly say: “Before
Abraham came into existence, I have been,” and,
“I am the living bread that came down from heav-
en.” (John 8:58; 6:51) Referring to the high posi-
tion he had held in heaven, he prayed: “Father,
glorify me alongside yourself with the glory that
I_?Mahﬁde}mhdm:memﬂm'—-ldm
IT:0.

HIS LIYE ON EARTH

*In harmony with God's purpose for blessing
men of faith, the due time arrived for this heaven-
Iy Son to become a man on earth. This required a
miracle of God. Jehovah, by his holy spirit or
active force, transferred the life of Jesus from
heaven to the womb of a Jewish virgin girl named
Mary. Announcing this to Mary in advance, the
angel Gabriel said: “Holy spirit will come upon
you, and power of the Most High will overshadow
you. For that reason also what is born will be
called holy, God's Son.” (Luke 1:35) It was well
within the power of the Crealor to do this. Cer-
tainly the One who formed the first woman with
the ability to produce children could cause a
woman to conceive a child without a human
father, God hims=lif being directly responsible for
the life of the child This child, Jesus, was not
God, but God's Son. He was a perfect human, free
from the sin of Adam How was that possible?
Becnuse, o8 the angel said, “power of the Most
High" was responsible; it even guided
while in the womb of Mary.



set an example for all who exercise faith in
and later he commanded that all who became his
disciples should be baptized—Matthew 28:19, 20.

eame upon him, and God himself spoke from
hedven, sanying: “This is my Son, the beloved,
whom I have approved.” (Matthew 3:16, 17)
There wis no mistake about it; this was the one
whom all God's prophets had foretold! There at
the Jordan, by means of holy spirit, Jesus was
anointed by God to be the foretold great high
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spoke the truth, whether it was popular or not.
In what he did he provided an example that we
should follow if we want to please God. But he
also accomplished more than that,

RELIEF FROM SIN AND DEATH
* Jesus knew that his coming 1o earth as a man
was a direct part of God's arrangement Tor re-
lensing humankind from sin and death. So he said:
“The Son of man came . . . to give his sou! a ran-
som in exchange for many.” (Matthew 20:28)

1:18, 19) Why was such a release needed?

#This was because Adam, the forefather of us
all, had sinned against God. Thus, Adam became
imperfect and lest the vight to life, As a willful
violator of God's law, he came under its penalty
of death. God had also established laws of hered-
ity, which nssure that we all receive physical
charncteristics and other traits from our parents,
According to these laws, Adam could pass on to
his offspring only what he himself had; so we re-

xin th
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his wrong. God did this in harmony with a legal

principie that he later included in the Mosaic law,
namely, “soul will be for soul”™ (D _—

21) Let us see how that principle g

provided relief, not for the willful
Mm but for Adam’s offspring, who, without
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He willingly laid down his life in sacrifice for us.
As his apostle Peter tells us: “He himself bore our
sins in his own body upon the stake, in order that
we might be done with sins and live to righteous-
ness, And by his stripes you were healed.” ~—1 Pe-
ter 2:24; see also Hebrews 2:9,

“That was indeed a marvelous expression of
God’s love for mankind! The Bible helps us to
appreciate it, saying: “God loved the world so
much that he gave his only-begotten Son, in order
that everyone exercising faith in him might not
be destroyed but have everlasting life.” (John 3-
16) M you are a parent who has a dearly loved
son, no doubt you can appreciate, at least to some
extent, what that meant to God. It surely should
wurm our hearts toward him to realize that he
cares for us so much.—1 John 4:9-11,

* Jehovah God did not leave his Son dead in
the grave, but raised him to life on the third day.
He was not given human life agaln, beeause that
would have meant that he was taking back the
ransom price. But he was “made allve in the
spirit.” (1 Peter 3:18) During a period of forty
days after his resurrection he appenred visibly to
his disciples a number of times, in materialized
bodies, to prove that he really had been raised
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loving care. (Revelaiion T:9, 10, 13-13)
due to imperfection, we commit a sin, we
freely seck forgiveness from God on the
the ransom, with confidence that he will hear
(1 John 2:1, 2) Furthermore, the ransom
opened up the way for preservation
end

i

RULER OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD
# During hi= earthly ministry Jesus constantly
directed attention to the kinpdom of God, He
taught his followers to pray: “Let vour kingdom
come. Let your will take place, as in heaven, also
upon earth.” And he urged them to “keep on, then,
first the kingdom.” (Matthew 6:10, 33)
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ﬂre (g/wm
mcéea/ Spf'rits?

ESUS CHRIST, who came to earth frcm the

spirit realm, acknowledged the existence of
wicked spirits. You may recall that he often spoke
of the Devil, and that he called him “the father of
the lie” and a “mansiaver.” (John 8:44) For our
own protection in this time when lying and murder
are on the increase, we do well to examine this sub-
ject.

*Many persons, of course, do not believe that
there are wicked spirit creatures. Even some who
claim to use the Bible say that Satan the Devil is
only a quality of evil, not an invisible spirit person.
But do the facts agree with their belief? What
about Jesus Christ's own experience when the
Devil tempted him? The Bible telis us that the
Devil showed Jesus all the kingdoms of the world
and said to him: “All these things I will give you
if you fall down and do an act of worship to me.”
Jesus answered the Devil: “Go away, Satan! For
it is writlen, ‘It is Jehovah your God you must

worship.’ ” Then the Devil left Jesus.—Matthew

4:1-11.

L ia) Did Jemm beleve that wicked spirils exist? (b) Wiat

?u!ﬁ?:mnt:th“ﬂh
EEnE DEr oS

Ixlleve the Devll B (b) What epirienee &d Jen kzve with
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* During that experience, by whom was Jesus
Christ tempted? By a real person? or by a mere
quality of evil? If he was tempted by a mere qual-
ity of evil, in whom did this quality dwell? Was
this evil in Jesus Christ? If so, then it could not be
true that in him there was no sin. Yet the Bible,
God’s Word of truth, makes it very clear that Jesus
was “guileless, undefilad, separated from the sin-
ners"” (Hebrews 7:26) The Bible also says: “He
committed no sin, nor was deeeption found in his
mouth.” (1 Peter 2:22) So Jesus could not have
been carrying on a conversation with “evil” in his
own self. He was talking to a living spirit creature.
Thus the Scriptures and sound reasoning make
clear that Satan is a real, live person in the in-
visible spirit realm.—1 Poter 5:8,

A SELF-MADE DEVIL
* But in what way did the Devil originate? Ob-
viously, the God ‘whose work is perfect’ would not
create someone wicked. (Deuteronomy 32:4) He
would not ereate intelligent ereatures with whom
he could not associate. Such would be contrary to
reason and God's love—Psalm 5:4-8 [5:5-7, Dy|.
#So, the invisible spirit who later became the

defect as a creation of God, just like all the other
millions of angelic “sons of God.” (Job 38:7) How,
then, did he go bad? After the creation of the first

I liow does tha! experiecce that the Devil could not
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Adam and Eve to rebel against God. Tow did he
do !

:
7
-
|
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Satan, as "the original serpent,” hence the
who really introduced rebellion and wickedness
into the universe.—Revelation 12:9; 2 Corinthians

The Bible answers that it was by his thinking upon
a wrong iden. (James 1:14, 15) There is nothing
wrong in itself with seeing the possibilities in a
certain situation. For example, & person in some-
ong else's home may see money lyving on & table,
The pessibility of his taking that money and put-
ting it into his pocket is there. But, since that
would be stealing, he should not even consider it
Or, il the idea does come inlo his mind, he ougiit to
dismiex it. But if he keeps the idea in his mind and
allows it to grow, then wrong desire develops. Soon
this may move him to commit an act of wickedness,

& How could & perfect crealioe timn Lo Wickodnen?
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mind, and it led him to sin. Just as a formerly
honest man can make himsell a thief by stealing,
so this spirit creature made himself Satan by act-
ing as a resister of God; and he made himself the
Devil by becoming a slanderer of God, because
that is what those names mean.

*Of course, someone may say, “Might it not
have been simply a mistake that be made? Could
he not have apologized and =o ended the matter
there?” In answer, we need to keep in mind that a
perfect individunl is different from us. When he
uses his free will, the choice that he makes is not
due to weakness or imperfection. Imperfect people
often make mistakes due to inherited weakness.
They can admit their mistakes, apologize and
change their course. But when a perfeet creature
chooses to do wrang, he does it deliberately and he
does not later turn back to doing good. This was
the case with the one who made himsell the Devil

OTHER SPIRIT CREATURES

MAKE THEMSELVES DEMOXNS
*The Devil was not the only spirit creature 1o
tum to disobedicnce and wickedness. God had

it Staliy become  wickedT
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themselves on the side of the Devil, who is
“ruler of the demons."—Matthew 9:34.

¥ When the global Bood of Noah's day destroyed
all the wicked humans, the unfaithlul angels dis-
solved their fleshly bodies and returned to the
spirit realm. But they were not allowed to become
part of God's organization of holy angels again.
Instead, they were confined in a debosed condition
of spiritunl darkness. (2 Peter 2:4) Since the
Flood, God has not permitted these demonie angels
to materialize in the flesh as they did before then.
Yet they can still exercise dangerous power over
men and women. In fact, with the help of these
demons Satan s “misleading the entire inhabited
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THE DEVIL IS THE “RULER OF THIS WORLD"

" Three times in the Bible book of John we read
that the Lord Jesus Christ called the Devil “the
ruler of this world” (John 12:31; 14:30;: 16:11)
At 2 Corinthinns 4:4 he is referred to as “the god
of this system of things" Does this mean, then,
that all the nations of the earth are under the con-
trol of Satan the Devil? The Bible answers: “The
whole world is lying in the power of the wicked
one.” (1 John 5:19) Thus the Devil, as “ruler of
the world,” exercises great influence on men, over-
reaching them and even controlling political gov-
ermments.—Revelalion 16:13, 14,

= If you will open vour Bible to Revelation 12:9,
you will see that the Devil is deseribed as “the
great dragon.” In the next chapter, verses 1 and 2,
we are told that this dragon, the Devil, gave power
and a throne and great authority to what is sym-
bolically called a “wild beast” out of the sea.
What is this symbolic “wild beast"? Well, over
what does Satan hold authority? What did he offer
to Jesus Christ? “All the kingdoms of the inhabit-
ed earth." (Luke 4:5-8) Jesus quickly rejected
that offer, but he did not deny that the Devil ruled
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or political governments. (Daniel 7:2-7, 17, 23)
That the symbeolic beasts of Daniel's vision and the
“wild beast” of Revelation have a similar meaning
is seen from the fact that both accounts refer to
the same kinds of creatures: a lion, a bear, a leop-
ard and n 1en-horned beast. (Revelation 13:1, 2)
So the “wild beast™ represents the Devil's entire
palitical organization that has exercised benstlike
rule over the earth throughout the centuries until
now. No wonder Jesus Christ sald: “My kingdom
is no part of this world” And no wonder that his
followers would be no part of the world either,
that is, they would avoid getting involved in its
affairs —John 18:36; 17:14-16.

KEEP FREE FROM EVEEY FORM OF SPIRITISM
" One of the ways that wicked spirits mislead
men and women is through spiritism. What is
spiritism? It is getting in touch with wicked spirit
erentures, belng misled by them either directly or
through a human or other medium. The Bible
warns us to keep from every practice associnted
with spivitism, because spiritism brings a person
under the influence of the demons.—QGolutians 5:
19-21; Revelation 21:8

¥ God condemns every Kind of spiritism. The
Bible tells us what some of these disapproved
things are: divination, magie, looking for omens,
sorcery, binding others with a spell (hypnotism,
black magic, and so forth), consulting a spirit
medium or a fortune-feller and inquiring of the
deod. (Deuteronomy 18:10-12: Isaiah 8:19) Al
of this is demonism, and those who tumn to such
ﬂ.':ﬁ__\l:;ﬂ“.lﬂ'h!hh“m-n

M. Bre some associmted with spirftiss -and
bow does Chd view who torm to sich practiom?
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practices make themselves enemies of God.—Le-
viticus 19:31; 1 Chronicles 10:13, 14.*
* Divination is one of the common forms of

spirits mislead people is by talking to them, cither
through a spirit medium or by a *volee” from the
invisible realm. The “voice” pretends to be a de-
parted relative or a good spirit; but this is fulse-
hood! The volee is actually a wicked spirit speal-
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invisible renlm.—Proverbs 18:10; James 4:7.
# But what if one has been dabbling in some of

want eternal life you need to stay fmu.frum their
influence by avoiding every kind of spiritism.

THE DEVIL PROMOTES FALYE RELIGION
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harmony with God's Word, he is in reallty serving
the demons, because he is acting in harmony with
what they want and in conflict with God.—Deuter-
onomy 32:16, 17; 1 Corinthians 10:20,

= Although false religions may appear respect-
able, we should realize that the Devil is like many
modern-day underworld or erime leaders who hide
behind a front of respectability. What more subtle
way could there be for him to deceive people and
get them to serve him than by using a religious
front that has an cutward appearance of righteous-
ness? That the Devil would mislead people by re-
Hzion that outwardly claims to serve God Is shown
in the Bible. (Matthew 7:22, 23) In fact, the Chris-
tian apostle Paul said that “Satan himself keeps
transforming himself into an angel of light” and
“his ministers also keep transforming themselves
into ministers of righteousness.”—2 Corinthians
11:14, 15.

# So Jesus Christ was not imagining something
when he ealled the Devil “the ruler of this world.”
(John 12:31) There are indeed wicked spirits mis-
leading “the entire inhabited earth.,” But only a
“short period of time” remains before the Devil
and his wicked angels are to be pul out of opera-
tion. (Revelation 12:9, 12) Meantime, keep free
from every form of spiritism and break free from




CHAPTER 8

Why Has God
Permitted Wickedness
Untid Our @agQ

HROUGHOUT all of man’s history there has
[ been much wickedness. And today, no matter
where you look in the world, there is bloodshed,
crime, hatred and immorality. All too often it is
the innocent, decent people who suffer from the
wicked acts of others. They may be victims of
viclence, perhaps losing thelr homes, Joved ones
or even their own lives. You may or may not have
experienced such things personally., Even If vou
have not, you likely have gone through things that
have caused mental suffering, experienices such as
injustice, unkindness, being cheated or deceived,

*Why has God permitted such wickedness until
our day? There are a number of reasons, but to
understand those reasons properly we need to
examine the issues raised at the time of the first
rebellion. You have likely read the account of this
in the Bible in the third chapler of Genesis, Let
us consider, then, the real meaning of these events.

