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WHY GOD 

PERMITS EVIL 

T 
HE question of the ages is, Why did the 

Altnighty, originally, permit evil-sin? ·And 
why has an omnipotent Ruler, such as he, 

for tnore than sixty centuries pern1itted Satan t� 
continue his reign of sin and death? Leaving 
out entirely the unscriptural theory so prevalent, 
respecting a purgatory of centuries, or a torn1ent 
everlasting, and considering n1erely the trials, suf­
fering, sorrow and pain of hutnanity during the 
present life, how shall we account for their per­
mission by an all-povverful Creator, who knew 
the end frotn the beginning? 

Why does God pern1it injustice, unrighteous­
ness, headaches, heartaches, etc.? Why ·does he 
not deal ·with hutnanity graciously, kindly, lov­
ingly, as a Father-as he deals with the angelic 
sons. of God? Is it just or loving on the part 
of our Creator to bring forth tnillions of his 
creatures under these adn1ittedly unfavorable ·con­
ditions, beset by weaknesses and sinwardness from 
their birth and surrounded by others, similarly 
weak, and beset by Satan and his minions-wicked 
spirits? Is it just that vve should thus be in an 
unequal fight subjected to weaknesses and dying -4 

and imperfect conditions on account of the sin 
of our first parents and then, on the same account, 
be in danger of at1 eternity of torture, with nine 
hundred and ninety-nine chances out of a thou­
sand against us? 

Our question is surely too deep for any human 
philosophy, and those who reject the Bible as of 
divine inspiration may as \veil abandon all hope 
of an answer-. God himself, and none other, 
could t-ell us o£ his own secrets-why he did as 
he did. Truly we t'ead, "The secret of the Lord 
it with them. th�t rever€n�;e him; and he will 
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show then1 his covenant."-Psaltn 25:14; I I'9 :105. 
-The light now shining upon the vVord of God 

shows us that the divine purpose in connection 
with n1ankind is a progressive one, embracing 
ages and dispensations. If we ignore these, we 
are thereby blinded to the true ans,ver to our 
question. Accepting these, it is the pnvilege of 
Bible students today to see the light in God's 
Word-to see matters fron1 the divine standpoint, 
to understand the "mystery of God, hidden from 
ages and from generations, and no\v made knowri 
unto his saints"; namely, that in the ages to come 
all the trials and difficulties, all the sorrows and 
tears of the past, will be tnore than con1pensated 
for, and proved to be a part of the great divine 
program which \vill work out to the glory of God 
and the enlightenment and blessing of angels 
and men. 

Man's Primary Lesson 
First of all, God chooses to have children pos­

sessed of a quality like his own-freedom of will. 
He therefore not only created man perfect in 
tnind and body, but gave to him a will, the power 
of choice-liberty to choose one course or an­
other. God foresaw that giving n1an this liberty 
of will would lead to the seduction of tnother 
Eve, and to the disobedience of father Adam, 
through hi� love for his wife. Adam's preference 
was to die with her rather than to live in har­
mony with God without her; for if he should 
disobey he would come under the sentence of 
death. Although Adatn and the angels were per­
fect, they had not a. perfect knowledge of their 
Creator, of his love, \visdorn, justice, power. 

God, therefore, \Vithout interfering with Adam's 
liberty, permitted the great penalty of death to 
come upon him and his race. Frotn the very 
beginning God pren1editated the entire plan of 
salvation as he has since been working it out ; 
and he will- completely accomplish the same ulti­
mately, through J\1essiah's kingdon1. The great 
lesson which \\·ill eventuallv come both to angels 
and men will show forth divine wisdom, justice, 
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love and power, fully co�ordinated. In no other 
\vay that we can imagine could this great revela · 

tion of the divine character be so well made. 
However, in order to cotnprehend this great pro-· 
gran1, it is necessary that we follow strictly the 
Scriptural teachings, and a void wholly the non­
sense of our creeds,- n1anufactured during the 
dark ages. \Ve must see that ''the \vages of sin" 
is not eternal torment, nor purgatory, but death. 

God per1nitted this reign of sin and death fron1 
Adan1 until Moses without so much as making 
an offer of tenns of reconciliation and peace. 
tfhen an offer was n1ade to the nation of Israel, 
but to no other nation. The offer of Israel's Law 
Covenant was: "He that doeth these things shall 
live." God, of course, knew that Israel could 
not keep perfectly the conditions of that great and 
wonderful law. The offer served as a lesson to 
that nation respecting the impossibility of any 
man's keeping the perfect law; and the same les­
son cotnes to us of this Gospel dispensation. We 
see that what the Jew could not do we cannot 
do; where he failed we would fail. 

The Great Lesson of the Law 

'rhus through the Law Covenant God taught a 

great lesson to Israel and to the church; and he 
will ultiniately teach the same lesson to the world 
and to angels-proving that by the deeds of the 
Ia w no fallen flesh could be recovered and re­
instated in divine favor. Four thousand years 
passed from man's creation, and death reigned 
from Moses to Christ as thoroughly as it had 
previously reigned from Adam to Moses. The 
Law Covenant did not stop the reign of sin and 
death. Sotnething more than a law is necessary. 
'rhe divine program demands recovery fron1 sin 
and death, and it purposes this recovery. 

Nearly nineteen centuries have passed since the 
first advent of our Lord, and still the reign of 
sin and death is in progress more than ever. The 
increase of knowledge has brought increase of 
sin ; increase of population has brought increase 
of death; until today the world is in a terrible 
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condition of mental, moral and physical dilapida­
tion, and ninety thousand go into the tomb every 
twenty-four hours. 

But a re�edy is in sight. It was foretold 
through the prophets, but it began to operate in 
Jesus. His n1iraculous birth, his faithfulness and 
consecration unto death, his reward of re·surrec­
tion and exaltation to the right hand of the 
Majesty on high, are all essential to man's recov­
ery-essential to the overthrow of this reign of 
sin and death over our race. 

\Ve see still further developments and prepara­
tions. 'fhe Scriptures inform us that it is the 
divine purpose to have a multitudinous lVIessiah, 
of which the glorious Jesus is the Head and 
the church the body. 

\V e perceive that for nearly nineteen centuries 
God has bee� calling and drawing a special class 
of mankind to constitute his elect, the bride class, 
to be joint-heirs with his Son in the kingdotn of 
glory which will finally vanquish sin and Satan 
and deliver the willing and obedient of tnankind 
into the full liberty of the children of God­
freedom from sin and death, and into the enjoy­
Inent of life everlasting and divine favor. 

This special class is required to walk by faith 
and not by sight-to walk in the "narrow way" 
of self-denial and opposition to the world, the 
flesh and the adversary, in the footsteps of Jesus. 
Ignorance, selfishness, sin, death, ;:·:.11 go to make 
up the deplorable conditions in the \vorld and 
to constitute the way a narrow one in which this 
elect class is required to walk, in order to dem­
onstrate their full loyalty and obedience to the 
will of God-even unto death. Evidently, no such 
narrow \Vay could have existed had God not per­
mitted evil-sin. Evidently, therefore, this elect 
clas! could not be developed and tested except 
by the divine pern1ission of sin. The very es­
�ence of their character-development is associ­
ated with the divine promise that "all things shall 
work together for good to those who love God, 
to the called ones according to his purpose.'' 
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It seen1ed wise to our heavenly Father that our 
Lord ] esus should learn obedience through suf­
ferings and be tested in respect to his willing­
ness to endure suffering for righteousness' sake. _ 

How appropriate it is that the san1e Father should 
n1ake similar arrangen1ents for all of the church, 
'vhom he will receive frotn atnongst the race of 
Adam to be n1embers of the royal priesthood un­
der I esus, the High Priest of our order ! 

We see a necessity for this, not only as respects 
our own testii1gs and a thorough proof of our 
own heart-loyalty to the Lord, but additionally we 
see a wisdom on God's p-art in thus preparing a 

priesthood of the future. A priest, as recognized 
an1ongst the J e\vs, \vas not tnerely one who offer­
ed sacrifices, although every priest was of neces­
sity a sacrificer. The special n1ission of the 
·priestly tdbe . amongst the other tribes was that 
of instructing, helping, healing, teaching. And 
so God is preparing a royal priesthood for the 
I'v1essianic age to bless, to heal, to teach, to uplift 
all the willing and obedient. 