* Briefly, this is what occurred: Jehovah told
man that his life depended upon obedience to his

f+ mankind’s experience regerding wickedoes?

why God has permitted wichedme=s have o

misef al whai Ume?

ubal took place st 1D Cme of man's Inll Into
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Creator, and that disobedience would result in
death, (Genesis 2:17) God's adversary, Satan, con-
tradicted this clear statement. He told Adam’s
wife that the human pair could disobey and still,
“You positively will not die.” He further claimed
that such disobedience would actually improve
matters for them, causing their ¢yes to be opened,
and that they would “be like God, knowing good
and bad.” (Genesis 3:4, 5) Now, what was imvolved
in this rebellious action of Satan?

THE ISSUES AT STAKE

‘A number of issues or vital questions were
raised. First, Satan called into question the fruth-
fulness of God. In effect, he called God a liar, and
that with regard to a matter of life and death.
Second, he questioned man's dependence on his
Creator [or continued life and happiness. He
claimed that neither man's life nor his ability to
govern his affairs with success depended upon
obedlence to Jehovah, He argued that man could
act independently of his Creator and be like God,
deciding for himself what is right or wrong, good
or bad. Third, by arguing against God's stated law,
he in effect claimed that God’s way of ruling is



WHY HAS GOD PERMITTED WICKEDNESS UNTIL OUR DAY? 67

cause they love God and his righteous rule, but
only for selfish reasons, such as the material bless-
ings God gives them. He claimed that, if such rea-
sons were taken away, then even a man like Job
would turmn away from Ged. (Job 1:6-11; 2:4, 5)
Yes, Satan's rebellion in Eden called into question

preferred his rule to that of any other?
GOD'S WAY OF SETTLING THE ISSUES
* Note, please, that Satan did not raise any
utnﬂud'sﬂ:r_mgth_ﬂeﬁidmtdnﬂmm

Jehovah to use his might to destroy him as an
opposer, But he did challonge God's right to rule
and the righiness of hiz way of ruling. Also, he
questioned the loyalty of God's creatures. So it
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and that they were happy to live with him because
they Joved him! Thus he would be completely vin-
dicated.—Proverbs 27:11: Tsaiah 43:10.

* This illustrates in ceriain respects what God
has dope. Moreover, he has allowed suflicient time
—now almost 6,000 vears—Jor the issue to be
settied beyond all doubt. He has allowed this time,
not only to permit his faithful creatures to prove
their devotion 1o him and his rule, but also to
demonstrate that any other kind of rule results
only in bad. (Proverbs 1:30-13; Isaiah 59:4. 8)
By rebelling against Jehovah God, Satan st him-
self up as a rival ruler. And, by taking the course
Satan recommended, the first human pair declared
themselves independent of Jehovah's rule and
came under Satan’s control. (Genesis 3:6: Romans
6:16) By God's letting both Satan and man go to
the limit in their efforts to act and rule indepen-
dently of their Creator, their total fallure to pro-
duce good government, with real benefits for all
mankind, would be made evident beyond all future
denial. Meanwhile Jehovah would have those on

* So, the situation is much like that involving
a Pharaoh of Egypt who took a course similar to
that of Satan the Devil in opposing Jehovah God,

to whom Jehovah said: “By now 1 could have
thrust my hand out that I might strike you and
your people with pestilence and that you might
be effaced from the earth. But, in fact, for this
cause have T kept you in existence, for the sake of
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showing you my power and in order to have my
name declared in all the earth.”"—Exodus 9:15, 16.

WHAT HAVE THE RESULTS SHOWN?

of government, bul he still lacks security and en-
during happiness, True, there hag been progress
in a matervialistic way. But Is It really progress
when men send rockets to the moon, and vet can-
not live together in peace on earth? What good is
it for them to build homes equipped with every
convenience, only to have familles torn apart by
divoree and delinquency? Ave wurs, riots in the
streets, destruction of life and property and wide-
spread Jawlessness something of which to be
proud? Not at all! But they are the fruitage of

says, “man has dominated man to his injurv.”
18. Ho has Batan used the time allowed by Cod with regand
to both beaven and sarth?

11, What bhas been
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80 God's long permission of wickedness has
proved beyond doubt that man's attempt to ‘play
God' is a miserable failure. (Psalm 127:1 [126:1,
Dy]) As a prominent editor sald: “The more we
search for an alibi, the more we discover that un-
happiness on earth is man-made. Our key weak-
ness is that we have not solved the problem of self-
government."* The inspired Bible writer Jeremiah
rightly said: “T well know, O Jehovah, that to
earthling man his way does not bedong. It does not
belong to man who is walking even to direct his
step. Correct me, O Jehovah.”"—Jeremiah 10:23,
24; sce also Proverbs 16:25.

# Satan's influence over carth's affairs has
brought disunity, wickedness and denth, and his
rule has been by means of deceit, foree and selfish-
ness. He has proved himself unfit to be the ruler
of anything, So Jehovah is now fully justified in
destroying this debased rebel along with all who
have shared in his wicked deeds. (Romans 16:20)
But what about the loyalty of God's ereatures lo
Jehovah's loving rule and Satan's claim that ail
would turn away if put to the test?

¥ Jehovah God knew that “love never [ails”
and he knew that some of mankind would serve
him willingly, out of love, and not because they
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brought terrific pressure against him and stripped
him of his belongings, children and health, Job still
declared: “Until T expire I shall not take away my
integrity.” (Job 27:5) Job proved Satan a liar.

# As we have seen, the perfect man Jesus re-
sisted all of Satan's temptations and bribes. Fur-
ther, when whipped by soldier guards and nailed
1o a cruel torture stake to die, Jesus held fast his
loyalty to God. (1 Peter 2:23) This proved that
perfect Adam could have done the same if he had
wanted to, and that God was not unrighteous in
requiring full cbedience from man. (2 Thessalo-
nians 1:4, 5) By his loyalty to Jehovah, Jesus gave
the finest answer to Satan’s false challenge.

¥ But Satan, his mind being twisted by sclfish-
ness and pride, has refused 1o slow down in his
insane course. Although it has long since been
proved that he was wrong and i= a liar, he con-
tinuss to persecute lovers of God. (Revelation 12+
17) Since Jesus' death many thousands of Chris-
tians have served Jehovah God because they loved
him and wanted his loving rule over them. And
right now, hundreds of thousands proclaim their
loyalty to Jehovah ag ruler. (Revelation 7:9, 10)
Their faithful keeping of Jehovah's Word and
their respect for his law have enabled them to
live in contentment, in spite of all opposition from
Satan. The unity, Jove and integrity displayed by
God’s servants throughout the centuries provide
a mountain of evidence that Jehovah's way of rul-
Ing in love is the only right way, thal man can

18, (n) How did Jesuis anewer Satan's false L
deu.h! ammmmw o

Gaodt
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stay loyal to him under the most severe test, and
that Satan is the most monstrous liar of all time.

HOW LONG WILL THE TEST CONTINUE?

" Jehovah has permitted wickedness until our
day in order to settle all the Issues raised by Satan.
But he will not permit wickedness 1o continue in-
definitely. Ile has set a definite time when he
will bring it to an end. The Bible writer Danicl
referred to this lonz ago when he wrote: “The end
is yet for the time appointed."—Danie! 11:27.

* Nearly six thousand years from Adam’s day
fo ours may seem a long time when viewed from
the standpoint of humans who live about seventy
years. But since God set the time limit, it is good
to appreciate his view of the matter. The prophet
Moses, at Psalm 90:4 [89:4, Dy], says of him: “A
thousand years are in your eyes but as vesterdny
when it is past.” A vear is a long time to a child of
five, but to a man of sixty it is comparatively
short, Likewise, to Jehovah, who lives for eternity,
a thousand years is like a day.—2 Peter 3:8.

*This set time during which wickednoss has
tnenpemﬂtﬂdhubemminiusﬂmhm.ﬂ'h}',
if God had immediately crushed the life out of all
the rebels in Eden, we would never even have been
born! We would never have had the opportunity
for eternal life in his new system. So the fact that
Jehovah did not cut short his long-suffering at
some earlier time has given us opportunity to live
now, and etermally in the future. (2 Peter 3:9, 15)

Bible bock of quEStyn Y
um-mmdﬂt—mmh‘
h“,ﬁ-l:mu:mmr bow cdoes God view a
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Also, God has used this time to provide for man's
redemption through Christ.—Galatians 4:4, 5.

* In pddition, Cod has used the time to sclect
mnip:mrnfmmnngmmm *vessols of mer-
cv.” These are the ones who will make up the
righteous government over those who will live
fmﬂmmﬂmﬂwmm\'ﬂutm
this heavenly kingdom means for mankind! Dur
ingthethtthntﬂadhashmmunﬁu
ﬂﬂm"mmmmmmm

sels of wrath.” Also, by his allowing wickedness
to continue for a time, facets of God's personality
are manifested that would not ordinarily be seen:
his merey nnd long-suffering. These enrich our
appreciation of the Creator and our own personali-
ties, as we imitate him —Ephesians 5:1.

# There has also been another real benefit in
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‘If only they had more time." The permitted time
hushmnm:ghtnpmmthatﬂmmn{mbﬂ-

= There is only a short time left before Jehovah
will destroy this wicked system of things. This
remaining time gives us the opportunity to take
sides with him and ‘make his heart rejoice.’ (Prov-
erbs 27:11) If we willingly submit to his rulership,
he will bless us with eternal life in his new system.
The choice of accepting or rejecting is set before

each ane of us—Deuteropomy 30:19, 20,
¥ Obedience to God s not really difficult. If we

or in the everyday things of life, That is the way
loyal servants of God have always felt. (Daniel
3:16-18; Psalm 119:33-37 [118:33-37, Dy]) In the

(Acts 5:29) Today, Jehovah is using his loyal
servants to deciare his name and purposes in
the earth. (Matthew 24:14) When that Is done
hiz satisfaction, then be will show Satan his
mighty power by erushing him and all other rebels,
bringing an end to this wicked system. Thus, Jeho-
vah will clear the universe of wickedness and pave
the way flor his righteous new system.



he Reason WAH
a SLittle Flock”

of persons have set their hearts on such heavenly
life. To them it has represented a prospect of relief
from the troubles ol this life. But do you know
why God has arranged for some persons (o go to
heaven? Do you know what they will do there?

* During his earthlv ministry Jesus said much
about the “kingdom of God." He taught his fol-
lowers 1o pray that, by means of the Kingdom,
God's will would be done here on earth. Thus, the
earth would become a delightful home for man-
kind. But the kingdom, or government itself, would
be that of God in heaven, and [or this renson Jesus
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of giving you the kingdom.” (Luke 12:32)
give this “little flock™ a share in
government over all mankind.
20:6 we read concerning those
rrected to heavenly life: “They
God and of the Christ, and will
th him for the thousand years™
the principal king and the high
faithful ones taken from the carth
him —Revelation 5:9, 10.

*Why are they chosen from the earth for such
a work? Because it was here at this earth that Je-

Hiise o5 2
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i
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was from this earth that Jehovah arranged to
take a “little flock” of persons to be associated
with his Son in the heavenly kingdom. They are
persons who show full faith in God's provision for
salvatlon through Christ. They are ones whose
lives prove the Devil a liar when he charged that
men serve God anly for selfish advantage. Jehovah
has marvelously purposed to use them for his
glory —Ephesians 1:2-12.

3 What dows 2276 my mi bt TeESTIcied o
life will do there?

4+ Why & &t thal those whom God armanges to be In

the heaverly taken from this earth?
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(Revelation 20:4) And how loving of God to put
in office those who have experienced the problems
common {o humankind! Surely, they, like Christ,
will deal in nn understanding way with their sub-
jeets, (Hebrews 2:17, 18) What a blessing it will
be to the inhnbitants of earth as these heavenly
priesis apply to them the benefits of Christ's ran-
som sacrifice, healing them spiritually, mentally
and physically until they rexch perfection!—Reve-
Iation 21:2-4.
HOW MANY GO TO HEAVEX?

* Those who are called by God to share in such
heavenly service are few in number, As Jesus said,
they are a “little flock.” Years afler his return to
heaven, Jesus made known the exnct number in
a vision to the apostle John, who wrole: “I saw,
and, look! the Lamb standing upon the Mount
Zion, and with him a hundred and forty-four thou-
sand . . . who have been bought from the earth,”
(Revelation 14:1, 3) The “Lamb” referred to here
is, of course, Jesus Christ; and this *Mount Zion™
is not on earth, but in heaven where Jesus is.
{John 1:29: Hebrews 12:22) So the 144,000 are
persons who die on earth as humans and are
resurrected to heavenly life as spirit creatures,

earth, they are, indeed, a “little flock.”
* However, the “little flock™ who go to heaven
are not the only ones who receive salvation. As
we have seen, they will have happy earthly sub-
wmrﬂmﬂmmashk“ﬂhﬂm
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HOW ONE KNOWS WHETHER IE 15 OF
THE “LITTLE FLOCRK"

* No doubt you have thought about this matter,
and perhaps you have wondered whether you are
one who will receive heavenly life. Before one can
properly analyze his situation, he needs an under-
standing of what the Bible teaches on this matter.
Why? Because God's haly spirit that bears witness
that one has been called to heavenly glory is the
same spirit that directed the wriling of the Bihle.
With this in mind, let us examine the situation.

*In the past did you believe that all good per-
sons go o heaven? If so, and if you endesvored
to live a good life, you may well have expected to
be included among them. You may also have

in this way to be reunited with your loved

How dom oo who by bees cxlled 80 bearen kmow that?
hmmrnmnhmumﬂthmum
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COUL'S KINGDOM COMES TO POWER

83

“rulership and dignity and kingdom, that the
peoples, national groups and languages should all
serve even him."—Danial 7:13, 14,

*Thal event has already taken place in heaven.
Kingdom authority has already been given to Je-
hovah's Son. Does that sound strange to you? It
might, especially in view of the terrible conditions
afflicting mankind But, really, It I becaus: of
these very conditions that we can be certain that
this is true. Why is this?

*This is so because the coming to power of Je-
hovah's kingdom is not welcomed by all creatures.
Not everyone wants to live under a government
that insists on rightecusnes=. (Luke 19:11-14) For
this reason, Jehovah long ago recorded in his
Word that when he ‘begins ruling as king' toward
the earth ‘the mations would become wrathful'
{Revelation 11:17, 18) He foretold that, at the
time of empowering his Son to act, it would be
necessary for him to say: “Go subduing in the

of your enemics,”"—Psalm 110:2 [109:2,
Dy].

' Christ Jesus would then oust Satan from heav-
en, the seat of government, hurling him down to
the vicinity of the carth, in preparation for put-
ting him completely ocut of action. In the heavens
the grand announcement would then be made:
“Now have come to pass the salvation and the
power and the kingdom of our God and the author-

E
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having great anger, knowing he has a short period
of time." (Revelation 12:5, 7-10, 12) Full control
of earth by God's kingdom must soon follow! How-
ever, the start of the rule by God's kingdom does
not mean immediate peace and righteousness on
earth. To the contrary, it triggers a period of
unprecedented trouble for carth’s inhabitants,



Jesus told his disciples what would be visible proof
of his invisible presence in kingly power
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number of soldiers killed and wounded was over

hlamed on the war, cused tens of millions
of other deaths ™t
This was just as Jesus foretold. Put together, these
facts mark 1914 as the beginning of the “last
days" and the year that God's heavenly kingdom
began its active rule.—See also Luke 21:10, 11.