Sin's Lesson to Humanity 

The royalty of the priesthood signifies that it 
will no longer b e  a s.acrificing class, for all sac­
rificing \\·ill be at an end. It will be a glorious 
class, royal, of the divine nature, and representa -­
tives with our Lord J csus of the divine power. 
As priests who will have to do with judging and 
chastening, healing and helping humanity, how 
n1uch sympathy do we suppose that these royal 
priests should have? Are they not to be on the 
divine plane oi glory, "members of the body" of 
Messiah? _ 

Humanity is learning agreat lesson through th� 
permission of sin. Present experiences teach the 
lesson that "the way of the transgressor is hard;" 
"the wages of sin is death;" "the soul that sin­
neth it shall die." The exceeding sinfulness of 
sin is thus being demonstrated to humanity. Few 
profit by the lesson in the present life, and these 
are chiefly such as are called to the heavenly call­
_ing. The great n1ajority of mankind learn to 
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know sin, evil, only. Even God's provision for 
the future of tnankind is obscured from the 
masses. "The god of this world hath blinded the 
minds of then1 that believe not, lest the light 
of the glorious Gospel of God's goodness should 
shine into their hearts."-2 Cor. 4 :4. 

But with the dawning of the new dispensation 
of l\1essiah's kingdom, the true light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God's character will 
shine everywhere. "All the blind eyes shall be 
opened and all the deaf ears shall be unstopped." 
Messiah's gracious reign, the n1anifestation of di­
vine tnercy, will be for the very purpose of up­
lifting ·these poor, fallen metnbers of our race-

. the masses. During the thousand years of l\1es­
siah's kingdom, the whole world will have full 
opportunity for learning the great desirability of 
righteousness, as now, for a few years, they have 
the opportunity of learning the undesirability 
of sin. 

The Lesson to the Angels 
By the close of the l\t1ediatorial reign what 

wonderful lessons respecting good and evil tnan­
kind 'vill have learned! Then will con1e their 
final testing. After full knowledge of both good 
and evil, which will they choose? God urges all 
to choose the right and its reward of Efe eternal. 
Nevertheless, he will not coerce; he \vill permit 
each individual to take his choice, to n1ark out 
his own course, whether in hannony \vith or con­
trary to ihe divine arrangements. ·Such, however, 
as cotne to the point of loving righteousness and 
hating iniquity, shall be accounted worthy of a 

place in the glorious kingtlon1 of Messiah. 
God's dealings ·with hun1anity constitute a great 

object lesson to the angels. They perceive the 
inflexibility of divine justice. The decree of God, 
"Dying thou shalt die," has been unflinchingly 
executed against Adam and his race for six thou­
sand years. They perceive, further, the love of 
God, w_hich passeth nlt understanding. They· per­
ceive the divine provision that the Son of God 
1h�uld die� the just tot th€ \l!\fust� te nrr� 
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tnankind back to full harmony with the Creator. 
They see the breadth of the divine character ex­
en1plified in the great reward given to our Lord 
] esus Christ for his obedic r�ce to the Father's \vill, 
even unto death-an exaltation to the divine na­
ture, honor and immortality. 

They perceive, too, a still greater manifesta­
tion of divine goodness, in God's invitation to the 
church to become joint-heirs with Christ in his 
glory, honor and itnmortality, on conditions of 
obedience and \valking in the ]\faster's footsteps 
to the extent of their ability. Who could have 
drean1ed of such . "love divine, all love excelling," 
\vhich stooped down, not only to redeem the race, 

but also to invite some of the members thereof 
to these exceeding great and precious things 
\vhich "God hath in reservation for then1 that 
love him!" 

Divine Power and Wisdom 

Next in order the world will receive divine 
n1ercy, extended through Jesus, by the Father's 
arrangen1ent� to. Adam and every n1ember of his 
race, no n1atter how degraded, no matter how 
fallen, no tnatter ho\V tnean. The redeetning 
blood has been shed, "the just for the unjust," 
for the sins of the whole world. 

While divine power is n1anifested in all the 
realn1 of nature and creation, a still greater di­
vine power was manifested in the resurrection 
of oqr Lord Jesus from the dead, after he had 
been deceased three days. But even the power 
n1anifested in our Lord's resurrection seems 
small in cotnparison to the further \vorks of ·res­
urrection which the Scriptures assure us our dear 
Lord's death insures. It will be a still more tnir­
aculous work to resurrect the church to glory, 
honor and itnmortality, after many of thetn have 
been in the power of death for centuries. 

And still more stupendous is the resurrection 
work which God proposes ·for the world of man­
kind-. thousands of tnillions to be· awakened and 
restored to the same conditions they · formerly 
enjoyed-conditions1 however of imperfection, 
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· fron1 which they will be gradually released and 
uplifted by Messiah. 

This resurrection work for the vvorld, \Vhich 
will be gradually carried forward during that 
thousand years, will all be accon1plished by the 
Father's power, through the lVIessiah, the l\1edi­
ator of the Nevv Covenant. It will be a con­
tinuous miracle of awakening and uplifting the· 
race. 

Divine Wisdom Vet to Be Seen -
No� until the close of the reign of 1\iessHth and 

the complete uplift f rotn sin and death of all of 
.A.datn's race \villing to return to divine favor, 
will the · \visdon1 of God be mani fcsted in its 
full, clear light. Already son1e n1ay see, partially, 
obscurely, son1e of God's wisdom, but the tna­

jority are still inquiring, \tVhy was evil pennit­
ted? These have not yet seen the divine -vvisclo1n 
in connection \vith the pern1ission of evil. Ulti­
mately this shall be clearly seen-by the saints , 
by the angels and by the world of n1ankind .. 
\Vell . docs the Revelator exclain1 : 

"vVho shall not glorify thee, 0 Lord. ·when 
thy righteous dealings are rna de manifest! " "All 
nations \vhich thou hast tnadc shall come and 
worship before thee!" (H.evclation IS :4) As 
now, "day unto day uttereth speech and night 
unto night showeth knowledge, and there is no 
place where their voice is not heard''-the voice 
of Nature, acclaiming her God-so eventually, 
every creature in heaven and earth and under 
the earth shall be heard saying, ''Praise, glory, 
honor, dotninion and might be 1:1nto him that sit­
teth upon the throne, and unto the Lan1b, for­
ever." All this will be the result of God's per­
mission of sin-of his pern1ission of the reign of 
evil, sin, death. The key is found in the Plan of 
the Ages-showing the work which each age is 
tc accomplish, and the grand overthrow, even­
tually, of evil. 

But what advantage is there in the tnethod pur­
sued? Why not give all men an individual chance 
for life now, at once, without the long process of 

.. 
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Adam's trial and condemnation, the share by his 
offspring in his condemnation, the redemption of 
all by Christ's sacrifice, and the new offer to all 
of everlasting life upon the New Covenant con-

. ditions? If evil tnust be permitted because of 
n1an's free moral agency, \vhy is its extermination 
accomplished by such a peculiar and circuitous 
method? Why allow so much misery to inter­
vene, and to come upon tnany who will ultimately 
receive the gift of life as obedient children of God? 

Advantages of the Divine Method 

Ah! that is the point on which interest in this 
subject centers. Had God .or(Tered differently the 
propagation of our species, so that children would 
not partake of the results of parental sins--weak-. 
nesses, mental, n1oral and physical-and had the 
Creator so arranged that all should have a favor­
able Edenic condition for their testing, and that 
transgressors only should be conden1ned and "cut 
off," h'bw n1any tnight \VC presun1e would, under 
all those favorable conditions, be found worthy 
and how n1any nn\vorthy of life? 

If the one instance of Adatn be taken as a cri­
terion (and he certainly was in every respect a 
sample of perfect tnanhood), the conclusion woulJ 
be that none \vould have been foitnd perfectly 
obedient and \vorthy; because none would possess 
that clear kno\vledge of and experience with God 
which would develop in thetn full confidence in 
his laws, beyond their personal judgn1ent. We 
are assured that it was Christ's knowledge of 
the Father that enabled hin1 to trust and obey 
in1plicitly. (Is a. 53 :1 I) But let us suppose that 
one-fourth would gain life ; or even n1ore, sup­
pose that one-half were found worthy, and that 
the other half \vould suffer the wages of sin­
death. Then what? L-et us suppose the other half, 
the obedient, had neither experienced nor wit- · 

nessed sin ; might they -not forever feel a curios.;. 
ity toward things forbidden, only restrained 
through fear of God and of the penalty? Theit 
service could not be so hearty as though they 
.k��w gee4 ��-4 eviL �nc;l .hen.c� had a full appre· 
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ctatlon of the benevolent designs of the Creator 
in tnaking the laws which govern his O\Vn course 
as '"·ell as the course of his creatures. 