- I-uiul,ulw_muﬂ.hl,l
1 The Worid Book Esrgciopedin, 1988, 0, p ITL
oiher
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Encyclopedia says: “World War I and its after-
math led to the greatest economic depression in
history during the early 1930's. The consequences
of the war and the problems of adjustment to
peace led 1o unrest in almost every nation.” This
paved the way for World War IL And of that war
the same source notes:

oo
Truly, the “pangs of distress™ Jesus foretold have
become greater as the “last days” move toward
their climax.

* During and after World War 1l widespread
food shortages added to the distress. Shortly after
the war Look magazine observed:

"A fourth ol the world s starving today., To-
morrow will even be worse. Famine over maost of
the world now la more terrible than moest of us
wmﬁ.lﬁmmmm o lehlimtv

despera or than at a T Hime

in history."t s
More recently, the book entitled “Famine—1975!
said concerning today’s food shortages:

“Hunger Is mampart throughout country after
country, continetit after continent around the un-
developed belt of the tropics and subtropics
Today's crisis can move In only one direction
—ioward catastrophe. Today hungry nations: to-

_ morrow starving natioms.
dmrﬂmwmmnmmm

1L fa) Te what exteni bave food shortages added o the dis-
irem, ad Jesoa foretold? b)) What does The book enbiles
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“By 1975 civil dizorder, anarchy, military dicta.
torships, runaway inflation, transportation break-
downs and chootic unrest will be the order of
the day in many of the hungry natlona™*

& Jesus also foretold the “incrensing of lawless-
ness” as a mark of the “last days." (Matthew 24:
12) And God inspired the apostle Paul to add:
“In the lact days . . . men will be lovers of them-
selves, . . . disobedient to parents, . . . wilhout self-
control, fierce, without love of goodness, . . . lovers
of pleasures mther than lovers of God, . . . wicked
men and impostors will advance from bad to
worse.” (2 Timothy 3:1-5, 13) These are the con-
ditions that have developed at an explosive mate
since 1914! You have scen them with yvour own
eyes, have you not? Throughout the world law-
lessness is running wild. Said one lawyer: “Almost
everywhere, including Soviet Russia, there ap-
pears to be an increase in erime, and particularly,
alas, in juvenile erime.”$ From nation alter nation
come reports such as the following:

"A wave of crime and rioting ks sweeplng across
the United States . . . In many citles, women are
afraid to go out after dark. And they have good
reason, Rapes, assaults, sadistie outbursts of sense
l;u vhhs:tceﬂn:ﬁ l:; the ﬂ:ul.vﬁm often lamf;:
law and order is declining."%
 As another feature of the “last days.” Jesus

spoke of great confusion and fear among the nu-
tions and thelr leaders. He foretold: “On the earth
: ;ﬂn—:g:i;:’u" EP wﬂt:l.r.'nnn

12 fa) What other conmififions foretold in ihe Bible Eave

developed af an expiosive raie snee 19047 (b S0 what kind
reports come from pation after nailon?
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anguish of nations, not knowing the way out . . .
men become faint out of fear and expectation of
the

1 All the foretold marks of the “last days” are
here, They prove beyond a doubt that we have
been in the “last days” since 1914. Hence it was
in that year that God's heavenly kingdom came to
power!—Revelation 11:17, 18.

Tt is true that in past generations there were

* US. News & World Report, Nov. IT, 1961, p. €2
+ Poid. Oct. 11, 1965, p 144 ' ”

What does all Lhe reidence ahiow s to the year 15140
15 Why b oor geoemation uniike all others?
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days of one political empire, but in the “last days™

of the entire wicked system controlled by Satan.
1914 A MAEEED YEAR

¥ Years in ndvance Eible scholars realized that

speci
eareful students of God's Word knew that. They

expecied great changes to take place, and the facts
confirm that 1914 was, indeed, a marked vear.

= Others with knowledge of world affairs fully

in the next tln'}*nﬂymﬂmndtlhﬂntlhe
woﬂﬂwultrmdmﬁwil 1914
Of the great change 1914 made, the historian
H. R. Trevor-Roper said:
Is Instructive to compure the first World
Mthﬂmm;nd?..thnnmmrmrhrdu
g In history. Tt cloged a long era
d of vialenco
Wix B simply b apieode Sine
1914 the world has had o new charnctor: a char
acter of International anarchy, . . . Thus the first

E‘g?
£
gg

* For detalla this, me¢ the book - the
ﬂnﬂﬂnrﬂn ni-ln-ﬂllﬂ- . =lsn

fl.m Imlluﬂ-r #unllrﬂl_ﬂ-ﬂ-
Piugune, Aue. 5, 1589,
3 The New York Times Mspusine Asg 1 1064 p 0.

1% Bible schoelars know in sdvnee that: there would be
n 19y

!
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time “before 1914 when there was real peace, quict
and security on this earth—a time when we didn't
know fear.” Then he added: “Security and quict
have disappeared from the lives of men since 1914,
And peace? Since 1914, the Germans have not
known real pesce nor has much of mankind. "™
Note, too, the comment in the book entitled
“1914." The author says: “In the year 1914 the
world, as it was known and accepted then, came
to an end. Far more than any year before or since
was this the punctuation-mark of the twentieth
century . . . from then on nothing could ever be
the same."#

* Satan the Devil and his demons know they
have only “a short period of time” left before their
destruction. (Revelation 12:12) Even when Jesus
was on earth, the demons knew that someday they
would be destroyed. They showed a viclous dis-
position back then, and now that they know thelr
time Is short they are more vicious and desperate
than ever, (Luke 8:27-33) They are out to stir up
all the trouble that they ean, in arder to direct
the attention of mankind away from the kingdom
of God. That is why this wicked system of things
has been behaving so crazily since 1914, It is be-
having like a top, a child's toy, that wobbies
crazily just before it tumbles to a complete stop.

= Are we disheartened by this situation? Jesus
said that his discipies would have reason (o Ll
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that dellvérance is near! (Luke 21:28) And they
do not keep this jovful news to themselves, but
in all the earth they are preaching the thrilling
news that the kingdom of God now rules. As Jesus
foretold: “This good news of the kingdom will be
preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness
to all the nations; and then the end will come™
{Matthew 24:14) This, too, is part of the “sign.”
In North and South America, Europe, Africa, Asia
and the islands of the seas Jehovah's witnesses
zealously keep prociaiming this urgent message.
In both large cities and small villages vou will
find them, in all parts of the earth. Yes, this part
of the “sign™ is also being fulfilled

* Beyond all doubt, the evidence points to 1914
as the year when the kingdom of God went into
operation, and that event is causing things to hap-
pen here on earth. In that same year “the present
wicked system of things"” entered its “last days.”
(Galatians 1:4) Soon, now, the prayer for God's
kingdom to “come™ will be answered, when it dis-
plays its great power by destroying Satan's entire
wicked system. Then God's kingdom alone will
operate as the one government to rule the earth
throughout eternity. (Daniel 2:44) Taking direct
control of all earth’s affairs, it will shower down
on obedient mankind blessings of peace, happiness
and life. The praver for ‘God's will 1o take place,
as in heaven, also upon earth,’ will have had glori-
ous fulfillment, for God's kingdom will have come
to rule forever. And think of it! You may enjoy
eternal life under the loving rule of that kingdom.
—Matthew 6:9, 10.

21. ¢n) Ewplain just what took ploce in 1934 i) What will the
arswer lo lhe prayer for Ood: kingdam o “come™ mean?
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She Laust @ays ﬂf Shis
Wicked cs)gstem Gf g!u.ﬂgﬂ

HE Bible speaks of the time in which we

are living as the “last days™ or the “time of
the end.” (2 Timothy 3:1; Daniel 11:40) The facts
show that this is a limited period that has a defi-
nite beginning and a definite end. It began in 1914
when Jesus Christ was enthroned as king in the
heavens, It will end when God destrovs this
present wicked system of things. What a relief
it will be when the organizations and persons that
cheat and oppress, and all who endanger the se-
curity of their fellowmen, are gone!

* How soon will that be? God's own Son, Jesus
Christ, gives the answer, After deawing attention
to the many things that mark the period from
1914 onward as the “time of the end,” Jesus said:
“This generation will by no means pass away until
all these things occur.” (Matthew 24:34) Which
geperation did he mean?

* Jesus had just referred to persons who would
“see all these things." “These things" are the

e ¥
mmmwummnraumimuum
of the end™ would run eat?
3. fa) proeration O Jemmn my woald ot pem awny
mad comes? (b)) B0 Bow can we el we nre TET Dear
the end of this wicked symem?”
54
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yet to occur down to the end of this wicked system.
(Matthew 24:33) Persons born even ns much as
fifty vears ago could not see “oll these things"

WHY A “TTME OF THE EXD"
* Although the Kingdom came to power in 1914,

For God's long-suffering hns afforded us the

{,tm'ﬂhymnhmnnlﬂo:hmdmw
destroy those who were not whem

mlﬂpuhrmilu?(mmmmum
3:9, view thiz maller properly?
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56 THE TRUTH THAT LEADS TO ETERMAL LIFE

opportunity to take a firm stand for his kingdom,
and so escape destruction. The Bible helps us to
view this matter in the proper light, saying: “Je-

*To this end, Jehovah God has allowed time
for a separating work during these “last days."”
his description of the “conclusion of the system
things,” Jesus foretcld this, saying: “When the
man [Jesus Christ] arrives in his glorv,

M
EE; .
§§§i
HE
E’igﬁ'
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the sheep from the
the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on
left, Then the king will say to those on his
right, ‘Come, you who have my Futher's blessing,
inherit the kingdom prepared for vou [rom the
founding of the world.’ . . . Then he will say, in
turn, to these on his left, ‘Be on your way from
me, vou who have been cursed, Into the everlast-
ing fire [of destruction] pregured for the Devil
and his angele’ . . . And these will depart into
everlasting cutting-off, but the righteous ones
into everlasting life.” (Matthew 25:31-46) When
judgment is executed at the conclusion of these
“last days,” the ones destroved will go into “ever-
lasting cutting-off.” There will be no return to life
by a resurrection for them. (2 Thessalonjans 1:
7-9) So, now, during these “last days" God has

5 08 s et ) Wt BTl e wuh Ne wsed
Soirment s Sarated of % coiuies o o o St
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graciously given men evervwhere opportunity to
choose the side of his kingdom and live.

* How does God do this? How is the scparating
work accomplished? Under angelic direction God's
loyal servants throughout the earth proclaim the
message of God's kingdom so that honest-hearted
persons can hear and act upon it. This is the work
that Jesus foretold as part of the “sign”™ indicating
the neamness of the end, saying: “Also, in all the

alive or not. (Matthew 25:40, 45) If vou want life
under the kingdom of God, It is vital to show it
now by regponding favorably to the Kingdom mes-
sage and urging others to do the same, In the near
future this preaching work will be finished, The
door of opportunity will be closed. Then it will
be too late!—Ezekicl 33:8, 9.

Immmdnftlmmhdmrtnﬂumhﬂmd
of the carth. (Jeremiah 25:33) But you do not
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truth about God it really serves the purpose
the enemy of God, Satan the Devil. (1 Corinthians
10:20; 2 Corinthians 11:13-15) It may make some
use of God's Word, but if it seeks to be a part of
the world by having a say in worldly afTairs, then,
a5 the Bible declares, it becomes “an enemy of
God."” (James 4:4: John 15:19) Do we want to
be numbered among God's enemies? If

-

:
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gedon, he goes on to say: “Tt will erush and put an
end 1o all these kingdoms [existing ot the time of
the end|, and it itself will stand 1o times indefi-
nite."—See also Revelation 16:14, 16: 19:17-21

"' After Satan’s entire visible system has been
crushed, Jehovah will next turn his attention to

that he had only “a short period of time.” (Reve-
lation 12:12) Now that time is even shorter. Soon
the prophetic vision recorded at Revelation 20:1-3
will be fulfilled: “T saw an ange! coming down out
of heaven with the key of the abyss and a great
chain in his hand. And he seized the dragon, the
original serpent, who is the Devil and Satan, . . .
And he hurled him into the abyss and shut it and
sealed it over him." So Satan, together with his
demons, will be taken out of the way. Thelr in-
fluence will be gone. This present wicked system
of things, in all its parts, will have come to its end.

" True Christinns here on earth will have no
part in that destruction. It is God's war. He will
use angelic forces under Christ 1o carry out the
execution. He will also cause one part of Satan’s
visible organization to turn on the other in violent
hatred. But Jehovah's servants on earth are not
to join in the violence. (2 Corinthians 10:3, 4)
Even when persecution is directed against them.
1L a) Alter the vizlkie of ihis wiched meiem Bas bees

ecushed, 1o whes will t=m his attentiea P (b)) How & this
deseribed ai Hevelalien 20-1-17
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they must not retaliate by seeking revenge against
the rulers or trying to overthrow the government.
They wait on God “Do nol avenge yourselves,
beloved, but vield place to the wrath; for it is
written: ‘Vengeance is mine; I will repay, says
Jehovah.' “—Romans 12:19,

WIIAT WILL XEVER END

" The end of this system of things will not be
the end for this planet earth. God's own Word
guarantees: “The earth sbideth for ever.” “He
has founded the earth upon jts established piaces;
it will not be made {o {otter to time indefinite, or
forever." (Ecclesiastes 1:4, AV; Psalm 104:5
[103:5, Dy]) It is not the earth that is at fault,
but the wicked system upon it

* Furthermore, not all human life will come to
an end. “Ungodly men”™ will be destroyved. (2 Peter
3:7) The people who made up the unbelieving
world will be gone. But, alter stating this, 1 John
2:17 adds: “He that does the will of God remains
forever.” It was to make this possible that Jesus
Christ gave his life on behalfl of mankind.—He-
brews 5:9.

# The marvelous prospect of eternal life under
the righteous kingdom of God awaits the survivors




Qig&teou.s mule
Makes Earth a Paradise

ger are the
Ugly cities rob earth of much of its natural beauty
he air and water around them. More
and more citics are becoming ‘jungles’ of crime,
‘here people are afraid to leave their homes at
night. How different this is from God's original
purpose for man! But how good it is to know that
God has not abandoned his purpese! For he as-
sures us: “My word that goes forth from my
mouth , . ., will not return to me without results.”
(Isaiah 55:11; see aleo Genesis 2:8, 15; 1:28,) He
will yet make this carth a glorlous parndise.
# Jehovah will soon bring to its end all the

#
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rinthians 5:20) To restore righteousness to this
planet Jehovah himself has made provision for
“an administration at the full limit of the appoint-
ed times.” This administration or rule s by
Christ's kingdom. As we have seen, the Kingdom
has already come to power in the heavens and will
soon tnke full charge of earth's affairs. What is
its main purpose in doing this? “To gather all

upon earth.”"—Matthew 6:10.