Then, too, consider the half that \Vould thus go 
into death as the result of their ovvn wilful sin. 
tfhey \vould be lasti.ngly cut off from life, and 
their only hope would be that God would in love 
retnetnber then1 as his creatures, the work of his 
l1ands, and provide another trial for thetn. But 
why do so? The only reason vvould be a hope 
that if they were re-awakened and tried again 
sotne of the n1 , by reason of their larger experi­
ence, tnight then choose obedience and live. But 
even if such a plan \Vere as good in its. results as 
the one Gocl has adopted, there would be serious 
objections to it. 

How nu1ch n1ore like the wisdon1 of God to con­
fine sin to certain lin1its, as his plan does! How 
n1uch better even our finite n1inds can discern it 
to be, to ha vc but one perfect and impartial law, 
vvhich declares the \vages of wilful sin to be 
death-destruction-cutting off fron1 life! God 
thus lirnits the evil which he pertnits by providing 
that the 1\1illennial reign of Christ shall accon1-
plish the full extinction of evil and also of wi1 ful 
evil-doers, and usher in an eternity of righteous­
ness, based upon full knowledge and perfect free­
\vill obedience by perfect beings. 

God's Plan the Best PJa,n 

But there arc tvvo other objections to the plan 
suggested, of trying each individual separately at 
first. One Redeetncr \vas quite sufficient in the 
plan Y\rhich- God adopted, because only one had 
sinned, and only one had been conden1ned. ( Oth­
ers shared his conden1nation.) But if the first 
trial had been an individual trial, and if one-half 
of the race had sinned and been individually con­
denlned, it would have required the sacrifice of a 
redeemer for each condemned individual. One 
unforfeited life could redeem one forfeited life, 
bnt no tnore. The one perfect man, "the man 
Christ Jesus." \vho redeems the fallen Adam (and 
our losses through hitn), could not have been "a 
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ransom [a corrsponding price] for ALL" under 
any other circun1stances than those of the plan 
\vhich God chose. 

If we should suppose the total number of hu­
nlan beings since Adan1 to be one hundred bil­
lions, and that only one-half of these had sinned, 
it would require all of the fifty billions of obed­
ient, perfect n1en to die in order to give a ransont 
(a corresponding price) for all the fifty billions 
of transgressors; and so by this plan also death 
'vould pass upon all. And such a plan \Vould in­
volve 110 less suffering than is at present exper­
ienced. 

The other ohj ection to such a plan is that it 
would seriously disarrange God's plans relative 
to the selection and exaltation to the divine na­
ture of a "little flock," the body of Christ, a cotn­
pany of which Jesus is the I-Iead and Lord. God 
could not justly co1n1nand the fifty billions of 
obedient sons to giYe their rights, privileges and 
lives as ranson1s for sinners; for under his own 
law their obedience \Vottld have won the right to 
lasting life. 

l-Ienee, if those perfect men \vere asked to be­
come ransomers of the fallen ones. it would be 
God's plan, as \vith our Lord Jesus, to set sotne 
special reward before thetn, so that they, for the 
joy set before them, n1ight endure the penalty of 
their brethren. And if" the satne re\vard should 
be given thetn that \vas given to our Lord Jesus, 
nan1ely, to partake of a new nature, the divine, 
and tb be highly exalted above angels and prin­
cipalities and po\vers, and every natne that is 
named-next to Jehovah (Eph. I :20, 21), then 
there would be an immense number on the divine 
plane, which the_ wisdom of God evidently did 
not approve. 

Furthermore, these fifty billions, under such 
circun1stances, \vould all be on an equality, and 
none among then1 chief or head, while the plan 
God has adopted calls for but one Redeetner, one 
highly exalted to the divine· nature, and then a 

Hlittle flock" of those whom he redeemed and 
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vvho "\valk in his footsteps" of suffering and 
self-denial, to share hi snatne, his honor, his glory 
and his nature, even as the \Vi fe shares \Vith the 
husband. 