¢ What will this mean with regard to human
relations? United in pure worship of thelr heaven-
ly Father, people of all races and nationalities will
live together as one family of brothers and sisters!
(Acts 10:34, 35; 17:26) With God's kingdom by
his “Prince of Peace” ruling over the entire globe,
the ecarth will no longer be divided politically.

kiel 39:9, 10; Psalm 46:8, 9 [45:9, 10, Dy]) Seo
there will be no more newspaper lists of war
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administer earth’s affairs in a way that will bring
lasting benefits. How wonderfully he has already
demonstrated his qualifications, even lnyving down
his own life on behalf of those who will be his
subjects! Furthermore, the Bible record shows that
nothing—tiemptations, pressures, reproach, even
death jtsell —could turn Jesus aside from doing
what s right. We can be sure, then, that under
his rule there will be no oppression, injustice or
corTuption.—Isaiah 11:2.5,

*Would you not appreciate, also, a ruler who
always speaks the t ? Jesus i= that kind of
person. (John 1:14; 18:37) who would not
feel drawn to one who shows genuine warmth and
sincere interest in others? When Jesus traveled
about declaring the good news, the Bible tells us,
he freely used the power that God had given him
1o heal the sick, both physically and In a spiritual
way. (Matthew 9:35, 36) While it would have been
grand to live during the time of Jesys' earthly min-
istry, it will be far grander to live on earth when
he uses this power on behalf of all mankind.

* Associated with Jesus in his heavenly kingdom
will bel-u.ﬂoukinmmndprimamhmrmm
mankind and made perfect by God. (Revelation
5:10) These, oo, are persons who prove their love
of righteousness down to the death.—Revelation
14:1, 4, 5; 2:10.

6. What kind of s Jeus e shonld be

-4 -+, PI'T: w thet Entricl
T What bind of are twoe whoe will nile with Jess in
his hesvenly 7

& ia) Will there be visitle represemitatives of Chirtsl's bes
Eingdom? (B} Whe will seleet them? o
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gregation, doing =0 by means of God's haoly spirit.
(Isaiah 32:1, 2; Acls 20:28) So we can be confi-
dent that Christ will see to it that the right men
on earth are assigoed 1o represent the Kingdom
government, for then he will be taking a direct
hand in earth’s affairs. Because these men repre-
sent the King in a special way, the Bible calls
them “princes.” These will all have proved thelr
loyalty to God and thelr Jove for thelr fellowmen.
The same spirit of God that motivates their
heavenly King will aleo guide them —Psalm 45:16
[44:17, Dw).

* Neither race, nor color, nor place of birth will
have any bearing on the way these princely repre-
sentatives apply God's righteous Jaws. (Deuteron-
omy 10:17; Romans 2:11) Fellowing the example
of their King, the “princes” will serve humbly and
helpfully, bringing refreshment to their fellow-
men. Yet they will be firm in upbolding God's
righteousness.—Matthow 11:29; 20:25.28,

* The earth having been cleansed of all evil-
doers, crime will never be allowed to take root
again. (Psalm 37:9-11 [36:9-11, Dy]) Never again
will there be a need lor policemen, jalls, handeu(Ts,
burglar alarms, safes, locks and keys. Under the
Kingdom's rightecus rule, you will know that any-
one knocking at your door is a friend, There will
be complete freedom f(rom fear of any harm.
Nevermore will anyone be afraid to stroll through
a park at night to view the starry handiwork of
the Creator. Even as is true of God's congregation
today in a splritual way, so then in a literal way,
Wil the calor of one's =kin or his place of bisth influence
he is treated (hen?

In contrast with the insecurity and fear so common foday,
will be the conifitions under Christ's righieous rule?

Eoie
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"

Even the deod were roised to life by Jesus

and come out.” (John 5:28, 29) What a time of
thrilling joy it will be when first the news is
flashed around the carth: “The dead are being
raised up!"”

¥ We can have full confidence that this will be
a reality. Keep in mind that, while on earth, Jesus
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other observers react to this miracle? “At once
they were beside themselves with great ecstasy.”
They could hardly contain their happiness —Mark
5:35, 38-42; see also John 11:38-44; Luke 7:11-16.
“ When paradise is restored (o earth, Jesus will
again use his power 1o raise the dead. For the
Bible assures us that “there is going to be a resur-
rection of both the righteous and the unrighteous.™
{Acts 24:15) What joy there will be earth wide
when group after group of dead persons come
back to life! Imagine what happy reunions of loved
reiatives there will be! Instead of obituary columns,
there may well be announcements of newly resur-
rected ones 1o bring joy to their loved ones.
 Many millions of person= have died, but that
poses no problem for God. He can remember them
all. Why, the Bible tells us that God “is counting
the number of the gtars; all of them he calls by
their names.” (Psalm 147:4 [146:4, Dy]) Con-
sider what that means. There are sald to be hun-
dreds of millions of galaxies, each galaxy con-
taining hundreds of millions of Individual stars,
and yet God knows cach star by name. The num-
ber of all the humnns that have ever lived is small
by comparison. So it will not be diflicult for God

earth. What a thrilling privilege 1o be cn hand 10
welcome them back frem the dead!
#When they come back will they be the same

?
Why & it no probiesm for God to remember all those whe
o be resurrecicd P
In the rempTectics, will yoo be sbie 1o recognise those you
knerw belore? Why?
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indefinitely preserve pictures and volces on mag-
netic tape for later use on television, God can do
even more than that. At resurrection time he can
provide each one with a suitable body, just as he
did in creating the first man, and then

in the brain the exact memories of all that the
person learned and experienced during his for-
mer life. Thus in the resurrection that person will
come forth with the same personality that he had
at death, just as the resurrected Jesus retained his
own persomality. (Hebrows 13:8) You will recog-
nize those you knew before. What a wonderiul

* The apostle John was given a vision of these
thrilling events that will take place during Christ’s
reign, and it is found in the book of Revelation.
His vision shows that death and Hades (mankind’s
common grave) will ‘give up those dead in them.’
None will be left there. Then death due to in-
herited sin will be gone forever. (Revelation 20:
13, 14; Isniah 25:8) Gone will be funeral parlors
and tombstones! No graveyards will remain to
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of the “scrolls.” (Revelation 20:11-13) By re-

his blessing brought them great prosperity. Their

produced fine crops of grain. Thelr orchards
grew excellent fruits, Jehovah opened up to them
his “good storchouse, the heavens, to give the min
on [their] land in its season.” (Deuteronomy 28:
12: see also verse 8.) Similar blessings will abound

]
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#Then the whole earth will radinte happiness.
It will be as if its meadows and mountains, its
trees and flowers, its rivers and seas, are all re-
joicing at Jehovah's righteous rule. (Psalm 96:
11-13 [95:11-13, Dy]; 98:7-9 [97:7-9, Dy]) The
fresh air will no longer suffer contamination.
Every river and stream will sparkle with fresh,
mmnm.mmhrmmnﬁningd the

# All earth—its forests, its ficlds, its mountains
—will be one beautiful park, alive with colorful
varieties of animals and birds. These, too, will be
subject to the wise control of Jehovah's Son. And
in that “inhabited earth to come” he will bring
them all into harmless subjection to mankind.
—Hebrews 2:5-8; Psalm 8:4-8 [8:5-9, Dyl.

FINAL TEST DETERMINES WORTHINESS
FOR ETERNAL LIVE

= God's kingdom by Christ will rule for all
eternity. However, by the close of the first thou-
sand years it will have accomplished a particular
purpose townrd the earth. It will have removed
every trace of unrightecusness. All humankind on
earth will stand as perfect creatures before the
throne of the Supreme Judge, Jehovah God. In
every respect they will be equal to the first per-
feet humans in Eden. (1 Corinthians 15:24) Will
they be worthy to have God grant them the right
to everlasting life? It will be proper that the King-
dom subjects be tested as to their devotion to God's
righteous rule. Jehovah will give them the oppor-
nhﬁm‘mmmmm:m-m
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By the close of the frei thousnd yesrs. whal will the

sccompilished? (b) What test will then take

g

i
i



RIGHTEOUS RULE MAKES EARTH A PARADISE 113

tunity 1o show their loyalty. How? By releasing
Satan and his demons from their condition of
restraint in the “abys=" (Revelation 20:7) By
this test cach one in God's earthly family may
individually have the privilege of giving a per-
sonal answer to the challenge made to their heav-
enly Father by Satan.

*Those who stay loval to God will be judged
worthy of everlasting life. Jehovah will give this
right to them, writing their names in his *book of
life.” Any who rebelliously turn against God will
be destroyed in the “second denth.” Then, Satan
the Devil, along with his demons, will be destroved
forever. (Revelation 20:7-10, 15) Never, nio, never,
will the earth, or any other part of God’s vast uni-
verse, be disturbed again by sin and rebellion.
Made into a parandise where righteousness pre-
vails, the earth will serve for all time to come as
a jewel of praise to Jehovalt's name.

# Does God's purpoese for a righteous rule over
a paradise earth deepen your respect for his righ-
tepusness? Does it increase your appreciation of
his wisdom? Does it move vou to express your love
for him? If so, then vou should do all you ean now
to serve him wholeheartedly. Share in telling
others of Jehovah's name and purpose. (Psalm
89:14-16 [88:15-17, Dwy]; 1 John 4:19) Live now
according 1o God's righteous principles, and so
prepare for life eternal in the paradise carth under

thc!{hmdum'sﬂghlmruhe.
nmmnm-ﬂmhmu—mmwu
God? (b those who turn ssalnsl Ood? (o) Betas and ks

Gemrra®
77. I¥ we really want Ufe In the poradise emrih, wismi sheald
we do pow !



Ihe Jrue Church
and Jts Foundation

foundation. With reference to them, Jesus said:
“Upon this rock I will build my Church.” (Mat-
thew 16:18, Dy) What is this church and what is
the rock upon which it is built? The Bible provides
u= with the right answers,

* While many persons speak of the bufldings in
which people meet for worship as “churches,” did
you know that the Bible never does? In the Bible
the word “church" always refers to people, actual-
ly to an assembly or congregation of persons.
(Philemon 2) The Greek word elklesi’a, trans-
Iated “church" or “congregation,” literally means
“that which is called out.” It refers to a group

*The true church or congregation is likened to
a buman body, because it has many members but
only one head, just as a human body has. The
mnmmmum“m

a Iﬂpﬁgmh?&%’hrﬂ;ﬂu-
1. Why Is the troe church fioened (o (&) & bussen body? (B) an
engsged virgin girlt 28
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{2 Corinthians 11:2; see also Revelation 21:2,
10.) So it is a clean congregation, [ree from world-
ly corruption and devoted to its Head, Jesus Christ.

* Could anyone of us decide to *join™ this church
simply by getting his pame placed on some mem-
bership roll here on earth? No; as Hebrews 12:23
(Dy) explaing, this is the “church of the firstborn
who are wrillen in the hoavens.” God Is the cne
who selects the members. He sets them in the
congregalion as he pleases. (1 Corinthians 12:18)
These are the ones who will be with Christ in
hoaven. And Jesus revealed that, far (rom includ-
ing all who profess to be Christinng, they are
limited in number to 144,000.—Revelation 14:1-3;
Luke 12:32,

* They are, indeed, a group of persons called out
from spiritual darkness for a special purpose.
on earth they boldly “deciare abrond
excellencies” of the Most High God, who
ul.tt nf darkness into his wonderful
after their
i privilege of
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* The first members of this true church were all
Jews (as were Jesus and his apostles) or circum-
cised Jewish converts. At Pentlecost of 33 CE
—just ten days after Jesus had ascended to heaven
and opened the way for others to follow him in
due time—Jehovah indicated his sclection of these
members through the pouring out of holy spirit.
Their receiving of the spirit on that occasion bore
witness to them that they were now God’s spiritual
sons and heirs of the kingdom with Christ. (Acts
2:14, 16-21, 33; Romans 8:16, 17) But the mem-
bership of the true church did not remain all
Jewish. Three and a half vears after Jesus’ death
the way was opened for Gentiles or pon-Jews to
te included. (Acts 10:30-33, 44; Romans 9:23, 24)
So, in course of time, the true church come to have
international membership.

THE FOUNDATION OF THE TRUE CHURCH

"Whao s the foundalion of the true church?
Jesus Christ made clear that he himsell is that
foundation. He applied to himself the prophecy of
Fsalm 118:22 [117:22, Dy], saying: “The stone
that the builders rejected is the one that has be-
come the chief cornerstene.” (Matthew 21:42-44)
The apostle Paul adds his testimony that Jesus is
the “chief corner stone,” writing to Christians at
Ephesus: “You are fellow citizens with the saints
and the domestics of God, built upon the founda-
tion of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ
himself being the chiel corner slone.” (Ephesians
2:19, 20, Dy) The apostle was very definite about
it, saying again: “For other foundation no man
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can lay, but that which iz laid: which is Christ
Jesus."—1 Corinthians 3:11, Dy.

*There could be no finer and surer foundation
for the true church than Christ Jesus, could there?
It is his own petrfecl human life given as a ransom
that makes possible this divine arrangement. Yet,
how can we harmonize this testimony by Jesus
and the apostle Paul with what Jesus stated to
Peter at Matthew 16:187 We may be sure that
there is no coptradiction.

“CPON THIS ROCK I WILL BUILD MY CHUECH™

* Peter had just acknowledged Jesus (0 be the
Christ (or, the Messiah), the Son of the living God.
Jesus then said: “I say to thee: That thou art Pe-
ter, and upon this rock [ will build my Church.”
{ Dy) Some understand these words to mean thal
Jesus' church s built on Peter as the loundation.
This is the official position of the Roman Cathelic
Church. But it is of interest to note that Arch-
bishop Kenriek, in the book An I'ngide View of the
Vatican Council (1870), shows that of at least
eighty-six carly church “fathers,” only seventeen
understood Jesus' reference to the “rock” as apply-
ing to Peter. Were you aware of this?

* Consider, for example, the view of Augustine
(3534430 C.E.), usually referred to as “Saint
Augustine.” Though at one time he viewed Peter
as the “rock,” in later Iife Augustine restated his
position, saying in his Eetroclationes: “1 bave
since frequently explained the words of our Lord:

art Peter and upon this rock I will build my
L (a) Why could there be no finer foundation for ihe tro=
mmmwmmmpm i g
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vour teacher, whereas all you are brothers, More-

church. However, he did arrange for men
the Jead in the Christian congregation, to serve the
spiritual needs of their brothers and orgunize the
work of preaching the good news. Jesus said such
were not to “lord it over™ thelir brothers but
were to be like slaves or servants to them. (Mat-
thew 20:25-28) Is that true of the clergymen you

wTo fit the Bible's description of the true
church, those who make it up must be united in

3
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their worship. In this regard the apostle Paul
wrote: “l exhort you, brothers, through the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ that you should all speak
in agreement, and that there should not be divi-
sions among you, but that you may be fitly united
in the same mind and in the same line of thought.”
(1 Corinthinns 1:106) So we cannot Scripturally
expect 1o find them scattered among all the con-
flicting religions of Christendom. They must be
gathered together in just ope orpanization. As
Ephesians 4:4, 5 says of them: “One body there
ks, . .. one Lord, one faith.” Tt is vital for u= to
Enow what that “one faith™ is.

AFFRECIATION OF THE TRUE CHURCH
AND ITS FOUNDATION

" The members of the true church under Christ
their head are said to become “Abranham’s sced,
heirs with reference to a promise,” (Galatians 3:
29) This promise is that all others of obedient
mankind will bless themselves through Christ and
his congregation. (Genesis 22:18) The Bible fore-
told that, ut the time of the establishment of
Christ’s kingdom, there would be only a remnant
of these children of the “Jerusalem above,” God's
heavenly organization, left on earth. (Galatians 4:
26; Revelation 12:10, 17) Jesus described these
members of his church on earth as a “faithful and
discreet slave.,” And he said that such ones who
were found faithfully serving at the time of his
coming to his judgment work would be appointed
"mwuﬂhisbehnajngx,"thlk.mrraﬂthcemh-

15 (a) How do Christ snd his btesieft all other
chedient homara? (5) Wehat d@d Jemis my he
ﬂmhﬂﬂ:ﬂrﬁﬂﬂntﬂudhﬂ_h
Eingdes power?
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established Kingdom to all the nations in the “time
of the end.”"—Matthew 24:14, 45-47; 25:19-23.

“ All those today who hope to gain eternal life
in God's now svetem need 1o recognize this ar-
rangement. For Jesus said that, In this “tdme of
the end," he separates to a position of favor those
dulr.ng good to the remaining ones on earth of his

brothers,” his joint heire who make up the Chris-
tian congregation. (Matthew 25:31-40) These are
the remaining ones of the “living stones™ that are
built up into a spiritual house or temple, “a place
for God to inhabit by spirit.”" (1 Peter 2:5; Ephe-
sians 2:20-22) Tho=e ‘doing good' to the members
of this temple ciass are described in the book of
Revelation as a “great crowd” of persons who
come under God's protection. Note, too, that they
gladly serve God “day and night in his temple,”
that is, in association with the remnant of the
spiritual temple class, the Christian congregation.
—Revelation 7:9, 10, 15,

" These sheeplike persons say, In effect, to the
heirs of the promise made with Abraham: “We
will go with you people, for we have heard that
God is with vou pecple.” (Zecharigh 8:23) Even
as those of the true church or congregation faith-
fully walk in Christ’s footsteps snd proclaim the
Kingdom message, so likewise these sheeplike ones
‘¢ with them,’ serving God right along with them.
Are you doing that? If so, you have the prospect
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How to Gdentify
the Jrue meliginn

Lommvthmmuhemnmmﬂ.
gion. This is in harmony with the fact that
the true God is a God, “not of disorder, but of
peace.” (1 Corinthians 14:33) Furthermore, Jesus
Chirist spoke of those who practice such religion as
worshiping God “with spirit and truth,” and truth
is never at disagreement with itself. (John 4:23,
24) But who are these true worshipers today?
How can you identify them and know that their
worship Is indeed the one approved by God?

* This cannot be decided simply on the basis of
what people and organizations claim to be, In his
Sermon on the Mount, Jesus pointed out that
many would call him “Lord, Lord,” claiming to
have done notable things in his name. Yet he
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" Another mark of true religion and of those
who practice it is respect [or God’s Word., God's
Son when on earth set the pattern in this by show-
ing the highest respect for the inspired Scriptures.
He quoted them as the final authority on matters.
e continually referred his hearers to God's Woed,
encouraging them to read and apply it. (Matthew
19:4-6; Luke 24:44,

(Matthew 26:53-56) Never did he downgrade the
Bible: rather, he condemned those who failed to
teach in harmony with it and who tried to weaken
its foree with their own teachings—Mark 7:9-13.

* What con we say in this regard about the many
church ergankmtions of Christendom today? When
you hear or read statements by clergymen who
refer to parts of the Bible as "myths,” o who
favor the theory of evolution over the Bible teach-
ing of ereation, would you say that they are en-
cournging respect for Ged's Word? Or when you
read statements in which such church leaders

They certainly are not following the exnmple of
God's Son and his aposties —Matthes 15:18, 19;
Galatians 5:19-21; Romans 1:24.27,

* Do the frults manifie=t in the lives of the mem-
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treating

holy. Jesus himself certzinly did this He did not
fail to usc his Father's name, nor did be Lreat it
as unimportant. To the contrary, in prayer
Father, Jesus said: “I have

known to them and will make it known.” (John
17:26) He knew that it is God's purpose for his
name to be glorified in all the earth, and he set
the example in proclaiming and honoring that
name. (John 12:28; Isainh 12:4, 5) Also, the
Seriptures show that the main purpose for the
existence of the congregation that God has called
out of the world is to be “a people for his name.
(Acts 15:14) If you are to guin salvation, vou,

too, must know and honor the name of God

2
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have cven gone to the extent of removing God's
name from their versions of the Bible, For exam-
ple, the Revised Standard Version, which is now
distributed with the backing of both Protestants
and Catholics, omits the name Jehovah A
although it appears in the original Hebrew text
nearly seven thousand times. Are these organi-
zations measuring up to this requirement of true
religion? Really, what group does bear witness
to the name of God, as Jesus did? (Revelation 1:-5:
Isaiah 43:10-12) If you were to talk to your neigh-
bors and refer repeatedly to Jehovah, using his
sacred name, with what organization do you think
they would associate you? That is not a difficult
question to answer. There is only one people that
notably follow Jesus' example in this regard.

* True worshipers also proclaim the kingdom of
God as man's true hope. They could not do other-
wise and be pleasing to Jehovah God, because he
has clearly stated that the Kingdom s his provi-
sion for governing the earth. (Daniel 2:44; 7:13,
14) Jesus set the example by going from one end
of the land to the other “preaching and declaring
the good news of the kingdom of God." (Luke 8:1)
He and his apostles did this by going from village
to village and “from house to house.” (Acts 20:20)
Jesus also foretold that in these “last days™ “this
good news of the kingdom” would be preached in
all the earth for a witness —Matthew 24:14.

* Today we often hear religious leaders speak-
ing on behalfl of political organizations such as the
United Nations and praying for them. But who are

(a) What musl tree woshipers sfverate ss mans ooly
mﬂ L1 hmm‘ﬁw
14 af Tn;-::ﬂ-h::'bmrm
o ypour deer preschiog the Eilngdom as
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doing the preaching of the good news about God's
kingdom as Jesus [orefold? If someone cames to
your door or to your neighbor's door and you hear
him talking about Gods kingdom ns mankind's
true hope, with what organization do you associate
that person? This is a principal activity of those
who actually do the will of the heavenly Father
in imitation of his Son Jesus.—1 Peter 2:21.

B Yei another requirement of true religion s
that it keep separate from the world and its of-
fairs. The Bible, at James 1:27, shows that, if our
worship is to be dean and undefiled from the
standpoint of God, we must keep ourselves “with-
out spot from the worid.” This is an important
matter, for, “whoever . . . wants to be a friend
of the world is constituting himself an enemy of
God.” (James 4:4) You can appreciate why this
is so serious when vou remember that the Bible
points out that the ruler of the world is God's
chief adversary, Satan the Devil—John 12:31.

¥ Do the facts show that the churches in your
community take this to heart? Are the clergy, as
well as the members of the congregations, really
“no part of the world," as Jesus said that his
true followers would be? (John 15:19) Or are
they deeply involved in the world's affairs, in its
nationalism, its politics and its class struggles?
You do not need someone else to answer these
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" Now, after reviewing these identifying marks
of the true religion that God has provided for us
in his Word, what do we conclude? The question
athmehnutﬂmlmramtnrﬂiﬁmm
appears to meel ane or two of these

musi all be in full harmony with God's Word
Ouly in this way can such religion truly be pleas-
hthdmvnhGui.Thnmmmlmnyrﬂigm
meeting these requirements. The Bible shows
that there is only “cne faith.”"—Ephesians 4:5.
“Wh.ttu:.nrethenmswiuformﬂmhndyd
true worshipers today? On the basis of the evi-
dence, which is known or available to persons in
all parts of the carth, we do not hesitate to say
they are the Christian witnesses of Jehovah.
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EHOVAH GOD expects all who love and serve
him to keep [ree from false worship. Of God's
Son, the Bible says: “You loved righteousness, and
you hated lawlessness."” Because of this his Father
has specially blessed him, exalting him as the ap-
pointed king of God's kingdom. (Hebrews 1:9)

to God. In this way you can find protection both
now and during the coming execution of God's
judgment upon those who disregard his will,

* Long ngo God foretold that he would have a
people who would be his “special property,” and
that ohservers would certainly see “the distinction
betweoen a righteous one and a wicked one, hntwaen
one gserving God and one who hag not served him."
(Malachi 3:17, 18) If you see this distinction, then
vou should act accordingly. Failure to do so would
your prospect of gaining life eternal
What course should you take? God's Word says
very definitely: “Do not become
with unbelievers. For what sharing do righteous-
ness and lawlessness have? Or what fellowship

L If we love truth snd riehteovsress whal must we also bate

-g-um
me the dmtinction betwess serving God wod
L pot seving hiss what coeswe we lake, and why?
m
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does light have with darkness? . . . Or what por-
tion does a faithful person have with an unbe-
liever?” Because there can be no proper fellowship
between those practicing righteousness and those
practicing lawlessness, God commands: “There-
fore get cut from among them, and separate your-
selves."—2 Corinthians 6:14-17.

GETTING OUT OF “HAEYLON THE GEEAT™

* To those who were once his chosen people and
who were in exile in ancient Babvion, Jehovah
God spoke =i words: “I, Jehovah, am your
God, the One teaching you to benefit yourself, the
One causing you to tread in the way in which vou
should walk. O if only you would actually pay
attention to my commandments! Then your peace
would become just like a river, and your righ-
teousness like the waves of the seq. . . . One's name

me. Go forth, you people, out of Babylon!" (Isaish
48:17-20) What Jehovah did there wins for the
benefit of those loving him, not to deprive them of
anything good. By the conquest of Babylon in 539
B.CE. he made it possible for them to leave
Babylon ug n free people.

¢ Ancient Babylon has ceased to exist. Yet God
speaks of another Babylon called “Babylon the

;

"
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who sits over or controls “peoples and crowds and
nations and tongues,” and who has “a kingdom
over the kings of the earth™ and ‘commits fornica-
tion® with these kings.—Revelation: 17:1, 2, 15, 18

* This means that Babylon the Great is an em-
pire. What kind of empire? Since “the kings of
the earth,” the political element, are said to ‘com-
mit fornication’ with her, Babylon the Great itsell
is not a politicn]l empire, The book of Revelatlon
shows that when Babylon the Great is destroyed
the “merchants” of the earth stand at a distance
and mourn; so it is not a commercinl empire
either. (Revelation 18:15) Could it, then, be & re-
ligious empire? Well, religion has certainly had
great influence over the political kingdoms, and
its control does extend over peoples of all the earth.
But why should this religious empire be pictured
by a prostitute woman guilly of fornication? Be-
couse it mixes religion and politics. As regnrds
Christendom, the Bible shows that those whe elaim
to serve God but are unfaithlul and enter into re-
lations with the political powers are viewed by God
gs spiritual prostitutes or adulteresses-— Ezekiel
16:1, 2, 28-30; James 4:4.

* Il was shortly after the giobal flood of Noah's
day that false religion got its start in Babylon,
where Nimrod exalted himself “in opposition to
Jehovah." However, Jehovah confused the people’s
langunge and “'scattered them from there over all
the surface of the earth.” As they went, they took
with them their Babylonish doctrines and prac-
tices. (Genesis 10:8-10; 11:4-9) In harmony with
‘i:hhth wmmck:‘: commercial n;i::; Led “t:
m:um-mmumuam
Bow ‘B4 He Gociines Mug practioes Decaems wideuresd?
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this, the book The Religion of Babylonia and
Assyria (by Professor Morris Jastrow, page 701)

E
i
E
|
E
g
g

*Among the teachings prominent in ancient
Babylon were: worship of a triad or trinity of
gods, the belief that the human soul could not die,
?“ndlhumhhagthntpumm sufTered alter death

chapters of this book, none of these things are
taught in God's Word, the Bible. However, do we
soe similar teachings and practices in the religious
organizations around us today?

* Along with the doctrines of the “Trinity,” the
immortality of the human soul and a hellfire of
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practices? (Galatians 5:7-9; Matthew T:22, 23)
God has foretold that suddenly, “in one day,”
plagues of “death and mourning and famine™ will
come upon Babylon the Great. So it is urgent and
for our good that we completely separate ourselves
now from every part of that false religious empire.
—Revelation 18:8.

= What docs it mean to “get out from among
them™? Is it encurh for a person merely to recog-
nize in his mind the falseness of Babylonish teach-
ings, while still continuing to associate with a reli-
gilous organization that holds to those teachings?
Really, would this not be a course of hypocrisy?
Would It not give visible support (o something
that God condemns? How could such a person
truly consider himself obedient to God’s command
to “get out from among them, and separate your-
selves, . . . and quit touching the unclean thing”?
(2 Corinthians 6:17) If we do not want to be like
those people who gathered at the temple of Baal in
Jehu's time only to suffer destruetion at God's
command, then we need to make a clean break
from any and all organizations of Babylon the
Great. We need to quit sharing in their activities.
(2 Kings 10:20-27)* We need lo serve notice on
them that we are withdrawing from their organi-
zations. By doing this we will not be “limping upon
two different opinions,” trying to ‘partake of “the
table of Jehovah™ and the table of demons,’ and
thereby “inciting Jechovah to jealousy.”"—1 Kings
18:21:% 1 Corinthians 10:21, 22,
“Mhmﬁmwdmﬁhrlh
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an interfaith or ecumenical movement a good
thing? Well, how does Jehovah God view it? The
Bihle record shows that he allowed no interfaith
with the Canaanites for the nation of Israel. (Deu-
teronomy 7:3, 4) And how did God's Son view
interfaith? He did not engage in interfaith activi-
ties with the various sects of Judaism while on
earth. To the contrary, he roundly condemned the
faleg religion of his day, and stated positively:
“No one comes to the Father except through me.™
—John 14:6; see also Matthew 23:13, 38.