Ransom and Restitution by One Rede,emer 
Those who can appreciate this feature of God's 

plan, which, by condetnning all in one representa­
tive, opened the \vay for the ransotn and resti­
tution of all by one ·Redeen1er, ·will find in it the 
solution of tnany perplexities. They \vill see that 
the condctnnation of all in one �'as the reverse 
of an injury; it \vas a great favor to all when 
taken in COnnection \Vith (;od's plan for provid­
ing justification for all through another one's 
sacrifice. Evil \vill be forever extinguished when 
God's purpose in pennitting it shall have been 
accon1plished, and \vhen the benefits of the ran­
som are tna�e co-extensive \vith the penalty of 
sin. It is in1possible, however, to appreciate 
rightly this feature of the plan of God \vithout 
a full recognition of the sinfulness of sin, the 
nature of its penalty-death- the in1portance and 
value of the ransonz \vhich our Lord Jesus gave, 
and the positive and con1plete restoration of the 
individual to favorable conditions-conditions 
under which he \viii have full and atnple trial, 
before being adjudged \vorthy of the reward 
(lasting life), or of the penalty (lasting death). 

In view of the great plan· of reden1ption, and 
the consequent "restitution of all things" through 
Christ, we can see that blessings result through 
the pennissio!1 of evil which, probably, could not 
otherwise have been so fully realized. 

Not only .�re men benefited to all eternity by 
the experience gained, and angels by their obser­
vation of man's experiences, but all are further 
advantaged by a fuller acqitaintance with Go.d's 
chaarcter as manifested in his plan. 

When his plan is fully accon1plished all will 
be able to read clearly his vvisdom, justice, love 
and power. They will see the justice \vhich 
could not violate the divine decree, nor save the 
justly condemned race \vithout a full cancellation 
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of their penalty by a willing Redeen1er. The.Y 
\vill see the love which provided this noble sacrt-· 
fice and -vvhich highly exalted the Redeen1er to . 
Gody's O\Vtl right hand, giivng him power and 
authority thereby to restore to life those whon1 
he had purchased \vith his precious blood. They 
will also see the po\ver and wisdom which were 
able to work out a glorious destiny for his crea­
tures, and so to overrule every opposing influence 
as to make him either the \villing or the unwil­
ling agents for the advancen1ent and final accon1-
plishtnent of his grand designs. 

Had evil not been pcrn1itted and thus over­
ruled by Divine Providence, \Ve cannot see ho\v 
these results could have been attained. The per­
n1ission of evil for a tin1e an1ong men thus dis­
plays a far-seeing \visdom, which grasped all the 
attendant circun1stances, devised the retnedy, and 
n1arked the final outcotnc through his grace. 

\Vill there be any danger that at sorne future 
time sin may again invade the world, again de­
grade God's human representatives and obscure 
the glory of the divine creation?. vVe answert 
No, never. The guarantee of this is in the Lord's 
words that there . shall be no more death. So 
surely as there \vill be sin, the penalty of sin 
must follow it, hence the guarantee that there 
will be no more dying, is the guarantee that there 
will be no more sin. But how can this be guar­
anteed and at the same time man's free moral 
agency be preserved? The Scriptures give the ex­

planation, telling us that at the close of the Medi­
atorjal kingdotn, when 1fessiah shall have accom­
plished this work of putting down all opposition 
and bringing a a the willing and. obedient up to 
perfection of human nature, then he shall deliver 
up the kingdom to God, even the Father. The 
next· step in the divine progratn as outlined in 
the Revelation is that the ·world, no longer under 
Mediatorial co'vering of the Redeemer and no 
longer needing such a covering because perfect, 
will. be subjected by the Father to severe tests 
of love, loyalty and obedience, similar to that 
upon Adam in Eden, when he was perfect. 
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cost the purchaser $15.00. 

UNTIL THE TWEI..VE MILLION MARK IS REACHED, 
the Publishers have arranged to ship to any ad­
dress, the EN'riRE SET OF' SIX VOLUMES, in ! ')Orted 
maroon cloth binding, gold embossed (together with 
one year's subscription to THE WATCH TOWER, a 
16 page semi-monthly religious Journal). 
ALL FOR $3.95 DELIVERED. ORDER TODAY. 

lzaternatlonal Bible Students AssodatJon 
N. s" PJ.tt•burah. Pa .. 
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