FIRM STAND FOR TEUTH BRINGS BLESSINGS

' Making a clean break from false worship may
bring problems. Jesus showed that one's relatives
may oppose such a course. Yet, even though those
opposing may be as near and dear as a member of
one’s own family, Jesus said that this should make
no difference in our decision. (Matthew 10:32-37)
It is a question, not of loving such ones less than
formerly, but of how strong our love is for Jehovah
and his Word of truth.

** Actually, it is by taking a firm stand for the
truth that one can really act for the lasting good
of relatives who may at first oppose one's right
course. Yielding to pressure may only encourage
these in their opposition to the truth. On the other
hand, your faithful conduet in holding to the truth
of God's Word and living in harmony with it will
bring you blessings and happiness: it will make
& better person of you Thus, in course utth:}t,
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as well, This is the hope the Bible encourages us
to embrace nnd work for. (1 Corinthians 7:12-16;
1 Peter 3:1, 2) True, it will call for patience, faith
that God's way is best, and, above all, love.
But God himself Jovingly assures you that he will
support and strengthen you if you put him first in
vour life.—Romans 8:38, 39.

* Agnin, some may feel that they are now well
along In yvears, and that it is oo late to change
their course. However, Jehovah God, who is him-
self called “the Ancient of Days,” invites old per-
sons, also, to join in praicsing him. (Daniel 7:9;
Psalm 148:12, 13) His Word shows that old age
will not excuse one if one fails to separate from
what God condemns, bot that “gray-beadedness
Is & crown of beauty when it is found in the way
of righteousnes=" (Proverbs 16:31; see also Eze-
kiel 9:4-6.) It is never too jate in lie to take a
stand in harmony with what one knows to be the
truth, thus setting one's steps flemly on the way
to eternul lile,—Proverhbs 10:22,

" If we now tnke positive action to get out from
mngthmuhupmcﬁm!almmﬂaimnwm
enjoy a blessed, happy relationship with our Ged,
Jehovah. (2 Enrlmhinmﬁ 17, 18) For the matter

14 (A} Does Oof espect cld persons 1o separate from falee re-
wnlhhmlru,wm ) Whai prospect will this

t.T hﬁmﬂ:ﬂﬂ umm-um-n;
m-'»'uh religion? with whom are we 0
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“T shall reside among them and walk among them,
and I shall be their God, and they will be my
people.”—2 Corinthians 6:16,

tinct from other religions. These mectings are real
Eible studles, with emphasis on how Bible prin-
ciples apply in our daily lives and also on how
to teach God's Word to others. There you will see
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WE HAVE everything warth while to gain
and nothing of true value to lose by secking
to please God in all things. To him the psalmist
says: “You will cause me to know the path of life.
Rejoicing to satisfaction is with your face; there
is pleasantness at your right hand forcver”
(Psalm 16:11 [15:11, Dy]) However, Satan the
Devil tries to turn persons away from true worship
and direct them into ways that displease Jehovah
God. One of the means he uses to nccomplish this
is the practice of popular customs that go con-
trary to Bible teachings,

*Not all popular customs are wrong. But they
are displeasing to God if they are rooted in false
religion or if they are in some other way in con-
fliet with Bible principles. (Matthew 15:6) Inter-

sweklee to plrass do e
t&ﬂ--ﬂ*ﬁ-.‘;ﬁ”mum
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*In warning the Israelites against the religious
customs of the surrounding nations, Jehovah toid
his people that they should “not learn the way of
the nations at all.™ (Jeremiah 10:2) This was a
loving warning, because those pagan customs were
based on falsehood, misrepresenting God and his
purpose. Often those customs had a bad effect on
the morals of those practicing them. For a like
reason the Bible counsels us today: “Quit being
fashioned after this system of things, but be trans-
formed by making your mind over, that you may
prove o yourselves the good and acceptable and
perfect will of God." {Romans 12:2) A sincere
desire to please Jehovah God will help us to do so.

THE USE OF THE CROSS

«Manv churchgoers wear a cross, or have a
crucifix in the home, and crosses are found in
many church buildings. But did you know that the
cross actually has a pagan origin? The facts show
that, rather than being the exclusive symbol of
Christinnity, the cross was in use centuries before
the birth of Christ. This is admitted by The Catho-
lic Encyclopedia (1908 edition, Vol. IV, page 517)

“The sign of the cross, represenied in s simplest

form a of two lines al tmwles.
o el fiees, mmmmm esl,
Introduction

W. D. Killen says (1559 edition, page 316) :

“From the mos! remolr anti the cross was
__vemerated in Egypt and Syria; it was heid in equal
3 in) Wikat i Jehavah his
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honour by the Buddhists of the East: . ., . about
the commencement of our era, the pagans were
wont to make the sign of a cross upon the forehead
in the celebration of some of thelr sacred mysterics ™

“And, further showing its connection with
Babylonish religion, W. E. Vine, in An Expository
Dictionary of New Testament Words (Vol. 1, page
Z56), says that the cross “had its origin in ancient
Chalden [Babylon], and was used as the symbol of
the god Tammuz (being in the shape of the mystic
Tau [or T], the initial of his name)."”

"But was not Jesus put to death on a two-
beamed cross? The Bible indicates that he was not.
At Acts 5:30 and 10:39, in both Catholic and
Protestant Bible transiations, we are told that
Jesus died on a “tree.” The word “tree” here trans-
lates the Greek word ryilon (or xulon). Concerning
this word and the word stauros, translated “cross”
in some versions, The Companion Bible says on
page 186 in the “Appendixes":;

“Homer [nncient Greek poet] uses the word stouros

of an ordina le¢ or stuke, or o slngl e of
timber. And (s 18 the o, 8 b
the word throughout the Greck o . It never

moeans fwo pleces of tmber placed across one

meaning a timber] in connection with the manner
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S Geparon Fros, ox Bod (Sacie s Sietoctad
or a

imitation &T.ﬂdmﬂh doctrines of the Christian
faith. In order to increass the prestige of the apos-
tate ecclesiastical system pagans were reoclved into

sons who have worn such an object or had cruci-
fixes in their homes, thinking that this honored
God and his Son Jesus Christ, are faced with am
important decision. Will they continue to use
them? Will they even keep them? Lowve of the
truth and the desire to please God in oll things
will help in making the right decision.—Deuter-
onemy 7:26.

RELIGIOUS IMAGES AND FICTURES
*Ever since the time of ancient
images,
has been popular.
persons who believed
blessing to
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* Showing his displeasure with religious images
as aids to devotion, God gave his law to the Israel-
ites forbidding their use. Moreover, he warned
them against desiring the gold and silver on
images they found among pagan peoples. (Exodus
20:4, 5; Deuteronomy 7:25) Did God's attitude
change with the introduction of Christianity? No,
for the Bible shows that Christians likewise avoid-
ed the use of images. (Acts 17:29) Following the
apestle John's counsel to “guard yourselves from
an."lhry\tﬂhd“‘byfliﬂl.mtbrﬂght"'nmy
put their complete trust in the invisible God
—1 John 5:21; 2 Carinihians 5:7.

#* Secular history agrees with this. As M'Clin-

The History of the Christian Religion and Church,
During the Three First Centuries (by Dr, Augus-
tus Neander) (Second edition, 1 pige 183)
tells us: “Henthens, who, like Alexander Severus
[Roman emperor of the third century C.E.], saw
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art object, such ns pictures or slatues, in the
home? No, for there is a difference between mere
objects of art and objects of religious devotion
What is it that determines whether a statue or
picture is displeasing to God? This: Is it rever-
enced or worshiped, perhaps candles or food being
placed before it, as in some countries? Does it
misrepresent the Bible? Or does it portray pagan
symbols? You may have noticed that some pictures
of Jesus Christ have a circle of light around his
head. This is called a halo or nimbus. If vou look
up “nimbus” in an encyclopedia, you wiil learn
that it was used by ancient Egvptians, Greeks and
Romans in thelr pagan religious art. The halo can
be traced back to Babylonian sun~worship, and it
appears with representations of gods of Babylon.
Do we have guidance from the past as to what
we should do if we find such religious images and
in our midst? Well, what did faithful Ja-
cob do when he found false gods among the mem-
bers of his houschold? He got rid of them. (Gene-
sis 35:2-4) And what did young King Josiah do
as a result of starting to search for the true God?
He cleancd the graven images out of Judah, break-
ing them to pieces. (2 Chronicles 34:3, 4)* What
fine examples of zeal in giving glory to Jehovah
God!—Psalm 115:1-8, 18 [113:1-8, 18, second set
of numbers, Dy].
HOXORING HUMANS AND INSTITUTIONS
» In many places it is the custom to set aside
days to honor “saints” or famous persons, dead
_* 2 Fanipoownon 3H.2.4. D
4. What & falihful servamis of God in the A0 when Lae

fourd mmehy falee relipious leoes i thelr
holidays Umt worshipiul henors o creshTe
mng =spirits

5
E
'
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harmony with God's will. (Acts 10:25, 26: 14:11-
15; Romans 1:25; Revelation 19:10) Further,
holidays in memory of the “spirits of the dead™
are actually based on the false doctrine of the

soul. So it should not

be guided by the principle that they are to be “no
part of the world.” (John 15:19) Rather than
imitate the world, they will “quit being fashioned
after this system of things."—Romans 12:2.
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the only two birthday celebrations mentioned in
the Bible are those of Exvpt’'s Pharnoh and Herod

rulers who followed false religion. (Gene-
sis 40:20-22; Matthew 14:6-10) And what of the
Christians? Historian Neander says: “The
of a birthday [extival was far from the ideas
mrhlhudlhispahdhm { Page
) They shunned birthday celebrations as of
origin. Those who earnestly seek to please
wisely avoid customs that exalt any ereature
t have their origin with false religion.—John

£he

;gags

EASTER AND CHRISTMAS
i Pazter i Christendom’s chief religious holi-
said to

day, be heid in mutﬂurht‘shdng
raised from thedl.ﬂd.mtﬁd give a com-
mand to luhm te his resurrection? No, he did not.

I mhnnkimﬂimtbntﬂasiermmtcﬂ&
brated by early Christians and that it is based on
ancimm t pagnn practices. The Encyclopeedia Britan-
nica says:

“There ls no lm‘.l‘.lmtiun aof thoe nhmnnnu af thu
Easter Ifmhm] in the New

sanctity of times was an l.t-cn'l l:rum
the minds the first Christinns™*

Dr. Alexander Hislop savs of Easter customs:

“The observances that still attend the
period its celebration confirm the testl
character.

B

of history == to its lonlan
The nu-hmﬂ{';md IMledJ"Ed
of Pasch q:umdha

ar Easter Surulay,
llhhyhnhn]rﬁujututbuﬁ:m"t
The word “Easter” that appears once in the King
James Bible at Acts 12:4 js a wrong transiation
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for the word “passover.”* “Easter” appears no-
where in the Catholic Douay Bible. Christendom’s
chief lnmhe?' mﬂ' therefore finds no support
at all in the Bible. It is of pagan origin, and there-
fore displeasing to God.
“Wh::lbmnﬂn-isxm'rﬂyrhmking refer-
ence works in a public library, vou will find that
it was unknown among the earliest Christians.
Jesus instructed his followers to observe a me-
morial of his death, not of his birth. (1 Corinthians
11:24-26) Says The Catholic Encyclopedia:
“Christmas was not among the carliest festivals
of the church. . . . The first evidence of the feast
is from Egypt.™¢

* What, then, of the date December 25, cele-
brated by many as the birthday of Christ? It could
not have been the date of Jesus' birth. The Bible
shows that at the time shepherds were still in the
fields at night. As the Encyclopredia Britannica
(1907, Vol. V, p. 611) acknowledges, they would
not have been there in the cold, rainy season of
winter, (Luke 2:8-12) As for the origin of the
date, The World Book Encyclopedia says:
praple. tn calebeate’ o Dty o e e
chmmh&nwmglhepmphﬂﬂmﬂmﬁg

observed It as the Feast of Satumn, celobra the
birthday of the sun - tog

"Emuﬂmdnluiﬂlﬁa‘mhdmnnﬂgm,

* See modern Bilbic tramlatiors of Aty I3:4 or The Wesl-
mintter Dictionery of the Bidir. p. 145
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it should not seem strange that the customs of
Christmas are also of pagan origin. Thus the
Encycloprdia of Religion and Ethics tells us:

“Most of the Christmas cusloms now prevailing .. .
am not genuine Christian but heathen
customs which have besn al or tolernted

alhuﬂmrm . The Saturnalia in Rome provided
mdﬂkrmmtotthummmtmﬂﬂw
Christmas timae"*
Also, The Encyclopedia Americana points out that
among the customs borrowed from the pagan
Rm:; feast of Saturnalla was “the giving of
= There is no escaping it: Christmas is of pagan
origin. Knowing this, we should pay attention to
the apostle Pnul's warning against mixing the true
and the fulse. He says that even “a little leaven
ferments the whole lump.” (Galutinns 5:9) He
reproved some ol the early Christians for ohserv-
ing days that had been kept under the law of
Moses but that God had canceled for Christians.
(Galatians 4:10, 11) How much more important
it is for true Christians today to shun a celebration
that was never authorized by God, that stems
from pagan Babylon, and that [alsely bears the
name of Christ!

FINER THAN PAGAN CELERRATIONS
# True Christians have something finer than
pagan celebrations. They have the "lruitage of the
Iplrlt.“ which Is “love, jov, peace, long-sulfering,

“Wwﬂnﬁh-ﬂﬁun.hh“
Mwlﬂ.ﬁlﬂptﬂ

3. (n) How should Galattans §.9 infuence orr aitiinds towasd
w (b} For what sound reasons do Uue Chrislians

the celebrntjon P
nmmmmuum;nmmmm
s-yeur “Christmas spirit™?
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kindness, goodness, faith, mildness, self-control.”
(Galatians 5:22, 23) This fruitage produces a
generosity that is much more benutiful and genu-
ine than the “Christmas spirit” that blooms just

are not encouraged to be unthankful to man or
God, because of thinking that they are entitled
to recelve gifts on certain days,—Colossians 3:14.
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THE WAY OF ATPROACH TO GOD IN PRAVER

*The Bible tells us that “he that approaches
God must belicve that he is and that he becomes
the rewarder of those earnestly socking him.™
(Hebrews 11:6) Notice that this scripture savs
we are to ‘approach God." As the true and living
God, Jehovah wants us to pray to him. not to
m&e.l‘nuu—ispnﬂutmrhnmhh:and
for this reason should be directed only to the
Cresator, Jehovah. (Matthew 4:10) Jesus Christ
taught his followers to pray to his “Father in the
heavens.” (Matthew 6:9) Jesus did not teach them
to pray to himself, nor to his human mother Mary,
nor to any other person. Jehovah is all-powerful,
all-wise, perfect in justice and in love. So, why
should we go to any lesser person? Further, the
inspired apostle Puaul assures us that God “is not
far off from each one of us,” if we scek him in
the l‘i‘S‘hl way.—Aects 17:27.

* But you may say, “How can we, as imperfect
creatures with inherited sin, pray to a God who is
perfect nnd righteous?” Jehovah has lovingly
taken this into consideration and provided o “help-
w"tuumkfurminlmamﬁathﬂmh'ﬁm
Christ, a righteous one.” (1 John 2:1, 2) He gave
his life a5 a ransom for mankind, Moreover, Je-
hovah has appointed him as his High Priest. Je-
hovah requires us to recognize the position of his
Smhl}ﬂspurpueardluuﬂermmm;m
in his name. That is why Jesus told his followers:
"Nomnmuluththﬂmrexwmlhrmm“
(John 14:6) Jesus also said: “Ir you ask the
Father for anything he will give it to you in my
name.” (John 16:22) For our prayers to be accept-
whitn should all our prayers be direcind, and why?

13 n
;:Irmu; sceepizhle to Cexd, whiee Dame

-

i
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able to God, then, we must pray to Jehovah God
through his Son, that is, in the name of Jesus.

FRAYVERS THAT ARE PLEASING TO GOD
* At 1 Peter 3:12 we read: “The eves of Jehovah

to consider seriously the way we live our daily
lives if we want our prayvers to be heard by God.
-1 John 3:21, 22.

“What we pray for aleo has much to do with
determining whetlbher God will answer our prayers.
Jesus gave his disciples a model prayer to guide
them as to the kind of prayer God accepts. (Mat-
thew 6:9-13) This prayer shows that God's name
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wicked one. Note, too, that Jesus teaches us to
pray to “owr Father” to “give us today our bread”
and to “forgive us.” This shows that, when pray-
ing, a person should think not just of himself, or
of his own problems and needs, Instead he should
unselfishly broaden out his prayers to include
others. We should include, not only our own family
and relatives, but others who are seeking to please
God, and especially those who face trials and diffi-
cultics in their service to God—James 5:16:
Ephesians 6:18-20.

*The apostie John writes: “This is the confi-
dence that we have toward him, that, no matter
what it is that we ask according to his will, he
hears us." (1 John 5:14) Yes, every part of a
Christian’s life Is a proper matter for praver. But
the important thing is that what he requests be in
harmony with God’s will. This is a foremost reason
whyuwwpram-sgnummmd.ﬂmpurmnhas
not tried first to find out what God's will is, (Prov-
erbs 3:5-7) So, rather than deciding what we want
to do or have, and praying to God about it, is it
not proper to find out first what God wants of us,
what is his will for us, and then frame our prayers
accordingly ?—James 4:3, 13-15,

' By our study of God's Word and by our ex-
perience in serving him in associntion with other

ments, for in it I have taken delight. Incline my
PR g e & ek i
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heart to your reminders, and not to profits.”
(Psalm 119:34-36 [118:34-36, Dy]) If we pray

position when praying or that we go to a particular
building to pray? His Word shows that he does
not. (Nehemiah 8:6:* Daniel 6:10: Mark 11:35;
ohn 11:41) Jesus indicated that it is good to hove
privacy In personal prayer, going into one’s own
room 1o pray. (Matthew 6:6) And though Jesus
himself prayed at times in public places, he strong-
ly condemmned praying before others just to be
seen by them and to make a show of one's “holi-
ness,” He also showed that God does not approve
of using the very same words over and over again
in prayer. (Matthew 6:3, 7, 8) Why is this?

(™

eyenmmrin:aboutthmuﬂlullthemrthtu
show his strength in behalf of those whose heart
is complete toward him.” (2 Chronices 16:9)7
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gives undeserved kindness to the humble ones.”
(James 4:6) In our prayers there is no value in
using language that is unusual or high-sounding,
Rather, we should talk 1o God as we would to a
close and trusted friend and as a son to his father.
Cur prayer may even be a silent one, in our own
heart. (1 Samuel 1:12, 13)® At times we may not
find just the right words to express our thoughts
to God. But we can be confident that God knows
our needs and will understand our simple prayer.

AFPPRECIATING THE PRIVILEGE OF PRAYER

* We all reach times in our lives when no human
help is available or when the help humans offer
is not sufficient for our needs. Then it is to God
alone that we must turn. However, if we love Jeho-
vah and appreciate the privilege of prayer we
certainly will not walt for such oceasions to speak
to him. Instend, we will appronch him regularly,
frequently, with expressions of thanksgiving and
praise, as well as with our petitions and
(Ephesians 6:18; 1 Thessalonians 5:17, 18) A
family benefits greatly from prayer, even the
simple expression of thanks to God at menltimes,
following the example of Jesus.—Matthew 14:19,

* Truly, private prayer, family prayer and con-
gregational prayer all bring marvelous benefits,

dependence on God for everything. It draws us
close to fellow worshipers. It brings upon us the
peace of the loving Creator. It promotes the flow
of God's holy spirit in our lives. It helps us to be
confident about the future. It is a gift from God
and one that we should appreciate and use.

1. (a) Ehould we walt till we Deed w
i Cod? (b} is payer al
12 Siale suse of Lhe marveicus beoefits of prayer?



CHAPTER 18

Christian Obedience
to afaw

LA\\W is widespread in the world
today, but those who truly live in harmony
with the Bible do not contribute to it. They take
0 heart the counsel of Ged's Word, which says:
“Be obedient to goverrments and authorities as
rulers.”—Titus 3:1.

1t Is true that some who now practice true
worship previously did engage in lawless conduct.
They may have stolen things that belonged to
others, Perhaps they viewed obedience to certain
Inws as Important only when the police were in
sight. In this they were probably no worse than
many others in the community. However, the
Bible made clear lo them that, if they were going
1o take up true worship, they would need a very
different outlook on life—Ephesians 4:22-20,

* Commenting on the attitude that a Christian
should have toward the political governments, the
apostle Paul sald: “Let every soul be in subjection
to the superior authorities, for there is no author-
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stand against it will receive judgment
selves.”

“It is a good thing to show proper respect for
the government and appreciation for the bene-
ficial services that it performs. We all have good
reason to be glad that the governments under
which we live provide roads for travel, schools
for education, fire protection and food inspection.
Courts of law and protection ngninst crime are also

i
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tary, but in other eases they have been required
by secular law, Does this make a diffoerence? If
the secular law requires certain acts of devotion
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worship belonged only to Jehovah. God approved
of what they did. But how did the king of Babylon
react? At first he was violently angry. Yet, in time,
he saw the hand of Jehovah God in the matter.
Realizing that they were no danger to the State,
he issued a decree protecting their freedom.
(Daniel 3:1-30) Do you nol admire their loyalty
to God? Do you not want to be just as firm as they
were in giving worship exclhusively to God?

* This same issue of worship confronted Chris-
tians living in the Roman Empire. The State re-
guired that everyone burmn incense to the emperor
as an evidence of lovalty. This the Christians
could not do, although they obeved the other laws.
They realized that worship was involved, whether
the act wans performed in honor of an emblem or
of a person. (Matthew 4:10) Justin Martyr, who
Hved in the second century, expressed the views
of these Christians, saying: “God nlone we render
worship, but in other things we gladly serve you
[the political rulers |, acknowledging you as kings
and rulers of men." These Christinng were often
misunderstood, but what they did really showed
no disrespect, did it? Nor did it make them a dan-
ger to other Romans. As the Roman governor
Pliny the Younger reported in a letter to Emperor
Trajan, they refused to commit fraud or theft or
adultery. They were the kind of people (hat any-
one would like to bave as neighbors, and it was
their religion that made them that way.

* In addition to our worship, there is something
else that we owe to God. An apostle of Jesus Christ
pointed to this when he said: “The God that made

mﬂﬂ-ﬂu—n&hﬂﬁ‘-ﬁﬂﬂl e
:i:"ﬂu--urcummn 'nlm

mmwﬂ.-‘hﬂ:hhnmmr
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the world and all the things in it . . . gives to all
persons life.” (Acts 17:24, 25) Nane of us would
be alive if it were not for God. He is the Source
of life. (Psalm 36:9 [35:10, Dy]) But what are
we doing with the life that he permits us to enjoy?

" True Christians recognize that, to enjoy God's

p

of God's own Son, Jesus Christ,
lives, not for selfish pursuits nor

will of selfish men, but in harmony with

of God. (1 Corinthinns T:23; 1 Petor 4:

1, 2) So doing, they truly pay back to God what

belangs to him.

to have God's approval? If so,
obedience to law will be a serious matter in your
move you to have due restard for the

g
i¥

§
g
:

Bat, above all, it will cause you to bring your life
into full harmony with the judicial decisions of
Jehovah God, the greatest Lawgiver of all

10. How do the Scriptares help us o avold dlsplensing God

we e oI lvest
obedater to low affect our lives?

-7 3



CHAPTER 19

ro{[g mespect
Por Life and Blood

OW much safer we would be { evervone

had godly respect for life and blood! But
mmﬁumthﬂnﬂmﬂpﬂt\m
and bloodshed are on the incrense everywhere. In
many places a person’s life is in danger if he sim-
ply walks the streets alone at night. So accustomed
has the world become to viclence that, even for
entertainment, people will sit for hours and watch
it on television or in a motion picture, However,
the Bible teaches us that life Is something sacred
Do you view it that way?

# Unscriptural attitudes have beecome so com-
monplace today that Bible teachings on the matter
may surprise some persons at first, However, the

nl.'tha Bible, who is also the Giver of life
of blood, is the Supreme Author-
ity on lhﬂmbjecLHismwmtnburwncmd.
—Psalm 36:5-9 [35:6-10, Dy]; Isainh 55:8, 9.
“SHEDDING MAN'S RLOOD”

* It was first to Cain, a son of Adam, that Jeho-

vah spoke about the seriousness of taking human

H
HE
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life. God had already warned Cain that his anger
might lead him into sin, but Cain ignored the
warning and assauited his brother Abel, killing
him. Then God said: “Listen! Your brother's blood
is crying out to me from the ground.” For his
lawless shedding of blood Cain had to answer to
God. (Genesis 4:6-11) Following the flood of
Noah's day, God again emphasized that human
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unborn child in its mother’s womb is precious to
Jehovah, (Exodus 21:22, 23; Psalm 127:3 [126:3,
Dy]) And yet millions of abortions are performed
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er of the second and third centuries C.E., said:
“Those, too, who at the gladiator shows, for the

¥ What about the use to which human blecod
is put todny? Medical doctors, realizing the life-
sustaining power of blood, use blood transfusions
freely in their treatment of patients. Is this in
harmony with God's will? Some persons may
reason that getting a blood transfusion is not
“pating.” But is it not true that when
a patient is unable to eat through his mouth, doc-
tors often feed him by the same method in which
a blood transfusion is administered? Examine the
scriptures carefully and notice that they tell us
to ‘keep free from blood” and to ‘absfoin from
blood.' (Acts 15:20, 29) What docs this mean?
If a doctor were to tell vou to abstain from alcohol,
would that mean simply that you should not take
it through your mouth but that you could trans-
fuse it directly into your veins? Of course not!

E
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So, too, ‘abstaining from blood' means not taking
it into our bodies at all.

 Does this put God's servanis at a disadvantage
in comparison with persons who Ignore the Bible
and take blood transfusions? No, it works no real
hardship on them. Do not forget that, immediately
dfter telling Christians to ‘keep themselves from
blood," the Scripture says: “If you carefully keep
yourselves from these things, you will prosper.
Good health to you!™ (Acts 15:29) God had that
recorded in the Bible for a purpose. He knows
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does not submit to a transfusion, but the patient
may die even though he accepts blood. On the
mrhnm,uymkmw.thm_tmmnypnumtu

trptm-efur:fewmmhthhmd
things, would it make good sense 1o turn one's
Mm(hdhyhmh:ghhlaw!ﬂwetrym
save our life, or soul, by breaking Cod's law, we
u.mn—mm-_w-utmmw
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will lose it everlastingly. That is why Jesus said:
*Whoever wants to save his soul will lose it; but
whoever Joses his soul for my sake will find it."
(Matthew 16:25) So the wise course is always to

of those who will exercise faith, and he resur-
rected him from the dead. (Hebrews 13:20, 21)

had, And it is wrgent to gain and exercise that
fnith now before this old svstem of things comes
to its end. If we have learned about this loving

phwﬂl.mm'emmduitwilh and boldness.
{Exekiel 3:17-21) If we shoulder this respon-
sibility and persist in
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IH ADDITION to providing the truth on doc-
trinal matters, the Bible also gives much sound
counsel concerning home fife. It shows us how
to cope successfully with the problems of evervday
life. There is no piace where we could find befter
advice, because Jehovah, the Author of the Bible,
is also the One who originated marriage and ar-
ranged for family life.—Genesis 2:18, 22.

*When God brought the first man and woman
together as husband and wife, he emphasized the
unity that should exist between them, Jesus Christ
drew attention to this when he said: “Did you not
read that he who created them from the beginning
made them male and female and said, ‘For this
reason n man will leave his father and his mother
and will stick to his wife, and the two will be one
flesh'? So that they are no longer two, but one
flesh.” (Matthew 19:4-6) They were not to be com-
petitors. Nor were they simply to be acquaintances
that shared the same dwelling place. No, they
were 1o be “one flesh.” So, marriage mates should
cuitivate deep love for cach other, and seek to be

drawn together in unity of purpose,

L in there no betler piare (hon (b Hible o advice
ot home Hie? -

How did Jemn Cloit draw atiention 1o the unily ihat
exist between Busband and wife? (b) 'h'l.t-.lhrl-
that thry cullivaie?
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BUILDING A HAPPY FAMILY LIFE 17l

EELATIONSHIP OF HUSBAND AND WIFE

* For married life really to be happy, both hus-
band and wife must appreciate their respective
positions. These are not set merely by local cus-
tom. They are outlined in God's own Waord the
Bible, and are in harmony with the gualities that
God implanted in man and woman at the time of
creation. Knowing how he made man, and the

he had in view, Jehovah recorded in his
Word that “a husband is head of his wife as the
Christ also iz head of the congregation™ (Ephe-
sians 5:23) This means that the husband i= to
talke the lead in the home, planning family activi-
mmmmﬂwwtwm
final decisions. But this does not authorize him
to be a harsh or cruel ruler of his household.
——Culnmhm?r:]&.

*Though many men have exercised headship
in an unloving way, Christian husbands should
avold this. They should study carefully how Jesus
Christ has exercised headship over the Christian

tion, andthmtnlhwhisﬂmexam;ﬂn

* The wile, Iarhu-m"shmﬂdhlwdnmm
q:ucll.’urlmrtuﬂnud.“ (Ephesians 5:33) Since
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he is the one authorized by God to take the lead,
she can make a great contribution to family happi-
ness by willingly submitting to his headship.
{Colossians 3:18) If she is keener of mind than
her hushand, as is sometimes the case, then she
can use this quality to support him in his role as
competing with him or belitiling

he does. (Proverbs 12:4) There s much
for her to do in connection with family life. The
Bible fittingly urges married women “to Jove their
hushands, to love their children, to be sound in
mind, chaste, workers at home, good, subjecting
themselves to their own husbands, so that the
word of God may not be spoken of abusively.”
(Titus 2:4, 5) The wife and mother who fulfills
these duties will win the lasting love and respect
of her family —Proverbs 31:10, 11, 26-28,

* In many homes problems arise when a husbansd
[nils to take into consideration the womanly tem-
perament, the emotional makeup, of his wife.
He needs to appreciate that she views things dif-
ferently, Her emotions respond in a different way.
Her strength is not the same ns his. Thus the
inspired advice to husbands is: “Continue dwelling
- . « With them according to knowledge, nssigning

]
i
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interests outside the marringe bond. But those
who live in harmony with God's Word are pro-
tected against the heartache and grief that such
conduct brings. In language that iz casy to under-
stand the Bible warns: “Let marringe be honor-
able among all, and the marriage bed be without
defilement, for God will judge fornicators and
adulterers.” (Hebrews 13:4) There is no allow-
ance for immoral conduct. Those who want fo be
servanis of God must lead clean lives. (1 Thess-
Jonians 4:3-8) They must limit their sex interests
to their own legal marriace mates, and they are
accountable before God 1o do so. (Proverts 5:15-
21) It ought to be the earnest desire of both hus-
band and wife to help each other to avoid any

* However, if a marriage union Is truly going
to funetion in harmony with the godly principles
that we have discussed, there must also be regular
emphasis on spirituzl matters, The worship of
Jehovah God should be of first importance in the
home. It should not be shoved aside in favor of
efforts 1o obtain more material possessions or to
have more time for the pursuit of pleasure. (Luke

family's way of life. Do vou arrange for this in
your home?

REARING CHILDREN IN A GODLY WAY
* When children are born, it is the earnest de-
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o be treated lightly, because the child's prospects
for eternal life are involved. (Ephesians 6:1-3)
God is the one who requires that children obey
their parents. It shows wisdom on the part of the
parents I they patiently and consistently impress
this Jeston on the mind and heart of their off-
spring—Colossians 3:20, 23.

“There will be times when this calls for more
than just telling the child what is right. When
deliberately does what he knows to be wrong,
stronger action is required to impress the serious-
ness of the matter on him. Wisely the Bible ob-
SCIVES: “Fﬂiﬂmomisﬂﬂdtmwtththahmrtnf
a boyv; the rod of discipline is what will remove it
far from him.” (Proverbs 22:15) Due to inherited
imperfection children are born with a tendency
to do what is bad. so they need correction. A lov-
pnrmlwillmlmgiectﬂ:is..ﬁshﬂmhla:
says: “The ane holding back his rod is hating

.hu the one loving him is he that does
for him with discipline.”
Discipiine that is administered in love has the
good of the child in view. Tt is not done in
bursts of anger or with Joud screaming

ts. That is not the Christian way. (Ephe-
4:31, 32) There must be firmness, but sound-
of mind should also prevail, The parents
themselves should be setting a good example, not
just to put on an appearance of righteousness
—<children guickly see through that—but honestly,
sincerely. And if they do so, the children will be

R
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helped to realize that God's righteous principles
rile the household, and not just unreasonable
whims or temporary moods, The young ones will
not fear that they will be the victims of unjust
punishment. Rather, they will associnte punish-
ment with the breaking of proper rules of good

* Among the righteous principles from the
Eible that deserve serious family discussion are
those having to do with godly moral standards.

E
:
:
E
g

(Ephesions 4:28; Romans 13:9, 10) These young
folks need to be warned, in a way that they will
understand, against sexua! immorality and any-
thing that may lead to it. (Ephesians 3:5; Prov-
T g

children sn il do whaok in even awny from
ghs fmqw right ¥
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erbs 5:3-14) Discuss together as a family the
various problems that arise at home, at school and
in play. Renson together on ihe scriptures that
show the kind of conduct that is pleasing to God.
In this way the children will Jearn o apply the
Bible in their own lives. It will be a safeguard, so
that even when chiidren are away from their
parents the admonition they have received will
continue to guide them.—Proverbs 6:20-23.

* Careful thought also necds to be given to
choice of companions. Associates deeply influence
one’s life. Wholesome companions have a good
effect, but “bad associations spoil useful habits™
(1 Corinthians 15:33) Time and agnin the Bible
record fllustrates this fact. (Genesis 34:1, 2; Num-

eye on their children’s choice of companions.
These companions include, not only those with

i
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when
there is upbullding family discussion, when plans
are laid together and everyone works together
to fulfill them, the family is drawn together in
T e e T e o P L
L
B el balp b make fumily Ife truly sstistytng?
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unity. (Proverbs 15:22) This is not difficult when
there is love in the home. And love is a normal
thing among those who truly know God and have
his spirit.—1 John 4:7, 8; Galatians 5:22, 23.

SETTLING FAMILY IHFFICULTIES

* Even in homes that are normally happy, difli-
culties may arise at times. These are often due to
human imperfection, or the pressures of the world
in which we live. What should be done when frie-
tion develops between family members? The so-
lution is not too hard to find if we remember that
all of us are imperfect. Tt is not only outside the
home but also within the family circle that we
need to apply the inspired counsel: “Clothe your-
selves with the tender affections of compassion,
kindness, lowliness of mind, mildness, and long-
suffering. Continue putting up with one another
and forgiving one another freely if anyone has a

*When a problem appears to be of a particu-
larly serious nature, there are steps that can be
Mtnmmenwmrhﬁngfnrgi\m
For example, when a dispute arises between the
children, one of the parents might sit down with
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¥

you are at fault, humbly ask forgiveness. Do not
postpone it; handle the problem without delay.
“Let the sun not set with you in a provoked state.”
—Ephesians 4:26; see also Matthew 18:21-35.

= Though divoree is common in the world, the
Bible does not recommend it as the way to settle
problems, Marringe is a lifelong tie, and is not
to be regarded lightly. (Romans T:2) God's Word

get a divoree that frees him for remarringe. What

iz that? It is adultery. In this event, it is up to

the innocent one to decide whether to seck a di-

vorce or not. (Matthew 5:32) However, divorce

action should never be taken merely on suspicion;
evidence,
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living with another mate. What ean they do about
it? They cannot go back and live their lives over.
But, if they want to have a part in the service of
Jehovah God, and they are living with a mate,
they should make sure that their present marriage
is legully registered with the government. They
ought o go to God in prayer and seek his forgive-
ness for their past course. Then they should work




CHAPTER 21

your Decision
fo CS)eNe QDJ

HERE is s0 much for which to thank and

heart to overflow with thankfulness to Him?
—John 3:16; 1 John 4:911.

¢ True, none of us know everything about Jeho-
vah and his ways. He is so great that humans will
always be learning new things concerning him.
(Romans 11:33) Butl on the basis of what you
already know, have you not come to appreciate
that everything he does is right and that there is
every reason to put full confidence in him? Are
you not convineed that he truly loves his creatures,
that he is merciful and gracious, yet, at the same
time, perfect in justice and wisdom? (Psalm 86:
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YOUR DECISION TO SERVE GOD 183

find mature Christians who will gladly give you
Joving encouragement and support.—1 Peter 5:8,
9; 3:12; 1 Thessalonians 5:11.

* Deciding personally 1o serve Jehovnh and ex-
pressing this determination in prayer is important,
But there is something more. This was shown by
Jesus Christ, who provided a paltern for us to
follow. Remember, Jesus did more than just tell
his Father that he had come to do His will. (He-
brews 10:7) When he began his service as a
preacher of God's kingdom Jesus went {o John the
Baptist, at the Jordan River, and was baptized
in water.—Matthew 3:13-15.

" The Blble reveals that Jehovah God approved
of Jesus' baptism, It says that, on that important
occasion, “the henven was opened up and the holy
shape like a dove came down upon

and a voice came out of heaven: “You are
my Son, the beloved; I have approved youw'”
21 i
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cleansing from sin comes only through faith in
Jesus Christ. (Ephesians 1:7) Rather, it is a pub-
lie demonstration, testifying that one has made
i did Jemm go o Jehe the Bapiisg st the Jordan River,
and do we learn from this?

7. in) How does the Dible show thal God of Jesus'
T {b) Why i the baptism Jesus not for

8. Expluin the significance of Christian baptism,
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a solemn dedieation to Jehovah God and Is pre-
senting himself to do His will Thus, baptism is
not to be viewed as of little importance. It is a
requirement for all who cbediently walk in the
footsteps of Jesus Christ.

*The Eible says that, after his baplism, Jesus
“came up from the water.” Ile had been actually
down in the water so that John eould completely
immerse him. (Matthew 3:16; John 3:23) So, it
was no mere sprinkling with water. Proper Chris-
tian baptism is accomplished by baving a devoted
servant of God—a male, as John the Baptist was

' immerse the person in water and

%

and to lay the foundation [or a preaching organi-
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Mhmmﬂumﬂ;mm“&h
10. me
(b} When Jesus was on exrth whol was God’s will for him?
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YOUR DECISION TO SERVE GOD 1

That was God's will for him, and Jesus faithlfully
did it—Luke 4:43: John 17:4.

1 'What Is God's will for Christians today? It is

for a witness to all the nations; and then the end
will come.” (Matthew 24:3, 14) It i= God's will
that this preaching work be done now. The

ing concerning the end of this wicked system muzst
be sounded. Meek ones need to be shown the place
of safety. Will you share in this work?™—Zepha-
niah 2:2, 3;* Proverbs 24:11, 12,

24) A true Christian today will follow Jesus'
example. He will preach at every opportunity.
wﬁlmlﬂmplywaitfmpmphlummmhm'
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and example, making a special effort to call on
people in their homes. (Luke 8:1; 10:1-6: Acts
5:42) The apostle Paul said: “T did not hold back

lives, (Acts 20:35; John 13:17) As you more fully
apply God's Word in your own life you will be
drawn closer to your Creator. You will enjoy his
loving care in ways that you have never experi-
enced before. (Revelation 7:9-17) Indeed, vour
wise course will make God's own heart rejoice.
(Proverbs 27:11) And what joy will be yours as
¥you experience fulfillment of the psalmist's words:
“Happy is the people whose God is Jehovah!™
—Psalm 144:15 [143:15, Dy].

14, How dews God =3 In the minlstry?
1-1'“:—- to merve God, what rich blessings



CHAPTER 22

—a Way of Life

OU have before you the prospect of life
etermal under the kingdom of God. As vou
have seen, this prospect is solidly based in the
truth of God's own Word. liz attainment is within
your reach if you truly Jove God and worship himn
by “walking in the truth."—2 John 1-4
® True worship means more than just knowing
the truth. It means ¢ven more than speaking and
proclaiming the truth to others. It meuns believ-
ing and acting on the truth, “walking in the truth®
by putting it to work in our daily lives. (James 1:
22-25) True worship so influenced the daily lives
of early Christians that it became known as “The
Way" and “the way of the truth." (Acts 9:2;
2 Peter 2:2) 1t Is the “way” marked out by God
for all irue worshipers to live their lives as they
strive for the goal of eternal life.
' Sn, our worship of Jehovah God cannot be
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God's glory.” (1 Corinthians 10:31: see also Co-
lossians 3:17.) Our every action should harmonize
with the truth of God's Word, and so bring glory
to God. This will be for our lasting happiness. The
r!ghtmu[ﬂndpimatthorddunm::hnnge
according to place of dwelling or personal circum-
stance. They are always true, always right.
—Psalm 119:142 [118:142, Dy].

*If you really do practice true worship, what
will it mean for you now? It will bring your whole
life into harmony with God's way. His Word tells
us: “Put awny the old personality which conforms
to your former course of conduct . . . you should
be made new in the force actuating your mind,
and should put on the new personality which was
created according to God's will in true righteous-
ness and loyalty.” (Ephesians 4:22-24) Pulting on
the new personality means putting away obscene,
lying speech in favor of clean, truthful language,
It means replacing drunkenness and sexual im-
morality with upright, honorable conduct. It
means cultivating, not greediness, but unselfish-
ness and generosity.—Colossians 3:5-10,

* How refreshing it is when godly qualitics are
displayed In one’s everyday contacts with people
—with family members, business associates, close
acquaintances and strangers! (Colossians 3:12-
14, 18-23) But, do you think it difficult to make
this change, and maintain it every day? With the
help of God's spirit you can do it. Through true
worship vou can produce the wonderful

What Inveived In the mew personality?
tnh -~ 7] -m.nm-mm-r
& ia) does true wership one's of decislona?
thy Explam how true wurship afects s Christiun'y employment
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it will be your constant guide. In making decisions,
large or small, yvou will learn to ask yourself:
“What will be pleasing to Jehovih God? What do
the principles in his Word show 1o be the right
and wise course?” (Psalm 119:105 [118:105, Dy !;
Proverbs 3:1-6) For example, a true Christian
will be concerned that his secular employment
does not interfere with his service to Jehovah God,
or involve work or practices that the Bible con-
demns. (Hebrews 13:5, 18; Isaish 2:3, 4; Revela-
tion 18:4) Even when it comes to recreation, God's
Word should guide in selecting something upbuild-
ing, wholesome. (Philippians 4:8) There is
nothing in your lile that will not be influenced in
a beneficial way by true worship,

HAPPY REWARD FOR ENDURANCE

* However, because of the pressures that the
world brings upon genuine Christiuns, it may not
be easy to continue walking faithfully in the “way
of the truth." Jesus warned that true worshipers
would be hated and persecuted, just as he was,
{(John 15:18-20; 2 Timothy 3:12) Circumstances
may arise that threaten to interfere with your
regular study of the Bible or your association with
fellow Christians at congregational meetings,
Opposition may cause the preaching work to be-
come difficult, even dangerous. What will vou do?
The Bible counsels: “You have need of endurance,
in order that, after yvou have done the will of God,
you may receive the Tulfillment of the promise.™
(Hebrews lﬁ:ﬁ}Su.lhemb*rﬁ:htmmnm
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in Him 10 sustain you.—Psalm 55:22 [54:23, Dy]:
Hebrews 6:11, 12

* To eurly Christians, the disciple James wrote:
“Consider it all joy, my brothers, when you meet
with various trials, knowing as you do that this
tested quality of your faith works out endurance.™

2 Thessalonians 1:4, 5.

* We live in the most blessed time of all human
history. Soon now Jehovah and his Son, Christ
Jesus, will rid the universe of all enemies of God’s
kingdom. What a joy it will be, alfter that war, to
live under righteous conditions in the paradise
earth, free of suffering, sorrow and death! You
can have full confidence in that hope, because
“God . . . cannot lie.” (Titus 1:2) Look ahead to
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